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The Town of Snow Hill, located in Worcester County, recently completed an effort to 

comprehensively review their Critical Area Program as is required by State Law. Chapter 72 of 

the Town’s Code contains provisions pertaining to the town’s Critical Area Program. On July 8, 

2025, the Mayor and Council of the Town of Snow Hill approved Ordinance 2025-10, which 

repeals and replaces Chapter 72. The Town is now requesting that the Critical Area Commission 

approve the comprehensive update of their Critical Area program as reflected in the Town’s 

updated Chapter 72.   

 

Town of Snow Hill Critical Area Overview 

 

Snow Hill’s Critical Area totals 265.64 acres, with 60.3 acres designated as Resource 

Conservation Area (RCA), 65.70 acres designated as Limited Development Area (LDA), and 

139.64 acres designated as Intensely Developed Area (IDA). The total growth allocation used by 

the Town to date is 4.63 acres. The Town must request any future growth allocation allotment 

from Worcester County. 

 

Comprehensive Review and Update to Snow Hill’s Critical Area Program 

 

Per Natural Resources Article §8-1809(g), each local jurisdiction is required to comprehensively 

review and update their local Critical Area program every ten years and ensure conformance 

with the requirements of the Critical Area law, criteria, and regulations. The Town originally 



approved its Critical Area Program on January 2, 1990. The town’s last Comprehensive Review 

of its Critical Area Program was approved on May 1, 2012.   

 

Through Ordinance 2025-10, the Town updated Chapter 72 based on the most recent changes to 

the Critical Area law and regulations as well as the Commission’s Model Ordinance for 

municipalities. These updates include additions to Critical Area Program goals and general 

requirements for development in the Critical Area; standards pertaining to permitted uses within 

the Critical Area and standards for locating new IDAs or LDAs; provisions pertaining to after-

the-fact variances, program changes and comprehensive reviews; updates to provisions 

pertaining to enforcement, permitted activities within the Critical Area Buffer, Buffer 

establishment and mitigation; updates to other Habitat Protections Area provisions based on 

input from the Department of Natural Resources Wildlife and Heritage Service; additions to 

provision pertaining to water dependent facilities and local development projects; and new 

definitions. The town is also choosing to opt into the non-water dependent structures on piers 

language that is permitted under Natural Resources Article §8-1808.4. 

 

Natural Resources Inventory 

 

COMAR 27.01.10.01 requires a jurisdiction during its comprehensive review to map or 

inventory (or both) habitat protection areas, including threatened and endangered species habitats 

and species in need of conservation, anadromous fish propagation waters, plant and wildlife 

habitats, and locally significant habitats. The Commission coordinates with the Maryland 

Department of Natural Resources Wildlife and Heritage Service (DNR WHS) to provide a 

Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) that includes updated narratives and maps to meet this 

requirement. The most recent inventory was completed in August 2023. Chapter 72-15, Other 

Habitat Protection Areas, reflects the updated inventory and also includes site management 

considerations for Purnell Branch, a locally significant habitat.   

 

Recommendation 

 

The comprehensive update of Snow Hill’s Critical Area program as reflected in the Code of 

Snow Hill meets the goals of the Critical Area law and standards for comprehensive review. On 

September 19, 2025, the Program Committee recommended that the Commission concur with 

the Chair’s determination that this comprehensive review be processed as a refinement. 

 

Further, the Program Committee recommends the Chair approve this refinement with the 

following condition: 

 

1. Within 180 days of the date of Commission approval, the Town of Snow Hill will update 

the approved Chapter 72 to meet the provisions outlined in Attachment 1 of this staff 

report. 

 

Attachments 
1. Proposed Revisions 

2. Proposed Ordinance



Attachment 1. Proposed Revisions to Chapter 72, Critical Area, of the Code of 

Snow Hill 
 

Commission staff’s recommended revisions to Chapter 72 of the Code of Snow Hill are 

numbered below. These minor changes and clarifications are necessary to bring the Town of 

Snow Hill’s Critical Area Program into full consistency with the Critical Area law and 

regulations as of October 1, 2024 (including updates to Chapter 424 of the 2024 Laws of 

Maryland under House Bill 233). All text in underline should be added; all text in strikethrough 

should be deleted. 

 

1. 72-10 Lot consolidation and reconfiguration on page 73: B(2) “the Town shall issue a 

final written decision…within ten (10) business days by United State mail to the 

Commission’s business address Critical Area Commission.” 

2. 72-16 E. Evaluating plans for new and expanded water-dependent facilities: "(7) That 

dredge spoil will not be placed within the buffer or elsewhere in that portion of the 

Critical Area which has been designated as a Habitat Protection Area except as necessary 

for a beneficial use approved by the Board of Public Works or the Department of the 

Environment such as:" 

3. 72-18. Definitions on page 97: Development Activities - The construction or substantial 

alteration of residential, commercial, industrial, institutional, or transportation facilities or 

structures. Development activities also include human activity that results in disturbance 

to land and natural vegetation. 

4. 72-18. Definitions on page 98: In-Kind Replacement - The replacement of a structure 

with another structure that is smaller than or identical to the original structure in use, 

footprint area, width, and length. 

 

 



MAYOR AND COllNCIL OF SNO\V HILL 

First Reading June 101h, 2025 

Second Reading July 8, 2025 

ORDINANCE 2025--10 

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL AND REPLACE CHAPTER 72, ENTITLED 
CRITICAL AREA, OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF SNOW HILL, MARYLAND 

WHEREAS, State law requires each local jurisdiction to comprehensively review its entire 
Critical Area Program every ten ( 10) years; and 

WHEREAS, the previous update to Snow Hill's Critical Area Program was approved in 
2012, therefore the Town needed to have its Critical Area Program comprehensively reviewed; 
and 

WHEREAS, in an effort to assist local jurisdictions the State Critical Area Commission 
hired an employee to directly work with municipalities to assist them with this review; and 

WHEREAS, Town staff has completed this review with the Critical Area Commission 

staff resulting in this ordinance to update the Town's Critical Area Code to incorporate updates to 
the State Critical Area law; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of Snow Hill ("Snow Hill") desires to update Chapter 
72, entitled Critical Area to complete the comprehensive review and incorporate the updates to the 
State Critical Area law. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND 
COUNCIL OF SNOW HILL, THAT CHAPTER 72, ENTITLED CRITICAL AREA OF 
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF SNOW HILL, MARYLAND BE, AND IT IS HEREBY 
REPEALED AND REPLACED AS FOLLOWS: 

CHAPTER 72 Critical Area 
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§ 1H.--Pu¥pese;...itpplk-ftl➔ility;--map$; .-reR elass.ifleatioRs; ge:aera.l requirements. 

A.. Goakt. The go.a.ls of the 8Aow Hill Critical Area 0rdir=ianee are te aeeompHsh tHe 
:AJ!lowing: 

fl} Minimize ad1t·erse impacts on water quality-that result from pollutants that ar,e 
discl:utrged fromstracturesorfliff off from surrom,ding laoos; 

(2) Conserve fish, wildlife~ afld plant habitat; and 

(3} Establish land use po Ii des for €:ierleiopeient--.ie the -Cfit4£al. -Ar,ea wllich 
a:eeemmed~-growth-as---weU as address the en11ironmeAtal il:npilCts that the 
f-ntmber, tnovement, and act-iviJies-ef peo~te may have on the area., 

8.--The.-.Seow -Hill Ctlti-0al Area Graina:t,;ee, The 8flow Hill Critical i\rea. OrdiRanee 
consists of the Snow Hill Cfitieal }\.r-ea Qrdiea»ce ·and •tt~·Offi-c4&l•"·C-ritie-al~r,ea 
Map(s). Related provisions FHay be found in the Snow um Suadh•ision RegulatioRsi 
and the-,Snow HiU loaiag -Oreinane.e)' 

C. Regulated aetivitie!, and appHeability. An:, af}plieaAt for a peffllit er license te fl'\¾fSae 
-ritieal Area~ inehH!ing~ hut Aot IimJled to~ development or 
redev-elepBletlt,. gradieg~ seatmeat,..end fl'O~ •e-ontr,oi,timeef-•fia-f'\restiag, skor-:elirte 
erosiofl control~ iRstal1ation of a septic system and dfain field; Oif)er-atien of a waste 
eolleetien er dispet~al ~~Hity, operaUoo of a commerdal or pri~;ate marina or other 
water-related-.cenH:neFeial er inEIQSt-rial -OpeFalien {w~tfl-ef-puatte er pri .,, ate➔~ mi Hing 
(whetheF surface or nubsurfuce) or quaFf}'tAg, farmiAg ef. 01:lleF a:grietilttlre related 
a:eth1ities shall ~ave siaeh ;t,erffiits or licenses issued by the desigRated loeal approving 
amoorit-y -after· revi-ew 4&-determine •eomplianee- with the Snow Hin · Gritieia:l · A.,=ea 
0fdiflaRee. 

D, CritiO"dl p,._rea Overlay District Map, 

Ht The Offieial Critieal Area 0\·erlay Oistrid Mapts-maintaiRea m terc.easpartof 
the Gffici&l Zofling MQf1 for Snrw~· HHL4 The Official Critical Area r-.,fop 
ee-Hneatestheextentofthe(,ritiealArea Qt;erJay Distriet that shall ittdude: 

(a) All water:, nfat1d lands under the Chesapeake Bay aHd its trial:ltaries to the 
head-0-f tide as ine-ieated-0n the sia.-te wed and map~; aAd aU state and private 
i.veda0ds desigBated Hflder Tttte i.6. ef tl1a Er1v-itonmer1t Ar-t4-e,,e of ,t:he 
Annotated Code ef MarylaAd; and 

H)) AJl laoo aml water B:Feas wifhln-l,000- feet beyond the ~ndwafd-heundaflies 
ef~;t~e orpfi,,ate wetlands and the heads of tides designated under Tide 16 
o-ft~n-vtr'tlflment--A-ni-Ole ef the Annotated Code of Maryland. 

(2) Within the eooigaalea Critical Area 0 1,erlay District, all larui shaU he assigHoo 
one of the f.elle-\ving land.ffianagement ·an-a-de1;eie:JlmeaH.m¾l elatssi fi-0atiet1s-: 
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fa}-- Intensely DeYeloped Area (lDA). 

(h) Li 1nite<l l)e:velepment At·,ea,(-LDA ). 

(-0:t • ~mFee-{;3nservaHen Ar-ea ( RCA). 

