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Methodology

Survey topics developed by WHS working
group.

Survey designed and implemented by
Responsive Management.

Used 2019-2020 hunting license database.
Hunters randomly selected.

3 modes of contact (email, phone and mail)
to ensure maximum opportunity to include
each hunter.



Survey Topics

Hunting participation and hunter
characteristics.

Use and satisfaction with WMA
hunting.

Opinions on Sunday hunting.
Opinions on hunter recruitment.




Survey Sample

24,011 hunters randomly
selected.

5,709 completed
surveys.

24% response rate.

Sampling error, 1.3% at
95% confidence level for
guestions involving all
hunters.




Hunter Demographics

95% male, 5% female

Average age 46.7
years

Urban/suburban 31%
Small town 21%
Rural 46%

75% residents, 25%
nonresidents

What state do you currently live in? (Asked of
nonresidents.) (Shows only those at 1% or
higher.)
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Where do hunters hunt?
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What Species Do Hunters
Hunt and How Often?

Which species do you typically hunt in
Maryland? Please name all species you hunt in
Maryland, including big game, small game,
migratory bird, and waterfowl species.

« Average number of
days hunted — 29.5
days

« Deer — 19.5 days

 Wild turkey — 6.5 days

 Waterfowl — 9.6 days

« Small game — 8.7 days




Overall Hunter Satisfaction

Overall, how satisfied or dissatisfied are you with your
hunting in Maryland in the past 5 years?

Very satisfied

Somewhat satisfied

5 ; * :
Meither satisfied nor = Rounding on graph causes
dissatisfied apparent discrepancy in sum;
calculation made
unrounded numbers.

Somewhat dissatisfied

Very dissatisfied
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Quality of Hunting

L. . . Specifically, are there any things that took away from
The Department is interested in knowing what hunters the quality of your hunting in Maryland in the past 5
think about the quality of hunting in Maryland, but not years? If yes, what are they? (Results shown of those
everyons agrees on what the term “quality” means. In who indicated that something took away from the
general, what does quality hunting mean to you? quality of their hunting in Maryland.)
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Why Don’t You Hunt Small Game?

What are the main reasons you do not typically
hunt small game in Maryland? (Asked of those
who do not typically hunt small game in
Maryland.)
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Use of Waterfowl Outfitters

Do you ever use a waterfowl outfitting service or guide for your
waterfowl hunting in Manyland? {Asked of those who typically
hunt waterfowl in Maryland.)
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How often do you use a waterfowl outfitting service or guide for
your waterfowl hunting in Maryland? Would you say...?
{Asked of those who hunt waterfow! in Maryland
using a guide.)
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Use of Outfitters for Species
Other Than Waterfowl

Hot including waterfowl, do you ever use a guide service for any
other species you hunt in Maryland? (Asked of those who
typically hunt any species other than waterfowl in Maryland.)
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Which other species do you use a guide service for hunting in
Maryland? {Asked of those who use a guide service for hunting
species other than waterfowl in Maryland.)
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Sunday Hunting

Currently, there is some Sunday hunting allowed in many areas
of Maryland. Would you like more, the same, or fewer Sundays
open for hunting in Maryland?

O nait now

If there were additional Sunday hunting days in Maryland. do
you think your participation in hunting in Maryland would be
likely to increase, stay about the same, or decrease?

Increasse

Slay the same

Decrease
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Sunday Hunting For Migratory
Birds

Understanding that the total number of hunting days for
migratory game birds would remain the same, do you
support or oppose Sunday hunting for migratory birds in
Maryland?

(Among those who purchased hunting license and
migratory bird stamp)

Strongly
support

Moderately
support

Neither support
nor oppose

Moderately
oppose

Strongly
oppose

Do not know

40 60
Percent




Sunday Hunting For Migratory Birds:
Residency and Use of Outfitters

. . Understanding that the total number of hunting days for
Understanding that the total number of hunting days for migratory game birds would remain the same, do you
migratory game birds would remain the same, do you support or oppose Sunday hunting for migratory birds in
support or oppose Sunday hunting for migratory birds in Maryland?

