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Church Hill 7MW Ground Mounted Solar Project, Maryland, USA
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S5 ¥MARYLAND

LAWRENCE J. HOGAN, JR., Governor
Chapter 372
(Senate Bill 1158)

AN ACT concerning

a3y Department of Natural Resources — Solar
Generatlon Facilities — Pollinator-Friendly Designation

FOR the purpose of requiring the power plant research program of the Department of
Natural Resources to include in its research an evaluation of the pollinator benefits
that would occur under a certain standard or plan implemented on the land on which
a certain solar generation facility is located; requiring the pewerplantsescareh
pregyary Department to designate a certain solar facility as pellinater fsepdle
pollinator—firendly under certain circumstances; requiring the Department to adopt
a certain scorecard for certain solar generation facilities: providing that a solar
generation facility mav receive a certain designation only by the Department;
prohibiting the owner of a solar generation facility from making certain claims
unless the facility has received a certain designation; requiring an owner of a
pollinator—friendly solar generation facility to provide appropriate maintenance of
the pollinator vegetation; requiring the owner of a certain solar generation facility
to make certain standards and plans available to eestasmentities: a certain entity:
authorizing the Department to charge an owner of a solar generation facility a
certain fee to cover certain costs: requiring the Department ofNatural-Resourees to
adopt certain regulatlons makmg stylistic changes; and generally relating to the

4 designation of solar generation facilities as

polhnatol ﬁlendlv




Bill Requirements ¥ MARYLAND

NATURAL RESOURCES

(from Maryland's General Assembly)

Power Plant Research Program (PPRP) of the Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) shall research the pollinator
benefits that would occur under a pollinator-friendly
vegetation management plan implemented on the land
with a ground-mounted solar generation facility;

PPRP, in consultation with MDA, shall create pollinator-

friendly designation program for solar generation facilities;
' . "’\‘\_y_‘_‘: AT

PPRP shall adopt regulations;
PPRP shall adopt a scorecard.



Maryland Environmental Service Pollinator Habitat
Plan

June 2017

of the Maryland Environmental Service Pollinator Habitat Pian (referred to in the
wing as the “MES Plan”) is to provide Maryland Environmental Service (MES) property

managers with Best Mana i IPs) for the maintenance, creation, enhancement,
s developed in

accordance with M se Bil “State Government — Pollinator Habitat Plans and

Maryland House Bill 830 Government — Pollinator Habitat Plans — Plan Contents —

Requirements and Prol 01(b) of the Agriculture Article. HB 132 was passed by

eral Assembly 3 0
public lands for pollinator habitat enhancement projects. The lej
M

dand Department of Natural Resour

The guidelines presented in the MES Plan follow the guidance provided by the MDA's 2016
managed pollinator protection plan publication, The Maryland Pollinator Protection Plan and
also the finding of the 2015 Marvland Nenartment of T aoiclative Sarvices renart Pallinair
Health and the T Veoi

US| e thome Natlve Herbaceous Plantings
3 i e

Convervabon Pact snaet Janwary, 011

The Maryland Pollinator
Protection Plan
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Maryland Department of Natural Resources

Pollinator Habitat Plan |

A blueprint for the conservation of pollinators and pollinator habitat on
the natural lands managed by the Maryland Department of Natural
Resources for the benefit of Maryland’s citizens
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e What can be counted toward the
designation?

— Solar facility: within the fence line?

— Land controlled by developer A
(leased/controlled land) not being used for
solar generation;

* No credit given to vegetation on land
adjacent to leased parcel.



Solar Generation Facilities ¥ NMIARYLAND
Pollinator—Friendly Designation Requirements

SB Bill (page 4):

A solar generation facility may be designated by the
Department as pollinator-friendly if the facility:

1. Is ground-mounted

2. Isatleast1 acre in size and

3. Meets or exceeds the minimum score identified in the Solar

Pollinator Habitat and Planning Assessment Scorecard.

