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APPLICANT:  Anne Arundel County 
 
PROPOSAL: Text Amendment – Bill 63-21 
 Pending Matters 
 
COMMISSION ACTION:  Concurrence 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval 
 
STAFF:  Kate Durant 
 
APPLICABLE LAW/   
REGULATIONS:    Natural Resources Article, §8-1809(p)      
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The Anne Arundel County Council voted on July 19, 2021 to approve Bill 63-21, which included pending 
matters language associated with the 1,000-foot Critical Area Boundary map update. The proposed text allows 
for any application for development or a variance made prior to the effective date of the Bill to proceed using 
the old boundary, provided all permits are issued before December 1, 2021. The legislation reads as follows: 
 
18.2-101. Scope; applicability. 
 
 (b) Applicability to pending and future proceedings. 
 
 (11) The following shall be governed by the location of Critical Area boundaries in existence 

prior to the effective date of Bill No. 63-21; 
 
 (i) An application for development, provided any permits associated with the 

development are issued on or before December 1, 2021; and 
 
 (ii) An application for a variance or a special exception, provided the application is filed 

on or before the effective date of Bill No. 63-21 and any permits associated with the 
application are issued on or before December 1, 2021. A variance or special exception 
grandfathered under this subsection may not be extended by variance. 

 
The Commission has previously approved language in other jurisdictions allowing pending applications to 
proceed up to a certain date, including in 2017 for Queen Anne’s County and in 2021 for St. Mary’s County. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Commission staff recommends the Commission concur with the Chairman’s determination that the 
Anne Arundel County text amendment be reviewed as a refinement to the County’s Critical Area 
Program. Further, staff recommends the Chairman approve the text amendment as proposed. 
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