
 
THE MARYLAND WILDLIFE ADVISORY COMMISSION 

MINUTES – AUGUST 16, 2017 
 
 
Chairman Compton called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. 
 

 Approval for the August 16, 2017 Meeting Agenda 
 Motion: 

1. Commissioner Schroyer moved to approve the August 16th agenda. 
2. Commissioner Gregor seconded. 
3. All in favor.  Motion passed. 

 
Approval for Minutes from June 21, 2017 Meeting 

 Motion: 
1. Commissioner Boyles Griffin moved to approve the June 21, 2017 meeting minutes. 
2. Commissioner Schroyer seconded. 
3. All in favor.  Motion passed. 

 
10-Year Deer Plan Revision Update – Presentation given by Deer Project Leader Brian Eyler. 

 Mr. Eyler reminded the Commission members about the email they received on July 20th about the 
10-Year Deer Plan. 

 Mr. Eyler mentioned that if the Commission members have any feedback or questions about the 
10-Year Deer Plan to send questions or feedback to brian.eyler@maryland.gov.   

 Staff are working on the questions for the public opinion survey on the deer management plan. 
 The Maryland 10-Year White-tailed Deer Plan Revision –Approximate Timeline was handed out 

to the Commission. [ATTACHMENT A] 
 The Commission received a copy the summary of the White-tailed Deer Plan 2009-2018 goals, 

objectives, and strategies. [ATTACHMENT B] 
  
 Wildlife and Heritage Service (WHS) Administration Update and WHS FY17 and FY18 Budget 

Update – Presentation given by Associate Director Glenn Therres.  
 Mr. Therres gave an update on the WHS Administration Program in a Power Point Presentation. 

[ATTACHMENT C] 
 Mr. Therres provided an example of Special Funds, such as hunting license revenue.  Special 

Funds are used for wildlife conservation specific purposes.  The Wildlife Management and 
Protection fund is made up of all hunting license and stamp funds and is basically WHS’ primary 
operation funding source. 

 The itemized slide demonstrated the FY18 projected expenditures. 
 WHS is funded by approximately 50% State Special Funds and 50% Federal matching funds. 
 All of the Federal Aid funding sources have restrictions from US Fish and Wildlife Service 

(USFWS) on the use of hose funds.  
 Associate Director Glenn Therres handed out the WHS’ FY17 and FY18 budget appropriations. 

[ATTACHMENT D] 
 Funding is often impossible to spend during the current fiscal year due to the time required by 

state law or policy to effect a legally binding bid for high-priced machinery or higher-valued 
contracts.  Often these requisitions will exceed one year and are almost always subject to several 
months of procurement process – putting those expenditures into following fiscal year and leaving 
the agency with what appears to be unspent appropriation.  

 Discussion ensued about oversight of Special Funds and Federal Aid with the Board of Public 
Works.  The Board of Public Works has the oversight of General Funds along with oversight of 
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Special Funds and Federal Aid which are not Maryland’s tax dollars.   Several states in the north 
east have the same procurement procedures.   

 The USFWS allows the WHS to use funding for overhead.  WHS funding sources are not 
exclusive.  Our funding sources support the Office of Secretary, Information and Technology, 
Office of Communication, and Natural Resources Police. 

 Food plots on wildlife management areas are federally funded…food plots are allocated from 
regional supplies and materials chart of account.  WHS has not used new federal aid money to 
purchase new WMAs.  WHS uses that money to manage WMAs.  Each WHS regional manager 
has a regional budget to manage WMAs.  If staff would obtain new land, the regional manager 
will coordinate with staff to get it ready for public access, which would include hunting 
opportunities. 

 WHS does not receive any operational or start up monies from the acquisition process.  There is a 
transfer tax from any real estate transaction that underwrites acquisition of public land.  WHS 
manages 125,000 acres of land.  DNR receives new lands almost every month through the Board 
of Public Works process. 