(-J+--The Critiea~ Area Overlay-0if;.tne4 Ma~y,-0e4,unended hy-tke ~~yer afld To•.vfl 
CouneH in compliance vlith amendment--pm-visiofl:s ia this chapter, the,\4ary-laoo 
Gri#e.a] AFea LwN, GOMAR Tille 27, .and other applicable prnv-isions of the 
Town -0.f Snow H4ll--C-ede. 

&--C'-ttmer-al-r-equirtm~ 

( l) De\1elopmeat and rede','efopment shall be subject to the habitat protection .area 
requirements ,preseriood in this- clla~ 

~-RcaseRable aceemmooations for the ne-eds- <➔fdisahled citlz-eAS. 

fat-An applwant ,seeking-relief"-ffom the Critk"'-al,cAr-ea stanthlrds contained in 
this ehap,ter in order -to accommodate- tne- --rease-noole Heeds of disab~ 
cith~ens shall have the burdef't of demonstrating by a prepo:rulenmee of 
evidence ttte fuUowiag~ 

[l] The relief from the Criticttl Area i;tandards sol:lghl by tke af)plicant will 
hffiefit. ,persen(s} wi•d½ae-isahillty-with4t1-themeaniflgef the~ 
,,·ith Dioabilities Act f 1ADA") atld related federal regulatieHs; 

f4t-- Strict and literal eRfor-eemeftt of the provisioas of this ekeptcr-we¼llil 
violate the ADA or depri•t'e a diGabled resideAt or user of tile reasonable 
ltseand enjoy~~!~ 

f»-A r.easenable aeeonu~oaation y.·ouh! n:mtore lhe dbahled rer.iaent'fl. or 
user1s reaseaab!e-useor ,eaJeyment: of tee pr-0pert~~ 

t4t-:J'be -acc0ttunodation- r,equesti!d~ wiU t\Ot substant-i-aU-y"~tmJ!air tfle 
purpose, inteRt,. er effeet ef tire provisieHs ef this chapter as a~ptied to 
the property; aAcl 

f:5-l-- The aceommod.atiea ;,voula be ea,.·ireameataUy aeutral witkHe---gr-eat-er 
Hegalh1e impact on the environment than the litera~ enforeemeAt of the 
s~ahite, erdinance, ~r-egulation-,er-•-1,)ti1er ref:1uir,enlen4;•0F-W<H:Hd allow 
oal~r the elinHmun -env-ironmenta! -ehanges--neeessaey t-0 addfess-the 
Aeeds re~-;ulting from tlie particular disabi.lity of the a:f'J3Jieant/appollant.-

(b-) An a:p,plieant seekiBg relief freffi the Critical Area standaras containecHn 
tm&-~'lflapter iR order to aeeommoda1e the reftf,onab1e needs ()f disaaled 
citi2et1s- shali ~t- a -.nittefl feq-lieflt fOf'-Sticll--~- le the Tov,'fl. The 
PlanniHg CeAunissioo--shaU, after a hearing, deteAB:ine the-nature and cSeOl)e 
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of any accommodation or r~ief from4he-G-Fid~a\ Area Ordtft<:U1ce lo he 
affordetl to au appti-c-ant pursuanHe-th-i5'-SUbsectfon-,.md rnay award different 
or-other--rel+ef--th-an re~uested after gh•ing due regard to the purpose, iR*eAt, 
or effect of the applicable ru=ovisfons of thfo ehapter. The Planning 
G-e-r-affHss.ion nu1,i aJse oonsJder th& siz,e, looati0!1, and type .of 
aooonm1odation propos-eEt- and whether altematives------.eJ!c:ist-whi-eft 
aceommodate the Aeed v1lth lt:1ss adverse effect 

(e:) The Planning C()mmfosion may re~uire;:- as a eeaditioft of appto',alt that 
upon terminatitm-of-.the· need •IDr {l£ooHHnaaation, --{hr.'tt-the preperty be 
restor-ed--te eompl)1 with an applieable pro:Yisieas of this dU\t)ter. 
/"i::f>flfOf)riate bond!; may be coUected or liens plaeed in order to ensure SRO\'/ 

Hill's ability hJ rentere th~ pr-opertysheu!dtheap,ptkant foil to d~ 

§-=7-:2-1,· -Intensely Developed-Are&S. 

Oeveh:)pment sta-Adards: For all development ati.tivt~ies in-¼lle-1:nteaseJy Uei,1eloped Areas, 
the-appli-Oant shall-identify ooy en-vironmeRtal or nattiral featur-e Eleserieed-,betaw~oo~ 
au of the folle~?-,'iH:§ standards: 

A-.-· Q:e¥elo1nnent-acti¥iaes shaU be deslgaed aHd implemented to m~aimi2e aestructioR ef 
forest and woodland ,.egetation; 

R /':.Jl roads, bridges~ and utiHties are prohibited in a habhat proteetio.-. area~ t11~lens fl() 

feasible ahemative eKist&----lf a toad, bridge ·ot· utU-i~y is authorized. the iies:i-gn~ 
~non, aae maiHtenaF.tce shall: 

f-l+-Pr-0vide maxifl"tt.Jm .er1lfriee r,roteetie a~ 

f.!}--Mii½t1ni2:-tH·?tegaH-ve ,im-paet -on wHalife, aquatic life I En1€1 t!le½r-1:mbitat-s-~ aoo 

(3) Maintaia ~::rdrolegi-0-pro~-.ess and water quality., 

c. AH·development activilies·that mHst cross-or-aJf,ect slreamsshaU-beeesigned k¾ 

(I ➔ Reduce increases ifl flood ftequeney and severity that are attributable io 
ae;relopment;. 

(2.) RetaiA tree eano13y so as to maintain stream itvater temperature within nonnal 
¥8fiffliell; 

~rovi-de a nat-u£at .suhstmte for stremn sees; aRd 

t4+--Mi-nimiie 00'1~rse, water quality -and qua0tity imp,aets of-stennwater. 

D. AU devetopmeAtand redev:elopmeflt aetiv4lies-4ialt-melooes¼efl1lwater ffla:nagemeal 
~echt1oiogjes- •hat reduee pellutant- -leadi-ngs---b¥ at least 10% belew the· level--,,af 
polhitioR on tke sire prier to deveJopmeAt or r:eae·.-elopment as provided in Critical 
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/\,rea l 0%i Rule Guidunc~ Manual FaH 2003 aAd as may be ~,ubsequently amended. 

§ 72 3. Umited Development Area.tJ. 

De-velopment standards-: i;or aU dev-elopraentactfvities in the Limited Deveklpment Areas, 
d1e applk4¼nt-'5haY-identit),· aft:; -en-.~iFeRmeAta l or 1H.1tttralfeature--dest.'f.'-i:oee-.be.Jow, e:ma shall 
meet all of the following standards: 

A -Decv-e1apmeAt aRd rede,.·elopment shall be :mbject to the water dependeAt facilities 
fet.}:\:lirem:ents of thfo-eh-ap-ter; 

B; Roadsl bridgec-; and utilltiei, a:re prohibited h-1 a habitat protection area unle.f;s no 
feasible ahemative e:Kists, ff -a road, brtdge or utility is amhorized the design, 
eonstruet-ioH and maintenance shall: 

(-l4-P:ro~iide imaximum erosion. protee~iaH:; 

~Minim4z-e-aega£iv-0. illtj3oots eA wiidl+fe,--aquati-e +ife- ane their-!u,sitat"5-;-aoo 

~\4-ait1:tain h;,tirotogk-processes-,aoowater (!Uality. 

c. All d&vetopment aetivities ,~hat -m:1:1st cr-0ss- -,er· afftrot streaflis sh:aU be des¼gaed to: 

(I) Redw-oe iftt~wsin-tlood freq.uene-y-and severity that-~~to 
de). •elopment; 

t-21 Retain tree eanopyso as -to mafota:instream w·atertemperature iJ.lthifl nomtaJ 
variatiofl; 

fl) PreYide a naturaJ suhstrate for stream, beds; aFld 

f4)--Miaimi2e ad,,'erse water quality ane quantity impacts of stormwa~er. 

~f tl~er~. is--aw¼lelife corriaer system i€1entified-,by-the--W4Mlife-Heritage Service on OF 

near the site which (.,"Qfl be enhanced by additional plantings, the applk.am shaU 
inoorpora~e a wilalite i;10mdor s-y-stem -that-conneets-the ian;est uoo~ ,or,,most 
vegetati-v-e trnetaS of land within. and adj-aeeet to ,the site in erder to· provide oont-inuit-y 
of existiag Vlildlire and plant habitats with offsite hah-ltats. The vdldHfe oorridor 
syi,tem may inohtde habitat proteetion areas ldeAtifiea iA this chapter. Sno\.". Hit! shaH 
ensure the ma:lftter¼aftee-of.....tl~ -w¼ldlUe conid orn b,Y reE)\itrifl-g--!lte--eStablishtueflH~f 
coos-ervatioo easen1ents, restriotiJ1,e eo:\r-enaRts, e-r similar instrumeats app:F6VeG~tffe 
Towa Attorney through •Nhkh the et)rridor is preserved by publie or pri 11ate groups, 
including fl(Jmeov;:flern associ&tianei~ nature trust:, and nther organiza:tlons, ifpresefl:t. 

K Development on sk)pes 15% or gt=eater, a5 mea:fmred before development) shall ae 
f},rt)fHb,ited unless d1e projoc.t Js the- em;i ,eff-et-1.f:ive wa.y te -rna-int-ain ,er it»pr-e-ve the 
stahility ef-•the sler3e aad is eoasisteat-with the-,f)Olk~-ana-staneards for Limited 
De1lelopmen;t /\re.as. 
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f::.-.--Exeept as ethE!fwise,previded in this sub.sectio1't;-ffif-Stom1water r=uHoff, lot e(werag.e i~; 
I imited 10 l 5%i ef a lot Or-f"8fl-~Jf-any portiem; ()fa lot or pafee~ that-are designated 
I.imited De\1elof}fftent Area. 

(,) ff a r.,aFeel or lot of l 12 a<:re or less in 1;ize el'<it_;ted un or before December--l, 
1985, then lot co,,,erage is limited t:o 25~1,:, of the parcel or Jot 

~Wa-pareel or lot greater thaR 1/2 acre and less than one acre in size e~isted on or 
eefore December 1,, 1985t then lot coverage is limited to 15% of the parcel or1e.t. 

~If.an iRdhdEhrn.l lot one acre or Iest. iA size is part of a subdh·isic.m appro1red after 
December l ~ 19&5, then fot ooverage lfl&!t exceed l 5% of the individual fot; 
however~ t~tetot&l-lot-coverage-fer-the-eatiH: Sl¼bdicvimon-may-not e7'Eceeed i 5~·t:r. 

