
NOTE:  Free Parking will be available on the Navy Stadium Parking Lot, which is the third 
entrance on right off of Taylor Avenue. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE  
 
 

The Maryland Wildlife Advisory Commission 
 

Will Meet at 10:30 AM  
On Wed., October 16, 2024  
Department of Natural Resources 

Google Meet 
 

Meeting Agenda: 
 
Approval for October 16, 2024, Meeting Agenda 
 
Approval for Minutes from September 18, 2024, Meeting 
 
WHS Regional Operations Program Update (Candice Collison) 
 
Waterfowl Population Update (Josh Homyack and Kayla Harvey) 
 
Maryland Farm Bureau Update (Tyler Hough) 
 
Natural Resources Police Update (Captain Shawn Garren) 
 
Old Business: 
 Revamping Trapping Course Update - (Commissioner Kaitlin Rossignuolo) 
 License Portal Update - (Associate Director Brian Eyler) 
 Use of Drone for Deer Recovery and Hunting – Tabled to a future date. 
 Fox Chasing Non-License Requirement – Tabled to a future date. 
 Non-Lead Hunting Ammunition – Group Discussion 

 
New Business: 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Adjourn 



NOTE:  Free Parking will be available on the Navy Stadium Parking Lot, which is the third 
entrance on right off of Taylor Avenue. 

 
The Proposed Schedule for the 2024 meetings 
Of the Wildlife Advisory Commission is as follows: 
 
 
January 17th    Google Meet 
February 21st    Google Meet 
March 20th      In-Person Meeting at Tawes State Office Building 
April 17th    Google Meet 
May 15th      No Meeting 
June 26th     Google Meet 
July 17th     No Meeting 
August 21st    Google Meet 
September 18th   Google Meet 
October 16th      Google Meet 
November 20th   Google Meet  
December 18th   No Meeting 
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT MEETING DATES ARE HELD  
ON THE THIRD WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH 

  
Note: Unless notified otherwise, all meetings will be held via Google Meet. When meeting in 
person, they will be held in the C-1 Conference Room of the Department of Natural 
Resources—Tawes State Office Building beginning at 10:30 a.m. Available parking is located 
at the Navy Stadium Parking Lot.   
 



THE MARYLAND WILDLIFE ADVISORY COMMISSION MINUTES  
OCTOBER 16, 2024   

 
Chair Wagner called the meeting to order at 10:31 a.m. This meeting was held by teleconference. Chair 
Wagner asked for a roll call of individuals on the “call.” Unfortunately, because of the anonymity of Google 
Meet callers, it was impossible to determine the identity of every participant.  
 
Approval of October 16, 2024, Meeting Agenda 
• Motion: 

1. Commissioner Parks moved to accept the October 16, 2024, Wildlife Advisory Commission 
meeting agenda. 

2. Commissioner Smith seconded. 
3. All in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Approval of Minutes from September 18, 2024, Meeting 

• Motion: 
1. Commissioner Smith moved to accept the September 18, 2024, meeting minutes as presented. 
2. Commissioner Parks seconded. 
3. All in favor. Motion passed. 

 
WHS Regional Operations Program Update – Southern Regional Operations Program – Southern 
Region Manager Candice Collison 

• Southern Region Manager Candice Collison presented the Commission with a PowerPoint update on 
the Southern Regional Operations Program. [ATTACHMENT A]  

• The Southern Region includes Anne Arundel (AA), Prince George’s (PG), Charles (CH), Calvert 
(CV), and St. Mary’s (SM) counties. 

• Staff accomplished a lot with the help of the summer interns. 
• The Southern Region is the only region with one land field crew for land management. Therefore, 

staff are spread a little thin.  
• The Southern Region is split in half by the Patuxent River, and there are only a few locations where a 

person can cross the river, which makes connecting the two parts of the region a little challenging 
when staff must go from one place to another. 

• The Myrtle Grove Shooting Range is the only public shooting range on a WMA. It is a challenge to 
manage. 

• These are the meanings of the acronyms in the PowerPoint: LTC-Long Term Contractual, WMA-
Wildlife Management Area, DJS- Department Juvenile Services, RM-Regional Manager, HM-Habitat 
Manager, NEA-Natural Environment Area, NRMA-Natural Resources Management Area, CWMA-
Cooperative Wildlife Management Area, DMP-Deer Management Permit, SMECO-Southern 
Maryland Electric Cooperative, and RGS-Ruffed Grouse Society. 

• Staff will develop a firm plan for where physical blinds will be located and maintained. The staff goal 
is to work with partners; however, realistically, staff recognize that some volunteer groups tend to 
drop off. Therefore, staff must ensure they can maintain the blinds every year. 

• Southern Region Manager Candice Collison is utilizing Google MyMaps to map out waterfowl sites 
in the Southern Region. Once it is done, staff will share it with law enforcement and other agencies. 

• Staff are working on creating GeoPDFs for the Southern Region land properties that will have 
geographic information.  

• The staff goal was to return the two fields at Cedar Point WMA to mature forest. However, the two 
fields in the slide are already nine to ten years old, which puts them in perfect woodcock habitat. 
However, public access to them was unavailable. The Ruffed Grouse Society hired a volunteer 
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operator and rented equipment at their expense to open trails around these fields so that hunters could 
access the fields for woodcock. 

• Q&A Section: 
1. Chair Wagner asked if these land acquisitions, such as the Cecchini Property and Holly Hall 

properties, would be opened for hunting and how they would be opened to people.   
a. The top priority with any of these land acquisitions is that the land would be available for 

hunting.  
b. The Cecchini Property is not large but touches Swanson Creek, which will provide waterfowl 

opportunities. A power plant on the creek keeps the water warm and open all seasons. A soft 
launch is at the end of the road into Swanson Creek. The rest of Cecchini Property is forested, 
so the intent would be to open hunting on legal game species in that area.   

c. The Riverside WMA is already open to all species and weapons; therefore, Holly Hall would 
just be added to the existing Riverside WMA. 