 
Break 11:00 AM through 11:10 AM 
 
Maryland Farm Bureau (MFB) Update – Presentation given by Colby Ferguson, Government 
Relations Director 

 Mr. Ferguson mentioned that MFB, and DNR met on July 14th to discuss crop damage and wildlife 
management at the Maryland Farm Bureau Office in Davidsonville, Maryland.  Deputy Secretary 
Joanne Throwe and Assistant Secretary Daryl Anthony attended this meeting with Mr. Ferguson 
and a number of farmers from across Maryland.  Also in attendance was one of the deer 
“sharpshooter” cooperators from Libby Brothers. 
1. The meeting was dominated by attendance from Eastern Region farmers. 
2. There were a few farmers attending from Central and Southern Regions. 
3. The discussion was centered on white-tailed deer and sika deer along with the discussion about 

DNR obtaining more public lands and unable to maintain the wildlife on these lands. 
4. There was discussion about creating deer cooperator permits for farmers that would allow 

nighttime shooting and the use of silencers.  In the MFB opinion, the current model of the deer 
cooperator permit is not geared towards the agricultural community.   

5. The farmers are tired of taking 15% loss off the top every year. 
6. The farmers are tired of being the poster child for hunters to try to get more liberal bag limits 

and more hunting days.  The farmers are caught being in the middle between the individuals 
against hunting and the hunting community. 

7. The MFB walked away with action items. 
 Mr. Ferguson mentioned that there are several action items from the MFB and DNR meeting.  

Staff are working on a new deer cooperator permit for the agricultural community.  Staff are 
working on a test but it will have a less rigorous requirement and more in line with someone who 
is controlling deer on agricultural lands. 

 Mr. Ferguson expressed that he is so surprised that the farmers are this tolerant.  
 Director Peditto indicated that some of the action items will require policy changes, some are 

likely law changes and others are probably regulations changes. 
 The Commission discussed the fact that there are farmers who lease their properties to allow deer 

hunting - and are paid a lot of money to do so.  The same farmers do not want to upset the deer 
hunters that are leasing their properties because the farmers make good money on these lease 
agreements.  In addition, the Department has to be careful in issuing a Deer Cooperator Permit or 
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night-shooting permits because there are other stakeholders who have an interest in deer – hunters 
and non-hunters in particular, who do not farm.   

 Discussion ensued again about deer management tools along with the cost of doing business on 
agricultural lands.  One of the action items that came from the MFB and DNR meeting is to check 
with the Maryland Correctional Enterprises (prisons) about their ability to process deer.   

 Other issues were raised: 
1. Hunting license dollars are paying for issuance of the deer management permits to farmers. 
2. Most farmer/landowners do not purchase a hunting license so they do not contribute to the 

funding that underwrites the assistance DNR-WHS provides to farmers. 
3. The Department has several action items from the MFB and DNR meeting.  The Department is 

working on these actions.  The Department will meet again with the MFB. 
4. Staff will be attending the MFB December Convention and staff will listen to members of 

MFB wildlife committee as they respond to the Department’s implementing more deer 
management tools for the farmers to use. 

5. Some of these changes will be policies and will not be vetted through the stakeholders’ 
process.  Commissioner Michael mentioned that using a different process could be 
problematic. 
 

Natural Resource Police Update – Presentation given by Sgt. Satterfield 
 Sgt. Satterfield indicated that officers were busy doing background checks. 
 The aviation status is still pending.  NRP is hoping that the aviation unit will remain. 
 Sgt. Satterfield expressed that Major Ingerson wanted Sgt. Satterfield to talk about hunter orange 

for landowners, spouses, and children.  Historically, the first year of a new change like this, NRP 
would provide education, not citations. The preferred method will be a written warning.   
1. This season, landowners are required to wear fluorescent orange.   
2. Keep in mind, the original law only exempted the landowner (s).  If the spouse was not listed 

as a landowner, then the spouse had to wear fluorescent orange along with the children. 
3. Basically, the landowners just need to put on a fluorescent orange cap. 

 There is an active investigation related to the illegal fishing in Dorchester County so Sgt. 
Satterfield could not provide an update. 

 Sgt. Satterfield had no knowledge related to the shooting of the velvet bucks that were left to die in 
a field in Dorchester County.  Chairman Compton requested that Sgt. Satterfield provide an update 
at the next WAC meeting. 
1. The Department received a formal request that included a complaint along with an inquiry to 

provide information on deer management permits in general and how many permits are issued, 
how often the permits are used, and specific questions related to law enforcement from the 
Maryland Legislative Sportsmen’s Caucus. 

2. Staff provided a response through the Secretary’s office. 
 
Old Business 

 Chairman Compton reminded the Commission about the field day for September 20th.   
 The Commission will be at the wildlife office at the Gwynnbrook WMA and the following items 

are offered: 
1. Drone Demonstration 
2. Air Bow Demonstration 
3. Managed Hunt Program Overview 
4. Sunflower Field Discussion 
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 Director Peditto provided the Commission an overview of the issues related to the McKee-Beshers 
WMA sunflower fields.  The sunflowers fields are planted for wildlife management and the 
funding source is from hunter dollars. 

