
 

THE MARYLAND WILDLIFE ADVISORY COMMISSION 

MINUTES – JANUARY 18, 2017 

 

 

Chair Gregor called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 Approval for the January 18, 2017 Meeting Agenda 

 Motion: 

1. Commissioner Weinberg moved to approve the November 16
th

 Wildlife Advisory Commission 

Meeting Agenda. 

2. Commissioner Schroyer seconded. 

3. All in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

Approval for Minutes from November 16, 2016 Meeting 

 Motion: 

1. Commissioner Weinberg moved to approve the November 16
th

 meeting minutes as presented. 

2. Commissioner Schroyer seconded. 

3. All in favor.  Motion passed. 

 

Natural Heritage Program Update/Wildlife Diversity Advisory Committee Update – Presentation 

given by Jonathan McKnight. 

 Associate Director Jonathan McKnight provided an update on the Natural Heritage Program and 

Wildlife Diversity Advisory Committee in a Power Point Presentation.  [ATTACHMENT A] 

 Maryland Natural Heritage Program was established in 1979. 

 There are four programs under the Natural Heritage Program: 

1. Science Program includes coordinators for specific scientific efforts along with a State 

botanist. 

2. Habitat Conservation Program includes staff members that are the “boots on the ground” and 

are comprised of regional ecologists. 

3. Conservation Technology Program involves the technical heart of the Natural Heritage 

Program. The program manages a database that includes global, national, and state related non-

game species information. 

4. Farm Resources Conservation Program uses the Farm Bill to help with conservation efforts on 

private land across Maryland. 

 The State Wildlife Action Plan is available online.  The Plan outlines significant habitat areas that 

support non-game species. 

 Funding sources continue to decline from FY10 to present.  Congress would need to take action to 

fund the State Wildlife Grants program.  There is a national effort to fund non-game species. 

 Associate Director McKnight handed out an executive summary “Sustaining and Connecting 

People to Fish and Wildlife – A Looming Crisis Can be Avoided”.  [ATTACHMENT B] 

 Associate Director McKnight summarized H.R. 5650. A proposed bill that was introduced to 

Congress in Fall of 2016.  [ATTACHMENT C] 

1. The Bill proposes 1.3 billion in current federal revenue derived from oil, coal, gas leases on 

federal land and offshore waters to fund the conservation of non-game species.  The funds 

would be made available through State Wildlife Grants program. 

2. The fund source would be administered similar to the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration 

Act. 

3. There was no Senate Bill but there are plans from the sponsors to reintroduce the bill in the 

new Congress. 
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 The Wildlife Diversity Advisory Committee is requesting formal support of the Blue Ribbon Panel 

on Sustaining America‟s Diverse Fish and Wildlife Resources and the H.R. 5650 Recovering 

America Wildlife Act. 

 Motion: 

1. Commissioner Weinberg moved to have WHS staff draft a letter of support on the concept of 

the Blue Ribbon Panel on Sustaining America‟s Diverse Fish and Wildlife Resources and the 

H.R. 5650 Recovering America Wildlife Act. 

2. Commissioner Michael seconded. 

3. Discussion: 

a. Commissioner Michael asked if there are any federal leases among Maryland geography.  

There is a deep storage facility that maybe a federal nexus – DNR is not aware of any oil, 

coal or federal gas leases in Maryland.   This concept is a „no brainer‟ for Maryland 

because Maryland has nothing to lose. 

4. Motion passed.   

 Associate Director McKnight will draft a letter on behalf of the Commission. 

  

2017 Legislative Session Update – Presentation given by Associate Director Glenn Therres and Director 

Paul Peditto. 

 Associate Director Glenn Therres handed out the Summary of 2017 Proposed Legislation  - 

Wildlife and Heritage Service (as of January 17, 2017) [ATTACHMENT D] 

 Five bills have been introduced since January 17
th

 – two House bills and three Senate bills. 

 Associate Director Therres provided a summary of the bills. 

 HB0068 would impact our state-side funding and reduce our federal match because it reduces the 

number of paid hunting licenses. 

 Discussion ensued about federal funding and the status of hunting licenses in Maryland. 

 Commissioner Michael commented again for the record that the game laws should be the same in 

every county subject to the department‟s scientific needs. 

