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MHT/SHPO Programs
• Research, Survey, and Registration

• Rehabilitation Tax Credits

• Grants and Loans

• Historic Preservation Easements

• Planning, Education and Outreach

• Historic Marker Program

• Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum 
and Maryland Archeological 
Conservation Laboratory

• Project Review and Compliance



MHT/SHPO Programs

Project Review and Compliance



MHT/SHPO - Legislative Mandates
Federal Law:

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966 (54 USC 300101 et seq)

36 CFR Part 800:  Protection of Historic Properties 
Implementing Regulations

State Law:
The Maryland Historical Trust Act of 
1985 (Sections 5A-325 and 5A-326 of 
the State Finance and Procurement 
Article, Annotated Code of Maryland)



Section 106 – 2018 Project Reviews

Total Reviews = 6,015
Federal projects = 4,779

State projects = 1,276
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FY 2018:
6,500+ project reviews
from 88 federal and state 
agencies



Section 106 - Getting Started

What is an Undertaking?
A project, activity, or 
program that is carried out 
under the jurisdiction of a 
state or federal agency, 
uses state or federal funds, 
or requires a state or 
federal permit or license



Project Types Subject to Review
• Construction 
• Demolition
• Rehabilitation of Existing Facilities
• Infrastructure Improvements 

(roads, utilities, etc.)
• Ancillary Activities

• Wetland Mitigation, Stream 
Restoration, Living Shorelines

• Access Roads, Staging Areas
• Dredging

Section 106 – Getting Started



Contacting MHT

Begin 
consultation 

with the 
SHPO            

as early as 
possible!



Pre-application consultation

• Project description
• Scope of work
• Map and site plans
• Photographs
• Background information
• Correspondence from the 

public and other consulting 
parties

Contacting MHT



Contacting MHT - Attachments
https://mht.maryland.gov/secure/medusa/



MHT’s Online Log Search

http://mht.maryland.gov/compliancelog/



Identifying Historic Properties

Historic Buildings and Districts



Identifying Historic Properties

Historic Structures



Objects
Identifying Historic Properties



Archeological Sites



Identifying Historic Properties

• Shipwrecks
• Piers, wharves, landings
• Boatyards, maritime industries
• Inundated sites 

Maritime Resources  



Identifying Historic Properties



Identifying Historic Properties
National Register Criterion A 
Properties associated with events that                                                                                       

have made a significant contribution to history



Identifying Historic Properties
National Register Criterion B 

Properties associated with lives of persons 
significant in our past



Identifying Historic Properties
National Register Criterion C 
Properties typical of a type, period, or 

method of construction



Identifying Historic Properties

National Register Criterion D 
Properties that are likely to yield information 

important in prehistory or history



Types of Effect \ Determinations

• No Effect

• No Historic Properties

• No Adverse Effect

• Additional Information Needed

• Adverse Effect



Effect Determinations - 2018
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no adverse effect

23%

need additional 
information

11%

conditional no 
adverse effect

3%

adverse effect
1%



No Historic Properties/No Effect/No Adverse Effect

• No additional consultation 
with MHT is required



No Adverse Effect



Potential Effect - Need More Information 

• Additional consultation is required, as all cultural resources issues must be 
resolved prior to authorization.



Phases of Archeological Investigation Phase I: 
Identification

Phase II:
Evaluation 
(National 
Register 

Eligibility)

Phase III:
Data Recovery

(Mitigation)

Potential Effect - Need More Information 



Archeological Methods



Potential Effect - Need More Information 



Adverse Effects 

•An “adverse effect” diminishes the integrity of 
a historic property and the characteristics that 
qualify the property for inclusion in the 
National Register.

•Additional consultation is required, as all 
cultural resources issues must be resolved prior 
to authorization.

•Adverse effects must be resolved through 
avoidance, minimization, or mitigation.



Resolving Adverse Effects
• Continue consultation
• Involve consulting 

parties
• Provide documentation 

to all consulting parties
• Involve the public
• Develop Mitigation 

Measures/Licensing 
Conditions

• Proceed with project



Involve Consulting Parties
• MHT / MD SHPO
• Other federal/state agencies
• Local governments
• Indian tribes / MCIA
• Applicants for federal/state 

assistance, permits, licenses
• Owners of affected properties
• Preservation advocacy groups
• Certified Heritage Areas
• Other organizations
• The public

Resolving Adverse Effects
Involve Consulting Parties
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Resolving Adverse Effects
Heritage Area Law:  
Section 13-1112(b) of the Financial Institutions 
Article, Annotated Code of Maryland

Units of State government that conduct or support activities affecting a certified 
heritage area shall:

1. Consult, cooperate and coordinate their activities with each certified heritage 
area.

2. Carry out activities in a manner that is consistent with the approved 
management plan for the certified heritage area.

3. Assure that their activities will not have an adverse effect on the historic and 
cultural resources of the certified heritage area, unless there is no prudent and 
feasible alternative. 



“After consulting with the Trust, 
and to avoid, mitigate, or 
satisfactorily reduce any 

significant adverse effect on a 
property listed in or eligible to be 

listed in the Historic Register, a 
State unit may put reasonable 

conditions on a license, permit, or 
award of financial assistance.”

- Maryland Historical Trust Act 
of 1985 § 5A-326 (e)(1) 

Importance of Early Consultation



Section 106 - Role of MHT/ MD SHPO 
Resource agency and 
facilitator

Commenting agency assisting 
with:
 Identifying historic 

properties
 Assessing effects on 

historic properties and 
 Seeking  ways to avoid, 

minimize or mitigate 
adverse effects

Commenting agency assisting 



Section 106: Lessons Learned

- Ensure enough time is planned for any 
necessary cultural investigations and MHT 
review

- Large project sites increase the complexity 
of the review

- Measures to avoid or minimize (buffers, 
protective fencing, matting, etc.) an effect 
are harder to implement at the last minute

- Ensure all conditions/mitigation measures 
are shared will all consultants and specified 
on ALL site development plans

- As a federal agency, such as the Corps of 
Engineers is involved, they will conduct a 
Section 106 review



Section 106 - Tips for Success

• Consult early & often
• Involve all parties
• Consider alternatives
• Public participation 

informs planning
• Keep an open mind
• Make a good faith effort



Section 106 - Tips for Success
Useful Tools:

• mht.maryland.gov

• achp.gov

• nps.gov/history

• ncshpo.org

• preservationnation.org



Questions? https://mht.Maryland.gov
Contact your SHPO staff! 

Beth Cole – 410-697-9541
Beth.cole@maryland.gov

Natalie Loukianoff – 410-697-9587
Natalie.loukianoff@maryland.gov

Dixie Henry – 410-697-9553
Dixie.henry@maryland.gov

Troy Nowak – 410-697-9577
Troy.nowak@Maryland.gov
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