2. Chair Wagner asked if building blinds on the Cecchini Property is possible and if WHS would 
partner with Ducks Unlimited, Delta, or other hunting organizations to construct them. 
a. After the Cecchini Property acquisition is completed, staff will better understand what can be 

done and be able to explore the shoreline more.  
b. Staff have been discussing this extensively; they want to utilize more partnerships to improve 

waterfowl hunting opportunities. 
c. Assistant Secretary Paul Peditto mentioned that staff appreciate the interest in building blinds. 

As former Southern Region Manager Paul Peditto noted, staff installed many blinds on both 
sides of those rivers. The difficulty is that if staff build those blinds and Maryland gets a storm 
and the blinds are wiped out, the hunting community will expect those blinds to be there by 
the next waterfowl hunting season. So, unless those volunteer partner groups are prepared to 
do the maintenance and rebuilds, staff have gone to the stake site model. Many hunters have 
moved to the mobile duck hunting model, which was unavailable 20 years ago.  

3. Chair Wagner asked about the non-consumptive usages on these sites, such as bird watchers, 
hikers, horseback riders, and bikers, and if there are plans to allow them to use these areas. 
a. The Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) are already open to all those non-consumptive 

users.  
b. WMAs are not maintained like State Parks’ properties and have few intricate trails. However, 

WMAs have some access trails that staff support for equipment to get to different fields. 
c. The Southern Region allows other users to access WMAs.  
d. The focus is to allow these areas to be opened and enjoyed by anyone who wants to 

experience nature. 
4. Commissioner Parks commented that the GeoPDF would benefit everyone enjoying nature, 

including hunters. 
5. Commissioner Showalter mentioned that many people use the onX App; however, Commissioner 

Showalter is unfamiliar with it. Commissioner Showalter asked if the GeoPDF maps are available 
to download. 
a. A person can download Avenza for free. Avenza allows a person to have three Geo-referenced 

maps at a time; the maps may be swapped out if the person does not want to pay for the 
subscription, which allows a person to have as many maps as someone wants. 

b. The primary difference is that if a person uploads the same PDF onto a mobile device, 
someone may open it in Avenza, showing the person’s location on that map, and the person 
can navigate from that point. 

c. Avenza does have other mapping options. 
d. OnX is a great tool. It tells the person who owns the land, but it doesn’t communicate if it 

is open to public hunting, which could be a challenge for new users, especially when the 
property may have a small section open to public hunting.   
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2024 Migratory Game Bird Status Update – Waterfowl Project Leader Kayla Harvey and Game Bird 
Section Leader Josh Homyack.  

• Waterfowl Project Leader Kayla Harvey gave an update on the Migratory Game Bird Species via a 
PowerPoint Presentation. [ATTACHMENT B] 

• The PowerPoint presentation focused on the current status of migratory game bird populations and 
some potential impacts on the 2025-26 Hunting Season. 

• The Atlantic Flyway Council met in September. The proposals were established based on various 
harvest strategies and the biological information collected through the summer. The proposals were 
submitted to the US Fish and Wildlife Service Regulations Committee. The US Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) Regulations Committee reviews the recommendations from all four flyway 
councils; then, the USFWS Regulations Committee decides on the federal frameworks for the states.  

• Surveys were conducted as usual. Staff demonstrated satellite imagery from 2023 to 2024 of the 
Ungava Peninsula, where the Atlantic Population of Canada Geese nest.  

• The Atlantic Flyway conditions were good to excellent. 
• The acronyms in the presentations are as follows: 

1. AFBWS – Atlantic Flyway Breeding Waterfowl Survey 
2. BBS – Breeding Bird Survey 
3. PHAB – Population and Habitat 
4. AHM – Adaptive Harvest Management 
5. LTA – Long-Term Average 
6. IPM – Integrated Population Model 

• The Traditional Survey Area population estimates displayed some fluctuations from 2023. Northern 
Pintail had a similar estimate to last year but is still below the long-term average. The redhead, 
canvasback, and scaup are back at similar estimates from last year, but scaup is still a bit below the 
long-term average. These are the primary species staff surveyed from the traditional area, which 
impact the Atlantic Flyway regulations. 

• In the Eastern Survey Area, which mainly impacts the Atlantic Flyway, there are not many 
fluctuations. The mallards are similar to 2023 but still below the long-term average. The black ducks 
were similar to 2023; even though it stated +23% from the long-term average, note that this average 
was from 1998 to 2023, so it does not consider the long-term average decline before that period. 
However, the black ducks’ overall population is stable. Wood ducks were similar to 2023 and similar 
to the long-term average. Green-wing teal, ring-necked duck, and common goldeneye were all similar 
and have similar or stable to increasing populations. However, staff noticed a significant increase for 
common goldeneye, which has a smaller sample size; therefore, any fluctuation would seem more 
prominent, but the common goldeneye has a stable population. 

• The Mallard Telemetry Project is still going on. The final year of deployment is this coming winter or 
the banning season. Staff will have some results to share in the coming years as the data comes in.  

• The Pintail Season will have a three-bird bag limit or a closed season. The Atlantic Flyway will have 
a three-bird bag limit if the pintail population level is above the closure limit.  If the pintail season is 
closed, it is due to the flyway accounting for less than 5% of the pintail harvest. The link in the 
Interim Pintail Harvest Strategy slide will take an individual to the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
website, which explains more about the Pintail Harvest Strategy. Also, below is the link: 
https://www.fws.gov/story/2024-06/new-strategy-inform-northern-pintail-hunting-regulations. 

