
Stop the spread of aquatic invasives

Protect
your Potomac river

Water chestnut (Trapa natans) is a floating aquatic plant native to Asia. It is an invasive 
species that spreads quickly, wipes out native bay grasses, prevents water access and 
recreation where it occurs and creates breeding grounds for mosquitoes. The seeds 

have four hard, half-inch spines that are sharp enough to penetrate shoe leather.

Water chestnut has been found on the Virginia side of the 
Potomac River in Pohick Bay. It floats at the surface during 

low tides and typically occurs in smaller coves.

REPORT FINDINGS TO

dnr.maryland.gov/invasives

   John Odenkirk (VA)   540-899-4169  john.odenkirk@dgif.virginia.gov
Mark Lewandowski (MD)  410-260-8634  mark.lewandowski@maryland.gov


