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Charles County 
Solar and Wind Zoning 

 
This document provides a compilation of excerpts from the Charles County zoning code 
applicable to the siting of solar and wind projects. Specifically, the excerpts include 
definitions of solar and wind projects, zoning exclusions, use regulations, and setback and 
height regulations for solar and wind structures. 

Guidance for Viewing Excerpts 
 

SOLAR 
 

Summary 
 

• The Charles County zoning code uses the term “Solar Energy System, Large” to refer 
to large-scale solar projects as a solar collection system that can be either ground- 
or roof-mounted and generates energy to be sold for profit through a regional 
transmission organization (RTO) on the wholesale electricity market. The system is 
able to be used for interconnection through an electric utility power grid and/or for 
direct distribution to multiple consumers. 

o Permitted use, by special exception of the Board of Appeals, in all zoning 
districts. 
 

Relevant Sections of the Charles County Code 
 

• Chapter 297. Zoning Regulations: 
o Article III: Definitions and Interpretations. Definitions for "Solar Energy 

System;" "Solar Energy System, Grid, Connected;" "Solar Energy System, 
Ground Mounted;" "Solar Energy System, Large;" "Solar Energy System, Roof 
Mounted" (§ 297-49, pp. 65-66).  

o Table of permitted uses (Figure IV-7).  
o Uses corresponding with Table of Permissible Uses, 7.07.200 Solar Energy 

Systems, Large. (§ 297-212, pp. 357-359). 
 

SMALL SOLAR 
 
Summary 
 

• The Charles County zoning code uses the term “Solar Energy System, Small” to refer 
to small-scale solar projects, and defines them as solar collection systems that can 
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be either ground-mounted or roof-mounted and that produce energy for either direct 
consumption on the subject property or to offset energy use on the subject property. 

o Permitted as accessory use, subject to conditions, in all zoning districts.  
 

Relevant Sections of the Charles County Code 
 

• Chapter 297. Zoning Regulations: 
o Article III: Definitions and Interpretations. Definitions for "Solar Energy 

System;" "Solar Energy System, Grid, Connected;" "Solar Energy System, 
Ground Mounted;" Solar Energy System, Off-Grid/Stand Alone;" "Solar 
Energy System, Roof Mounted;" "Solar Energy System, Small" (§ 297-49, pp. 
65-66).  

o Critical Area Buffer Regulations for small-scale solar energy systems (§ 297-
131, pp. 181, 199-200). 

o Uses corresponding with Table of Permissible Uses, 7.07.100 Solar Energy 
Systems, Small. (§ 297-212, pp. 354-357). 
 

WIND 
 

Summary 
 

• The Charles County zoning code does not allow large-scale wind energy projects with 
wind turbines and towers exceeding 150 ft. in total height.  

 

Relevant Sections of the Charles County Code 
 

• No document available for viewing. 

 

SMALL WIND 
 
Summary 
 

• The Charles County zoning code defines small-scale wind projects as either “Wind 
Energy System, Small” or “Wind Energy System, Large.”  

o Wind Energy System, Small is defined as either ground-mounted or roof-
mounted. Ground-mounted small systems cannot exceed 50 feet in height 
and must be rated at 15 kW capacity or less. Roof-mounted small systems 
cannot exceed 15 feet in height above the base and must be rated at 2 kW 
capacity or less. 

 Permitted use, subject to conditions, in all zoning districts.  
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o Wind Energy System, Large is defined as a system of wind energy devices not 
exceeding 150 feet in height that can be used for direct consumption of wind 
energy on the subject property, interconnection to the electric utility power 
grid to offset energy use on the subject property, sold for profit to a 
wholesale electricity market through an RTO and an interconnection with the 
local utility power grid, and/or for direct distribution to a number of properties 
and consumers. 

 Permitted use, by special exception of the Board of Appeals, in all 
zoning districts. 

 

Relevant Sections of the Charles County Code 
 

• Chapter 297. Zoning Regulations: 
o Article III: Definitions and Interpretations. Definitions for "Wind Energy 

System;" "Wind Energy System, Large;"  "Wind Energy System, Small;" 
"Wind Energy System, Total Height;" "Wind Generator;" "Wind Energy 
System Tower" (§ 297-49, pp. 68-69).  

o Critical Area Buffer Regulations for small-scale wind energy systems (§ 297-
131, pp. 181, 199-200).  

o Uses corresponding with Table of Permissible Uses, 7.07.300 Wind Energy 
Systems, Small and 7.07.400 Wind Energy Systems, Small (§ 297-212, pp. 
359-362). 
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