• Staff will update the Commission on the data collected on the Atlantic Population of Canada Geese 
using GPS and GSM solar-powered neck collars. The project is going well, and the transmitters are 
working great and collecting a ton of data, similar to the mallard and black duck projects. 

• Remember that non-breeders are in the AP Canada Geese total population estimate. It takes three to 
four years for the Canada geese to breed. The component of the AP Canada Geese population has 
juvenile birds that hatched that year, but there are also subadult birds that are not forming a pair bond 
and not laying eggs. These subadult birds are not producers in the population. 

• The slide with Additional Updates is an aerial survey picture of the Chicamacomico River outside 

https://www.fws.gov/story/2024-06/new-strategy-inform-northern-pintail-hunting-regulations
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Vienna; staff had a bid project sponsored by the Grand National Waterfowl Association, partnered 
with the Maryland Wood Duck Initiative, and Maryland DNR that replaced 70 wood duck boxes and 
some predator guards. Therefore, there are a hundred functional boxes on the Chicamacomico River. 
Staff checked the boxes north of Newbridge Road and found excellent hatch success. Additionally, 
staff banded 140 wood ducks at LeCompte WMA; many were hatchlings birds. Therefore, the 
success of the boxes is demonstrated.  

• Drain tiles are used to drain the fields for agriculture, and staff members are trying to restore natural 
hydrology by digging down to the pipes and plugging the pipes with clay. Therefore, staff are 
stopping the water drainage from the fields, allowing the water to rise into the fields, and restoring 
these wetlands. The goal is to improve these sites for wildlife according to the goals of the approved 
plans.  

• Seeing the wildlife benefiting from restoring natural hydrology in these areas was gratifying.  
• Additional projects are needed for LeCompte WMA and Wye Island WMA.  
• Chair Wagner pointed out that these sites are great places to take legislators to show them what can 

be done to restore natural hydrology and improve the Chesapeake Bay and land. It would also be a 
good field trip for WAC members.  

• Q&A Section: 
1. Chair Wagner asked about the pintail season and whether the Atlantic Flyway will follow the 

other flyways with a three-bird bag limit.  
a. The other flyways have different limits, such as a bag limit of one, two, or close.  
b. As long as the population is above the season closure threshold, the Atlantic Flyway will have 

a three-bird bag limit. 
2. Chair Wagner asked if the pintail population was down. 

a. Yes, as stated in the presentation, the pintail population is down.  
b. It depends on whether you view harvest as an additive or compensatory. The reason pintails 

are below LTA is really due to habitat and little due to harvest. 
3. Chair Wagner questioned why the Atlantic Flyway imposes a three-bird bag limit when the 

population is down. No one in Maryland is going to shoot three pintails. 
a. That is true in the Atlantic Flyway. If any Flyway has a population-level impact on the 

harvest, it will be the Pacific Flyway. 
b. The other Flyways have a variable bag limit based on different population estimates. 
c. When pintails go further south, in the Prairie Pothole Region, the pintail's productivity is 

generally a lot higher. There is better ground, and the pintails do not have to migrate as far; 
therefore, the pintails have more fat reserves. If the Prairie Pothole Region is dry, pintails will 
try to move further north to the nest, and then pintail productivity is generally quite a bit 
lower. 

d. There is a latitude in which most pintails are found during the survey period; it is a variable 
model considering the settling latitude of pintails. 

4. Commissioner Jenkins asked how long it would take to reopen the season if the AP Canada Geese 
breeding pairs fell below the 60,000 breeding pairs and the season was closed.  
a. That is an unknown answer. The surveys would continue during that period. For example, just 

as it is now, we are in a restrictive season, which is a one-year thing. All these things are 
reconsidered annually. The annual data staff collect on these species is compared to what staff 
know about them from longer-term data sets and decisions.  

5. Commissioner Jenkins asked why staff would micromanage AP Canada Geese yearly when there 
is a decline. Also, Commissioner Jenkins asked why not run with a management option for three 
to four years and allow the species to build up. 
a. Staff recognized Commissioner Jenkins's good point, which may be a weakness of an annual 

regulatory cycle. It is how Atlantic Flyway does business.  
b. Staff are flying over large areas and surveying multiple species at the Continental scale to 

determine wildlife populations.  
c. Biologists have learned that it is better to be more conservative with the AP Canada Geese 
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population than to push the boundaries.  
d. The Atlantic Flyway made the current decision; it was not unanimous, but members took it 

seriously and made a more restrictive recommendation.  
 
Maryland Farm Bureau Update (MFB) – Tyler Hough, MFB Director of Government Relations   

• MFB Director of Government Relations Tyler Hough mentioned that MFB has been busy with 
energy issues and transmission lines. 

• MFB is preparing for some energy bills for the upcoming legislative session. 
• The MFB Convention will be held in Cambridge, MD, from December 7 through December 10. 
• Mr. Hough agreed to send information about the MFB Convention to Ms. Spencer so Ms. Spencer 

could disseminate the information to the Commission. The members of the Commission will contact 
Mr. Hough directly if someone would like to attend, have a booth, or be a sponsor of the MFB 
Convention. 

 
Natural Resources Police Update (NRP) – Captain Shawn Garren gave a presentation. 

• With the arrival of Colonel Lilly earlier this year, Colonel Lilly had a chance to review a lot of our 
internal structure. Colonel Lilly made some internal changes. Recently, NRP has completed all 
promotions except for corporals, which will be completed in the next three weeks. There may be a lot 
of changes with who is in these positions.  

• A new Lieutenant Colonel has been hired. He is a retired NRP major, and his name is Mike Sewell. 
Lieutenant Colonel Sewell brings some history to the NRP. 

