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• Multi-Million Dollar industry in Maryland 

• Potomac River largemouth bass fishery 
strongly affected by distribution of submerged 
aquatic vegetation (SAV) 

• Declines in SAV have had negative effects on 
the fishery 
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from Tidal Bass Fishery Management Plan (2015) 

http://dnr2.maryland.gov/fisheries/Pages/bass/index.aspx 

Problems 

Possible Actions 
 
A) Change in Creel Limit 
C) No Possession  
D) Fishing Closure  
E) Stocking 
F) Enhance or Protect 
Habitat 
G) Angler Awareness 
Strategies 

Bass Reef Project 



Bass Reef Project 

• Upper tidal freshwater Potomac River, 
Maryland 

• An important area for reproduction 

• Smoots Bay, owned by Peterson Group and 
Maryland National Capital Park and Planning 
Commission 

Smoots Bay  
38° 47.248’ N, 77° 1.224’ W 



Bass Reef Project 

• Habitat loss, Smoots Bay 

• Add permanent habitat 

• Proposed to JE in 2008 as groins 

1985 
Red = High Density SAV 

2002 

2013 



Bass Reef Project 

• Mini-Bay Reef Ball Project 

• 2.5 ft wide, 1.75 ft high, 200 pounds 

• Made by volunteers at National Harbor 

 

Chesapeake Bay Foundation 



Bass Reef Project 

• Two proposed locations in Smoots Bay 

• 6 knot area 

• Historical footprint of SAV 

• Deployed in 5 clusters of 8 balls 

• Deployed with 2 marker buoys, and posts with 
signs and tethered wood clusters 

 



Block 1 
38° 47.462’ N, 77° 1.307’ W 
 
Block 2 
38° 47.462’ N, 77° 1.279’ W 
 
Block 3 
38° 47.463’ N, 77° 1.254’ W 
 
Block 4 
38° 47.48’ N, 77° 1.309’ W 
 
Block 5 
38° 47.497’ N, 77° 1.310’ W 

Bass Reef Project 



Block 1 
38° 47.542’ N, 77° 1.084’ W 
 
Block 2 
38° 47.529’ N, 77° 1.062’ W 
 
Block 3 
38° 47.518’ N, 77° 1.042’ W 
 
Block 4 
38° 47.528’ N, 77° 1.109’ W 
 
Block 5 
38° 47.516’ N, 77° 1.070’ W 

Bass Reef Project 



Phase 1 
 
•  40 reef balls 
•  Depth range: 5 – 10 feet 
•  Area of reef is 0.9 acres 

Bass Reef Project 



Phase 2 
 
•  40 reef balls 
•  Depth range: 4 – 5 feet 
•  Area of reef is 0.5 acres 

Bass Reef Project 



• Funding from National Harbor ($10,000), 
MDDNR Fisheries ($5,000), and an additional 
$5,000 sought through grants and social media 

• Chesapeake Bay Foundation providing molds, 
some equipment, and volunteers 

• National Harbor providing some equipment 

Bass Reef Project 



• Funding sought by December 2015 

• Permits acquired by Spring 2016 

• Logistics and materials by Summer 2016 

• Building reef balls September/October 2016 

• Deploy Reef Balls by November 2016 

• On-going monitoring thereafter by MDDNR 
Tidal Bass Program, Possible stocking area 

Bass Reef Project 



• Joseph Love, joseph.love@maryland.gov, 410-260-8257 

• Mary Groves, Southern Region Manager, MDDNR Inland Fisheries 

• Scott Sewell, Maryland Bass Nation Conservation Director 

• Dick Berich, Maryland Bass Nation 

• Steve Chaconas, National Bass Guide Service 

• Erik Zlokovitz, MDDNR Maryland Reef Initiative 

• Karl Willey, Chesapeake Bay Foundation 

• Bill Goldsborough, Program Director, Chesapeake Bay Foundation 

• Michael Rolband, Vice President of Operations, Wetland Studies and Solutions, Inc. 

• Kent Digby, Senior Vice President, National Harbor Operations 
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