 There is a departmental bill to be re-introduced that will clean-up several outdated provisions in 

law and federal audit requirements 

 

Proposed Migratory Game Bird Seasons and Bag Limits – Presentation given by Waterfowl Project 

Leader Josh Homyack. 

 Waterfowl Project Leader Josh Homyack handed out the Proposed Maryland Migratory Game 

Bird Seasons and Bag Limits for the 2017-2018 Hunting Year. [ATTACHMENT E] 

 Mr. Homyack provided a summary of the Proposed Migratory Game Bird Seasons and Bag Limits 

in a Power Point Presentation. [ATTACHMENT F] 

 Staff will be releasing the proposals in February for public comment.  Staff will also provide a 

summary of the public comments to the Commission.  At that time, the Commission will vote on 

the proposals. 

 Commissioner Michael requested that staff maximize the overlap with the middle split of the 

Mourning Dove Season with small game species.   

 

Natural Resource Police Update – Presentation given by Sgt. Bill Davis 

 There were a few cases of hunting without a license, failing to check in a deer, and having a 

loaded weapon in a vehicle. 

 There is another case related to spotlighting in a field with a sawed off shotgun without the serial 

numbers. 
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 There was a Montgomery County case where it was reported that a man was shot in the head by a 

hunter.  But knowing what we know now there was no hunter involved.  The individual was hit in 

the head by most likely a tree branch. 

 The Kent County case involving the 200-inch buck went to bench trial.  The judge heard 6 to 7 

hours of testimony and decided to hear the trial on another day.  In fact, the court has actually 

scheduled two additional days to hear from potential witnesses and evidence. Staff wrote a letter 

asking that restitution to be added to this case.  

1. Director Peditto has been working on a letter to the prosecutors to seek restitution. 

2. Commissioner Michael pointed out it could be considered as a sentence enhancement and must 

be given notification ahead of time. 

3. WHS staff will be providing in-service training to NRP officers including restitution as one of 

the training topics. 

 Bear Attack  

1. There is a Black Bear Response Plan that has been in existence for more than a decade that 

guides staff in managing nuisance bears.  It spells out several of steps for staff to triage a 

situation with the facts that we know. 

2. The Black Bear Response Plan outlines that euthanizing is the only option in a human attack. 

3. The sow was still nearby after the attack and one of the cubs were still in the driveway.   

4. Director Peditto stated that he rather be second-guess about euthanizing a sow than explaining 

to the next victim why we did not euthanize the sow the first time. The cubs are old enough to 

survive. 

 The feral cat email will be discussed at the February 15, 2017 meeting of the WAC. 

 

Old Business 

 Commissioner Michael spoke about the Deer Management Permits (DMP) Subcommittee.  

Director Peditto agreed to be the DNR representative and Colby Ferguson will be the 

representative from the Maryland Farm Bureau.  Commissioner Gulbrandsen received a copy of 

the DMP general conditions. 

 Discussion ensued among the Commissioners about the Maryland Farm Bureau. 

1. Commissioner Weinberg stated that the tone in the email was inappropriate.  Commissioner 

Weinberg mentioned that there are two statutory purposes for the WAC: to promote hunting in 

the State and to preserve wildlife.  Commissioner Weinberg pointed out that he understands 

there is a conflict between the two statutory purposes and the agricultural community‟s interest 

in eliminating deer.  Commissioner Weinberg added that this conflict in regards to wildlife and 

agricultural is discussed at almost every Commission meeting…to some extent it is necessary, 

valuable, and appropriate but Mr. Ferguson‟s tone was unwarranted.  Commissioner Weinberg 

requested that Commissioner Michael and Commissioner Gulbrandsen relay that 

communication to Mr. Ferguson. 

2. Commissioner Weinberg asked about a bill rumored to be coming about sharpshooters and 

taking deer at night under the DMP. 

3. Commissioner Michael explained that there is a Sunday hunting bill for Montgomery 

County…the compromise time will be 10:30 AM for Montgomery County. Commissioner 

Schroyer indicated that he is concerned that this will become a statewide bill and some 

counties will lose „full day‟ Sunday hunting opportunities. 

4. Commissioner Michael outlined that the DMP subcommittee will report back solutions to the 

Commission. 

5. The Department does not charge a fee to process DMPs.  These agents/farmers do not 

contribute to the funding of the agency that is issuing these DMPs. 
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6. Commissioner Gulbrandsen stressed that the solutions that the subcommittee comes up with 

will have to go through the stakeholders‟ process. 