• The total number of NRP violations written is 26,454. 
• The traffic violation amount was 3,699, which equates to about 14% of NRP violations. 
• The public land violations amount to 3,082, which equates to 11.7% of NRP violations. 
• The wildlife violations amount to 995, which equates to 3.8% of NRP violations. 
• The fisheries violations amount to 8,800, which equates to 33.3% of NRP violations. 
• The boating violations amount to 9,878, which equates to 37.2% of NRP violations. 

 
Old Business 

• Revamping Trapping Course Update – No Update.   
• License Portal Update –   

1. Associate Director Eyler informed the Commission that Brandt is progressing. Brandt gave a 
demo to staff who attended the License Portal meetings. 

2. Brandt and the staff are discussing the marketing aspect. 
3. Brandt is looking at deploying the hunting license component in February or March.  

• Increased in Hunting Fees and Stamps Update –  
1. Chair Wagner requested an update on where the increased hunting fees and stamps are going. 

Chair Wagner wondered if there is information that can be released to the hunters as to where the 
money is being spent. Chair Wagner acknowledged Southern Region Candice Collison’s 
presentation on recreational opportunities and land preservation; however, Chair Wagner asked 
how the hunters would benefit from the licensing increase.  

2. Associate Director Kristen Fleming will present an administration update, including a budget 
update, at the November 20, 2024, WAC meeting. 

3. Associate Director Kristen Fleming can show some of the increase in hunting license fees and 
stamp allocation.  

4. Land purchases are funded by Program Open Space, not hunting license fees. The use of hunting 
license dollars contributes to maintaining these lands.  

5. It is still early to calculate the allocation of these increased hunting license fees and stamps. 
• Non-use of Drones for Deer Recovery and Hunting — 

1. Commissioner Keithley pointed out that some big national organizations have a somewhat hazy 
position on using drones for deer recovery and hunting. Boone and Crockett Club and Pope and 
Young Club do not have a strong position other than that using drones for hunting goes against 
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the fair chase doctrine. Commissioner Keithley added that he read that Boone and Crockett Club 
recently released a statement that it was okay to use drones to recover animals but not to hunt 
animals. However, Commissioner Keithley noted that he did not see that statement in the Boone 
and Crockett policy statement. 

2. Commissioner Keithley mentioned that Montana is the only state in the Rocky Mountains that 
allows drone recovery, but he did not know how current that information was about Montana. 
Commissioner Keithley indicated that other states are evaluating the use of drones for recovery 
vs. hunting. The use of drones for hunting is not well received, but there is much more to discuss. 

3. Commissioner Keithley agreed to keep the Commission posted.  
4. Associate Director Eyler reminded the Commission that staff are tracking the use of drones for 

recovery and hunting.  
5. Commissioner Jenkins suggested that the DNR create strict laws prohibiting people from using 

drones for hunting, with fines of more than $200. 
• Fox Chasing Non-License Requirement—Tabled for a future date.  

1. Chair Wagner thanked Ms. Seigler and Ms. Brumme Pickett for attending and recognized that 
there is a need for another discussion when Director Stonesifer returns. 

2. Ms. Brumme Pickett informed the Commission that there is a scheduled work session to discuss 
the existing program and how to make it more robust. Ms. Brumme Pickett will report back to the 
Commission over the winter.  

• Non-Lead Hunting Ammunition –   
1. Commissioner Showalter indicated he would have something for Ms. Spencer to circulate to the 

Commission before the November 20 meeting discussion. Commissioner Showalter also informed 
the Commission that he would meet and discuss it with Associate Director Eyler before compiling 
a document.  

2. Commissioner Showalter explained that he would like the Commission to take a position and 
provide some action that is more on the importance of education and not enforcement education. 
So, the Commission and the Department can respond to these bills and be proactive so that the 
non-lead ammunition is recognized as an alternative that the Commission is providing 
opportunities for hunters to learn about it and that DNR does not need legislative assistance to 
learn more about it or to force a change. 

3. Assistant Secretary Peditto announced that the non-lead hunting ammunition would be 
returned next year during the legislative session. The language in the draft bill will be more 
complicated to manage.  

 
New Business – No New Business. 

 
Public Comment –  

• The public may contact the Members of the Commission at wac.dnr@maryland.gov.  
 
Adjournment  

• The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m. 
The next meeting will be in person at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, November 20, 2024. The location is the 
Tawes State Office Building, 580 Taylor Avenue, C-1B, Annapolis, MD, 21401. 
 
Attendance 

Members: TJ. Jenkins, S. Keithley, J. Parks, K. Rossignuolo, R. Showalter, M. Smith, and 
C. Wagner 

Absent: K. Kullberg and J. Schroyer 
Guest: S. Boyles Griffin, T. Hough, C. Brumme Pickett, and J. Seigler 
Staff: C. Collison, B. Eyler, K. Fleming, S. Garren, K. Harvey, J. Homyack, J. 

McKnight, J. Moulis, P. Peditto, and T. Spencer 
 

mailto:wac.dnr@maryland.gov


Southern Regional
Operations Program

WMA Mission
To conserve and enhance diverse wildlife populations and associated 

habitats while providing public enjoyment of the State’s wildlife 
resources through hunting and other wildlife-dependent recreation.

ATTACHMENT A



Currently have 10 staff 
members working in 2 offices 
(Myrtle Grove WMA and 
Tawes)
● 4 Wildlife Response Staff 

(2 classified and 2 LTCs)
● 5 Land Management Staff 

(3 classified and 2 LTCs)
● 2 vacant positions (1 

classified, 1 LTC)
● For the summer we also 

brought on 2 interns

Southern Region Staff



Staffing Challenges

• High turnover rate in the Southern Region due to high cost of living and 
low housing availability.