 
New Business 

 Director Peditto announced the retirement of Associate Director Peter Jayne to the Commission.  
The Commission members thanked Mr. Peter Jayne for his service and congratulated him on his 
retirement. 

 Chairman Compton discussed with the Commission the lack of quorum for certain months and 
whether we had the ability to use some of the conference technology including using the 
Smartboard for members of the Commission who cannot attend. 
1. Commissioner Boyles Griffin indicated that it is not good idea to just conference in but if a 

member of the Commission could not make a meeting; the technology would have to be 
something like Skype.   Commissioner Michael agreed with Commissioner Boyles Griffin 
suggestion. 

2. Director Peditto informed the Commission about concerns as to whether that person is on a 
public line and how we would manage the process since the Smartboard is not interactive.  

3. Commissioner Michael responded that the meeting minutes are excellent and minutes allow 
the Commission to be transparent so the Commission meets the requirement of being 
transparent. 

4. Commissioner Gulbrandsen mentioned that what would really help the Commission is to have 
a quorum and have nine members serving Commission as written in the law. 

5. From the discussion among the Commission, there are no members from Southern Maryland 
and no new minority representative.  

6. Chairman Compton agreed to reach out to former Commission member Charles Rodney about 
obtaining contact information for individuals that may be interested in serving on the 
Commission. 

7. The Department does not have the authority to maintain a list of candidates to serve on an 
appointed body. 

8. Chairman Compton announced to the Commission that anyone who knows someone that is 
interested in serving on the Commission should submit an application to the Governor’s 
Appointment Office. 

 
Adjournment 

 The meeting was adjourned at 12:33 P.M. 
 The next meeting will be held at 9:30 A.M. on Wednesday, November 15, 2017 in the Tawes State 

Office Building, C-1 Conference Room; Annapolis, Maryland. 
 

Attendance 
Members: L. Compton, T. Gregor, S. Boyles Griffin, E. Gulbrandsen,  J. Michael, and J. 

Schroyer 
Absent: M. Goetze and R. Weinberg
Guest: C. Ferguson 
Staff: B. Eyler, P. Jayne, J. Moulis, S. Satterfield, P. Peditto, T. Spencer, G. Therres
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• Budget, Procurement, Inventory
• Federal Aid Coordination
• Personnel 
• Wildlife Permits
• Regulations
• Legislation
• Hunting Guide
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Program Staff

• Glenn Therres, Associate Director
• Tina Jarvis, Wildlife Permits
• Connie Roberts, Wildlife Permits
• Wade Henry, Graphic Arts & Hunting 

Guide (moving to I&E Program)
• Errica Muriel, Admin Specialist
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Wildlife Permits

Tina Jarvis

• Shoreline Blind Sites

• Endangered Species

• Scientific Collecting

• Regulated Shooting Areas

• USFWS special permits

Connie Roberts

• Falconry

• Game Husbandry

• Captive Reptile and Amphibian

• Wildlife Rehabilitation

• Taxidermy

• Wildlife Damage Control Cooperator

• Waterfowl Guide and Outfitter
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FY18 Budget = $11,341,533

$5,874,260

$184,090$85,000

$5,198,183

Federal

Special

General

Reimbursable
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• Classified Salaries $7,425,310
• Contractual Salaries $725,192
• Communications $259,235
• Travel $86,279
• Fuel and Utilities $69,478
• Motor Vehicle Operations $765,055
• Contractual Services $1,155,900
• Supplies and Materials $408,694
• Equipment – Replacement $89,375
• Equipment – Additional $84,450
• Grants $95,000
• Fixed Charges $177,565



WHS Administration Program

7

State Special Funds - FY18

Wildlife Management & Protection = $4,284,000
Chesapeake Bay & Endangered Species = $400,000
Migratory Game Bird Fund = $415,000
Upland Wildlife Habitat Fund = $1,000
Deer Stamp Account = $98,000
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Federal Aid – FY18

Pittman-Robertson = $5,176,000
State Wildlife Grants = $625,000
Section 6 Endangered Species = $45,000
White-nose Syndrome Grant = $18,000
Other = 10,000
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