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DISCUSSION 

Anne Arundel County is requesting approval of a text amendment related to vegetative management 

practices and processes within the County. On October 28, 2025, Anne Arundel County Council 

approved County Bill No. 67-25 which amends Article 16 of the Anne Arundel County Code. The bill 

establishes new local processes and clarifies existing local processes for pruning and clearing, 

including in the Critical Area Buffer and on steep slopes in the Critical Area. A copy of Ordinance No. 

67-25 is attached (Attachment 1). This bill was presented to the Program Committee for information 

only on May 23, 2025. 

Summary of Proposed Text Amendment 

The Bill clarifies existing County practices regarding tree trimming and pruning, particularly in the 

Critical Area. It defines “Clearing,” “Pruning,” and “Woody Vegetation” as a means of separating and 

clarifying categories of vegetative management methods. Additionally, it creates new grading permit 

categories that allow for streamlined processes when addressing vegetative management concerns 

within the County. 

Definitions 

Per Anne Arundel County Code §16-1-101, the proposed definitions are as follows: 

Clearing: the process of removing trees, shrubs, woody vegetation, ground cover, stumps, or roots 

whether by manual, mechanical, or chemical means and does not include gardening maintenance of an 

existing grass lawn or removal of hazardous trees. Clearing includes the trimming of trees, shrubs, or 

woody vegetation in a way that is not authorized as an acceptable pruning practice in the most recent 

version of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) A300. 

Pruning: the selective removal of tree, shrub, and woody vegetation parts to meet specific goals and 

objectives while maintaining or improving plant health and structure as set forth and authorized in the 

most recent version of the ANSI A300 standards. 
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Woody Vegetation: a vine or woody perennial plant other than a shrub or tree that typically lies along 

the ground, or that rises above the ground by attaching to other plants or objects with tendrils or by 

twining. 

Anne Arundel County Permit Processes 

The Bill amends Anne Arundel County Code §16-3-201, §16-3-202, and §16-3-207 to clarify existing 

and newly established permitting processes, including the general provisions: 

• Establishing the Habitat Enhancement Plan (HEP), which may authorize up to one (1) acre of 

clearing or pruning for managing existing forest or natural areas to enhance the habitat and 

ecological balance 1;  

• Clarifying that a Vegetation Management Plan (VMP) may be authorized for pruning or 

clearing of shrubs, woody vegetation, or trees in an area of less than 5,000 square feet; 

• Codifying that the Vegetative Management and Habitat Enhancement Plans may be used in lieu 

of grading permits, provided they meet the following criteria: 

o Earth disturbance or root extraction is only allowed with County approval; 

o Mitigation is required at a 1:1 rate for trees and shrubs, to be replaced with trees and 

shrubs, as approved in the plan. No mitigation for pruning is required; and 

o Standard sediment and erosion control plans approved by the Soil Conservation District 

are required for plans greater than 5,000 square feet and up to one (1) acre; 

• Prohibiting an applicant from performing piecemeal clearing, grading, and/or pruning activities 

authorized without approval that cumulatively exceed the allowable thresholds (under 2,500 

square feet on a steep slope or 5,000 square feet outside the Critical Area Buffer); and 

• Clarifying that activities approved under an HEP or VMP shall not include clearing of 

vegetation for activities related to development or in preparation of a development application. 

Within the Critical Area, additional provisions include: 

• Explicitly requiring local approval for any amount of pruning in the Critical Area Buffer; and 

• Requiring local approval for pruning over 2,500 square feet in the Critical Area on steep 

slopes2. 

The County has developed accompanying guidelines, which outline the vegetation management 

processes, including their scope and purpose. A copy of the draft guidelines is attached (Attachment 2).  

PROGRAM COMMITTEE 

A draft of this bill was presented to the Program Committee for information only and to allow for the 

Committee to provide feedback. At that time, the committee asked the County to consider the 

following: 

• To tie the definition of pruning to the ANSI A300 standards; and 

• Provide add7itional mitigation in excess of 1:1 for clearing in Habitat Protection Areas (HPAs), 

including Forest Interior Dwelling Bird Habitat (FIDS) 

1 Currently, a grading permit is required for clearing or pruning over 5,000 square feet. The proposed Habitat Enhancement 

Plan may be used in lieu of a grading permit. 
2 A permit is not required for pruning less than 2,500 square feet on a steep slope in the Critical Area; however, if the 

County determines that pruning in an area less than 2,500 square feet will negatively impact the safety of the steep slope, 

local approval is required 
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The County has since updated the definition of pruning to include these standards. The County has also 

provided additional clarification to ensure that any clearing under this bill is not associated with 

development, as noted above. Higher mitigation will be required if clearing in HPAs, including FIDS, 

is associated with development activities. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Given that the proposed text amendment is consistent with the purposes, policies and goals of the 

Critical Area and law and regulations, Commission staff recommend the Program Committee concur 

with the Chair’s determination that this text amendment be processed as a refinement to the Anne 

Arundel County Critical Area program. Staff further recommend the Chair approve this text 

amendment as proposed. 