• Longest sitting land management staff have 2.5 years with WHS.
• Of our 10 current staff, 5 have less than 1 year with WHS.
• Incoming staff are typically young with little to no equipment 

experience, increasing our need for specialized training opportunities.

Cedar Point WMA Dove Field 2024



Acreage and Acquisitions

• Total current acreage of WMAs = 11,280+
• Acquisitions in progress:

– Cecchini Property in Charles County, 70 acres.
– Holly Hall Property in Charles County, 287 

acre addition to Riverside WMA.
– Cheltenham WMA (transfer of DJS 

property that has been managed as 
part of the WMA for many years.)

• Site visits:
– RM and HM conducted 12 sites 

visits of potential land acquisitions.
– 10 are still in progress. 4 would be 

new WMAs, if acquired and 6 would
be additions to current WMAs.

Riverside WMA

Cecchini



Southern Region WMAs

• Bowen WMA
• Cedar Point WMA
• Cheltenham WMA
• Chicamuxen WMA
• Myrtle Grove WMA
• Nanjemoy WMA
• Nanjemoy Creek WMA
• Parker’s Creek WMA
• Pope’s Creek WMA
• Riverside WMA

WMA Responsibilities
• Boundary marking and recovery
• Habitat management projects

– Herbicide application
– Planting food plots
– Greentree management
– Invasive species removal
– Prescribed burns

• Building and equipment maintenance
• Posting signage
• Routine mowing
• Road maintenance
• Trash pickup (has become a big 

issue)
• Brushing waterfowl blinds
• Parking lot maintenance

Staff Responsibilities -
WMA Management



Staff Responsibilities -
Other Duties

• Manage the Myrtle Grove WMA shooting range.
• Manage the Myrtle Grove permit/reservation 

office.
– Issued 8,600 reservations in the 2023/2024 season.
– Have issued 2200+ reservation already for 2024-2025 season.

• Assist with hunting programs on other 
properties:

– 22 State Parks/NEAs/NRMAs
– 4 State Forests
– 13 CWMAs
– We’ve opened or expanded public hunting opportunities on 6 

properties in the last 2 years.
• Manage 114 public waterfowl hunting sites.
• Respond to wildlife emergencies and issue DMPs 

in 5 counties.
• Assist with Heritage and Game Program projects.
• Issue trapping permits for 19 DNR properties.
• Teach Envirothon in the SR counties



Types of calls handled:
• Injured, sick, or stuck wildlife
• Concerns of wildlife disease 

outbreaks
• Nuisance wildlife advice
• Captive wildlife concerns (in 

partnership with NRP).

2024 Stats:
• 292 in-person responses so far 

in 2024.
• Majority of calls are deer-

related (37%) followed by 
raccoons (27%).

• Notable increases in calls for 
underweight/grounded osprey 
fledglings and fawn stuck 
between fence bars.

Wildlife Response Team



Notable Response Calls

● Staff assisted Natural Resources Police with confiscating:
○ 2 captive raccoons in St. Mary's County
○ A deer in Anne Arundel County

● A red fox that was tangled in chicken wire in Charles Co was 
released.

● A black vulture with an arrow through it in AA Co was transported 
to Phoenix Wildlife Center and was successfully rehabilitated.

● A red-tailed hawk trapped in a batting cage in AA Co was 
released.

● A red fox kit with its front paw stuck between the slats of an 
Adirondack chair in AA Co was extracted and released.

● A great blue heron that was tangled in fishing line in PG Co was 
released.

● 2 raccoon kits on a daycare playground in AA Co were relocated 
to an area of the property outside the playground fence.

● Staff responded after hours to assist PG Co Police with a white-
tailed buck that had broken through a sliding glass door into a 
home. The buck was chemically immobilized in order to safely 
remove it from the home.

● An osprey that was tangled in netting hanging from a powerline in 
Charles Co was removed with the assistance of SMECO and 
transported it to Owl Moon Raptor Center.



Black Bears in the
Southern Region

Increased Black Bear activity in the Southern Region has 
required us to better train and prepare our staff to 
respond to these types of calls.

● Staff coordinated with Washington DC's Humane 
Rescue Alliance officers to monitor a black bear as 
it traveled through Prince George's County and 
Washington DC into Virginia.

● Staff works closely with PG Co to monitor reports to 
track bear movements.



2024 Projects



Increased complaints on status of our 114 waterfowl hunting 
sites in the Southern Region has resulted in a need for an 
overhaul of our waterfowl sites.
● Due to staff turnover, some sites assumed to be 

stake/number sites have deteriorated blinds unknown to 
current staff.

● Limited or no staff with boating experience to get to sites.
● Assumptions on who was responsible for maintaining 

sites on State Parks or State Forests.

Solution:
● RM and HM have been visiting every single site to get 

current status and update signage. 
● Establishing an annual maintenance schedule.
● Developing a plan to utilize volunteer groups in harder-to-

access areas.
● Improve communication with other agencies to ensure all 

sites are getting equal attention.
○ Park Service
○ Forest Service
○ NRP
○ Cooperative property owners

● Developing resources to share across agencies to help 
find, manage, and enforce hunting regulations at 
waterfowl sites.

Waterfowl Site Management



Updating Resources
Google MyMaps



Updating Resources
Google MyMaps



Resources - GeoPDFs



Resources - Google Drive



Resources - DNR Website



SR Quail Initiative

Many partners 
involved in meetings 
concerning quail 
habitat in the SR. 

WHS will be assisting 
Park Service with 
habitat management 
plans, starting with 
Chapel Point.



RGS Trail Clearing Project 2024



RGS Trail Clearing Project 2024



Questions?



2024 Migratory Game 
Bird Status Update

ATTACHMENT B



Annual Regulatory Process for 
Migratory Game Birds

• 2024-2025 seasons were “set” in April, 2024 after 
extensive public review that began in October 2023.