The facility is planted and managed in accordance with a
pollinator friendly vegetation management standard or
pollinator habitat plan .
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DRAFT

Solar Site Pollinator Habitat
Planning and Assessment Form

To be used in the process of site and seed mix planning/designing or site evaluation

1a Percent of ste with flowering plant species (select one) Planned existing management practices (add all that apply)
5 5 poiats ) Mowing oceurs 20 more than once
5 poiats

‘per vear
Detailed establishmeat plan 10 points
O] Detailed monitoning plan 10 points
61+ perceat poiats ) Ceaton ofsesing habitat festres
£ boes, fuanels) 022 poiats per

Toat [
& ien v o st  lan pcics ppropie o e
segion or Jocal habitat Vegetation “screen” adjaceat 1o the solar ste (3d all that appls
‘beneficial o pollinators 3 Sy v e oraiad sl
Amount of seed to be planted anx ‘acre) is determined specie: 5 points.
according to seed provider s recommended application O Atleast S0% of sereen s plasted with
rate and'or planting density )’ol phn(rd species in the ‘matwve plant spec: 5 points
target area 5 pomts Tt [

b, noxmng plant seed mix to be used
ts oaly for seed mix planning: add all that apply)

it with nati 8. Signage Education (3dd all that apply)
Pesceat of site 1o be plaated with native plaat species pepa cosdruieL L P
5 polals pollmator habitat nts
10 poiats [ Bench and educational display suitable to outdoor conditions.
segarding te pollinatos Babatat § poiats

15 points
Lo —

Planned cover diversity within the ground cover area o peste sk
(% of flowering plant species that wl constinite 1 Plaiied a st inver ticide uee 40 points
2 percent cover each, select one)

1-0 species 5 poiats.
10-19 species 10 points

20 or more species 15 points
y and Total

‘Seasons that wall have at least 3 bloomng species with
rach (add all that apply)

10 points.

SRty Meets Standard 70-84

5 points
5 points Provides Exceptional Habitat >85

Lo N— Developer:

5. Observed nesting habitat withia 025 miles (add all atapply)  Project Locatio
) Bare grouad with undisturbed. andior
. Fm‘:;‘i‘j’;;";:l::’ o Project Size:
o Torget Seeding Date:
Send completed forms to: MD Dept. of Agriculture, MD Dept. of

Natural Resources PPRP

2BRAFT
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Application Includes: BT 2

* Application, Pollinator Habitat Plan and
Scorecard sent to DNR

— Required Contents of Application
* Name, address of contact owner/developer, ....blah blah blah.
* Proposed or existing facility?

 Identify land parcel, boundaries, acreage (must be more than 1
acre)

* Describe the facility.
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* Application reviewe

— Approved - or
— Incomplete



Application Process — W NMIARYLAND

C O n t ,d NATURAL RESOURCES
* If the Application is Approved

— The applicant moves forward with their Plan,
hire a consultant (if necessary)

— Consultant and applicant refine the Pollinator
Habitat Plan

 Final application, Scorecard and Pollinator Plan are
submitted for Approval

* According to the Bill - site must be planted and
managed prior to certification.
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Certification Renewal X AT AR R e
* A new inspection is

required every 2 years.

— Submit Renewal Application
and Scorecard

Regulation may have a DNR
cancellation clause to
remove the Certification



: ' ¥ MARYLAND
Application Process e or
* Questions for the group:

— Who can submit an application - owner and/or
developer?

— Should there be a timeline on the Application
resubmittal?

— How many solar sites will apply?

— Are there examples of Pollinator Habitat Plans
for solar sites?



DRAFT
Solar Site Pollinator Habitat
Planning and Assessment Form

To be used in the process of site and seed mix planning/designing or site evaluation.

la. Pescent of st with foweniag platspeces (slect one) 6. Planned/existing management practices (add all that apply)
£] 1-15 percent 5 points £ Morwing occurs no more than once
O 16-30 percent 10 points per year 5 poiats
£ 3145 percent 15 points (1 Detailed establishment plan 10 points
£ 46-60 percent O] Detailed monitering plan 10 points
£1 61+ percent i £1 Creation of nesting habitat features
(c.g. boxes, funnels) 0.2 points per
Flowering plant seed mix to be used
(Points only for seed mix planning: add all that appt Toul: [ ]
£ Includes five or more plant species appropriate for the
fegion or local habitat identified by USDA 2 7. Vegetation “screen” adjacent fo the solar site (add all that apply)
beneficial to pollinators 5 points [ At least 50% of screen area planted
(] Amount of seed fo be planted (Ibs/acre) is determined with flowering plant species 5 points
according fo seed provider’s recommended applicaion [ At feast S0% of screen area planted with
rate and/or planting density for planted species in the ‘native plant species 5 poiats

target area 5 pomts ow [

8 Signage/Education (add all that apply)
e or more signs legible at 40 feet stating
‘pollinator habitat 10 points
O Bench and educational display suitable to mum.mr conditions
5p

regarding the pollinator habitat
To: [ ]