(Among Tv:gll::ﬁ;?hunters) (Among waterfowl hunters)

Strongly support
Strongly support

Moderately
Moderately support support

Neither support

Neither support nor
nor oppose

oppose

mUses outfitter or guide (n=723)

mResident (n=1871)

OMonresident (n=577) ODeoes not use outfitter or guide
Moderately (n=1717)
Moderately oppose oppose

Strongly oppose Strongly oppose

Do not know Do not know
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Satisfaction With Hunting On WMASs

Overall, how satisfied or dissatisfied are you ArehELs iy g S At Have fken swy o

E < : 2 your enjoyment of or satisfaction with hunting on
with your hunting on WMAs in Maryland in the Maryland WMAs in the past 5 years, even if they

past 5 years? (Asked of those who hunted on didn't prevent you from actually going hunting?
WMASs in Maryland in the past 5 years.) (Asked of those who hunted on WMAs in Maryland
in the past 5 years.)
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WMA Management

Which of the following types of management
would you like to see more of on WMAs in
Maryland? (Asked of those who hunted on

WMASs in Maryland in the past 5 years.)

Food plots

Crop fields
Managed wetlands
Forest management
Brushy habitat
Prescribed burmning

Mowing

o
E
o
<
@
@
®
c
o
a
@
@
1’4
2
b
=
F]
=

MNest boxes

MNone of these

Do not know

Percent (n=1686)




Use of Electronic Maps On
WMAS

When hunting on a WMA do you use electronic maps or apps to
help you navigate? (Asked of those who hunted on WMAs in
Maryland in the past 5 years.)

No

Do not know -
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Which electronic maps or apps do you use while
hunting on WMAs? (Asked of those who use electronic
maps or apps while hunting on WMAs.)

Google Maps

Google Earth
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Hunter Recruitment, Retention and
Reactivation

Have you taken somebody hunting who‘?was new to the Do you agree or disagree that it is important to introduce new
sport in the past 5 years? individuals to hunting?

Strongly agree
Moderately agree
Neither agree nor disagree

Moderately disagree

- Less than1%
Do not know | Less than0.5 Stronaly dissaree

Do not know
40

Percent (n=5709)

Have you ever taken somebody hunting who was new hercent{ng
to the sport?

What are the main reasons you do not agree that it is important

to introduce new individuals to hunting? (Asked of those who

do not agree that it is important to introduce new individuals to
hunting.)

Don't need more people hunfing

People should leam on their own

Does not personally have desire or ime to mentor
Mo longer very supportive of hunting

Other

Multiple Responses Allowed

Do not know { no response
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pecial R3 Hunting Opportunities

By you Stpport of cpposs RiNonat Spacial huniing Percent of respondents who indicated that each
of the following would make them more or less
likely to mentor a new hunter in Maryland in the

opportunities for youth in Maryland, such as Youth Hunt
Weekends and other similar events?

Strongly support
Moderately support
Meither support nor oppose
Moderately oppose 2 Sun hunting d.

Maryland

Strongly oppose

Do not know
Offering incel =5 for
40 mentoring, such as
Percent (n= drawings for free hunting

=quipment
Do you support or oppose additional special hunting BT

opportunities for first-time or new adult hunters in Maryland?

ertain publ

Moderatel only for mentored hunts
Meither support nor oppose

Moderately oppose
Having a speci i
weekend reserved onl
Strongly opposs for mentored hunts

Do not know
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Where Do Hunters Get Hunting
Information?

What sources do you use to get information
about hunting requirements and regulations,
such as season dates and bag limits, in
Maryland? What about...? (The list was
presented to the respondent.)

Maryland Department of Natural
Resources website

Maryland Department of Natural
Resources printed / paper Hunting Guide

Friends, family, co-workers, other
hunters, etc.

Maryland Department of Natural
Resources online / electronic Hunting
Guide
Maryland Department of Natural
Resources smartphone app
Matural Resources Police Officer

M d Department of Natural
urces Facebook page

Any other sources
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