• 2025-2026 seasons
– Atlantic Flyway Council, September 9-13, 2024.
– FWS Regulations Committee, October 2024.
– Proposed federal frameworks, early 2025.
– MGBAC early January, WAC reviews late January.
– Maryland public meeting and comment period 

(mid February).
– WAC vote late March with final season selection 

due to FWS, April 2025.



• Surveys and annual pre-season waterfowl banding efforts 
were conducted normally.

•Snow and ice cover maps from satellite photography.

2024 Habitat Conditions



Breeding Population and 
Habitat Survey (PHAB)



Survey Area: Traditional (tan) 
and Eastern (green)



Traditional Survey Area 
Population Estimates

Species 2024 2023 % Change 
from 2023

% Change from
LTA

Mallard 6.6 6.1 similar -16%

Gadwall 2.3 2.6 similar similar

American wigeon 2.9 1.9 +55% similar

Green-winged teal 3.0 2.5 +20% +38

Blue-winged teal 4.6 5.3 similar similar

Northern shoveler 2.6 2.9 Similar similar

Northern pintail 2.0 2.2 similar -49%

Redhead 0.8 0.9 similar similar

Canvasback 0.6 0.6 similar similar

Scaup 4.1 3.5 similar -17%



2024 Breeding Ducks in the Eastern Survey Area
(millions)

Species 2024 2023
% Change 

from 
2023

% Change 
from 
LTA

Mallard 1.17 1.22 similar -9%

Black Duck 0.86 0.74 similar +23%*

Wood Duck** 0.9 0.97 Similar similar
Green-winged Teal 0.47 0.38 +20% +29%
Ring-necked Duck 0.73 0.66 Similar similar
Common Goldeneye 1.2 0.84 +42% +76%

* Average from 1998-2023
** Wood Duck estimate from AFBWS and BBS

Eastern Survey Area 
Population Estimates



Multi-Stock 
Harvest Management

• Models 4 species representing birds important to 
hunters/harvest and different habitat types in the Atlantic 
Flyway, used to determine the general duck season.

•Replaced Eastern Mallard AHM in 2018

• Optimal choice for the 2025-26 Atlantic Flyway duck season is 
the liberal regulatory alternative (60 days/6 birds).



Eastern Mallards

• Integrated Population Model, independent of Multi-stock AHM.

• Liberal: 4/day (2 Hens) Moderate: 2/day (1 hen) Restrictive: 1/day 
Closed

• Harvest strategy recommends a liberal framework in 2025-26 (60/4 
with 2 hens).



Scaup Season

• Restrictive “hybrid” 
season for 2025-26

• 40 days (1 bird/day)
and 20 consecutive
days (2 birds/day)

• States choose where to 
place 20 days of 2 
birds/day but must be 
consecutive



Interim Pintail 
Harvest Strategy

• Harvest strategy last updated in 2010
• Updates: Advanced Population Model, additional 10 yrs 

data, new 3 – bird bag option
• Atlantic Flyway: 3 – bird bag unless season is closed
• https://www.fws.gov/story/2024-06/new-strategy-inform-

northern-pintail-hunting-regulations
• 2025-2026 season recommendation: 3 bird daily bag

https://www.fws.gov/story/2024-06/new-strategy-inform-northern-pintail-hunting-regulations
https://www.fws.gov/story/2024-06/new-strategy-inform-northern-pintail-hunting-regulations


• 2024 spring index 628,000.

• +7% from 2023.

• 24% juvenile to adult ratio in 
2024.

(LTA 21%, 15% in 2023)

Snow Geese



Atlantic Population (AP) 
Canada Geese



• Breeding Pair Survey 
conducted normally in mid- 
June.

• Pre-season Banding
- Conducted in 2024 (3,469 
birds banded).
- 500 GPS/GSM solar powered 
neck collars deployed over 
last 3 yrs.
- 2024 young to adult ratio was
0.89 and lower than the LTA 
(1.28).

2024 AP Monitoring



Ungava Snow and 
Ice Conditions

May 31, 2023May 31, 2024



AP Breeding Pairs



Total Number of AP 
Canada Geese



Recent Changes in AP CAGO 
Management Strategies

• The 3 year running average of the pair estimate, formerly used to 
determine the hunt package, was replaced by an Integrated 
Population Model (IPM) in 2021.

• The IPM makes better use of all the available demographic data on 
AP Canada geese and is capable of making out-year (i.e. advance) 
predictions of the number of breeding pairs.

• Use of the out-year prediction allows for a quicker response to 
population change under the current regulatory system.

• Revised AP Canada Goose Harvest Strategy is more conservative 
in all packages and requires a bag limit of 1 per day in all U.S. AP 
hunt zones when the restrictive package is recommended.



Atlantic Population Canada 
Goose Pair Estimates

• AP CAGO Breeding Pair Data 
2024 – 89,000 pairs
2023 - 115,000 pairs
2022 - 164,000 pairs
2021 - No survey
2020 - No Survey 
2019 - 120,000 pairs
2018 - 112,000 pairs

• 2021: AFC recommended a restrictive season for 2022-2023 although the harvest 
plan called for a moderate (30 day/2 bird per day) package. This is an important 
note because it was a more conservative approach than the harvest strategy 
called for

• 2022: AFC recommended the liberal package (45 days/ 2 bird per day) for 2023-24.
• 2023 AFC recommended a moderate package (30 days/ 2 bird per day) for 2024-25 

season.



