






INTRODUCTION 

This Baltimore County Fiscal Year 202  Annual Program lists park acquisition and 
development projects currently being explored by Baltimore County, for which fiscal year 202  
Maryland Program Open Space (POS) funding may be pursued. Projects listed here will help 
to achieve the goals and objectives of Baltimore County’s Master Plan 20 0 and the 
County’s 2022 Land Preservation, Parks and Recreation Plans (LPPRP). Specifically, the 
projects will support the following LPPRP 2022 and Master Plan 20 0 goals: 

Acquire a variety of parklands and recreation sites in order to meet the needs of County residents
and provide a park system that contributes to the County’s quality of life and overall land
preservation efforts.

Expand opportunities for residents to participate in and experience arts and cultural programs and
events, and work to preserve historically and culturally significant sites for the appreciation and
enjoyment of the County’s residents and visitors.
Continue to partner with affiliated resident organizations, and participate in various partnerships in
an effort to enhance public recreation access for Baltimore County residents and visitors.



The projects proposed in this Annual Program also support other planning documents and initiatives, 
and help to achieve the 5-year priorities and goals identified in the State of Maryland’s “Land 
Preservation and Recreation Plan: 2019-2023” (below graphic from the plan): 

CAPITAL PROJECT SELECTION PROCESSES 

While the goals and objectives identified in the County’s LPPRP provide the general impetus for conducting 
various capital projects, the means for selecting such projects varies based on the type of capital projects. 
The methods for choosing acquisition projects differ significantly from those used to establish development, 
enhancement, and rehabilitation projects. Following is a summary of the processes Baltimore County utilizes 
to identify, prioritize and select capital projects. 

A. Acquisition Projects

In any given year, Baltimore County, through its Department of Recreation and Parks and its real estate 
office, pursues numerous properties to serve as park sites. While many candidate properties may be 
evaluated and considered, the acquisition process is typically initiated only in circumstance where the 
land in question will help to achieve the County’s present park acquisition goals and objectives. An 
assortment of factors are considered when deciding whether or not to pursue acquisition opportunities, 
including the supply of parkland in a given area, the need to acquire land suitable for accommodating 



facilities required to meet recreational demands, the availability of undeveloped land within a 
geographic area, local population growth trends, and relative public and environmental benefits. 
Baltimore County is firmly committed to providing equitable recreational opportunities 
countywide, with the park acquisition program playing a key role in this mission. In some 
circumstances the County will identify certain areas of need, and make it a priority to seek out 
potential site for park acquisition. However, the diminished availability of high-quality properties in 
many areas of the County can make the acquisition of adequate parklands a challenging proposition.   



Rehabilitation: Park facilities and amenities have a finite life cycle, and eventually need to be
replaced or comprehensively rehabilitated to keep them safe for public use. Most of the County’s
facility rehabilitation projects are funded without POS assistance, as POS regulations allow only a
small proportion of a county’s POS allocation to be utilized for facility renovations/rehabilitation.



POTENTIAL FISCAL YEAR 202  PROJECTS 

Parts two and three of this annual program list prospective fiscal year 202 acquisition and development 
projects. These sections provide detailed information regarding recreation and parks projects for which POS
funding may be requested. Information about other State funding sources such as bond bills and capital grants 
is likewise provided. All projects listed are sponsored by Baltimore County, which has no incorporated towns 
within its boundaries. Additional projects not listed in this program may be added throughout the fiscal year 
as needed, at which time this program shall be amended through written notification to the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources and the Maryland Department of Planning. It is important to note that the 
inclusion of projects within the annual program or the LPPRP does not guarantee that capital funding will be 
available for implementation, and project priorities may be revised. 

POS regulations allow for 100% funding reimbursement for park acquisition projects, with the maximum 
eligible reimbursement amount typically being based upon the average of two property appraisals, or the 
purchase price (whichever is lower). POS will fund up to 75% of park development, enhancement or 
rehabilitation projects costs. 

The tables that follow identify the presently envisioned projects for which POS funding may be utilized. The 
columns that comprise the tables are:

Project Name and Description:  The name and brief description of each project or job.
 County LPPRP and State goals: This column lists the most relevant goals and

 and the County Land Preservation, Parks and Recreation Plan,
and indicates how the project supports the State of 
Preservation and Recreation Plan.
Acreage Data: This column presents various park and recreation site acreage data, including the size in
acres of parks with development projects. Acreage is not listed for sites in which the specific project sites
have not yet been identified.
Source of Funds: These columns provide details about the various funding sources that are projected
to be utilized for each specific project/job.

Notes pertaining to the lists of potential projects: The funding amounts identified, for the most part, are 
approximate and do reflect actual contract costs. Additionally, in order to prevent potential land speculation 
and avoid creating competition or undue value expectations for prospective property purchases, specific 
acquisition sites are not generally identified within this Annual Program. Instead, more general priority 
acquisition areas are identified. 

 series of maps are provided for the purpose of identifying project locations throughout the County. Maps 
are not provided for projects that are not site specific, such as potential acquisitions not yet identified and 
trail improvements to be located in a variety of parks. 
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