
Collaborative action to conserve 
culturally and ecologically important 

landscapes to benefit people, 
economies, and nature throughout 

the six-state watershed. 
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Conservation Plus BMPs - A Real Breakthrough 

● Greening not just engineering 

● Greater effectiveness 

● Development Community— Prefer 
conservation over internalizing costs? 

● Include conservation in WIPs 

● Grow land conservation financing 



Version 1.1 

March 2018 

Platform for: 

● Shared long-term goals 

● Advocating for 
conservation 

● Evaluating influences 

● The green platform 



A Chesapeake 

Conservation Atlas 
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• Set Long-term Goals 

• Document & Illustrate 
Them 

• ‘Grow the Pie’ Strategies 

• Track Progress 
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Our Guidelines 
Pooling our priorities gives greater influence. 

Everyone’s land conservation goals and priorities 
are important. 

The Partnership’s landscape conservation goals 
should be inclusive of all partners’ goals. 

Dividing the pie is not our interest. Making the pie 
bigger is. 



A set of inclusive and cumulative 
long-term landscape 

conservation goals reflecting 
what we all want to conserve in 

the Chesapeake watershed.  
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Heritage 
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Farms 

Forests 

Habitat 

Heritage 

Health 

All interconnected: 

Vibrant economy 

Strong communities 

Healthy people 

Working farms/forests 

Thriving native wildlife 

Clean water 

Healthy watersheds 

Shared heritage 

Recreation 

Quality of life 

 



41 million acres  



11% 

4.5 million acres  





22 million acres  



19 million acres  



20 million acres  



24 million acres  



Goals 

Valued Lands 

Composite of Farms, Forests, 
Habitat and Heritage: 
● Lands already protected 
● Most valued lands 
● Other valued lands 
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The Numbers 
41 million acres watershed land 

20 million acres valued farms (49%) 

22 million acres valued forests (54%) 

19 million acres valued habitat (46%) 

24 million acres valued heritage (58%) 

 

4.5 million acres developed (11%) 

8.8 million acres protected (22%) 

11.5 million acres most valued, unprotected (28%)  

16.2 million acres remaining (39%) 

 

 

 



Protect the Chesapeake watershed’s 
productive farms and prime farmland from 
conversion and secure space for urban 
farming to ensure permanent, sustainable 
‘close to home’ sources of food for the 
region’s population and to support the 
economic and cultural value of our working 
farms and farmers. 
 

Farms 



Forests 

Protect the Chesapeake watershed’s most 
ecologically and economically valuable 
forest land from conversion--headwater and 
riparian forests, large forest blocks, woodlots 
providing multiple values, and highly 
productive timber growing soils. 
 



Habitat 

Protect a network of large natural areas 
and corridors sufficient to allow nature to 
respond to a changing climate and land 
development and to support thriving 
populations of native wildlife, migratory 
birds, fish and plants and sustain at-risk 
species. 
 



Heritage 

Protect the treasured landscapes of our 
collective heritage from development that 
would alter the scenery and character that 
conveys their importance -- along our 
designated trails and scenic rivers and 
byways, at our parks, and throughout our 
state and national heritage areas, valued 
cultural landscapes and historic districts. 
 



Provide people access to parks and trail 
networks within walking and biking distance 
of their homes and communities. Provide 
sufficient opportunities along waterways to 
ensure nearly all residents are within 30 
minutes of reaching a public access site at 
water’s edge. 
 

Human Health 
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Goals 

Farms 

Valued farmlands: 
● Farmed Prime Soils and 

Farmland of Statewide 
Importance  

● Other farmed 
● Not farmed Prime Soils and 

Farmland of Statewide 
Importance 

 
20.5 million acres 
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Goals 

Forests 

Valued forests: 
● Headwater & Riparian 

Forests 
● Large Forest Blocks 
● Multiple Value Woodlots 
● Forests Conducive to 

Timber Harvests 
 
Map shows extent of 
overlapping values 
 
22 million acres 
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Goals 

Habitat 

Valued habitat (1.2): 
● Terrestrial - Core 

Connector Network  
● Aquatic Core Network 
● Aquatic Buffers 

 
19.5 million acres 
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Goals 

Heritage 

Valued heritage resources: 
● Historic sites/districts 
● Heritage areas 
● Scenic rivers & byways 
● Parks 
● National trails 
● Battlefields 
● PA CLs and MD RL Areas 

 
20.6 million acres 
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Goals 

Human Health 

Access to water: 
● Areas within 30 minute 

drive time of access sites 
● Average population served 
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Influences  Impacts 

Energy 
Infrastructure 

Existing and proposed energy 
resources and infrastructure.  
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Influences  Impacts 

Inundation 

Four aspects of inundation: 
● Projected Inundation from 

Sea Level Rise 
● Projected Marsh Migration 

Areas 
● Projected Storm Surge 

Impact Areas 
● 500 Year Floodplain 
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Inundation 



Influences  Impacts 

Growth 

Projected additional 
development by 2050, in 
additional acres per HUC12. 
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Influences  Capacity 

Farmland 
Preservation 

Proxy for capacity based on 
past success:  
● Relative magnitude (in 

acres) of farmland that has 
been protected by county 
to date. 
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Influences  Capacity 

Land Trusts 

The map uses November 2017 
data to depict levels of land 
trust staff capacity, in FTEs, per 
county covered. 
 
With State-wide Land Trusts 
(MET & VOF) 
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Influences  Capacity 

Land Trusts 

The map uses November 2017 
survey data to depict levels of 
land trust staff capacity, in 
FTEs, per county covered. 
 
Without State-wide Land 
Trusts  
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Influences  Capacity 

Focal Areas 

Mix of different on-going 
landscape level efforts: 
● Pennsylvania Conservation 

Landscapes 
● Heritage Areas with a 

Conservation Focus 
● Conservation Corridors 
● Other Areas 
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Goals 

Valued Lands 

Composite of Farms, Forests, 
Habitat and Heritage: 
● Lands already protected 
● Most valued lands 
● Other valued lands 
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What might we have missed? 

How would you like to use this 
information? 

What would be helpful in the 
future? 



2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021 2023 2025 2027 2029 2031 2033 2035 2037 2039 2041 

2 million 
additional 
acre goal 

Long-term 
landscape 

conservation 
need 

What new strategies/resources 
are needed to get there? 

? 

Strategies 


