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This Guide is prepared in accordance with the requirements of State Government Article, §10-

110, Annotated Code of Maryland.  It is intended to help small businesses comply with the 

revised rules adopted in the above-referenced sections of the Code of Maryland Regulations.  

This Guide is not intended to replace or supersede these rules, but to facilitate compliance with 

the rules.  Although we have attempted to cover all parts of the rules that might be especially 

important to small businesses, the coverage may not be exhaustive.  This Guide cannot anticipate 

all situations in which the rules apply.   

 

The Department will clarify or update the text of the Guide as an idea moves through the 

regulatory process.  Direct your comments and recommendations, or calls for further assistance, 

to Fishing and Boating Services Regulatory Division: 

 

410-260-8300 

410-260-8DNR; toll free in Maryland 877-620-8DNR; TTY Users Call via the Maryland Relay 

Fax: 410-260-8310 
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I. SUMMARY & FAQs 

 

What was proposed? 

The department has proposed allowing commercial harvesters the ability to use gear which they 

are currently licensed to use to commercially harvest shrimp. The action would also allow the 

department to develop a framework that will be used to create a pilot program for further 

investigations of the shrimp fishery in Maryland.  

 

Commercially-licensed harvesters would be able to obtain a free shrimp permit that would allow 

the use of the gear currently allowed under their license to commercially harvest shrimp. As an 

example, an individual with an Unlimited Finfish Harvester License (FIN) or Unlimited Tidal 

Fish License (UTFL) would be able to use gear such as cast nets, gill nets, pound nets and trawls 

to catch and sell shrimp. Rules currently in place for those gears such as mesh size, attendance 

requirements, distance requirements, registration, etc. would still have to be followed. While the 

enacted legislation allows for it, the department would not be adopting closed areas, catch limits, 

seasons, or size limits for the commercial harvest of shrimp at this time. This means that there 

would be no closed areas, daily or seasonal catch limits, closed seasons, or minimum sizes. All 

commercial harvest would have to be reported to the department.  

 

The department would continue to work with industry to develop the parameters of a shrimp 

pilot program in State waters. The enacted legislation requires the department to adopt 

regulations in order to institute a pilot program, but does not require the parameters of the pilot 

program to be incorporated to the regulation – just that the regulation authorize the creation of a 

pilot program. The pilot program will be developed similarly to other pilot programs the 

department has instituted under Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) 08.02.01.10. 

 

Why is this change necessary? 

Senate Bill 343 of 2021, codified at Laws of Maryland 2021, Chapter 119, granted the 

department the authority to adopt regulations governing the shrimp fishery in Maryland and 

establish and implement a pilot program relating to fishing for shrimp. In order for commercially 

licensed harvesters to legally sell the shrimp they catch in Maryland waters, or for the 

department to allow commercial licensees to participate in a shrimp pilot program, the 

department must first adopt regulations for the shrimp fishery in Maryland. 

 

Who will this affect? 

This action applies to commercial licensees who catch shrimp in Maryland waters. 

 

Has this change been discussed with advisory commissions? 

This idea has been discussed with the Shrimp Workgroup, organized under the Tidal Fisheries 

Advisory Commission. The workgroup recommended moving forward with regulations that 

would authorize licensees to use their current gear to harvest shrimp, as well as authorize the 

development of a pilot program for the commercial harvest shrimp to test different types of gears 

in appropriate manners. 
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This idea was scoped with the Sport Fisheries Advisory Commission and Tidal Fisheries 

Advisory Commission at their October 2021 meetings. Commissioners recommended moving 

forward with scoping. 

 

What is the specific regulatory action? 

Adopt Regulation .08 under COMAR 08.02.08 Shellfish—General. 

 

 

II. RECORDKEEPING AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

 

This action created a new permit, available for free, for any current commercial licensee, which 

allows the licensee to commercially harvest shrimp using gear their license currently allows. Any 

licensee who obtains that permit will be required to report their catch on their monthly 

commercial report logs. 

 

 

III. IMPLEMENTATION DATE 

 

This regulation change is effective March 21, 2022.  

 