 

New Business 

 Long Range Weapons Discussion 

1. Commissioner Schroyer expressed his concern about long range weapons for hunting.  These 

agents are shooting up to 1800 yards.  These are very accurate weapons but these agents are 

setting up on hilltop/mountain tops shooting into these fields.  These agents are using a heavy 

bullet and shooting over a mile away to take out the deer on these fields.  A lot can go wrong 

with using these weapons in Maryland. 

2. Commissioner Gulbrandsen pointed out that most DMP areas would not be able to use these 

long range weapons. 

 

Adjournment 

 The meeting was adjourned at 12:11 P.M. 

 The next meeting will be held at 9:30 A.M. on Wednesday, February 15, 2017 in the Tawes State 

Office Building, C-1 Conference Room; Annapolis, Maryland. 

 

Attendance 
Members: T. Gregor,  E. Gulbrandsen, J. Michael, J. Schroyer, and R. Weinberg 

Absent: L. Compton, M. Goetze, S. Boyles Griffin 

Guest: E. Hovermale 

Staff: B. Davis, B. Harvey, J. Homyack,  E. Muriel, P. Jayne, J. McKnight, P. Peditto, T. 

Spencer, and G. Therres 

 



DNR Wildlife and Heritage Service

Maryland Natural 
Heritage Program

ATTACHMENT A



Science Program

Habitat Conservation Program

Conservation Technology Program

Farm Resources Conservation Program

Four Programs:



Maryland 
State 
Wildlife 
Action 
Plan 

2016



Maryland Natural Areas Inventory



State Wildlife Grants

Tax Checkoff 

Other Federal Funds

Wildlife Management and 
Protection Funds



State Wildlife Grants Funding

FY 10:  994 K

FY 11:  608 K

FY 12:  632 K

FY 13:  631 K

FY 14:  625 K

FY 15:  631 K

FY 16:  631 K



Maryland  Chesapeake Bay and  
Endangered Species Fund

40% decline in Calendar 2015



Blue Ribbon Panel on Sustaining 
America’s Diverse Fish and Wildlife 

Resources 





Recovering America's Wildlife Act 

This bill amends the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife 
Restoration Act to direct the Department of the Treasury to 
transfer, beginning in FY2016, revenues from energy and 
mineral development on federal lands totaling $1.3 billion 
to the Wildlife Conservation and Restoration Subaccount 
of the Federal Aid to Wildlife Restoration Fund, to be 
available without further appropriation. The purpose of the 
subaccount is to fund state wildlife conservation and 
restoration programs for managing fish and wildlife 
species of the greatest conservation need as determined by 
a state fish and wildlife agency. 



Currently 14 members of Congress have 
signed on as co-sponsors to HR5650 
which was introduced by Cong. Don 
Young (R-AK) in July.
Rep. Dingell, Debbie [D-MI-12], Rep. Fortenberry, Jeff [R-NE-1], 
Rep. Thompson, Mike [D-CA-5], Rep. DelBene, Suzan K. [D-WA-
1], Rep. Schiff, Adam B. [D-CA-28], Rep. Stefanik, Elise M. [R-NY-
21], Rep. DeFazio, Peter A. [D-OR-4], Rep. Gibson, Christopher 
P. [R-NY-19], Rep. Lowenthal, Alan S. [D-CA-47], Rep. Bordallo, 
Madeleine Z. [D-GU], Rep. Green, Gene [D-TX-29], Rep. Miller, 
Jeff [R-FL-1], Rep. Meehan, Patrick [R-PA-7], Rep. Kind, Ron [D-
WI-3].



Recommendation of the Maryland 
Wildlife Diversity Advisory 
Committee:

Please formally support the findings 
of the Blue Ribbon Panel on 
America’s Diverse Fish and Wildlife 
Resources and HB 5650



Next Time:  Feral Cats

























2017/2018 Proposed Waterfowl Seasons 
and Bag Limits

ATTACHMENT E



Migratory Bird Regulations

• Migratory Bird Treaty Act 1918 established Federal 
authority for management of migratory birds. 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
promulgates hunting season 
frameworks provided to States.