Population 
Thresholds 
(Breeding 

Pairs)

Harvest 
Package

Target 
Adult 

Harvest 
Rate

Packages for 
Chesapeake 
Region AP 

Areas

Packages for 
Mid-Atlantic and 

New England 
Region AP 

Areas
> 160,000 Liberal 7% 45 days and 2 

geese/day
45 days and 3 

geese/day
< 160,00 and

> 125,000
Moderate 5% 30 days and 2 

geese/day
30 days and 3 

geese/day

< 125,000 and
> 60,000

Restrictive 3% 30 days and 1 
goose/day

30 days and 1 
goose/day

< 60,000 Closed 0% Closed Closed

Atlantic Population Canada 
Goose Harvest Strategy

• AP Canada goose IPM predicts 133,500 (95% CI = 93,000–187,500)
breeding pairs for June 2025, however, AFC recommended restrictive package



Atlantic Population Canada 
Goose Harvest Strategy

Why did the AFC recommend the restrictive package?

The harvest strategy directs the AFC to consider the IPM out-year 
prediction and other pertinent population metrics when making a 
decision.

- IPM 2025 Breeding Pair Prediction 133,500.
- 2024 Breeding Pair Estimate 89,000.
- 10 year trend of breed pair estimate is negative.
- 2024 Total Population Estimate 606,600.
- 2024 Young : Adult Ratio 0.89 (LTA 1.28).



Additional Updates



Offshore Blind Site Licensing

• Fifth year for the Departments web 
based OBSL system that utilizes a 
GIS based system coupled with 
virtual meetings

• Improvements have been made each 
year to the technology and overall 
process

• 1,993 licenses have been issued in 
2024 (2,152 total in 2023). 1,010
through the lottery, 983 during post 
lottery appointments



Wellington WMA, 
Somerset Co.

Construction completed in 2024
40 acres of impoundments/restoration.



Wellington WMA, 
Somerset Co.



Browns Branch WMA, 
Queen Annes County

• 16 acres wetland restoration planned for construction 2025 - 
2026.

• Drain tile plugging initiated summer 2024



Browns Branch WMA, Queen 
Annes County



Browns Branch WMA, Queen 
Annes County

Right after plugging



Browns Branch WMA, Queen 
Annes County

3 weeks later



Browns Branch WMA, Queen 
Annes County



Questions?


	WAC 10-16-2024 Approved Meeting Minutes
	Approval of October 16, 2024, Meeting Agenda
	Approval of Minutes from September 18, 2024, Meeting