{4) Lot CO\'!erage lifnits1)r'(tvided i-nS.uboo-t"4ion F( I) a~-,abo¥e-ntaybeex,eeeded1 
upen fiaeings by the Phuming Con~missieri or its designee that the fonowing 
conditions exist 

(a) The lot or pa.Fee~ is legally nonconforming. ,1\ lot or parcel legally devefoped 
os ef July.--l f -2{}(}8; · fnay be ,ceris1dered--4ega1J;i -noa~-0-1:+fe.001:ng .f.of ·. the 
pt:trposes of let -ee¥erage requi reateftts. 

~ot coverage-assoei-atea with new-,eevelep1ne-nt-aeti\1ities ea tae property 
ha;·e beeA minimized; 

~~.aletef pafeel l.12 aere or less iftsiee;tetal lotooverage does not exeeed 
the Jot co¥erage lim!4s-..ftt-Su~--tfon F( I) by mer-e-4tan-2S0rtt or 500 SEJUar-e 
:fuef; wn-i-ehever is great~; 

(d) For a lot.or- -par-t.!t;1l-gr.eater tlia:H ll2 at."!.fe and less tlmrl Ofle a.ere in ,size~ total 
tat ooverage does not eKeeed the lot ee•terag.e limits in Subsection P(2) or 
5,445 square feet; 'Nhichever is greater; 

fet-'The feHowi~ tahle summarizes the limits set forth iA 8ubseetion F(4)(a) 
thro1:1gh ~d) above: 

Let/.Par,eel 
Size-(squeff: 

~ 
0 to 8,000 

8,001 to 21,780 

21 ~ 780·te 36,J.00 

U1,JO I to 4:l,560 

6 

Lot C♦Vfl'&g,e Limii 

25'%-'t)f,pa«...~+ $00, Si:JU:afe 

feet 
31.25% ofparoel 

5;445",square feet 

15<!;~ of parcel 



(5) If the Planning Commission or its designee makes the findings set forth in 
Suhseotion F(4) al,.e.ve arulat¼thH~a-a,p,H-ti.tmt to u~ the fot eoverage ltniits 
set f.artb-in--t:hat subsection-, -tae applie-an~ shall: 

f:a1--Demonstrate ,that water-quawty-impat.~s- asstl-Oiat.oo with runoff from the 
deYeloprneHt aetivities that,-,ee:n:tfibute-to lot eeverage ha11,e beefl minimiz:ed 
*hrough t.ite design considerations or the use ofbest management praeticee: 
to-i:1-npr,we-wat~uali ty; and 

(b) Pnwhie Ofl uite mitigation ln the fom1 ofplantingo, ~o offi,etpotential adverne 
warer-qualH;, tmpaets from the development oot1vities resulting in new lot 
c(werage. The plantings shall be equal to t·No times the area of the 
dev-ek~ activity. 

(~) If the app~ieant caAnot pro:~·ide appropriate s.tornv1,ater treatment and 
plmidflgs due to stte constra-ints,, then the appHetu1t shan· pay a fee 1o·'S:A:ow 
Hi-14 1nl-iea of perfenning-lhe on site-mitlgation.-The am:ount-of the fee shan 
&e $1.50 per SEttfafe fuot.eftl:ie required mitigatien. 

~l'he alfe.mtieH of forest aHd de·,.iel,e.~lands·shoU be restricted aAd shall be 
m-ittgatea· a~-l(;Uows:-

(+t--The -totaJ ooreag-e tH t:Sr,est -and--aaveiep.ed woedlanas- w-ithin Snow· Htll tn the 
Critical Areu shall be maintai11ed or preferael~f increased; 

~AU -tor-ests--rul:d,tieve:leped-woo-tUand5t-flat -are aUewed-to-be-ele-areti er ee\'eHlpe6 
shall be replaced in the Critical A1..tea on not less than an etiual area bm;fo; 

f;l) lf an applicant ifs authorized to clear more tht¼fl 20~i<b ()fa. fore.!_;t or developed 
wt~nd,s ori a lot or--pa_f'i.-~Re appH~hall rep~aoe the for,est or devefoped 
wooolantls .. ·at l-5· times the ar~al ,e..x;tent of the- foFest-<W deYeloped-woedlatuis 
eleare,t, including the first 20% of the furest or d&Yeloped w,;odlaflds cleared. 

(4) AR appliCi¼nt may aet el ear m0fe4ooR-J-0% of a fo:Fest or de•,eloped vroodhmes eH 
a lot ()r parce~, UA1ess the Board of Appeals grants a variance ana the Qftf)lica:at 
replae-e:s ff>resl or ooveiiep.ed-wooalaad-s-at--a--rate ,ofthr-ee innes i-he-a¾"eal -e-xt,ent e.f 
the-forest or-dtweiep.ed, woedl.anas ,c.leared. 

~lf·an awlkanl ¼5 authomed ~o-· elear· Qf!t~ -per-t--eRtag& of tore.est er devEHO~ 
woodla.Ads assooia-ted with a ssetii,risfoH er a site plan approval, the remainiRg 
pereentage shall be maintained through reeorded~ restrictive covenants or similar 
instrutnerlf~Htppr.ovoo h;i S11ow Hilt 

H. The folto1wing are reql-lired for fore!H or developed *Noodlat1tfo clearing es ret1_\iired in 
Stihsoot-ion -0 above: 

(I) The applicant !,han ensure that any plantings tha-t die withit=i 24 · months of 
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tns-tat-kNJon shall ht4epla-ced. A perfommnce ,bend in an a.1nount detennir1ed by 
Soow- Hil-t-shall ae posted to assure satisfaetory rer=i1lacerne11t as required in 
8ubsee~.ion G abo:•re imd pi,u1f surviilaJ; 

(2} ~nit jssued by 8Row Hill before foreut or ae•,ce1loped vwoehmds is cleared. 
Clearing forests ar-ad developed v1eodlands befhre obtaining a Snow Hm t,,ffiflit 
!& •a v4olatioe ~. any for,ests and -developecl.-weodlantis-el-eared-lJ.etere--ebtaiffifl:g-a 
Snow-HiU-~H,ka-U he replaatea at three times the areal extent ef the d-earea 
forest or de,·eloped 'n1ood~ands; 

flt Clearing of forest or de-.·eloped '♦voodlands that eKceed the maximum area aH0\11ed 
iA·Subseeliefl G aho,Je shall-be--replanted at thr-ee- times· tJle-areal-~eKtent-of-the 
cleared forest ordev~ped •t1,·eedlaflds; 

( 4) If the areal·-$(:~f-fru.t"fiit-e limits the ap~ieatioa ef the refe-restation £.tandards 
iR this seetioA, the .applieant may be alfov,·ed to r,la-nt off nite or ~ay a :fee in lieu 
of planting at a ra.1e of SI .SQ peF s,qware-toot. 

t Jf Flo forest is established on propoi,ed dei.1elopmen.t sites~ theme ~ii tea shall be 
plante4 to-provide-a for,est -0r tiev~Of.)OO \¥eoalands e0'1ler of at least i 5%1. 

(l) The a.ppHcant shaU aesigaate;--s:ubjeot to tlie ·approvat efthe T,ey;n-Of Snt)W HiU} 
a -new for-est ar--ea -Otre:iH:Ut of the site Rot. forested~ and 

~The afrorest~ •&Fea sl1:aU lle--HutiataiRed as forest c.oyer threHgh easements, 
restricfr1t·e coYenaHts or other proteetive if1strnmentf, appnwed by the Snow Hill 
+awn trnomey. 

~+=-R-eseuree eenserva~Areas. 
DtwelopmeRt sta:Rdards: For au deyeJopment activities ai=ld resource utilization in the 
Resource Cm~servation Areast the applkaRt shaH meet an c,t~tllewing slanda«fo: 

A. LaA.d use R1,magement praetkes shall be coAsistent 'Nith the policies and criteria for 
•he habita.-t p:R)leet:ion area provisiorrs.ef -tl1i-$,.,~apt,er. 

8. Land 'Nithin the Resource Consep;a:tfon Area: may ee tleveioped fi)r resideuial use1; 
at-¼densit~to--&x,ce,ed one ,dw-eUing unit per 2-0 aeres7 

·G;- Development aeti .. 1ity v.·ithiA the Resol.!ree-C-ea:~tioo• Ar-eas shal-J ,,ba-eofHHment 
with tlie -r-,equir-ements- -and stanoar-os fer b imttecl De·n.~lo pment Areas as speetfiee-ifl 
this ,ehapt-er. 

D. Nothing ifl this see-ties shaU tim4t tl1e--abittty--Of- a pafti ci paRt iH any-- agri€:ult¼.iral 
easealeftt-progra1n to eonvey real property imf)ressed -.vith such an easement to family 
memben~ pro11ided that no such conveyanee wm FesH!t-lH-a deasity greater than one 
dwemng unit per 2Q aeres, 
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§ 72 5. Land use and density. 

A. Permitted uses: Pennitted uses iA the Critical Area shall be limited to those uses 
allov1ed b~· the underJying zoning elassifieation as modified by Table A and the 
suf)plemental use standards in § 72 6, provided such uses meet all standards 
established by the Critical Area O•,rerlay Zone. 

Table A Permitted Uses 
LEGEND: 

P Peffllitted if allowed in the underl;cing zmniag district 

PC • Pennitted ·with conditions if allov1ed in the underl)·ing 2;oning district 
NP Not permitted 

Land Use Ma&agetHeet Designatiee 

Item Use Deseriptiee 

-1.00 Residential 

hl-0 Accessory dv,1elling unit p 

um Institution ol 
bU) EKisting institutional uses p 

~ Nev., institutional uses p 

~ Cemetery p 

MG Grol:lp hoffie p 

~ Day care p 

~ Commereial 

~ E*istiag eofftmefcial 1:1ses p 

~ Ne1t'l commercial uses p 

~ Home occupatioa p 

MO Bed and breakfast facility 12 
4.04} Maritime/:water dcpeedent 

Expansion ofeKisting commercial 

4:-1-G marinas p 

~ Nevi marina, commercial p 

9 

p 

p 

p 

p 

p 

p 

p 

p 

p 

p 
p 

PG 

NP 

PG 

PG 

PG 

NP 

PG 

PG 

PG 
NP 



4.4Q 

4,;.W 

4.-eQ 

+.7-0 

4.8G 

~ 

~ 

6-00 

~ 

e.-2.0 

e-:JG 

+.00 
+:-1-Q 

8.00 

8-:-1-0 

Gemnnmity pieFS aoo 
fl0Heommercial boat docking and 
storage 

P1:1elie aeaehes ami 13ttelie 1-1.iater 
eFieAteEI reeFeatienal ane 
educational areas 
Research areas 

Fisheries activities 

Structures Ofl piers 

Private pier 

Reereetien 

Golf course 

Industrial 

B~dstit1g industrial uses 

New industrial uses 

~fon maritime heavy industry 

~AUtSl)8FtatienlpaFlaRg,l 
eommunieatians/utilities 

Utility transmission facilities 

Publiclquesi public 

Sanitary landfill; rubble fill 

Selie or ka?!:areleus ~,raste 
colleotion or disposal facilities 
Sludge facilities 

Qther {ReseAted) 

B. Maximum permitted density. 

p 

p p PG 
p p PG 
.p p p 

PG PG PG 
.p p .p 

p p PG 

PG PG NP 

PG NP NP 

PG P-G 

12,f; Pb P-G 
PG PG PG 

(l) The maximum permitted density in tke 8nov, Hill Critical Area shall be as shown in 
Table B(l). 

