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Agenda

- Solar Site Characteristics
- Review SB 1158 (Copies Available)
- DNR’s Draft Regulation
- Pollinator Scorecard
- Public Comments
- Next Steps
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Solar Arrays
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Solar Arrays
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pics
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Review SB 1158
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Bill Requirements 
(from Maryland's General Assembly)

• Power Plant Research Program (PPRP) of the Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) shall research the pollinator 
benefits that would occur under a pollinator-friendly 
vegetation management plan implemented on the land 
with a ground-mounted solar generation facility;

• PPRP, in consultation with MDA, shall create pollinator-
friendly designation program for solar generation facilities;

• PPRP shall adopt regulations;

• PPRP shall adopt a scorecard.
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Pollinator Research
• The Maryland  Pollinator Protection Plan (MDA; 

Jan 2016)

• Native Herbaceous Plantings Establishment, 
Maintenance and Management for Wildlife 
Habitat and Pollinators (USDA; January 2017)

• Maryland Environmental Service Pollinator 
Habitat Plan (MES; June 2017)

• PPRP Research Efforts
– White Paper: Promoting Pollinators on Power Facility 

Properties in Maryland (DRAFT)

– Proposed Egypt Road Solar Stormwater Monitoring Study
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DNR’s Proposed 
Regulation 

Pollinator-Friendly 
Designation of Solar 
Generation Facilities 
Regulation 
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DNR’s Regulation

SB Bill 1158: 3-303.1(I): “The Department 
shall adopt regulations to carry out this 
section”.

Connexus Energy’s pollinator-friendly community solar garden is not 

only producing renewable energy, it is now producing honey.
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DNR’s Regulation Process

Internal Process

• We are currently in the development phase of the 
pollinator regulations (discussion, drafting, economic 
impact determination, etc.) 

• Regulation must be reviewed by PPRP, AAG, and Office of 
the Secretary

• Once the regulation is approved to move forward, it follows 
the Administrative Procedures Act.
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Administrative Procedures Act
 

 

         Regulations sent to AELR  

 

 

Regulations published in Maryland Register (Posted online, 30 days of 

public comment) 

 

 

Public comment is reviewed and final regulation decision made (withdraw, adopt, 

non-substantive changes) 

 

 

Final regulation published in Register 

 

 

Not less than 10 days after publication the regulation is effective 

About 1 month  

1 month  

About 2 weeks  

10 days  
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Draft Regulation

• Presently, our Regulation 
is a work-in-progress.

• Will discuss its general 
framework that classifies 
the designations two 
step process.
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Draft Regulation

• Sections:

– Definitions

– Designation (Application) 
Process

– Designation Renewal

– Application Modification
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Definitions

• What can be counted toward the 
designation?

– Solar facility: within the fence line?

– Land controlled by developer 
(leased/controlled land) not being used for 
solar generation;

• No credit given to vegetation on land 
adjacent to leased parcel.  21



Solar Generation Facilities 
Pollinator–Friendly Designation Requirements 

SB Bill (page 4):
A solar generation facility may be designated by the 
Department as pollinator-friendly if the facility:

1. Is ground-mounted

2. Is at least 1 acre in size and

3. Meets or exceeds the minimum score identified in the Solar 
Pollinator Habitat and Planning Assessment Scorecard. 

The facility is planted and managed in accordance with a 
pollinator friendly vegetation management standard or 
pollinator habitat plan . 22



DNR’s Proposed 
Designation Process

Two part designation process:

– Part 1: Application

– Part 2: On-site inspection
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Conceptual Application 

• Includes completed application

– General information:

• See next slide

• Pollinator Habitat Plan

– Examples on our website 

• Scorecard
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Application Includes:

• Application, Pollinator Habitat Plan and 
Scorecard sent to DNR

– Required Contents of Application
• Name, address of contact owner/developer, ….blah blah blah.

• Proposed or existing facility?

• Identify land parcel, boundaries, acreage (must be more than 1 
acre)

• Describe the facility.
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Application Process

• Application reviewed 

– Approved – or

– Incomplete 
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Application Process –
cont’d

• If the Application is Approved

– The applicant moves forward with their Plan, 
hire a consultant (if necessary)

– Consultant and applicant refine the Pollinator 
Habitat Plan

• Final application, Scorecard and Pollinator Plan are 
submitted for Approval

• According to the Bill - site must be planted and 
managed prior to certification.  27



Application Modification

• Modification after Final Application 
approval may include unforeseen significant 
changes in the VM Plan

• Submit appropriate paperwork.

• Reviewed by MDA and DNR
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Certification Renewal

• A new inspection is 
required every 2 years.

– Submit Renewal Application 
and Scorecard

Regulation may have a DNR 
cancellation clause to 
remove the Certification
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Application Process

• Questions for the group:

– Who can submit an application – owner and/or 
developer?

– Should there be a timeline on the Application 
resubmittal?

– How many solar sites will apply?

– Are there examples of Pollinator Habitat Plans 
for solar sites? 30



Scorecard
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Scorecard

• Is a means to measure the 
potential benefit of the site 
for pollinators

• Receive points for benefits

• Minus points for negative 
impacts
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Solar Site Pollinator Habitat 
Planning and Assessment Scorecard

• According to SB 1158 (page 
3 and 4) 

The Scorecard must be:
• Recommended by Univ. of MD

• May be updated or amended 
only once every two years

• Applies only to Solar 
Generation Facilities
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For Example… 

• Percent of facility with flowering plant 
species including trees 

– 30-45 percent

– 46-60 percent

– 61 or greater percent
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Seed Mix 

• Points for number of species in the seed mix 
identified by USDA as beneficial to 
pollinators

• Lbs./acre of seed to be planted

• Points for seed mix with multiple blooming 
seasons.

35



Site Prep

• Is the facility properly prepared for 
plantings/seeding?

• Credit for planned BMPs including:

– Minimizing Mowing

– Creating nesting habitat

– Invasive species control

– Bare ground
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Scorecard Criteria 

• Creating pollinator habitat 
outside the fence

• Signage

• Educational events

• Points subtracted –

Insecticide use 
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Vegetative 
Buffer?
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RIVERSIDE SOLAR FARM, NY
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RIVERSIDE SOLAR FARM, NY
ARTIST RENDERING 
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Recommendations for Scorecard 
Criteria?

Scorecard Criteria 
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Next Steps

• Application Forms will be web-based 

– http://dnr.maryland.gov/pprp/Pages/pollinator.aspx

• Generate Pollinator Habitat Plan Guidelines
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http://dnr.maryland.gov/pprp/Pages/pollinator.aspx
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PPRP Webpage

• http://dnr.maryland.gov/pprp/Pages/defau
lt.aspx
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http://dnr.maryland.gov/pprp/Pages/default.aspx


Workgroup Next Steps

• Written comments accepted for next 2 weeks.

• Material and minutes will be posted to website.

• Scorecard approval through University of 
Maryland Bee Lab

• Regulations updated and officially submitted

– Public comment period

• Adoption
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The End

Bob.Sadzinski@Maryland.gov
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