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Dorchester County 
Solar and Wind Zoning 

 
This document provides a compilation of excerpts from the Dorchester County Code 
applicable to the siting of solar and wind projects. Specifically, the excerpts include 
definitions of solar and wind projects, zoning exclusions, use regulations, and setback and 
height regulations for solar and wind structures. 

Guidance for Viewing Excerpts 
 

SOLAR 
 

Summary 
 

• The Dorchester County Code uses the term “Solar Energy System, Utility Scale” to 
refer to large-scale solar energy projects and defines them as a system of solar 
energy devices used to generate energy primarily for off-site use. 

o Permitted use, by special exception of the Board of Appeals, in the following 
zoning districts: Resource Conservation (RC), Agricultural Conservation (AC), 
Agricultural Conservation – Resource Conservation Area (AC‐RCA), General 
Business (B-2), Light Industrial (I-1), and Heavy Industrial (I-2). 
 

Relevant Sections of the Dorchester County Code 
 

• Chapter 155: Zoning. Article II Definitions: Definition for "solar array" and "solar 
energy systems, utility scale" (§155-13). Article IX: Supplementary Use Regulations 
(§155-50. LL). Chapter 155, Attachment 1: Table of Permitted Uses by Zoning 
District (p. 14). 
 

SMALL SOLAR 
 
Summary 
 

• The Dorchester County Code does not have specific language regarding the zoning of 
solar energy systems that are not utility-scale. However, correspondence with 
County officials determined that small-scale solar energy systems are permitted in all 
zoning districts as an accessory use.  
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Relevant Sections of the Dorchester County Code 
 

• Article II Definitions: Definition for "solar array." There are no zoning guidelines 
specific to small-scale solar projects. 
 

WIND 
 

Summary 
 

• The Dorchester County Code does not have specific zoning regulations surrounding 
large-scale wind energy projects. Correspondence with County officials determined 
that large-scale wind energy projects are not permitted in any zoning district. 

 

Relevant Sections of the Dorchester County Code 
 

• No document available for viewing. 

 
SMALL WIND 

 
Summary 
 

• The Dorchester County Code uses the term “Small Wind Energy Systems” to refer to 
small-scale wind energy projects and defines them as wind energy conversion 
systems that produce less than 100 kW in output.  

o Permitted as accessory use in all zoning districts. 

 

Relevant Sections of the Dorchester County Code 
 

• Chapter 155: Zoning. Article II Definitions: Definition for "Small Wind Energy 
System" and "Wind Turbine" (§155-13). Article IX: Supplementary Use Regulations 
(§155-50. KK). Chapter 155 Attachment 1: Table of Permitted Uses by Zoning 
District (p. 14). 
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