Table B(l) 
Maximum Residential Density (Dwelling Units Per Aere) 

Laed Use Management Designatiee 

IDA WA RGA 

Density permitted by 
"ttnderlying wniRg 

Density f)em=titted by 
underlying 2oning 

10 
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f.2) Cakulation o:foae iR twenty-a-cr.etiensi:ty ofdevelopme1:1t.--lfl-eakulatingthe-one­
in twenty acre density of deYelopm.e11t that ifj pennitted oH a parcel located 
with,in-tae-Reseur,«onserva:tion Area, Snow Hill: 

(a) Shall eount eaeh dwelling uAit; 

(e) May pennit the ar-ea (1f any pri'.:ate •.yeth.mds located on tl=le preperty to be 
H1oluded-\ulder~the foHov,·iAg conditiom,: 

[I] +he density ,}f developme:nt Ofl the upland portion of the parcel fllUY 

net·-eK~eed one -dwelltng unit -per eight ac-res; and 

f:1t-T~reu of pri1.iate wetlands !;ha.U be ;e,iv~-imated on the basis of 
·1egetative i 1:ifofffiation-as-destgneted--0n the state 1Neda~aps er hy 
private st1:rvey approved by Snow Hill~ the Critical /'sea Commission, 
and the Mar-ytancl Departmet=H ef the £fri.~rnament. 

§ 71 ,. Supplemental as.e standttRls½ 

+he4t~~le.wtng su,~nen-tal "use st!ffldards apply t,o the permitted ttSf:?:S listed 1A Table As 
abov,e-and4aU-ap~y-when-the,permitted use is aHowea in theena-erlyiflg ~ioniftg >Elistriet. 

A------Acces-so:1:,y-dweUing ·uait. 

f-tt-lfa p,erruitt-edliSe in-the Wlder1ying ?OFdng district, one a:dditienal dweUiflg ttnit 
(aceessoa,r dweUiag l:1:Bit) as pat·t-of-a primary·4wetl:tng-ttml-m~~nitt-ed- ,ffi 
the Rese-t¼ree Conservation Area, pro:,,.ided the additional dwe!lir1g unit is served 
hy tl-resaine sewage tiisf)osal-sy,sf,effl-Qs-#te-prifnary -.dwe-Uiag tfflit, and: 

fat---is ,!oeatea wtt11m lfle flrimary dweUing unit or its entire perimeter is within 
l QO feet of the fH1tnary-dweU-ing unH an4 ~stJ:Hare-feet 
in total endosed areas; or 

(b) Is loeated withia the primary dweUing~·uHit--1u1d dees Rot-itrer,ease the 
amount of lot coverage already attributed to the primary d•1teUing uAit. 

(2-t An additional dwelling unit meeting aH of the pro~'isions of this section may eot 
h-e--ffUWwtded -er e<.>m1eyed ser,arately from the primary dw en i Ag unit; and 

(]) The prm.risiom, of this t,eetioA may not be eOFu.Hrued to authorite the gmHtiRg of 
a vananee~ ur~less-the-va:rianee is granted in aeeeri;Janee wint the variance 
pwtis1ons eontai~ heEeif!. 

8.-Existiag ,i-ttstitutienal uses, 

f»-~~ast-t•~utioAal- facilitie~;; induding tao~.e that directly support agrict:ilture, 
fer~,a~aoulture -01~ res-itieetial de,v~opment shalt be aUewed ·in -Re,s.eur"'~ 
CensePt'atien Areas. 
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(2) Exparrnion of existing institutional faeilities and uses in the Resource 
Conservatiorl Area snaU he subj~t to tlie norl€Oti:fonning-use :f3'rovbions of this 
cha:Pter and-the-grandfatherin~ovi-S¼ens in-§ 12-8 aRd may reqtttre--gr.ewdi 
aHoe.ation. 

fl) Ntw, ins~itutional facilities aud Hses, e1(c-e~t those spedfically hsted ,in Tabh.,A)­
Gha.H -A()t b-e f)ennitted in Re:wurce Conser;ia.tiofl Areas. 

(2) Certain institutional uses mn;- be permitted if allowed ia the lmEiedying~zoni-ng 
distriet andtfc-4-~~ies-with~a~irements fer ~,ach t!ses aG provided ifl 
the Snow l 1 ill Zont~&inaaee:'-+hese-instituaonat uses- are JH:'ni-ted-to: 

~A cenet-ery ~hat-is an aeeesseey tJse to•aFH}Kist-ing du1rsh; fJrovided man 
maae lot eo· .. refage is hm I ted to 15% ef tee site or 20,000 cS-EJUare, feet} 
wMehever in lem,; 

(a) i\ day eare fadlity in a d•NeUif1g where the operr1tors li¥e oR tl,e premises 
anddiereare no it1tore •than eigl,1t ,ehiJ,arert; 

fej--Agroop-1«ttne-tw"assi-s~ving•4i!t-1»ity with no more than eight residentn; and 

(-dj-- Other similar 1..metJ. determined by the municipaHty and apprO"led by the 
Gfff.wat-Ar.ea--Cem.n1issien-·te~ee-sim~ ar to- ,t:hose hst-ed abo-v,e,. 

D;-· e1dsting--e-oauner,ei-ai-u:ses-. 

fl+-E.x-istiag eem-tner-oiaJ facilities- ood ¼¾BeS~ HR"liueifl!}·dt(J.Se tkat aireetly supJ:)Ort 
agrieuhu1e~ forest()\ aquaeulture or resideRtial Elevelepment shall-h& aUow,ed -in 
Resource Conservation A.rear;. 

~ Expansion of e:xisting eommereial faoWties aad uses in -t-l½e ,,_ -Reso-u-fce 
Gonser,1alion Area nhaU be s~eot tEJ· the noneonfaffning m1e :r:wovir,ions of this 
eh-apt-er -and-the -grandfathering provisiens- in -§ 72-& ·-at-lti may require grovlth 
alleeatieA. 

E. New eomffiefetal ttses. 

H~,-Newootnmet~-ial -uses~ ex-cept the-se specitlcaUy J4st-ed-•itl +able A, shaU not be 
flef'fflitted in Resource Coaserrntim, /1-"rtms. 

(~).-.f~-effain -001nmereial uses may be--penn¼t-tee ifaUowoo 4-n the wRaerlying 2onlAg 
district aHd ifthe use ooffl):)lies with aU requiFemeRts :for such-\¼Ses-aspre-viee-1:lm 
the SAow Hill Zoning Ordinance.1 These eommerdal uses are limited te: 

(a) A home occupation as an aeees.sory use on a resideat:ial prepert;r-aoo -as 
pr-O'w'iaed for in Snw.v HiUrs Zonir1g Grdh~anee; 
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{b) A aed and hFt1a.kfoot f:'acility located in an existing residential ntrusture and 
Ylhere mea:fa are p,repar,edornv-for g~eM:; stay►A-g at the- futility; ,Hh~ 

faj-Other uses detenni-aed-by die-mtinieipali ty and approved by the Critical 
AFca Cornmissien to be similar-t-e-those listed ,aoov-e~ 

14---Exf.}atlsien .,of-eK-isting-coHmlefdal-·marinas; 

t,+)-Expansion of extsting cornmer-eiarmarinas ma;r be pefffiiHeti withifl 
Resouroe ConservatioA Areas~ pre1;ided: 

f&t--Water· -quaJit-y-·impacts· ar-e quat~tified. -ana--appro13ria~e aest manageHtert~ 
prnetfoes that address impacts are pr-mrieed; 

(h). That it wiU result in an e·,erall net improveffleflt in water-quaHty at or 
lea•,1iAg the site of the marina; 

(e) The marina meets the sanitary requiremeHts of the Maryland 
Dep-artmenl .-ef the E.f½Yirooo¼eflt+-ar¼Ei 

fa:}-~MiGf1.is·•pet:tMitt-ed--under theAor1cur1fomdng m~e pfm1isi<)ns <lf this 
chap~er. 

(2) B;titpansfoA of exif;tiftg con1merda.l marinas may be pennitted in the buffer 
ia the lntensel!f Deveteped Areas aoo bimited oe,,•elopment Areas; pro•lidee 
that-the applicant demonstt=ates: 

~rhe pr-0jeet t11eet-sa -r:e,r,e.gH1zed private-right 1EJr pubk<..~ 

fe'.}-Adverseeffectsen water quality~ !'.isl1;-fttaJ1t and wildHfe habitat ate 
mmimiz.ed ;: 

(c) Insofar as ponsiale, non water dependent structures or operations 
assoo:tated w*ttr water- dependent projet.."4B or-at.1ti\lities &Fe teeated 1)Ul-sid-e 
the bttffer~ and 

(d}· .. EKpaasion is perm.itted uader th:e-noocottfonning-usepre,..·istons of,~his 
chapter. 

'4.---Ne-w-a-umna,~~mner-cial. 

f4- Ne1n· eomrn-eroial-1nafi-nas--shaU--flet ee permiued in Resource Conservation Areas, 

(2) Ne1N eommerdal · marinas may be penniUed in Limited Development Arens 
afla bt~enseh' 9evele~ea--AHas if aUowed iA the unaeFlying mning, provided: 

(a) Nev; marinas shall esta-bfo,h a means of mi11imizing the discharge of 
bottem-wash wat-efs- lillttt-ieal--witteat 

{b) New marinas meet thet,anitary requiren~ents of the DepartmeAt of the 
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tet- Ne-.,· marinas may be peff'fl:itted in the buffer iA the Intensely Developed 
Areas-and Urnitee 9e1r~epmen~ Areas, provided that it ean be srHv.im: 

flf---The pro,j~.t meets a reeagaized prhrate right or public Aeed~ 

R}-A4verse effects on •J.·ater quality~ fishl plant and ·.vildlife habitat are 
miniffih!ed; and 

[3] Insofar at1 possielet Hoa water dependent stmeiures-or~oper-atfons 
assooiated with water dependent projecto or activities are located 
outside the l:mffer. 