	2024 Migratory Game Bird Status Update – Waterfowl Project Leader Kayla Harvey and Game Bird Section Leader Josh Homyack.
	 The PowerPoint presentation focused on the current status of migratory game bird populations and some potential impacts on the 2025-26 Hunting Season.
	 Surveys were conducted as usual. Staff demonstrated satellite imagery from 2023 to 2024 of the Ungava Peninsula, where the Atlantic Population of Canada Geese nest.
	 The Atlantic Flyway conditions were good to excellent.
	 The Traditional Survey Area population estimates displayed some fluctuations from 2023. Northern Pintail had a similar estimate to last year but is still below the long-term average. The redhead, canvasback, and scaup are back at similar estimates f...
	 In the Eastern Survey Area, which mainly impacts the Atlantic Flyway, there are not many fluctuations. The mallards are similar to 2023 but still below the long-term average. The black ducks were similar to 2023; even though it stated +23% from the ...
	 The Mallard Telemetry Project is still going on. The final year of deployment is this coming winter or the banning season. Staff will have some results to share in the coming years as the data comes in.
	 The Pintail Season will have a three-bird bag limit or a closed season. The Atlantic Flyway will have a three-bird bag limit if the pintail population level is above the closure limit.  If the pintail season is closed, it is due to the flyway accoun...
	 Staff will update the Commission on the data collected on the Atlantic Population of Canada Geese using GPS and GSM solar-powered neck collars. The project is going well, and the transmitters are working great and collecting a ton of data, similar t...
	 Remember that non-breeders are in the AP Canada Geese total population estimate. It takes three to four years for the Canada geese to breed. The component of the AP Canada Geese population has juvenile birds that hatched that year, but there are als...
	 The slide with Additional Updates is an aerial survey picture of the Chicamacomico River outside Vienna; staff had a bid project sponsored by the Grand National Waterfowl Association, partnered with the Maryland Wood Duck Initiative, and Maryland DN...
	 Drain tiles are used to drain the fields for agriculture, and staff members are trying to restore natural hydrology by digging down to the pipes and plugging the pipes with clay. Therefore, staff are stopping the water drainage from the fields, allo...
	 Seeing the wildlife benefiting from restoring natural hydrology in these areas was gratifying.
	 Additional projects are needed for LeCompte WMA and Wye Island WMA.
	 Chair Wagner pointed out that these sites are great places to take legislators to show them what can be done to restore natural hydrology and improve the Chesapeake Bay and land. It would also be a good field trip for WAC members.
	 Q&A Section:
	1. Chair Wagner asked about the pintail season and whether the Atlantic Flyway will follow the other flyways with a three-bird bag limit.
	a. The other flyways have different limits, such as a bag limit of one, two, or close.
	b. As long as the population is above the season closure threshold, the Atlantic Flyway will have a three-bird bag limit.
	2. Chair Wagner asked if the pintail population was down.
	a. Yes, as stated in the presentation, the pintail population is down.
	b. It depends on whether you view harvest as an additive or compensatory. The reason pintails are below LTA is really due to habitat and little due to harvest.
	3. Chair Wagner questioned why the Atlantic Flyway imposes a three-bird bag limit when the population is down. No one in Maryland is going to shoot three pintails.
	a. That is true in the Atlantic Flyway. If any Flyway has a population-level impact on the harvest, it will be the Pacific Flyway.
	b. The other Flyways have a variable bag limit based on different population estimates.
	c. When pintails go further south, in the Prairie Pothole Region, the pintail's productivity is generally a lot higher. There is better ground, and the pintails do not have to migrate as far; therefore, the pintails have more fat reserves. If the Prai...
	d. There is a latitude in which most pintails are found during the survey period; it is a variable model considering the settling latitude of pintails.
	4. Commissioner Jenkins asked how long it would take to reopen the season if the AP Canada Geese breeding pairs fell below the 60,000 breeding pairs and the season was closed.
	a. That is an unknown answer. The surveys would continue during that period. For example, just as it is now, we are in a restrictive season, which is a one-year thing. All these things are reconsidered annually. The annual data staff collect on these ...
	5. Commissioner Jenkins asked why staff would micromanage AP Canada Geese yearly when there is a decline. Also, Commissioner Jenkins asked why not run with a management option for three to four years and allow the species to build up.
	a. Staff recognized Commissioner Jenkins's good point, which may be a weakness of an annual regulatory cycle. It is how Atlantic Flyway does business.
	b. Staff are flying over large areas and surveying multiple species at the Continental scale to determine wildlife populations.
	c. Biologists have learned that it is better to be more conservative with the AP Canada Geese population than to push the boundaries.
	d. The Atlantic Flyway made the current decision; it was not unanimous, but members took it seriously and made a more restrictive recommendation.
	Maryland Farm Bureau Update (MFB) – Tyler Hough, MFB Director of Government Relations
	 MFB Director of Government Relations Tyler Hough mentioned that MFB has been busy with energy issues and transmission lines.
	 MFB is preparing for some energy bills for the upcoming legislative session.
	 The MFB Convention will be held in Cambridge, MD, from December 7 through December 10.
	 Mr. Hough agreed to send information about the MFB Convention to Ms. Spencer so Ms. Spencer could disseminate the information to the Commission. The members of the Commission will contact Mr. Hough directly if someone would like to attend, have a bo...
	Natural Resources Police Update (NRP) – Captain Shawn Garren gave a presentation.
	 With the arrival of Colonel Lilly earlier this year, Colonel Lilly had a chance to review a lot of our internal structure. Colonel Lilly made some internal changes. Recently, NRP has completed all promotions except for corporals, which will be compl...
	 A new Lieutenant Colonel has been hired. He is a retired NRP major, and his name is Mike Sewell. Lieutenant Colonel Sewell brings some history to the NRP.
	 The total number of NRP violations written is 26,454.
	 The traffic violation amount was 3,699, which equates to about 14% of NRP violations.
	 The public land violations amount to 3,082, which equates to 11.7% of NRP violations.
	 The wildlife violations amount to 995, which equates to 3.8% of NRP violations.
	 The fisheries violations amount to 8,800, which equates to 33.3% of NRP violations.
	 The boating violations amount to 9,878, which equates to 37.2% of NRP violations.
	Old Business
	 Revamping Trapping Course Update – No Update.
	 License Portal Update –
	1. Associate Director Eyler informed the Commission that Brandt is progressing. Brandt gave a demo to staff who attended the License Portal meetings.
	2. Brandt and the staff are discussing the marketing aspect.
	3. Brandt is looking at deploying the hunting license component in February or March.
	 Increased in Hunting Fees and Stamps Update –
	1. Chair Wagner requested an update on where the increased hunting fees and stamps are going. Chair Wagner wondered if there is information that can be released to the hunters as to where the money is being spent. Chair Wagner acknowledged Southern Re...
	2. Associate Director Kristen Fleming will present an administration update, including a budget update, at the November 20, 2024, WAC meeting.
	3. Associate Director Kristen Fleming can show some of the increase in hunting license fees and stamp allocation.
	4. Land purchases are funded by Program Open Space, not hunting license fees. The use of hunting license dollars contributes to maintaining these lands.
	5. It is still early to calculate the allocation of these increased hunting license fees and stamps.
	 Non-use of Drones for Deer Recovery and Hunting —
	1. Commissioner Keithley pointed out that some big national organizations have a somewhat hazy position on using drones for deer recovery and hunting. Boone and Crockett Club and Pope and Young Club do not have a strong position other than that using ...
	2. Commissioner Keithley mentioned that Montana is the only state in the Rocky Mountains that allows drone recovery, but he did not know how current that information was about Montana. Commissioner Keithley indicated that other states are evaluating t...
	3. Commissioner Keithley agreed to keep the Commission posted.
	4. Associate Director Eyler reminded the Commission that staff are tracking the use of drones for recovery and hunting.
	5. Commissioner Jenkins suggested that the DNR create strict laws prohibiting people from using drones for hunting, with fines of more than $200.
	 Fox Chasing Non-License Requirement—Tabled for a future date.
	1. Chair Wagner thanked Ms. Seigler and Ms. Brumme Pickett for attending and recognized that there is a need for another discussion when Director Stonesifer returns.
	2. Ms. Brumme Pickett informed the Commission that there is a scheduled work session to discuss the existing program and how to make it more robust. Ms. Brumme Pickett will report back to the Commission over the winter.
	 Non-Lead Hunting Ammunition –
	1. Commissioner Showalter indicated he would have something for Ms. Spencer to circulate to the Commission before the November 20 meeting discussion. Commissioner Showalter also informed the Commission that he would meet and discuss it with Associate ...
	2. Commissioner Showalter explained that he would like the Commission to take a position and provide some action that is more on the importance of education and not enforcement education. So, the Commission and the Department can respond to these bill...
	3. Assistant Secretary Peditto announced that the non-lead hunting ammunition would be returned next year during the legislative session. The language in the draft bill will be more complicated to manage.
	New Business – No New Business.
	Public Comment –
	 The public may contact the Members of the Commission at wac.dnr@maryland.gov.
	Adjournment
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