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Frederick County 
Solar and Wind Zoning 

 
This document provides a compilation of excerpts from the Frederick County Zoning Code 
applicable to the siting of solar and wind projects. Specifically, the excerpts include 
definitions of solar and wind projects, zoning exclusions, use regulations, and setback and 
height regulations for solar and wind structures. 

Guidance for Viewing Excerpts 
 

SOLAR 
 

Summary 
 

• The Frederick County Zoning Code uses the term “Solar Facility, Commercial” to 
refer to large-scale solar projects, and defines them as generating electricity in an 
amount that exceeds 200% of the consumption of the uses on the parcel upon which 
they are constructed and whose excess electricity is fed into the electric grid.  

o Permitted use, subject to site development plan approval, in the Limited 
Industrial (LI) and General Industrial (GI) zoning districts. 

o Permitted use, subject to approval of a “Solar Facility, Commercial Floating 
Zone,” in the Agricultural (A) zoning district. 
 

Relevant Sections of the Frederick County Code 
 

• Chapter 1-19: Zoning 
o Article XI: Definitions: Definition of "Solar Collection System", "Solar Facility, 

Commercial" (1-19-11.100).  
o Article V: Zoning Maps and Districts: use table (§ 1-19-5.310).  
o Article VI: District Regulations: design requirements and modifications (§1-

19-6.100).  
o Article VIII: Specific Use Regulations: Permitted Uses in LI and GI districts 

(§1-19-8.401).  
o Article X: Optional Methods of Development: Solar Facility, Commercial 

Floating Zone District (§1-19-10.700). Division 9. institutional Floating Zone 
District (I). 

 



Last Updated: March 2022 

 
SMALL SOLAR 

 
Summary 
 

• The Frederick County Zoning Code defines small-scale solar projects as either “Solar 
Facility, Accessory” or “Solar Facility, Community Energy Generating System.” 

o Solar Facility, Accessory is either mounted on a building or on the ground and 
generates electricity in an amount that does not exceed 200% of the electric 
consumption of the principal use. 

 Permitted as accessory use in all zoning districts. 
o Solar Facility, Community Energy Generating System permitted as an 

accessory in all zoning districts.1 
 

Relevant Sections of the Frederick County Code 
 

• Chapter 1-19: Zoning 
o Article XI: Definitions: Definition of "Solar Collection System", "Solar Facility, 

Accessory", and "Solar Facility, Community Energy Generating System" (§1-
19-11.100).  

o Article VIII: Specific Use Regulations: Accessory uses (§1-19-8.205.4, 
8.205.5).  

o Setback requirements for accessory structures (§1-19-4.300.1). 
 

WIND 
 

Summary 
 

• The Frederick County Zoning Code does not have specific zoning districts designated 
for large-scale wind projects. Correspondence with County officials determined that 
large-scale wind energy projects are not permitted in any zoning district. 

 

Relevant Sections of the Frederick County Code 
 

• No document available for viewing. 

 
1 Satisfies the requirements of § 7-306.2(a)(3) of the Public Utilities Article of the State Code as existing on July 1, 
2018 and is part of the Community Solar program approved by the Maryland Public Service Commission. 
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SMALL WIND 
 
Summary 
 

• The Frederick County Zoning Code uses the term “Limited Wind Energy System” to 
refer to small-scale wind projects and defines them as having a rated nameplate 
capacity of 50 kW or less and a total height of 150 feet or less. 

o Permitted use in all zoning districts. 

 

Relevant Sections of the Frederick County Code 
 

• Chapter 1-19: Zoning 
o Article XI: Definitions: Definition of "Wind Energy System", "Limited Wind 

Energy System", "Wind Energy System Total Height", "Wind Tower", and 
"Wind Generator" (§1-19-11.100).  

o Article VIII: Specific Use Regulations: Accessory uses (§1-19-8.205.6). 
o Setback requirements for accessory structures (§1-19-4.300.1). 
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