~~onHnunity f}iersand not~ommerehd boat docking and storage. 

( H N ei,i.· or ex.paRded t7ffitumurity mariilas,,ar¼cl--elher- ooae-,,mmer,eia) beat do eking 
and storage faoilities may be pen=Ritted h::i tile &Htfc.rsu8je-et ro tfte'-,f.remimts 
1fi--this-ehaF1fer} prO'•'lde,l that 

(a) The:~e faeihlies ma.y not offer food, fuelt or other goods afld services fer sale 
aoo--shaU-pr-e-vide 36e{Jttate a.tlS t'lleaa Sal\t Lary fo-emdes; 

~The faeilit+es are -eon:mnlflh)' ov111ed and et.itaelished aad operated for the 
a en efit of tke Fesiaems e-fa pl-atted-and ra00oriled ,ri-parian subdiviswni 

(e) The facilities afe associ-at,ea witl1 a r,esidenHa+ d-evelo,inent ar,praved h:y 
Snow -Hill for the Critieal Area aae oonsisrent with an stat:e Fe(jt1irements 
aaa-t·her,equirer¼eflts a-f t:hhl chapter appiica\Jle to the f'ritical Area; 

(d) rnsturbaHce to th·e buffer is the miRimum necessary to prm·ide a single pei:at 
e,f aeeess-te the iaci •ities; anti 

fe;)--lf oonununity 1tiers, Hlipo~ or moorings are pro,tided as part of the Hevl 

cle11eiepmeflt ~ private piers in th.-e developn1e11t are not alfowed,· 

~R1ber-ofslips,or t>ierspermtt-ted, The fl Umber of slips or piefS p:ennitted at the 
facility shall ae the lesser ofSuooec-t-ion U{2t(a),e.r {b-)-oe:low~ 

fa) One slip for -each 50 feet af shereline -ifl--ih.e- $Uhdi,,,.·isit)fl -m-the latensely 
De\1eloped and Limited Development Areas aaEI 01te slip for eneh~JOOfeet 
of s~1ore.Une in the st¼bdh1ision in the Resouree ConserYation Area; or 

~b) A denoity of slips or pie·rs to platteti lots--er--dweUi:Rgs wi~hiB thesubei;\f"isian 
i11theC-rit,ical Area acoordiag lo the foHo'Ning schedule: 

Table 11{2-}(lt➔ Number of Slips PeFmitfed 
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Platffd Lots or Dwellings in 
the Critieol Area 

Vp tO 15 

16 to 40 

4t-t-&-I-00 

OverJ.00 

Slips 
l fur each lot 

15 or 75t,~ wh:icheveds 
greater 

~f40%-wh-iehever is 
greater 

SO,-er 25% wllieh~wer is 
greater 

f5 or l5%wk-id1ever tS 
greater 

b-----Pub-Hc beaches and publfo -water-oriented re<i:reational and-edueru:ieaal areas. 

tl+--Pttbwe heaelieS· ·(ff -otl'ter -pabiw water--ari-erued ra,,~,e.a.tioR or edttea:tion areas 
looJuaieg, ln1t 00t limiteti to, pwbHely awned heat lat:lllemng aM -ea-eking 
facilities anEl fishiRg piers~ may be pennitted in the buffer iA lnteH-Sely De:veloJ:!ed 
A-FM£, 

~'raese-faciHties may ee pen=aiUed wUhifl the b1:dfer in Limitea ~vefopmeAt Areaf, 
~seEYatiOll-Area5-;-pMYided~tbat-:-

~ettUate sanitary tooi~ities.eK:ist; 
fht-Serviee facili~ are~ -te- tae ~*t-ent pos-sib+e., k)eatoo eutside fue b~Aer=; 

(-et--Pea1ieable slirfaees ar-e used te-the-e~4.iffl~li cabl et if no degradation of 
grm.:1Hti:v1ater would result; 

(dt--Bisttirhaneet&,aamia+ vegetation i-s-nittmn:ii!!ed; ati4 

fat-Areas for J3'0S'Sthle- ra~eatioo, soo-i1 as n-atur,e -stl:idy; and hunti11g and 
trapt3iR-g; and-fer-edt+cati:an,-may be ~e1miU~he-baffer witlH,nR-esol.Woo 
Conservation Areas if service t~iciHties for these uses are ]ocatea outsiee of 
1-he-ooff-era.;-

J., Research area!'-. Water dependent research fueilitie1, ()f activities aperntecl by state, 
f-eeeralf,er leeai aget¼c-ie.q-,orooucattoaal institutions 1nay be-permitted is the bufler1 if 
Aon 'n1ater dependent stmetu,es er faeiHties assoeia~ed with these projects- ere~ to tl-1e 
exient possible, located outside ef the 01;1ffer. 

K. f'isheries aefr,itles. CommeFCiEd water aepemlent filsheries iHeh-.u:Hng~ hut naHim-ited 
lo~ struehmm for erab nhedding~ fish off loadillg doeks, sheUfiah culture operatioRs aREi 
sher-e--base4 -faei#ttes-·Het.~ar,.·· foF • ~aew-ttif-e--eperat4oHs -Ma fisheti es aoti vi ties, 
may-~nittee in. #tettuffef in lflteasely Oeveleped· Ar-eas, UmHed Deni!opmm t 
Areat, aftd Resource ConsencatiOA Areas. 

i,. Structures on piers. EKe.ept as prtwiaed in. Suhseotiofl L(I), (2), and fH ,beiow~ 
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construction of a dweUiRg unit or other AGH water-dependent-struc.tt1£e en a pier 
located on slate or private liaal weUaRds witni:A the Critiea1 Area in prohieited. 

( l) A b-uilaiag pem1it for a r,roject involvh1g the een-stn.,ctjoa-of..a-d-weUin:g- a Hit or 
other non water depet1deat struoU:ffe on a pier located on state or private 
wedaads wit-hm -the C-ritical Area may ae af)pr&veaj ~pr6'v4eed,-a-pes:mit was +swee 
e;r -~ Department of Natura I Resources en or befeFe January l , 1989. 

~A blii-Kf,ing trermit-for-a-f)f-oject,111volvi-ng the -<:onstrue-ti011 Hf-a- ,dweUing -umt er 
otf:ler noA ·Nater depeA:dent structure on -l pier localed on state or prh:1ate 
wetlands whhin-dte--C-fit4t-lfll-A~ay be af.)pro1,•ed if the following e0ndithlm1 
ex,i,st: 

~The proje,et 4s £ot1st.moteti ,e.n- ,a- pi.ef that extst«J.-as ,ef Dee ember • i , -108.S, 
that can be verified by a DepartrueHt of Natural Resourees-aerial ~kotograph 
daied.1985, aecornpaaiea l3y a map ehhe area; 

fa) - The projeec does not retft::1fre a:n e;111.pansioA of the pier greater thaA 25% of 
ihe .afea -of pieFS or ·ilry-tioek-s ,r-eemvee- -on -tAe saffie"f)f~y-; --however, 
addi.tio11al e;iq;:,afl:sian may be allowed iH the amouat of to%. of the water 
eoverage eliminated b)' rm10·,ing complete piers from the same or other 
t)f<Operties. -lfthe hori:20nt-al-surfaee• ofa pieF-te-~e--vea-i&-fttltiatae-t; eut 
13Hings identify its previous size~ then that area may t:Je used in determin.ing 
the additional ei(par-ision permiUed. The pn~ect expansion based on 'l.ater 
rev-erag-eelimifl&t.ed eaa--h&-t--easider,ed,e,nJy--4f:all noaftlnetteaa~•,e,a---the 
property are removed eKCept forth-e pF-Ojeet pi-er. -Tile total eKpaesioa 1nay 
not e~u.;eed 35% of the otigh:ia-1 si2ie of the piers and dry docks remo1ted; and 

(c) Tl=te ~eet is loealee in &11-iA~enseJy DevefopedArea, 

(3) A building peooit fort-he repair of aR e~dt1ting dweUing l¾nit or other Aon waler 
Gef)'eadent strue~ure -en a i)ier looated en state-,or...priYate wetlands-"witliin lhe 
Critica!-Area-,ma;i•-be-a~ 

t4+--ff -it --strucmre--that-~F-aependent -is ipem1ittee uf½Ger the -&XCef)t,ierHl­

iA-ek:Jded m this section, -an &fl'.P'lk.ant is-r~,oo..to•~ra!~-i-h•aHhe--pro~"'t 
wm meet the foHa~v-iu~ir-eameA~a:l objeetives 1:.mh1g the standards estabfo-nea 
herein: 

fa)-+he eonstroooon at1d operat~on,of.t~j oo~ will not ha•;e a I ong tem; 
ed¥«Se effeet on the water quaHty--ef~~t-bedy-ef-wareri 

(-at--Th.-&-quali:ty ef.stennwater ruooff fr-t)fl!r the ,rojeet-wiU be ·Hilj)£6'Ved·~ ana 
(c) -8ewer 1-it~-Otftef-atiffty lifles eideaded for the pier wm aat a.f:feel the 

water q'=iaiity ,of aejoin-ing waters;-

M. Golf cot¼fSe. A g(➔lf 001:1:~; exeh:¼ding ma.in buildings and/or stractares such as. the 
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elubhouset pFo shop, !larking Jot, etc;~·-n1ay be permitted-in-Resour,ee Conservation 
Areas, previded: 

(-l-)- Such use is permitted 1F1 the uAderlying zoning; and 

(2) De1i,'eloj3ment is iA aoeoreanee witl½ the ,e.ffic½al-guieatlCe adopted-by-the Criti,cal 
Area Cummii.wion on :\a-gust 3, 2005, 

N. E,<isting i:Aduotrial uses. 

H} · Exir,frAg i11dustrial facilities and -uses, inch:1ding. toose that direetly. suppoo 
agriet1:lt'l:lre, forestry, or aquacalture~ may be permitted iA Resouree Conservation 
Ar.ea,s . 

