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A Green Menace

Directions

WATCH OUT
FOR!    

l Poison Ivy
l Biting Insects
l Ticks and Chiggers

Special Note:  Idylwild Wildlife Management Area is used seasonally by hunters.  

Idlywild Natural Area
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A detailed map of the Idylwild Wildlife 
Management Area with access sites for 
trails, parking and paddling can be 
found at: 

www.dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/
Publiclands/pdfs/idylwildmap.pdf

From the Chesapeake Bay Bridge:  Head east on US 50 and 
south about 16 miles to MD 404.  Turn left (east) onto MD 404 
and continue nearly 20 miles to MD 313.  Turn right (south) and 
proceed about 10 miles to Federalsburg.  Turn left onto Bloomingdale 
Avenue; follow it 1 mile to MD 306 (E. Central Ave) and turn left.  
This soon becomes Houston Branch Road.  Access is available via 
10 parking areas surrounding the property.

The vast forests of green and pumpkin ash along the
Marshyhope River are threatened by the tiny yet very 
destructive emerald ash borer (EAB).  EAB is an 
invasive beetle from Asia that is decimating almost all ash that it encounters.  
Millions of ash in the central and northeastern United States have succumbed to 
this beetle and some ecologists consider it a more serious threat than the 
ubiquitous, non-native gypsy moth.  Emerald ash borer larvae tunnel through the 
tissues responsible for food and water distribution within a tree, causing the ash to 
starve to death.  While EAB has not been found on the Eastern Shore as of 2012, 
it is only a matter of time before it colonizes along the Marshyhope.
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A green ash tree killed by 
emerald ash borer beetles.  
Infested trees show clusters of 
D-shaped exit holes in the bark, 
made by the adults as they 
emerge.  Beneath the bark are 
rows of serpentine tunnels made 
by the larvae as they feed.  
Infested trees may die in as 
little as 1-3 years.

   CONTACT

LeCompte Wildlife Management Area
4220 Steele Neck Road
Vienna, MD  21869
P: 410-376-3236

For more information:
www.dnr.state.md.us/wildlife/
Publiclands/eastern/idylwild.asp

Left:  Pumpkin ash grows on sites 
that remain wet for much of the 
year and, as a result, the trees 
develop enlarged bases, similar 
to those of bald cypress.

An emerald ash borer sitting 
on the head of a penny.




