August 2026

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Dress for the weather and activity, wear sunscreen and insect
repellant, bring plenty of water and snacks, and remember to
check for ticks.

2
Nature Center (10-11 &
1-2):

Patuxent River
Formation Guided Hikes
atiiand2

9
Nature Center ( 10-2):
Flying Squirrels

16
Nature Center (10-3):
Learn About Reptiles

23/30
Nature Center ( 10-3):
23-Learn About Reptiles
30-Monarch Madness
(20-2)

For more information, call (443) 962-0216 or email

patuxentriver.statepark@maryland.gov.
For photos & more,

visit: Friends of Seneca Creek & Patuxent State Parks or Maryland State Parks Facebook Pages

3
Nature Center ( 10-2):
Glowing Fireflies

10
Nature Center (10-2):
Clay Animal Fun

17
Nature Center (10-2):
Emerging Ladybugs

24/31
Nature Center (10-2):
24-Spectacular
Spiders
31-Hummingbirds on
the Move

4

11

18

25

12

19

26

Thursday

6
Nature Center Open:
9am-ipm
Crafts or games are
always available.

13
Nature Center Open:
9am-ipm
Crafts or games are
always available.

20
Nature Center Open:
9am-ipm

Crafts or games are
always available.

Nature Center Open:
9am-ipm

Crafts or games are
always available.

Friday

7
Nature Center Open:

9am-ipm
Crafts or games are
always available.

14
Nature Center Open:
9am-11am
Crafts or games are
always available.

21
Nature Center Open:
9am-ipm

Crafts or games are
always available.

Nature Center Open:
9am-ipm

Crafts or games are
always available.

Saturday

1
Freedman'’s State Park
(20-2): A Miller’s Life For
Me
Nature Center (11-3):
Ladybug, Ladybug Fly
Away Home

8
Freedman's State Park:
Heritage Trail Tour 10 am
Nature Center (10-3):
Learn About Reptiles
What Lives in the Patuxent
River? 1 pm

15

Freedman's State Park:
John Howard Tour 10 am
Nature Center (1-4):
Weaving and Carding Wool

22
Freedman's State Park:
Heritage Trail Tour 10 am
Nature Center (9-12):
The Misunderstood Spider

29
Freedman’s State Park:
John Howard Tour 10 am
Nature Center ( 10-2):
Monarch Madness


https://www.facebook.com/foscsp/
https://www.facebook.com/MDStateParks/

All events are all ages and free unless otherwise noted.

*Programs subject to change or cancellation. Please check our website for up-to-date program information*

A Miller’s Life for Me: Patuxent River Valley was
filled with mills. Come explore what it was like to
be a grain miller and why this service mattered to
the farmers, including the Howard family, living
here. Hands-on activities include threshing,
winnowing, and hand grinding wheat.

Clay Animal Fun: Build little clay models of
animals and take them home with you.

Emerging Ladybugs: In August, Ladybugs are
emerging from their pupae and starting their adult
life. Come learn about Ladybugs and then do a
Ladybug Craft using clay.

Flying Squirrels: There are estimated to be as
many Southern Flying Squirrels in our area as
there are Gray Squirrels. But they only come out
at night. Come learn about this elusive but utterly
cute little glider.

Freedman'’s State Park Tour: Come learn about
the incredible life of Enoch George Howard, who
rose out of slavery to become a prominent land
holder and an influential member of the local
community. Tours start at the Heritage Trailhead
at 10 am. *Advanced registration is required.
Email: karen.whitehair@maryland.gov for more
information.

Glowing Fireflies: Come learn about Fireflies. And
then make your own glow in the dark firefly craft.

Hummingbirds on the Move: Hummingbirds are
leaving our area to migrate south for the winter.
Come learn about that migration. And then make
a simple Hummingbird craft.

John Howard Tour: Come learn about the
incredible life of Enoch George Howard's son John
Henry Howard, who set aside land for a
community cemetery, built a chapel, and fought
to improve lives in the black community. Tours
start at 10 am at the pullout near the John Howard
house. Space is limited.

*Advanced registration is required. Email:
karen.whitehair@maryland.gov for more
information.

Ladybug, Ladybug Fly Away Home: Drop in the
Nature Center to learn about these important
beetles that have an important role to play in the
garden. Make a ladybug craft to take home.

Learn About Reptiles: Reptiles play a vital role in
the ecology of our natural world. Join us to learn
more about this fascinating group of animals,
many of which can be found in this park.

The Misunderstood Spider: Are spiders scary?
Not at all! Discover why spiders are helpful and
learn to identify some local species. See how orb
weavers create their intricate webs, and craft your
own paper climbing spider to take home.

Monarch Madness: Did you know monarch
butterflies travel all the way to Mexico for the
winter? Learn about their incredible journey and
life cycle, then head out to the front lawn for the
Monarch Migration game. Can you survive the
same challenges monarchs face on their long trip?

Patuxent River Formation: Guided Hikes 11 am
and 2 pm: Join us for an engaging exploration of
the natural forces that shaped the upper Patuxent
River valley! Using a stream table, we'll
demonstrate the dynamic processes that formed

this unique landscape. Afterward, enjoy a guided
hike along the river where we'll observe firsthand
how the valley has evolved over time. Bring water
shoes and expect to get wet!

Spectacular Spiders: Come learn about the
amazing array of spiders. And then try a new Pipe
Cleaner Spider craft.

Weaving and Wool Carding: Ever wonder how
wool becomes yarn or how yarn becomes cloth?
This is your chance to explore this question and
gain answers through hands-on activities.

What Lives in the Patuxent River? Meet at the
Nature Center at 1 pm.

Dive into the world beneath the water’s surface!
We'll search for crayfish, mayfly larvae,
salamanders, minnows, and perform simple water
quality tests in the Patuxent River right at the
edge of the picnic area. Please wear closed-toed
water shoes or sturdy sandals that can get wet (no
flip-flops). The program will be cancelled in case of
heavy rains or high water.
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