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Maryland Environmental Trust 
Board of Trustees Open Meeting Minutes 

September 9, 2024 

Trustees Present: 
Gary Burnett, Chair 
Greg Bown, Vice Chair 
Mark Hoffman, Treasurer 
Thomas (Toby) Lloyd, Secretary 
Megan D’Arcy 
Megan Benjamin 
Lori Lynch 
Keith Colston 
Nathan Volke 
Julia King 
Diana Conway 
Craig Highfield 
Crystal Chissell 
Hillary Bell (representing the Governor of Maryland who is an ex-officio trustee) 
Delegate Natalie Ziegler (representing the Speaker of the Maryland House of Delegates who is 
an ex-officio trustee) 

Trustees Absent: 
N/A 

Others Present: 
John Turgeon, Director, Maryland Environmental Trust (MET Staff) 
Josette Markline (MET Staff) 
Wendy Foster (MET Staff) 
Cindy Hoffmann (MET Staff) 
Kelly Price (MET Staff) 
Matt Ludington (MET Staff) 
Michelle Grafton (MET Staff) 
Laural Paterini (MET Staff) 
Talley Kovacs, Assistant Attorney General (Office of Attorney General) 

Spokesperson for Land Preservation Trust 
Ann Jones 
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MET Easement Landowners and Representatives of Land Preservation Trust 
Lynn Vonderhorst 
W. Peter Pearre 
Mike Wharton 
Victoria Collins 
Michael Sonnenfeld 

I. Call to Order 
Chair Burnett called the regular meeting of the MET Board of Trustees to order at 4:03 
p.m. 

II. Minutes of the June 3, 2024 Regular Meeting 

Chair Burnett asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Board 
of Trustees held on June 3, 2024. Mr. Lloyd motioned to approve the minutes; Mr. Hoffman 
seconded the motion. All voted in favor. 

III. Board Chair’s Report 

Chair Burnett made a statement regarding the proposed Maryland Piedmont Reliability 
Project. Six Representatives of the Land Preservation Trust, five of which hold 
easements with MET, were present for the meeting. Each Representative was invited to 
speak regarding their position on the project. Collectively, the group stressed the 
importance of protecting Maryland’s preserved land and asked the Trustees to support 
them in their opposition of the project. Three documents (totaling 7 pages) were 
provided to the Trustees by Ms. Jones, spokesperson for the Trust, which are attached 
hereto and made a part hereof. The Representatives excused themselves from the 
remainder of the meeting. 

IV. Director’s Report 

Mr. Turgeon gave a summary of the Director’s Report that was provided to the Trustees 
prior to the meeting. He highlighted the data in the Managing for Results report that was 
submitted in August to the Maryland DNR and the Maryland Department of Budget and 
Management. 

Mr. Turgeon mentioned that the application period for the Keep Maryland Beautiful 
Grants Program opened on September 6th and will run until November 15th. 
Nominations of grant awardees will be presented at the regular meeting scheduled on 
February 15th, 2025 for approval by the MET board. 
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Mr. Turgeon informed the Trustees that the 31st annual Maryland Land Conservation 
Conference, hosted by the nonprofit Forever Maryland was held on September 4th and 
5th. Once again, MET was a founding sponsor of the event. He noted that some of the 
MET Board were in attendance. He also stated that all MET staff members were in 
attendance and many were active participants on panels while others volunteered their 
time to Forever Maryland. This year’s conference saw the largest number of attendees, 
over 240, since Forever Maryland began hosting the event. 

V. Committee Reports 

A. Lands 
Ms. Benjamin reported that the Lands Committee met on August 28th to review the items 
on the consent agenda. 

Consent Agenda 

Committee recommendations to approve action on existing MET documents 

a. Recommendation to approve a revision to the MET model Deed of 
Conservation Easement language 

Committee recommendations to approve actions on existing MET easements 

b. Recommendation to approve landowner request for an existing MET 
easement in Washington Co. (MET Folio# 0316SHA95.WASH) 

c. Recommendation to approve amendment of an existing MET Easement in 
Baltimore Co. (MET Folio# 0724DON02.BACO) 

Ms. Benjamin asked for a motion to move the consent agenda for approval as recommended 
by the Lands Committee. Delegate Ziegler so motioned; Chair Burnett seconded. All voted in 
favor. 

Ms. Markline reported that, in August, Ms. Paterini accompanied the MD Department of 
Information Technology at the Towson University GIS conference to report on the use of 
MET’s new easement monitoring tool. Ms. Markline mentioned that some units of the 
DNR are interested in adopting the application for their own use. 
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Ms. Markline noted that Mr. Bull has been handling violations and continuing to draft 
MET’s violations procedures and policy documents. 

Ms. Markline informed the Board that Mr. Bull and Justyn Pinkney (former Chesapeake 
Conservation and Climate Corps - “CCCC” - member working at MET over the summer) 
completed a Forest Stand Delineation on one of MET’s three properties it owns in fee 
simple. Ms. Markline reported that she attended the CCCC graduation. She stated that it 
was a good opportunity to meet other Corps members and hear about the projects they 
worked on. 