. f,2-)-EKfH1.t1siotH)f,e1tist4ng ind1:-1suial faeilides artd UHes ifl the Re~w\iree Cofrnervatlon 
,\rea shall be subjeet to the-ooaceafem1ffig use -prcw1,sioas ofdri-s chapter amt- tne 
gtat1dfathering f)ro·1isions in§ 72 8 aHd tfta,i'. reqHiFe gro1Nth aUocatioa. 

0. · -Nev, h1dustri al uses, 

Hl New industrial t:1:Ses shall net he permitte~ ia Reset1fee CeaserYa~iea ,\Fe-as, 

f 2} N e'lr', -eKpanded or redeveloped. indust!"ial--faeit1ties-ffH¼3/--ea~-h-e-pennitti!d fn 
LtmitedDeve~opmMt Arean and Intensely Developed .Areas ifpermiued uses in 
thetff1eerl7"ing- 2-eni-ng-d-istriet afla provided sueh · laeiHties meet an t:eqU:irements 
fur d4:rvelopfHent iH the Limited--9eve+epment Areas and -lntensely-Gewleped 
~ 

OJ N&N, e,q,a'fuied or reaevele~ed indwsmal or port relalea faernties aoo·· tne 
replarement of these-tacilitte~ may be pefffiitted ettly ia those portions of 
lnfensel~e1eped Ar-eas that have fJ-eefl- -4esignated ,as batler -- M-anagetlleffi: 
Area& 

P~ · -Non rnaritirne hea,·y industry. Non maritime hea"1r iRd\:i.Stry may ae pen:nitted if: 

(l) The site is loeatea ia an lnteasely,f}e.vew,~rea~ 

f-2-)-The aefr"rit;· of-faeility has demonstr-a-tea to, aU approprtate ~ocaJ and~-stat-e 
permitting ager1eies that there wiU-be-a- net-tt-npreveH1eH:t tn-wate-r-£tUBlit-y to,the 

adjacentbody of ~Nater. 

Q. Utility tram.mission facilities. 

(H Utility transmi ssiea f-adlities~--e-K~ept t:l½ose, aecess-ary te serv-e, f)ef-Htitred '1se£, -er 
t11here regioflal or interstate faci:lities must eross tidaJ v;a-terst may be permitted 
in the--Cfitieal~Afea~ pfe~idee: 

fat- The facHities are located in IRtensely Developed Areas; and 

~~¥ after tke--a~-t-i~ foeHity hat~ tietn1~nntfa:t:ed tf.H:ttt-ilr.,pmpfiaJe Joca.1 and 
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state permitting ageflcies thet-tlte.r-e-wiU be a net improvement in \Yater quality 
to t}:)e adjacent body of \VU~@r. 

f2.t---These provisions- do not iAc-luee power plants; 

R.-Sauitary tandfiU; r,uhble fH-1. 

~itary 1afldfiU~H.)f-f!ttbbte-4Ul-sfna-y ,net oopermiU-eti-irHlte Critioal Area unless 
~vir-enmearaUy aeceptaole alternative -exists-eutside tke Criti,J(tl-· A:rea,and 
these dtwetopment activities or fad Ii tier; are needed in oroe-r to oorr-eet an e*istiag 
wat-er-quat ity or wa-ntewa~er n, anagem~leflt:. 

(2) R:idr,ting, permitted facilities shall be subject to tlie standardt1 aHd requirements 
of the tlepartment -0fthe E:av-irenment. 

~l4d or hfr2Jardeus wastacolleotion er disposal- fac-ilit~es~ 

fi+--SoHd er ha2ar«fot:ts \Va5le eolleetien--er- · aisf)esa1 faeilitie::;:; ·· ine]uding traasfer 
statiot~s, me~ee-permttteti in tl:1e Critieal Area un!-ess-- tl() -en-v4r-erunert*&t~ 
acceptable aJtemafr¥e e*ists outside the Critical Afea, aRd these develo13ffi.'8Bt 
at-l-li-¥it:-ies or faeiJHies are needed iff oroer t-e eerrect an ~isting ,.,.:al.er quality or 
wastewater •manageflMmt tw~n. 

~K~iingpermitted-faeHities-sliaH-oosuhjee,t to th-e starMi~at1d requlremeflts of 
the DepartmeHt of the RAvironment. 

~. Sludge faeiiities. 

OJ Permanent sludge hamUingi steFage aaa aispesai facilities~ter d1an th-ose 
as,gaeiated with •.vaste'Nater treatment faoilitieo may be penniuecl in the Critical 
Area, pro'11ded: 

W-The-:facilit'.)I af activity is k}t,,1ai:ffl-ia-an-lnte-nsel-y-(}eYefopec! Area; and 

(h) Qnly at\er the activity \1F faeility has detflon.::;trated to al1 appropriate local 
ana-state pennittiag agenc-iesthat..fher~~wiU-be a~net impro1,•emetu in t.va~er 
tjtifrffty te£he-adjacent4led~· efwater. 

G!t-A,gri€ultur-ai -&r hortie-t1ltural• t1se ,of sludge under appropriate appr,)vats "i-vhen 
applied h~, aR apt3r0Yea method at appro:ved applieatieR r=ates may be peaHttteEI 
in the Critical Are.at em::ept h:i the one haAdred root buffer. 

Gro1Ntfl aHoeation acreage. Cira·>.1th alloootfon available to S:Aov,; Hill includes: 

f-H- An area equal to 5% oftke RCA acreage toea-ted '+Yithin Soow Hm aad/or~ 

fa) Grewt:h aUeeatiet:t-£tvailabie-t-o,.Snew Hm as ~ed-f,w ~ Wereester Cooa~y. 
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lh-Growth AHocati-0n FloaHng Zone District: 

(I) Purpose. The Grnwth AHoeation Floating Zone is Mt mapped but is designated 
,fer use in areas da;5sified a-s -Resource Go,rnerva:tioft Areas and/or Limited 
tlevele~meftt Ar-:ea vlithin the. Snow um Crit1oal Ar-ea -Gverlay-9tstri-et- +he 
pt:11'pone of the Floating Zone is to pennit a chaRge ia the ~aod-rftaAagement 
e!assi-freation established itl the Gritical Area Overlay District on specific sites 
so tilat they--may-be-,developed to d~e •e:rHeat perrnitted by tl1e l.inderlyh=.g 
zoning classification or the land use management dassi4ieat,iee. GaJy pre-jecfs 
whieh have been·Bf:)pft}V,e(i by the Mayor and Council for award of the Critical 
Area Grow~h AUooatien are eligibie fer ~floating Zone District. 

f.½--~gnati-en of t:1eatiag 2-0nes:. 

(a) The Gro·Nth./Yloeatiot1 Di~;triet aha.ll be a flc)a.ting Zone. 

(b) The Growth AUoeation District provides for chaRging the land maRagement 
etassilie&tfe11 ,e.f-R-eseurce Ce.as-ef\laden Areas· Md Um heti · Qe>;ekt,mertt: 
Areas in the Criti~l Area OYerlay Distriet. 

C ,Standar4s,Vv!heR loca~ie:g new Intensely Oeve~oped or l-imit~~it--Areas,­
llle feUo•.idng stoodardn shall apply: 

( l) A flB\Y Intensely De:veloped Area ~.hall only be loeated in a Limited DeYelopment 
Ar:ea· or aeJaeent to an-existing lntensely Develaped As:ea~ 

(2) A ne11,· Umiled De,·elor,ment Area shall only he located adjacent to afl e:,ds-ting 
Limited Dev'61eptnent-Ar""a ,er an ·Intensely t)e.¥ek).~.~ 

fH--New-latensely Developed-Ar-eas 5haU b-e at least 2-0 ae-r~4n-gil~ 

W-+l~-an.+t-~t"i,gaetls- to aft existing b1tennely Developed Area or located in 
a:H--bimited Dev-elopmest--Aree-;-Of 

tat-They ar-ea gfanaf-ath-eree-commere4al or indl;l!strial use, ,.,.,hieh exbted cm of 
January 2, 1990. The amouHt of growth allocation dedue-ted shaU be 
equi t.•alenl to the area of the entire par:eel or f)areels subjeet to tke growth 
a+loealien reqaest 

(4) No more thar-1 J /2 af 8new Hill's growth alloeatian may he loeatee in Resot:trce 
Conservaf:ien Areas-,except as pm¥ided•iH St:1bseetion C(9) beio,N; 

(5) A ttew UmHed 9etrelopttteat Axea er IAteru,ely Develr)ped ."\rea shall be loeated 
in a a1anner-that it ,m.ifttmi:i:es im1:1acts-to ha&ita£-pF0teetiofl areas afi, aefo~ed kereiA 
,md i.fl COM AR 27.01.09 m=id in an area aed-manner-tlffl:t -optitnir:,es. -eerlefi.ts -t-0 

·.vater quality; 

(6t A Re\r.· IRtensely De,..·eloJ,-ed. Area sh.an~ he located wllere it <tn~nitnizes 
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impa.ets to the defined land uses of the Resource CoAser.iation Area; 

flt A Ae·lt Intensely De¥eloped l\rea or a Lh-H:itee Development Area in a Resouree 
Comiervadon /\rea shaU be located al Ieast 300 feet heyond the landward. edge 
oft¼tlaJ wetlands-or tidal waterst 

(S) ~;e11i· lntense:Jy Developed Area.ii er Limited Dev:elopment Areas tha-t are to be 
ioeated iA Resouree CeHservation Areas-shaU-cenf-Offl1.-te an standards of-fhfs 
chapter fur such arean~ shal I be so designated on tke Snmv mu Critical Area Maf.'s 
a~liaAl ,constihile-att amertdmeAt to thif. ei:lapter stib:jeet to re,~ew Md 
reoon-m1:eueation by the Plaamng C,emm1ss1on, and d:ie approval -of the Mayof 
and Couaeil aAa the Critical Arca Cea1fflissioR, as pro:vided heFdB. 