ATTACHMENT 

1_Anne Arundel County Bill No. 67-25 

2_DRAFT County Guidelines Document 























2664 Riva Road 
Annapolis MD 21401 
https://www.aacounty.org/inspections-and-permits/forestry 
Phone: (410) 222-7741 

                                           Habitat Enhancement Plan Application   

Tax Account Number    

Subdivision Name (if applicable)   Lot   Block   

Location   
Number Street   

Owner 
Name Phone Email 

Address State Zip 

Proposed Work   

  
Critical Area Designation   Distance from water to disturbed area ft. 

Steepest slope disturbed % Lot size   Area to be disturbed sq. ft. 

I/we certify that I/we have the authority to make this application; that the proposed work is authorized by 
the owner in fee; that the information above is correct and that I/we have chosen this method to satisfy our 
sediment control obligation. I/we certify that the proposed construction meets the conditions and limitations 
established and contained in the Anne Arundel Soil Conservation District Standard Sediment and Erosion 
Control Plan; and I/we have the ability and will meet all the limitations and conditions set forth by said plan.   

Owner’s Signature   Date   

Applicant’s Name (please print)   
Company Name – if a corporation 

Approved - Compliance with the Habitat Enhancement Plan for Anne Arundel County, and: 

❒ the attached Standard Plan allows for site grading without a separate grading permit and is subject to 
any special conditions listed below. Approval is granted for two years unless otherwise noted. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

❒ Not Approved - Grading permit required. Site fails to meet the conditions as detailed in the Anne 
Arundel Soil Conservation District Standard Sediment and Erosion Control Plan. 

Inspector     
Sign and Print Date 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS:   

https://www.aacounty.org/inspections-and-permits/forestry


Mark Wedemeyer, Director 

2664 Riva Road 

Annapolis MD 21401 
https://www.aacounty.o 
rg/inspections-and-
permits/forestry 
Phone: (410) 222-7741 

Habitat Enhancement Plan Submittal Requirements   

Not Associated with a Building/Grading Permit/Development Application 

The submittal package must include: 

◆ A cover letter with a contact name, phone number and email address. 
◆ A completed Habitat Enhancement Plan Application with the tax account of the property. 
◆ (1) copy of a Scaled Site Plan. The Plan must include, at a minimum, the following items: 

● Scaled drawing of the property with dimensions drawn at a specific ratio relative to 
the actual size of the proposed work. (i.e. 1" = 20', 1" = 40', 1" = 50' maximum) 

● The Limit of Disturbance (LOD) as well as on-site location of the vegetation to be removed, including 

shrub layer and invasive materials, or individual invasive trees. 
● Existing structures (i.e. building, deck, shed, driveway, sidewalk, etc…) 
● Areas classified as Critical Area, Buffer, FIDS, Wetland, Forest Conservation, Streams, Steep Slopes 

or any other type of environmentally protected zone. 
● Location or address of the property. 

◆ A description of the existing conditions and proposed work to be accomplished, including: 
● size of the area to be disturbed 

● eradication methods (pesticide types, level of use, how many applications, etc.) 
● replanting or enhancement work (number and species of plants to be installed) 
● when the work will be done and who is doing the work.   

◆ Invasive plants often require multiple applications of an herbicide or multiple cuttings to ensure 100% 

eradication. Please include a timeline indicating the total time expected to completely eradicate the 

invasive plants, including proposed scheduling. In some instances, grubbing of roots may also be required.   
Erosion and Sediment controls are required and maintained.   

◆ A management plan to ensure maintenance and management of areas (short term and long term) is 

required. This is critical to growth of native vegetation, eradication and management of invasives, 
overall health of the forests and project success.   