• Frameworks include: 
maximum season length
earliest and latest dates
maximum daily bag limit



Total ponds in U.S. and
Canada – 5.0 M, 20% below 
6.3 M in 2015

above the LTA (1955 -2014)) 
of 5.2M





2016 Breeding Ducks By Species (in millions)

Species 2016 2015 % Change
from 2015

% Change from 
LTA

Mallard 11.8 11.6 +1 +51, 7.7 M
Gadwall 3.7 3.8 -3 +90, 1.9 M
American wigeon 3.4 3.0 +12 +31, 2.6 M
Green-winged teal 4.2 4.1 +5 +104, 2.1 M
Blue-winged teal 6.7 8.5 -22 +35, 4.9 M
Northern shoveler 3.9 4.4 -10 +56, 2.5 M 
Northern pintail 2.6 3.0 -14 -34, 3.9 M
Redhead 1.3 1.2 +8 +82, 0.7 M
Canvasback .74 .757 -3 +26, 0.6 M
Scaup 5.0 4.4 +14 -14, 5.0 M



Eastern Mallard 
Population Status

Eastern Mallard breeding population 
(BPOP) index used to set AF duck 
hunting regulations.

In 2016, the estimated abundance of 
mallards was 0.4 ± 0.1 million, which 
was similar to the 2015 estimate and 
the 1990 – 2016 average

A liberal regulation (60-day
season and 6-duck bag limit) is
prescribed for AF in 2017/18.
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American Black Duck 
Population Status

Estimated Black Duck breeding
population index in 2016 was 
600,000, relatively stable over the 
Last 30 years.

Prescribed Black Duck hunting
regulations in the U.S have 
changed from restrictive to
moderate.

Daily bag liberalized to 2/day

American black duck
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Change in Black Duck Bag Limit

-Influenced by: 1) competition with mallards
2) black duck numbers
3) harvest 

-Mallard numbers are down

-Black duck numbers relatively stable

-Additional data shows hunting mortality has little
Influence on black duck annual survival
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Northern Pintail Population Status

2016 BPOP estimate was 2.6 M, down 
14% from 2015 (3.0 M), 34% below LTA

The harvest strategy calls for a reduction 
in the daily bag to 1 bird/day

Surveys showed Pintails nested further
north due poor habitat south.  More
northerly nesting generally = lower productivity



Canvasback Population Status

The 2016 BPOP was 736,000, 3% 
below 2015, 26% above the LTA 

Ponds in Prairie Canada were 4.2 M, 
30% above the LTA.

Harvest strategy calls for a full 
season with a 2-bird daily bag limit.  

Predicted  BPOP for 2016 following 
a 2 bird bag in 2015 was 727,600 
(>725,000 threshold).
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Atlantic Population Canada Goose 
Harvest Strategy

AP Population Objective - 225,000 breeding pairs in the
Ungava region of Quebec.

3-year average (2014-2016) = 181,354 pairs.

When the breeding pair index (3 yr. average) is at or above 150,000, 
A moderate regulation (50-day season) is prescribed.

When the breeding pair index (3-yr. average) is above 225,000, a 
liberal regulation (60-day season) may be considered that
would target a projected harvest rate of breeding adults not to exceed
15%.



AP Goose Production
• In 2016 the 191,526 (SE = 24,898) breeding 

pairs were estimated on the Ungava 
Peninsula….similar to 2015 (161,302).  

• % of indicated pairs observed as singles 
was 57%, above LTA of 51% 



AP Breeding Pair Survey And AP 
Harvest Strategy

0

50000

100000

150000

200000

250000

300000

1993 1995 1997 1999 2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015

N
um

be
r o

f b
re

ed
in

g 
pa

irs

60 and 2

50 and 2

30 and 1

Closed



AP Canada Goose Band Recoveries 
2012 - 2014



Greater Snow Goose Photo Count
1965 - 2016
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Est. Spring Greater Snow Goose
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- Population appears to be stabilizing



MD DNR Priorities Considered when 
Formulating Hunting Season Proposals

• Must meet the biological 
requirements of the waterfowl 
resource to sustain populations.

• Meet strong hunter desire for late 
duck and goose seasons that 
overlap to the extent possible.

• Maximizing opportunity for 
waterfowl hunters, particularly 
youth.

• Maximizing open hunting days 
statewide, especially Saturdays 
and holidays.

• Regulation simplicity.



