Fort Frederick Barracks
Virtual Tour
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Enlisted Men's Quarters

“The Barracks will receive & lodge very commodiously 200 Men beside Officers & on Occasion near
twice that number.” A room of this size housed two squads of Maryland soldiers stationed at Fort
Frederick. FEach squad consisted of eight men who shared four bunks. The soldiers hiving in these
spaces would cook, eat their meals, sleep, clean, groom themselves, and spend their off hours here.
To our modern sense of space and comfort, this room seems sparse and cramped but to the men
garrisoning the fort these were good accommodations. Each barracks building would house one
company of Maryland Troops, made up of about 100 men each.
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Officers’ Kitchen

The enlisted man’s food consisted of 1ssued rations that they cooked in their barracks rooms.
However, an officer used his own money to purchase food and could buy whatever manner of
eatables he preferred. Unlike enlisted men, officers did not cook for themselves, but would hire
women to cook for them. The officers at Fort Frederick attempted to get the colony to pay for their
cooks but the Maryland Assembly refused. Archeological records suggest there was a kitchen in the
north end of the west barracks, that may have icluded a cellar and outdoor brick bake oven. We
know that the fort had a baker and there was a bake oven on site: “In [the] Fort Account... To John
Linginfelter, Baker, £ 7[.] 4 [schillings] for 48 Days Baking Bread at 3 s. pler] Day”.
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Women's Quarters
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Storeroom and Cherokee Gifts

“Fort Frederick...the Place where M" Atkin has ordered all Presents to be delivered that may be given to
such of the Cherokees as shall at any Time come to assist their Brethren the Inhabitants of Maryland...”
Gov. Sharpe speaking to “chief Indian Utossite”, 1758. Based on the previous quote, as well as
information from 1757, trade items (gifts, rewards or presents) were being delivered to and stored at Fort
Frederick. These items were used to encourage the Cherokee to ally themselves with the colony of
Maryland and King George II. The following 1s a list of items at the fort: “...you may be assured that a
large Present will be given to you immediately on your Return to Fort Frederick, where M' Gist,
M Atkins Deputy will attend on Purpose to see it delivered, there will be Kettles Match Coats, Shurts,
Leggings, Ribbons, Wampum, Vermilion, Brochetts, Bed Lace, Looking Glasses, some Callico for your
Women, and some silver Arm Bands for those that are the greatest Warriors...” Gov. Sharpe to Utossite
April 4, 1758






13 Artificers Work Room

As early as August 1754 we know that the colony would “cloath...the companies of men to be
raised in this province”. Governor Sharpe related that right after receiving funds to raise troops
he “proceeded to form a company cloath & accoutre them..” In June 1755 Sharpe reported that
Captain John Dagworthy’s company received “57 suits of Cloaths” Maryland would provide its
soldiers a new uniform each year from 1754-1757. When uniforms were purchased they came in
general sizes and were tailored to the soldier once they arrived. Typically the tailor in the British
military sense was a man who had been a tailor before service or just a soldier who was handy
with a needle and thread. In order to do the work properly a “work room” was needed, and this
space represents such a work room, where not only tailoring takes place but leather working. At
times when uniforms were delivered a guard was placed on the clothing and the men altering
them to keep them from stealing, or to keep them working as these men were excused from all
other military duties.
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