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CRANESVILLE SWAMP, GARRETT COUNTY, MD/
PRESTON COUNTY, WV

Cranesville Swamp is a boreal peat bog relic left
behind from the Pleistocene Epoch. The swamp "
formed 15,000 years ago during the last Ice Age, ) " e
when glaciers inched close but never reached ; . 2
Maryland. The climate warmed and the glaciers
retreated but many of the boreal plants remain
to this day. Nestled in a mountain valley bowl
known as a frost pocket, colder conditions still
prevail enough for plants to whisper of the past.
A trail hike through spruce and larch forest reveals
the diverse character of the animals and plants

that call Cranesville Swamp home. Visitors may

hear the croak of a common raven ﬂying over-

head or see golden-crowned kinglets flitting ) KATHI FACHET
about the branches. The trail through the forest leads to a boardwalk that takes visitors through the swamp where
Endangered bog copper butterflies (Lycaena epixanthe) rest on the shrubs of Threatened small cranberry (Vaccinium
oxycoccos). This protected area is one of the few boreal bogs still remaining in the southern United States and was
one of the first National Natural Landmarks to be designated by the National Park Service in 1965. Cranesville
Swamp is owned and managed by The Nature Conservancy.

Deep within the bog, small pockets of virgin F% KEY ELEMENTS

forest remain, somehow missed by the logging

® Bog Copper
® Nashville Warbler
® Northern Saw-whet Owl

locomotive named the Swamp Angel that passed
directly through the wetland in the late 1800s.
Red spruce and white pine trees have been o Montane Peatland Wetland
restored by the thousands and the Natural Area American Larch and

now supports thriving populations of wildlife Red Spruce

\ g . : b ) B
Look for tiny golden-crowned kinglets

as they actively forage for insects and black bears. Rare species also abound, including
spiders among the branches.

such as American beavers, bobcats and American

the Endangered southern water shrew (Sorex
palustris punctulatus), several birds such as the
diminutive northern saw-whet owl (degolius
acadicus) and the increasingly rare Nashville
warbler (Vermivora ruficapilla), as well as many
dragonflies, damselflies and butterflies. Rare
plants like the Endangered American larch
(Larix laricina), a conifer that loses its needles
in the winter, can be observed near the board-
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walk. Other rarities are hidden away deep in . NS
American larch needles turn

Bog copper adults feed almost entirely . .
on the nectar of their larval host plant, the bog, like the Endangered creeping bright yellow in the fall prior

small cranberry. snowberry (Gau]therja hjspjdu]a)_ to being shed in the winter.

Maryland Natural Areas Guide page 1

leave no trace



MD DNR

Marg!anc}
3P

Natura] Areas (Guide /

CRANESVILLE SWAMP, GARRETT COUNTY, MD/

WATCH OUT @® THE BASICS

FOR!

® Mosquitoes
® Ticks and Biting Flies
® Exposed Tree Roots

From the Ice Age

PRESTON COUNTY, WV

Directions

From Frederick: Take 1-70 west to I-68 at Hancock. Continue on
[-68 about 65 miles to Exit 14. Follow US 219 (Garrett Hwy) south
for 19 miles. Turn right (west) on Mayhew Inn Road, and after 1.4 miles
turn left on Bray School Road. In 1.6 miles at the "T" intersection,
turn right on MD 15 (Oakland Sang Run Road). After 1 mile, turn
left on Swallow Falls Road and follow for 2.6 miles to a sign for
Youghiogheny Mountain Resort. At the sign, take a hard right on
Cranesville Road. After approximately 4 miles, turn left onto Muddy
Creeck Road and immediately park on the gravel behind the red house
at the corner of the intersection. A kiosk with brochures, trail guides
and other information can be found here. To get to the trailhead for
the swamp, visitors must take a left back onto Cranesville Road and
take the next left onto Lake Ford Road. Take a sharp right curve in
the road and stay to the right at the fork. Stay to the right at the next
fork in the road, and Cranesville Swamp is 0.2 miles down the gravel
road. Parkin the lot.

® No Facilities
® [nformation Kiosk

® Boardwalk and
Marked Trails
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Carnivorous, invertebrate-eating plants like the northern
pitcher-plant (Sarracenia purpurea, left) and the round-

Boreal bogs formed thousands of years ago when ponds leaved sundew (Drosera rotundifolia, right) survive the
filled with peat moss. Many bogs were mined to use acidic, nutrient-poor peat soils at Cranesville Swamp by

their peat as a soil additive. Those that survived provide
a glimpse of what much of North America looked like

during the ice ages.

The Nature Conservancy

capturing their own fertilizer.

CONTACT

The Nature Conservancy of
Maryland/DC
5410 Grosvenor Lane, Suite 100

This site was protected by The Nature Conservancy in stages, beginning in Bethesda, MD

1960. Since that time, the Conservancy has acquired more than 600 acres P- 301-897-0858

which will be held in trust in perpetuity. Across Maryland, this far-sighted
and capable organization has protected thousands of acres of our rarest and

most significant Natural Areas.

For more information:
www.natu re.org
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