2017-18 Waterfowl Hunting 
Seasons and Bag Limits under 

Consideration



Youth Waterfowl 
Hunting Days 

Daily Bag Limit
6 ducks (certain species bag restrictions), 2 Canada geese, 2 
brant, 25 light geese, and 15 coots.

Requirements: Youth hunter must be 16 years of age or younger 
and accompanied by an unarmed, adult at least 21 years old.  
Adult may assist in calling, setting decoys, retrieving downed 
birds.

Proposed Dates
Nov. 4 and Feb. 10



Early Waterfowl Seasons

Special Teal Season

Federal framework:                   16 days between Sept. 1-30
Proposed dates:                          Sept. 16 – Sept 30

Eastern Zone Resident Canada Goose

Federal Framework:                  15 days between Sept. 1-15
Proposed dates:                         Sept. 1 – 15

Western Zone Resident Canada Goose

Federal Framework:                   25 days between Sept. 1-25
Proposed Dates:                         Sept 1 - 25



Federal Framework
60-day season between 
Saturday nearest Sept. 24 and 
the last Sunday in January with 
a daily bag limit of 6 ducks 
(species restrictions)

Proposed Season
Oct. 14 - Oct. 21                          
Nov. 11- Nov. 24                        
Dec. 12 - Jan. 27

Daily Bag Limit
6 per day (including mergansers) but no more than 5 sea ducks (4 
long-tailed ducks, 4 scoters, 4 eiders), 4 mallards (2 hens), 3 wood 
ducks, 1 pintail, 2 redheads, 2 scaup, 2 canvasbacks, 2 hooded 
mergansers, 2 black ducks (during black duck season), 1 mottled 
duck, and 1 fulvous tree duck. 

“Regular”
Duck Hunting Season



Black Duck Season
(within Regular Duck Season)Federal Framework

60-day season with a 
2-bird daily bag limit. 

Proposed Season
Nov. 11 - Nov. 24
Dec. 12 - Jan. 27

Daily Bag Limit: 2 

No open season in October provides 
protection to Maryland’s breeding black 
duck population.  Migrant stocks begin 
arriving in early November.                                                      



AP Canada Goose Hunting Season

Federal Framework
A 50-day season between Nov. 15  and 
Feb. 5

Daily Bag Limit 2 per day

Proposed Season
Nov. 18 - Nov. 24                             
Dec. 15 - Feb. 3

Daily Bag Limit
2 per day  



Atlantic Flyway Resident Population 
Canada Goose Hunting Season

AFRP Zone

Federal Framework
80-day season between Nov. 15 
and Mar. 10

Daily Bag Limit 5 per day 

Proposed Season
Nov. 18 - Nov. 24 
Dec. 15 - Mar. 10                                                               

Daily Bag Limit 5 per day



Atlantic Brant Hunting Season

Federal Framework
60-day season between the 
Saturday nearest Sept. 24 (Sept. 
27) and Jan. 31, with a 2-bird daily 
bag limit.

Proposed Season
Nov. 8 – Nov. 24
Dec 11 - Jan. 31

Daily Bag Limit  2



Light Goose 
Hunting Season

Federal Framework
107-day season between 
Oct. 1 and Mar. 10 with a 
25-bird daily bag limit 
and no possession limit

Proposed Season
Oct. 2 - Nov. 24
Dec. 11 - Feb. 3
Feb. 10 (one day only)  

Daily Bag Limit 25 
No Possession Limit



Light Goose Conservation Order Season

Proposed CO Season
Nov. 27 - Dec. 9
Feb. 5 – Feb. 9
Feb. 12 - Apr. 14

Daily Bag Limit  No Limit

Hunters may use unplugged 
shotguns and e-calls

Shooting hours extended to 1/2 hour after sunset

Participants must possess a Snow Goose Conservation Order Hunting Season
Permit.  Permits available from DNR sport license agents, online, or by phone
for a $5 fee.



Special Sea Duck 
Hunting Season

(Sea Duck Zone only)

Federal Framework

A 60 consecutive day season 
between Sept. 15 and Jan. 31.

Daily Bag Limit: 5 but no more than 
4 scoters, 4 long-tailed ducks, 4 
eiders

Proposed Season
Nov. 4 - Jan. 12

Proposed Daily Bag Limit: 5 but no 
more than 4 scoters, 4 long-tailed 
ducks, 4 eiders



Questions?