Mr. Ludington reported that he expects three conservation easement projects (previously 
approved by the Board) will be recorded by the end of this calendar year. 

1. Easement on 217 acre property will be signed by the landowner this week 
2. Easement on 100 acre property will be presented at the Board of Public Works 

meeting of 9/11/24 
3. Easement on 13 acre property will be presented at the Board of Public Works 

meeting of 10/2/24 
Mr. Ludington reported that he is working on several additional easement projects that 
are in various stages of development, and he is confident that MET will meet or exceed 
the goal of 1,000 acres of Maryland’s land conserved by the end of fiscal year 2025. 

B. Land Trust Outreach 
Mr. Bowen reported that in fiscal year 2024 six land trusts renewed or signed a new 
Cooperative Agreement with MET. Thus far in fiscal year 2025 there have been no 
requests for new Cooperative Agreements but MET staff has been collaborating with 
three land trusts to renew their Agreements. 

Mr. Bowen stated that on May 30th MET and Forever Maryland jointly hosted the State 
of the State of Maryland’s Conservation Programs workshop. The discussion included an 
overview of Maryland’s key conservation programs and addressed the outcome of the 
2024 state legislative session. There was a facilitated discussion on challenges that 
threaten the work of land conservation. Sixty-three individuals, representing thirty-eight 
conservation organizations participated in the workshop. 

Mr. Bowen informed the Board that more than three hundred easement monitoring 
reports have been shared with MET by twelve easement co-holding land trusts for the 
first half of CY 2024. Approximately one hundred of those reports have been reviewed 
and processed by MET staff thus far. 



Page 5 of 6 

Mr. Bowen noted that MET’s 2024 LandMarks Annual Newsletter has been mailed to 
easement landowners, land managers, and conservation partners. A digital version of the 
newsletter is available on MET’s website. 

Mr. Bowen reported that the Land Trust Advisory Committee met on August 15th. The 
committee discussed updates to MET’s Cooperative Agreement template. The committee 
requested that MET develop sample templates for project selection criteria and easement 
stewardship/monitoring documentation requirements under the new Cooperative 
Agreement. Sample templates were produced and emailed to committee members for 
review with a request to vote on the approval of the updated Cooperative Agreement 
template. Eight members approved the updates and two members abstained. 

Mr. Bowen asked for a motion to approve the updated Cooperative Agreement Template. Mr. 
Colston motioned approval; Ms. D’Arcy seconded. All voted in favor. 

C. Governance 
Mr. Lloyd mentioned that the Governance Committee continues its efforts to recruit new 
Trustees. He indicated that committee members have been making phone calls to 
legislators and other creative tactics to get vacant seats filled. Mr. Lloyd reported that the 
committee has a list of potential board members but would like to grow the list. He 
encouraged all Trustees to assist in this endeavor and asked that names of potential 
candidates be forwarded to him. 

D. Finance 
Mr. Hoffman reported that the Finance Committee met on September 3rd. He referred to 
the financial statements that were provided to the Board prior to the meeting and noted 
that these statements are for the end of June (end of FY 2024) and the month of July 
(beginning of FY 2025). He highlighted that, at the end of June, MET’s invested assets 
totaled about $3,900,000, an increase of over $300,000 since the end of FY 2023. Mr. 
Hoffman went on to report that MET has utilized about $104,000 of the $140,000 
board-approved allotted funds in FY 2024. 

Mr. Hoffman asked for a motion to approve the June 2024 and July 2024 MET financial 
statements as provided prior to the meeting. Mr. Lloyd moved the motion; Delegate Ziegler 
seconded. All voted in favor. 

Mr. Hoffman discussed the Southern Maryland Conservation Alliance, which services 
Calvert, Charles and St. Mary’s Counties, and the role MET has played since its 
inception. The Alliance has a vision to further empower state lawmakers about land 
conservation and has approached MET with a request for $5000 toward funding in the 
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grant. The grant proposal defines the development of tools and outreach material to help 
carry that message. The Finance Committee is in favor of this proposal. The funds are 
not currently outlined in MET’s budget. However, MET easily has the financial capacity 
to honor the request. Mr. Hoffman noted that this proposal was only recently received. 
MET responded to the proposal by asking the Alliance for a formal letter of request. For 
that reason the Committee felt it best to defer request for Board action until the next 
regular meeting. 

VI. Other Business 
Mr. Hoffman mentioned the need for a follow up meeting with respect to the Maryland 
Piedmont Reliability Project. Mr. Lloyd suggested an Ad-hoc Committee be developed 
to follow the details and progression of the project. Chair Burnett agreed and asked for 
volunteers. Anyone interested in being a part of the Ad-hoc committee should submit 
their intentions to Ms. Price. 

Mr. Turgeon thanked the MET staff for their hard work during fiscal year 2024. He 
pointed out that for most of the year they worked under the pressure of vacant staffing 
and changes in technology yet managed to meet many of MET’s annual goals. 

VII. Adjourn Meeting 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:04 p.m. 
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