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Cecil County 
Solar and Wind Zoning 

 
This document provides a compilation of excerpts from the Cecil County Zoning Code 
applicable to the siting of solar and wind projects. Specifically, the excerpts include 
definitions of solar and wind projects, zoning exclusions, use regulations, and setback and 
height regulations for solar and wind structures. 

Guidance for Viewing Excerpts 
 

SOLAR 
 

Summary 
 

• The Cecil County Zoning Ordinance treats large-scale solar energy projects as “Power 
Generating Facilities.” 

o Permitted use in the Heavy Industrial (M2) zoning district. 
o Permitted use, by special exception, in the Light Industrial (M1) zoning 

district. 
o Permitted, by special exception and subject to conditions, in the Northern 

Agricultural-Residential (NAR) and Southern Agricultural-Residential (SAR) 
zoning districts.  

o A solar Power Generating Facility is permitted, by special exception and 
subject to conditions, in the Business General (BG) zoning district, provided 
that the minimum parcel size is 50 acres and the facility is screened from 
adjoining residential zones. 

 

Relevant Sections of the Cecil County Code 
 

• Link 1: Article IV: Permissible Uses: Table of Permissible Uses (Section 54.4 
12.16.000). Article V: Specific Supplementary Use Regulations: Part XIII: Industrial 
Uses (Section 156 12.16.000). Link 2: Bill 2018-7 

 

SMALL SOLAR 
 
Summary 
 

• The Cecil County Zoning Ordinance does not have specific zoning districts designated 
for small-scale/accessory solar projects. 
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Relevant Sections of the Cecil County Code 
 

• No document available for viewing. 

 
WIND 

 

Summary 
 

• The Cecil County Zoning Ordinance treats large-scale wind energy projects as “Power 
Generating Facilities.” 

o Permitted use in the Heavy Industrial (M2) zoning district. 
o Permitted use, by special exception, in the Light Industrial (M1) zoning 

district. 
o Permitted use, by special exception and subject to conditions, in the Northern 

Agricultural-Residential (NAR) and Southern Agricultural-Residential (SAR) 
zoning districts.  

 

Relevant Sections of the Cecil County Code 
 

• Article IV: Permissible Uses: Table of Permissible Uses (Section 54.4 12.16.000). 
Article V: Specific Supplementary Use Regulations: Part XIII: Industrial Uses 
(Section 156 12.16.000). 

 
SMALL WIND 

 
Summary 
 

• The Cecil County Zoning Ordinance does not have specific zoning districts designated 
for small-scale/accessory wind projects. 
 

Relevant Sections of the Cecil County Code 
 

• No document available for viewing. 



Cecil County Zoning Ordinance  
http://ccgov.org/uploads/PlanningAndZoning/General/ZoningOrdinance_2011.pdf (accessed 12/21/2015) 

ARTICLE IV. PERMISSIBLE USES 

Section 54. Permissible Uses Tables (p.80) 

12.16.000  Power  Generating  Facilities  (Section 156)   

Power generating facilities are permitted in the M2 zone, require a special exception in the M1 zone, 

and require a special exception (with additional conditions) in the NAR and SAR zones. 

ARTICLE V. SPECIFIC SUPPLEMENTARY USE REGULATIONS 

PART VIII. UTILITIES 

Section 114. Electric Power, Gas Transmission and Telecommunications Buildings and Structures 

(8.02.000) 

Electric power, gas transmission and telecommunications buildings and structures, including 

substations, shall be permitted in all zones provided: 

1. Public utility buildings, whenever practicable, shall have the exterior appearance of
residential buildings when in a residential zone and shall have suitable landscaping, screen
planting, and fencing.

2. Examples of electric power, gas transmission and telecommunication buildings and structures
are buildings and structures for the occupancy, use, support, or housing of switching
equipment, regulators, stationary transformers, and other such devices.

PART XII. INDUSTRIAL USES 

Section 156. Power Generating Facilities (12.16.000) 

Power generating facilities may be permitted as a Special Exception in the NAR and SAR zones 

provided that the power is generated solely from solar, wind or water power sources. 
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