. Pecent of site to be planted with native plant species
electone
5 points
10 points
[ 76-100 percent 15 points

. Planned cover diversity within the ground cover area 9. Pesticide risk
(# of flowering plant species that will constifute ] Planned on-sife insecticide use 40 points
percent cover each; select one)
3 1-9 species 5 points
1 10-19 species 10 points
3 20 or more species 15 points

and Total
Seasons that will have af least 3 blooming species with Grand Tota \:|

percent cover each (add all that apply)
] Spring. 1
0 Early summer Jpon Meets Standard 70-84

O] Late summer
O Fan i Provides Exceptional Habitat >85

Develope

5. Observed nesting habitat within 0.25 miles (add all that app! Project Locatio
[ Bare ground with undisturbed, andior
O Forc g b ; Project Siz
= ‘m‘}g‘;“f;‘ﬁé 1:; F‘.fm:i?d frees. Target Seeding Date:

Send completed forms to: MD Dept. of Agriculture, MD Dept. of

Natural Resources PPRP

DRAFT
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RIVERSIDE SOLAR FARM, NY  Zx¥marviano
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http://dnrmaryland.gov/pprp/Pages/pollinator.aspx



http://dnr.maryland.gov/pprp/Pages/pollinator.aspx
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Power Plant
Research Program

> Power Plant Home

> Power Plant Research
Advisory Committee

> Renewable Portfolio
Standard Work Group

> Energy Storage Work Group

> Power Plants in Maryland

> Power Plant Licensing

> Other Program Activities

> Projects Under Review

> Request for Proposals

> Smart Siting

> Contact the Program
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Solar Generaf%'i"%J Facilities - Pollinator-Friendly
Designation

The Pollinator-Friendly Designation Program bill ( ) SB 1158)
was signed by Governor Larry Hogan in May 2017. SB 1158
established a pollinator-friendly designation program for
commercial ground-mounted solar facilities. The bill did have a
scorecard attached which will serve as the initial basis for
pollinator-friendly designation of a site.

There are several steps that the department is coordinating before
moving forward including:

« Drafting and adopting regulation
« Developing a commercial solar pollinator-friendly application form
« Assembling a workgroup to review the regulation, scorecard and applications

This webpage will be updated with the latest information including the designation process and all necessary
forms. Please contact Bob Sadzinski at the Power Plant Research Program with questions:
bob.sadzinski@maryland.gov.

Pollinator Habitat Workgroup Members

« Matt Teffeau - Chairman
« Marcia Haas - SunEast Dev.
« Jennifer Selfridge - MD DNR

>
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Power Plant
Research Program

> Power Plant Home

> Power Plant Research
Advisory Committee

> Renewable Portfolio
Standard Work Group

> Energy Storage Work Group

> Power Plants in Maryland

> Power Plant Licensing

> Other Program Activities

> Projects Under Review

> Request for Proposals

> Smart Siting

> Contact the Program

25 ¥ MARYLAND

Maryland.gov Phone Directory State Agencies Online Services

WATERS PARKS FISHING

Power Plants in Maryland

Electricity in

MARYLAND

== e
HUNTING BOATING WILDLIFE TREES

Quick Links

Cumulative Environmental Impact
Report Web Pages

) Cumulative Environmental
Impact Report Summary
Electricity Fact Book

A Long-Term Electricity Report
Bibliography

MARYLAND
POWER PLANT
, RESEARCH PROGRAM


http://dnr.maryland.gov/pprp/Pages/default.aspx

¥ NMARYLAND
Workgroup Next Steps RETRE
* Written comments accepted for next 2 weeks.
* Material and minutes will be posted to website.

* Scorecard approval through University of
Maryland Bee Lab

* Regulations updated and officially submitted
— Public comment period
* Adoption






