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Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday May 1st, 2024 

6PM @ Black Hill Ranger Station 

 

Attendees:  

Gabrielle Oldham  Ron Anderson     Kathie Jarmon   

Dori Murphy  Tom Frederick   Matt Spiroff  

Emilio Concari  Lauren Gilbert 

 

Gabrielle brought the meeting to order at 6:05 PM.    

The April 2024 meeting minutes were reviewed and approved by the board via email on 4/15/2024.  

NRCC Alumni Highlight – Lauren Gilbert 

• The Cecil Forestry Board welcomed Lauren Gilbert, a former NRCC camper and camp counselor 
to the meeting. Laruen is currently employed by the Maryland Department of Agriculture. 

• Lauren recounted NRCC experiences and described academic and professional accomplishments 
since attending NRCC.   

• Lauren is exploring options to assist NRCC 2024.  

Treasurer’s report 

• John provided the treasurer’s report, and Matt presented it at the meeting. 
• No new changes were made to the Board’s accounts.  

Maryland Big Tree Program Update:  

• John provided the report, and Matt presented it at the meeting. John’s report is provided below: 

MBTP Report –Cecil –Certificates were mailed for all trees measured in March.  
Three remaining trees to be re-measured in’24.  Two at Elk Neck State Park can 
wait until the fall.  Suggest we move to “inactive” the sycamore at Northrop 
Grumman due to the difficulty in obtaining permission and the restricted access.     
 
 



 

In Maryland, 17 trees were measured; all new trees: 
Queen Anne’s County – 13 – all at Wye Island Natural Resources Management 
Area 
Baltimore County – 4 – Three at Hemlock Gorge Area of Prettyboy Watershed; 1 
at St. Timothy’s School  
 
W ye  Island NRMA is a t id a l re ce ss  o f t h e  Ch e sa p e a ke  Ba y b e t w e e n  t h e  W ye  Rive r 
a n d  t h e  W ye  Ea st  Rive r. Of W ye  Is la n d 's  2,8 0 0  a c re s , 2,4 50  a re  m a n a g e d  b y 
t h e  Ma ryla n d  P a rk Se rvice  fo r re so u rc e  m a n a g e m e n t , re c re a t io n  a n d  
a g ricu lt u re .  A p o rt io n  o f t h e  p ro p e rt y is  a lso  in  t h e  Old  Gro w t h  Fo re st  
Ne t w o rk, Dr. Jo a n  Ma lo o f, Dire c t o r.  Ma rc  Lip n ic k  m a d e  t w o  m e a su rin g  t rip s  
t h e re  in  Ap ril—o n e  w it h  W a n d a  Da d e  a n d  t h e  se co n d  w it h  Lin d a  Ba rk e r—
b o t h  Ba lt im o re  Co u n t y vo lu n t e e rs . 
1 n e w  St a t e  Ch a m p io n  – a  Ch e rryb a rk  o a k  a t  4 0 6  p o in t s  
4  n e w  QA Co u n t y Ch a m p io n s  – w h it e  o a k , m o c k e rn u t  h ic k o ry, b it t e rn u t  
h ic k o ry, lo b lo lly  p in e   
 
Ma rc  a n d  Lin d a  m e a su re d  3 n e w  t re e s  a t  He m lo ck Go rg e .  As t h e  n a m e  
im p lie s , t h e  la n d sca p e  is  ve ry s t e e p  a n d  h a s  t h e  b e st  g ro w th  o f o ld  h e m lo cks 
in  Ma ryla n d .  Alt h o u g h  n o t  in d e p e n d e n t ly d o cu m e n t e d  b y MD W ild life  a n d  
He rit a g e , He m lo ck Go rg e  a lso  a p p e a rs  t o  h a ve  t h e  la rg e st  co lle c t io n  o f ye llo w  
b irch .  Six o f t h e  8  re g is t e re d  e xa m p le s  a re  fo u n d  in  t h e  Go rg e ; in c lu d in g  t h is  
n e w  St a t e -co -ch a m p io n . 
1 n e w  St a t e  c o -Ch a m p io n  a t  20 0  p o in t s  
1 n e w  Ba lt im o re  Co u n t y Ch a m p io n  m o c k e rn u t  h ic k o ry a t  235 p o in t s   
 
St. Timothy’s School is a private girls’ school in Stevenson, Baltimore County.  It now owns the 
new Maryland State Champion Kwansan cherry at 202 points.  A former employee of the school 
remembers when it was planted in the 1970’s—making it about 50 years old.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://dnr.maryland.gov/publiclands/Documents/TSP-Complex-Challenge.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Trees referenced in the MD Big Tree Program Report.  

 

Natural Resources Career Camp (NRCC) Update:  

Gabrielle provided the update. 

• Applications for NRCC 2024 are continuing to come in and boards are working to approve them. 
Spots are still available for NRCC 2024.  

• A NRCC Fellow has submitted a press release regarding NRCC to various media outlets in Cecil, in 
hopes of generating additional applications for NRCC 2024. That information has been shared to 
other news sources within the APG network. 

• Gabrielle has obtained an Assistant Director for NRCC 2024 and plans to show them the ropes of 
running camp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Website Update: 

Ron gave the update: 

• Several items were uploaded to the board’s website, and a number of trees had their records 
updated on the board’s website. 

• A list of changes to the board’s website since the February meeting includes:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Figure 2. Changes made to the Cecil County Forestry Board website. 

 

Old Business: 

• The 2024 Maryland Forestry Board Summit planned for June 10,11, and 12th. Interested 
members of the board are invited to attend, if interested let Matt Spiroff know. The event 
allows for two representatives from each board. Gabrielle will be attending the meeting. 

 

New Business: 

• The Board reviewed 1 Forest Conservation Act (FCA) Timber Harvest Plan for properties owned 
by Daniel Lapp in Rising Sun, MD. The Board recommended the approval of the harvest plan to 
the County Planning and Zoning, and included comments to the final approvers of the harvest 
plan. 

• Continued discussion about the 2024 St. Mary Anne’s Garden Market. The schedule for the 
Board’s booth was distributed.  

• Prior to the meeting the board members met to bag tree seedlings for the board to give away at 
the Garden Market. Booth materials for the garden market were loaded in preparation for the 
weekends Garden Market event. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:45 PM. 

The next meeting will be held on June 5th, at 6:00 PM.  

 


