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A C k N O W L E D G E M E N T S

This publication has been prepared by the Critical 
Area Commission for the Chesapeake and Atlantic 
Coastal Bays as a guide to Maryland’s Critical Area 
Program for all citizens. The Chesapeake Bay Critical 
Area Protection Act was enacted in 1984 to help 
reverse the deterioration of the Chesapeake Bay and 
the surrounding environment. The Act included the 
creation of a unique partnership between the State 
government and the 64 jurisdictions surrounding 
the Bay. It was amended in 2002 to add the Atlantic 
Coastal Bays and portions of Worcester County and 
Ocean City. Each jurisdiction has adopted its own local 
Critical Area Program based on Criteria promulgated 
by the Commission. This publication is intended to 
provide general information about the Critical Area 
Act and Criteria and to outline how local land use 
programs, regulations, policies, and ordinances are 
used to implement them. This guide also provides 
basic information for all Marylanders about the 
importance of protecting and preserving some of 
Maryland’s most important natural resources – the 
Chesapeake Bay, the Atlantic Coastal Bays, and their 
watersheds.

This citizen’s guide is a comprehensive revision of the 
Critical Area Commission’s first general guide, Critical 
Area and You: The Chesapeake’s First Line of Defense. 
The original document was patterned on Baybook, 
published by the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay, 
Inc.; Watershed: An Action Guide to Improving 
Maine Waters, published by the Maine Department 
of Environmental Protection; and the Chesapeake 
Bay Critical Area Program and How It Affects You, 
published by the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area 
Commission. Much of the text in this guide is from the 
Commission’s original publications, and it has been 
updated to reflect current practices and changes to the 
Program. Throughout the document, the Critical Area 

Law and Criteria are summarized and paraphrased 
in order to provide clear, accurate, and useful 
information in a reader-friendly style.   

The publication of Bay Smart – A Citizen’s Guide 
to Maryland’s Critical Area Program was made 
possible by a generous grant from the Coastal Zone 
Management Administration. In addition to this 
financial support, Laura Younger at the Department 
of Natural Resources Coastal Zone Program was 
instrumental in obtaining and administering the grant 
funds. Photographs were obtained from many talented 
individuals including Jerry Adkins, Mark Odell, Scott 
Smith, and John White. The entire staff of the Critical 
Area Commission was involved in the various aspects 
of writing, illustrating, and producing this publication, 
including Shirley Bishop, Bob Cicconetti, LeeAnne 
Chandler, Jennifer Delve, Marianne Dise, Lisa Hoerger, 
Kerrie Gallo, Marshall Johnson, Nick Kelly, Shirley 
Massenburg, Julie Roberts, Kate Schmidt, Megan Sines, 
and Amber Widmayer. Margaret McHale, Commission 
Chair, and Ren Serey, Executive Director, provided 
the support, direction, and leadership necessary to 
ensure the completion of this project. The efforts and 
cooperation of all of these dedicated and professional 
individuals are gratefully acknowledged. 

This book is designed for use as a printed reference 
guide, and is also available on-line at the Critical 
Area Commission’s web-site, www.dnr.state.md.us/
criticalarea. This publication is not copyrighted. 
Readers are encouraged to reproduce it for further 
distribution. Additional copies are available from the 
Critical Area Commission, 1804 West Street,  
Suite 100, Annapolis, MD 21401 or by calling  
(410) 260-3460. 

   - Mary R. Owens, Editor
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The Chesapeake Bay 

and the Atlantic Coastal 

Bays are among 

Maryland’s grandest 

and most treasured 

natural resources.