(9+ lf Snow mu is unable t:e atiliz&--a-portion-£t-f-its growth allocation as set eut-in 
8\Jb~,eetioA C(I )and (2) abo•;e ·Nithin or acljacent to e:dsting fnter.me]y De'feloped 
or URH;t-ed DeveiofMnent Area&~ tlren-that-fie'ft+aA e,f th&grewth aHeeati,an whieh 
cannot be so Jocated may be loeated in the ResouFee Conservation Areas i:A 
addition to the expansion allowed iR Subsection C(4) above under program 
measur-es s~ecifwaUy appr,e.ved-h,y ,he Critical Area--Gommissituh 

n. AdditioA:al factors. lA reYiewiAg map EUHeRamcmts or refraemeAts tnrnlving the 
1;we of grov,th alloeation, Sntw,• HiH sl=rnll consider the following factors: 

0)- Consistency •t'lith Snow Hilrs adopted Compre-he:Asive Plan aRd 1Jt1hether the 
growt~1 aUooat!on -w,)u¼EJ ifflplement tile goals and objeoti ves-of'..the,ufopted f'I an. 
°Consisteney withn means tl½at,,a .,st,aaaard -0r-faetor will further, and no,t .. ~he 
eont£1ary to" the followiRg items iR tke Camprehensi11;·e Pinn: 

(t1) Policies~ 

(-0) Timiflg of the imf}lementatioR of the phn1, of ae-.,relopment, and of rezon:iag; 

(-0} De;·e~epmeftt patte£ns~ 

~aad-ases,; aoo 
{e}---Oetlsitres or intensittelr+ 

(2) For a map affi(;..'ftdment or refinement iavolv1ng a ne1n· Limited De•.ielof)ment 
Area; -whetJ1ef' t!:1e,develef)fnett¼-i&: 

faj-----~ea4'y a ptibl ie wae,t:eY.1a!er t,ystern · ar septie-systern that wses tl:ie 
oest-availae le nitregee retMoval teehno~egy; 

tb}-A eetnplet4on .ofa»-eKistiag sW:ldi 'l'isi en; 

(o) AA expat1sieA ef an- existing bw,iness~ or 

fd) To he clus,tered, 
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fl) For a map amendment or refiAement in-vewing-EMtew--ltrteasel:y· Dewloped Area~ 
whet.her die00¥t.+k~~ 

w-To he served by a publie •;.r,rn.te·Nt1ter 1')'!,tem; 

(b) If greater than 20 acre~,, to be locates in: a designated Priority Funding-Ar-ea~ 
Me 

tc) Ta han:~ a demonstrable-eoonomic henefit 

(4)•- ~ The use of e:idsting pubhc infrastruc-turerwher~~k.1aJ; 

~--Consistency witl-1stata and regional em>'ironmen la-I JJrnteelfon pol i ei et1 eon ceml ng 
the pmteotioR of tlueaten-ed and endangered ~•ies aHd species in need of 
oomrervatten that may be located on site or offsite; 

(6) lmpaets oft a priority preservation area; 

(7) ERviFORmental impacts associated with wastewater aRd stormwater maAagement 
p,r,act.i-0,es- and wootewatef anti stonnwater disehargeu to tidal waters~ tidal 
:y,·etlaRaS, Qff6 triautary str~a.RlS~ and 

f81-EnviFOoo~½tai, imr,at1'ls 4~ialed with loeeliofl. itt a eaastal l:\a:iafd area or an 
increased risk of se.vere fleeaing auributa-ble-,-tothe,-proposee ooveloptllffit. 

§-+2-8.-Grandfathffing., 

A:--(_;ent4nuatioo ,of-existing ·llses. 

{B-Tbe.eentin.-uation,but not necem,arHy the i:Atennification or expaflsinA; ef any use 
in exis~eRee ea January 2, 1990~ may be--pennitted, unless the--,use--ha:s been 
abandoned fur more thaR eae :,.·ear-01 is-etherwiset·estt·l-Oted·ey--existing munk:ipal 
~~ 

(2) If aAY e:dsting use doe:; not. eor,Jefffl w·ith the provisiem, of this ehapter,:it,s 
iHtensU:icat-ion ,,or e*J}QAsion ·· may be pennitted only in aee<miance 'Nith the 
varia-t1:ee-pr,oeedMres in -§ 72-9; 

8-:--Residenti&l deAsit;Y on grandfathered lots. Except as uthenvise prw.·ided, the follotving 
types ofla.Ad are permitted to be eeveleped w4thastng:le-fwni+y:4weUii1g~ ifadweUing 
is not already 19laeed there, RotwithstaRdiRg that eHeA ae•*tele~m:ent-·may····be 
i-ae-011sistem with.-,~e-4ensity provisions of this el:tapter. 

(l) A legal paFOe~ efland} not being part of a reoorded ef approved st:1eei,.iisioe, that 
was, f&Coffi.eG a& ef 9«.~raber I} 198 5; 

(2) tam.Hhat receh1ed a btiildiflg permit subsequent to December i ~ 1985) but prier 
to.J-~--2-~--V)9G; 
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~-Lmtt.4 that was subdivided lnto- ree-eriiedt 1-egaUy--buitdaele lets, where the 
subclh·ision reeoi:r.ed fiAed approval betweea June l ~ 1984;- aAcl Oecember ~ ~ 

1985~ or 

{a} Lana that wa:s subdivided iRto recorded, legally buil-aa-ele tets,-where the 
:,uhdJ,.,jsfoe received the final approval after December 1, 1985, and 
J:)ravieee that ,either develepm:eRt e-faAy sooh laftd t..--a1tfo,m1s lo the In!tmm:?l y 
Developed J',Fea" Limited Developffl:eat~rea-or &eseuree ConserYation 
Area reqairement!.1 in this chapter or the area of the land has been eowsted 
against ·thegrowthaU0t-"'!.Qtion permitted·tnifler-tllis•~ 

~-Consist-eney~ Nothing in t:his seetion may be inletpreted as altering any requiremeAts 
of this chaptett-e±at-ed--te--water-dependem-mc-Htties--or*h:ebitat proteetion-areas~ 

§ 12 9. Variaeees .. 

A A.ppliea-bility. In the event thatt owing to speei.al features ef a si~e e, o#lef 

circumstafl.eet;, implemeAtadon of this ehapter or a literal enforeement of ~roYisions 
~his, ,eh-apter woold -r,esmt in· tiflW4'Hr•aeted hamship, t& as-· il,f)H•eant~ a· Cri ti ea~ 
Area variance may be obtained. 

(H In eonsideriag a11:-awl+eatieit-for a variaAee, Snow Hiit shaU flf&su1tH:.~ ·thaHhe 
specific deyelopmerit activity in the Critieal i\reaJ that is subjeet te the 
a~ffi4eatieA ane · for · whf-Ol+ a · ¥Qriant..--e is re£t¼iir-ed. · ~oes not eoA form ,,., i th the 
general puFpose and inteRt ef }l~ahtral ResouFoeas Artiele, Title .,,g,i -St1bt+t!e 1-&, 
COMAR Title 27, aA:d the r-equiremer-it~l of this ehapter, 

(2) Unwarranted hardship means that 1Nithoat a variance, Md by 'f'irtue. of the 
~-katwnofthe ,ro;i:isioas-Of-H»s-Critical Ar,ea-Gri.iiaaooe~an··appiteant •Not1ld 
be denied rea:smla~fo atu:I signifieaRt use 0fd1e eat1re pareel or-let-f,orwhkJH.}-le 
variance is requested, 

R~---- 8taF1dards. The eirettmstaaees aRa criierfa to be eonsidereEI fef granting 5ue~1 a 
wuiat1ee shall inelude the foHowing: 

( i) Special Ct)fl:ditiom, or cireumstances exist that are peealiar to the taae or struettir-e 
in1r~voo sHch thai a e;crict and li~eral eaf(lfCefnent of rmwisians and requirements 
of diis-el1apter would-resuJt-in--unwarratlred nar-0ship; 

(2) /1-., literal interpretation of the pro't'isions of this chapter 'Nill depriYe the applicant 
ofthe une eft:he lar-10 or a straeture thereon whiel-1 use is pennitted ar; to others in 
aooerdasee witk the pr-6Vtsion.s-ef thi& (11-ti~al. Afea oremanee} 

~The granting afa 'w1ari8:tlee wm t1ot eon-te, t:1peA an Q:ftfJ')ieat1t a.Ry special pri¥ilege 
1hat wo:u la -be denied ,by this Criti-eal-Ar~e4aanee,tt)--ethe1· · lan8$-ef.,~an..1eh.itefi 
'NithiR tin~ Cr-Weal Ar-ea~ 
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(-4}-::t;:he...;vm·iem£e request➔~sed upeu eonditions.-t)f' e•ir-fH.unstaaees which -are 
the re:mit of condu.ct:; act,; or offlim,ions of the applieaflt, inc1udiAg but not limited 
to-the-t.)()ffli'ltene~Hetlt -(tf developm eflt aeti vi ty before an appt ieation for a 
varianc-e-has-h-ocn filed~ nor eoes-dt,e.-request arise from any condition rel-at·ing to 
1-af¼d or building useT either pem1itted or AOAeeA:fonning on an:)· aeighbori-Hg 
property; and 

(:5) The granting of a variance eshall flOt adversely affect ,.,,·ater quality er adversely 
anpa-t..~ fish. wi-ldl4-feor f)lan.t habitat within the Critical /\.rea and the granting of 
the :;Farianee win be in ham10Ry v,-ith the-general spirit and intent of the State 
CritieaJ AreaLa.vl Md this ehapter, 

C Prncess. l'4,plieations for a variance v,i.lt ae made in--writing,tothe Town-of Snow mu 
&ard-ef:Af)peal$-wi0-r a eopy pr{):vi<:led-t-o ~lie Critical i\rea Commission. 8flOVl Hill 
and the Boaro of A~peals shaU follow the· Town'-s est11bHSt1ed -J,roeedi.-H'es tor 
ad¥ertising and notitfoa-tion (1fa.ffected. fondo,rners. 

HJ After heariHg an ap~lieatjon for a Critieal Area Ordi+1aace ¥ariaace~ t-he&earil-e.f 
i\ppeafo shall make 1Nritten findif1gs of fact and eonelw;itms reflecting analysis 
e-feach applfoa~t-al½Effir4-

~fd1e- ¥fil1:aaee r,equest ·4,s base-d-0n-ocm44t1on£;H;w-eireurfu,tanees tll ttl 8:fe the resui l 
of conduct~ acts, or omissions ofttle af)plicaat~ Snow llttt-s-ll-aYs£-0asioef4hat-foot; 

fH The a13plicant has the btirdeA of f)Feof aae the-b\u~den efpeffil¼asioA toever-€0Jlle 
the J,rosumption of mmeonformanoe establfrmed in Subsection A ab('l','e. 

(4~ Snow HiU shaU AOtify the Critical Area. Commission ofits .ftttd~t1gs-£Hffi-deeisien 
t& graat ·,or den.)''. the. varii.11twe r-et:tliffi~in ae eoraa.flee w1 th S ooseetiefl G h elo¥i. 