The submittal package is to be delivered to the Department of Inspections & Permits, Permit Center Reception Desk, 1st 
Floor, 2664 Riva Road, Annapolis, MD 21401 or emailed as a .pdf to forestry@aacounty.org 

                             

mailto:forestry@aacounty.org
https://www.aacounty.o


                                                
                                     Habitat Enhancement Plan Guidelines – Version 12.23.25 

The purpose of the Habitat Enhancement Plan (HEP) is to help interested voluntary participants (e.g., non-profits, 
HOAs, etc.) manage existing forest or other natural areas to enhance the habitat and ecological balance. Activities 
may include pruning for health and safety of vegetation, non-commercial timber stand improvement, and 
eradication of non-native invasive vegetation and planting of native species in those areas. Removal of existing 
impervious areas and foresting these areas may be reviewed on a case by case basis.   The Habitat Enhancement Plan 
(HEP) is separate from a Vegetation Management Plan or a Standard Grading Plan. Activities shall not include 
clearing of vegetation for any activities related to development or work in preparation of a development 
application. Invasive Vegetation can be defined as plants that threaten native plant health and biodiversity in both 
agricultural and natural systems in Maryland. 

The Habitat Enhancement Plan must be completed and submitted to the Anne Arundel County Department of 
Inspections and Permits / Forestry Program for approval prior to beginning work. Application and submittal 
requirements can be found at (add link to the application) Post the approved HEP (or have a copy available 
on-site) when work is being performed. This is required for inspection purposes. For activities that involve 
less than 5,000 SF of disturbance contact our Forestry Program at (410) 222-7441 or forestry@aacounty.org.   

   Any required State and federal permits shall be obtained prior to approval of this plan. 

A security bond/planting agreement may be required to ensure completion of work. For Non-Commercial 
Timber Stand Improvement, please include a copy of the forest management plan. Requests submitted 
without all of the required items will be rejected. A pre-construction meeting will be required to ensure the 
quality and understanding of the proposed work. 

Contracted tree removal or pruning may only be performed by a State of Maryland Licensed Tree Expert*. Work 
not performed to industry standards (ANSI A300) may be reported to Anne Arundel County and/or the State 
Department of Natural Resources. Topping of trees and lions-tailing is not permitted, only pruning using ANSI A300 
Standards. 

* A list of Licensed Tree Experts may be obtained at the DNR Forest Service Website found at 
https://dnr.maryland.gov/forests/Pages/licensed-tree-experts.aspx 

If planning to use herbicides or pesticides to eradicate non-native invasive vegetation, please include the Maryland 
licensed pesticide applicator information with license # in the description of the work area. Please include the 
application method (cut stump, foliar, basal bark), active ingredient, and application rate. 

https://dnr.maryland.gov/forests/Pages/licensed-tree-experts.aspx
mailto:forestry@aacounty.org


DESCRIPTION OF WORK. Please read through the instructions above very carefully to ensure you have provided 
the required information. If the correct information is not provided, we may deny your application request. 
Please ensure you provide the following:   

What your scope of work is, how you plan to accomplish the work, who is going to be doing the work, where the 
work is located and a timeline including your treatment schedule. 

What: 
What is the scope of work involved in the Habitat Enhancement Plan?   
If removing invasives, what are the invasives you are proposing to remove? 
What Native vegetation will be planted once invasives are removed? 
What Erosion and Sediment Control measures are proposed? 
If pruning, what are you proposing to prune? 

How: 
How large is the area you are proposing work to be done? 
How are you proposing to remove the invasives? Pesticides? Cutting? Extraction of roots? 
If using pesticides, what application method (cut stump, foliar, basal bark), active ingredient, and application rate 
are you proposing to use?   
If pruning, how are you proposing to prune? 
If doing Non-Commercial Timber Stand Improvement, please attach a copy of your forest management plan.   
How are you proposing to install and maintain your Erosion and Sediment Control measures? 

Who: 
Who is going to be completing the work? If using a contractor, please list their information. If applying herbicides, 
please list the pesticide applicator license # of the contractor.   

Where: 
Where on the property is the work being done?   Please include a scaled site plan. (see Habitat Enhancement Plan 
Submittal Requirements) 

Timeline: List your timeline to completely eradicate the invasives, replant those areas, complete pruning, or 
improve the timber stand including when you plan to carry out the work.   

Management Plan: A management plan to ensure maintenance and management of areas (short term and long 
term) is required. This is critical to growth of native vegetation, eradication and management of invasives, overall 
health of the forests, and project success.    
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