D. Findings_ Based on ct~mpetent ctru1 substanlia\ evidence,, the Board of A. .. ppeals shaH 
a1ake-writt-en nndiags as, to whether the appH~4lnt AQs overeome the presum~lteA ef 
aoRceafermanee as estaaHshed iH Suhseetiea A aoov-e;-w1ti-~~f Gf:lPtic-able- Soosection 
ll abo1.,ie. V.titl=I due regard for the pen~on1s teclmieal competenee, aA:d speeiali:.!ed 
knowledge,ttW-W'ritt-en-t'indmgs-may be based on el1ldeRce introduced and tet,timony 
prasented-,br:-

H+--111EH3:f;lf)l-want~ 

fa)--Stk)W HiU-0r asy -other government a~'; or 

(3) An)' otl=ter fJersot1 seemed appraf)riate by the To~Nn of Snm•,i Hill. 

K A.,ppeals. /\,ppeals from deeisicms concerning the grantiRg ordeaial ofa ~·ariaooe NR<iler 
these regw.la#ans--shalt-be tak-e&in aet.~wd:anee 'Nith aU applieable 1a1t\'S tmd proeedure~l 
of SHew H-i.U fer ¥-arianees-. Varian-ee deeisions--by-the Boaro of Appeafo ma;r he 
a13J:)ealea to t;he CiFeult Cm:1ft in ac:eoFdaeee ·+vit!Hhe-4-0WA Code, ~1-ary!and Rw-es,&f 
Procedure~ and other applicable law, Appeals may be taken by aRy persoR~ firm; 
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corporati-on-er-gov-ermnental agency aggrie-ved ,ot-advef'SeJy afteoted-by -any~det,~ 
made u11der thil, chapter. 

Fi...:-· Conditim=w and mitigation. The Board of Af:1-peals shall impose eomiitieHs oA the-use or 
dc,1eiopme1:1t of a propert,y v1hich is-gnmted a va1i,ance as it-may-fmd Feasonae-le to 
ensure that the -s~iril and-intent oftais cl1apter is ma1ntained, i-nelt.uiir1g, but -not litnit,ed 
to, tl1e.f0Uowit1g-: 

(I) Adverse impacts resulting from the grarmng-0f-tl¼&-varianee shaU-oo-mitigated as 
~aed ay the appropriate !ocaJ bod)' or approving authority. but not less 
tban by pfantingorithtH1ite per nqwar-e foot ef the , 1ananee granted a-t no lesn than 
a three to m~e- basis. 

(lJ ~*e¼' er eKpan-Eied s-truct,ures or lot ooy,erage sl1aU be k,eat,ed tlie greatest posStble 
distance from mear-a high ·1w·ater, the landward edg.e of tidal "Netlanas, Uibu~ary 
streams-; nontidal-weHands, or steep slop~~. 

(L Crhieal Area Gemmissiofl Aotifieation. Within l 0 y.orking day:J after a ·1t·riuen 
deei-sioo regar-ding a -vaf~eapp,Ueali-efHs issuedt a eof.>y t➔~tlte-Oa.~on wm be sent 
to the Critical ,i\:rea. Cm:nmissioR. SfW\l/ JUU may.aot issue a peR:ait for tfie aeti1v4ty 
t:kat-wastlK!' sw,je<.,4-ofthe application Ufltil the apr,lieable thirty day af)peal f)eriod hao 
elapsed; 

§ 72 10. l..;et ee:aselid.atien ftftd reeonfiguretien. 

A. Applicability. The pro•;isieas ef d:ii-s---soot~ee app~y te a ooaoolidatioo Hr a 
reeoAfiguralioA Elf any noneonfonning legal graRdfuthered pa:ree) or lot. These 
pr-ovis~ly-totk.erecenfigt1ratlen-,er--eeaselitla~ieft efpart."'els e-r ~ots which 
are eoAfumling or meet all Criti€al-Area f€t}Utfements. NeaceafeRniRg pariZelsor- -lots 
h1elltaes: 

(l) Tho!1e for whleh a Critical Area YiUiaAee ir, sought or kau been issued; ood 

(2) Thom:1' located in the Resource Cm,sep.cat:iee Area ami are less than 20 aeres :in-ffize, 

B. PRleedure. An al:)plieant seeldRg a f:)'&r,eel-or let-eonse.l-idatfon er recoaftgaratkm shall 
provide the infofffla.tion required in COMAR 27.(H .02,08B to Snow mn. 
O) Th:e To'NA of S!Aow Hitt may net ,appfove a propoSOO·Jll:H-'Eel--&r~l&t oonooHdatten 

or feeonfiguratioA ·Nithout ma-king writteA findirtgs in accordance v1ith COMAR 
2-'7JH ;02.0SF. 

(2) The Town of 8Aow Hill shall issue a final writteR decision or ofder graHtiag er 
deA:ying- an app,lieatioR- for a e<;1t1:solidation or reconfiguratiot1. After a. final 
written dedsiea or -fn~tteF •is-ism.te6~ SatlYr1 Mi-U shall sentl- a ·-Oepy e.f 41:le deeisiefl 
or order and a copy of aRy appro:,,ed de,.1eler)ment piaR within -l 0 business days 
&)'' United Slates mail to the Critical Are.1~ Commission's busiAess addre:ls. 
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§72-H. Amendmenlt. 

A:-:--Amendmt!-nts. The Mayor and Council ,if:Snov, HiU may from time to time arnefld.-H1e 
f}rovisions.t)fthis-C'--ritieal Area Ofd1naRee. Changes may includt\ liut are Hot limitee 
to, arneruimeR~s, re¥4siefts; arui-n1od,ifi:eatt:ons-·t-e, these Critieal-A:rea regtdafoms, 
Criueal l\.rea. Mapst implementation procedurest and loca~ policies that-affect ,Snow 
HtH's C-ritica~ Area. AHsucll amendments, revii~ions1 and modifieatieA:s shaU also ee 
approved ~y the'=.~ritieal A,r,ea(-0mr.nissionasestaMishoo in§ 8 ,,l809 ofthe Natl:lraJ 
Reaoureefi Article of the Annotated Code of Maryla1ut No st1ch-amenement -sflaU ·&e 
implemented without approval of the Critieal Are,, CommLssioR. 8tandar4s--ru:MI 
preeedur-es for Cri~ieal Area C0ttm11ss!on--aptM',oval,e-j:pr-0posed amendments are a.i:; set 
forth in the Critical Area Law 
§ 8 18Q9(i) ftft6 (8), feSJ'0ct,iYeiy~ 

ll Zoning Maf) ameooments,. EKeept foHlr-mnaneeamendmentsor,:wdinance fefirtemeRts 
de•.•ek1ped duriAg a six year eomprehensiye review, a Zonifig Map atnendmeHt may 
enly be graat-ee &y-the Mayor a.tld Col:lacil -ef Snow Hill ttpfm proof of a mistake iH 
the eKisting 2-0aiag. Thi,s r&.Juireme:tlt ,do-es oot appty 1:0 proposed changes ~e a Zoning 
Map that meet the fol lowiRg eriteri a: 

(l} Are wholly eoRsist-ent-•with the-lattd-classi:fieatieM a-s- showfr-O'A the adopled 
Cridt.~ Ji\rea O•.·ertay Map; or 

(2) The \:iseofgro1Nth allt)oation in accordance ·Nith the growth aJlocatioa provisions 
ef.thi-s-dlapt« i,s ,roposee.-

G;•~ -Prooess. 

fl-t-Whea-•an- ameAd.ment ii; reijeteste<:I, lfle appliea:At shaH ~:ubmit the aR1enclmeRt to 
the.P:laaRing Gommission for review -an.-a·r-eeominendatioft--Upoa cempleting 
findings of fact,. these deeuments shall be fap.va'feoe to the Mayer an-d·C-+1UAe# 
(+f Snow Hill. 

E2) The Mayor a,ui Cm:1:Rcil of 8110w Hin skaU hold a 13ubHc beating at whidt paft4es 
of im,erest-and~<:!1H1:em, fihaU ha"w1e an opportunity to he heard. /\t least 14 days' 
nottoe ,oft!te t,ime and pla~ e-f SUt..il heariflg s~la.ll b-e-publl shed in a newspaper of 
general eiret1lati0R in. Sao;.•, um. 

(J,} After the-Mayor aad ,('-OU•ooit approves, an -anienement, it shall ·· K.tf\vard it!, 
deeisiofl and appHeable resolutions al01=tg with tfle amen:dment r,e-quest to- the 
Crit4ea:l Area Gammis.Gion for final appmval. 

§ 12-12-. Enferfflnent. 

A-:---C,;1Asistet1c)1• The Critical Area provisioas of thin chapter,. in aocordaRee with-the 
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Critical Area Act und Criteia--s\:.i~r-sooe- m=t;r tnoom~i.stent ia•N~ chapter ()F plan of the 
Town-efSoow lii-U. ln-tne-,ea,se-ef'.'.oonff-icttt1g provisionS:, thestricte-r pro-visions shaU 

~ 

E+t,--N-o pe££i0n--saall ,·ietate aay provision af-.-this chapter. Each vi,olat-ion t-hat 
occurs and each calendar day that a violatioA cor=ttirmes shall be a separate 
()ftense. 

(2-) Eaoh per~,on who violates a provi8ion of this ehaf.)ter sha~n be subject to separate 
adfft4fli$trativ,e eiv4i ~1altie-£~ abatement aad restoratfon erders, a-Ad mitigfH:i.on 
fer eaek effease. 

f-ij--Noaeamplianee with any pem1:it ,or order issued-by~Snow-H-i~tee-to-the 
'-~ritieal Area shaH be a Yiolation of this ooapter aad shaU ae sulajeci to 
enfureement a~, )'fOVidea hereift-: 

C. Resporn;ibJe persono, Tke follovli-ag persons may eacl:l be held jointly or severally 
resf)Onsibilef;or a· 1;i•fo,la.tk,1:1: 

( I ) Pef£,8f\$WOO apply fe.r -0-r obtaia any pemltt 1.¼f-~ 

(2) G<mtrue~(lft, aettag~•onbehalfof,or pttrs-r1anHo a eenuaetual or ether bl¼S~11esn 
relatioashff ·wtth-p.ref)'8rt;t~s; 

f-4----t_~--t.lAfr.aeter& oot,ing ea e-ehatfofor puFStHlnHo.a~~thef-bus4nes-s 
relationship with p1,,perty owners or their oontraetors; 

(4) Property owners~ 

~}---OwRers~ m:aru:1gi11g agen~s, geRer:al pafttlers, a."ld-princ4~s-of ,pr,opert,y 
owners wki.ek are fmrtnerships~ earporatioRs~ limited liability eempanies or 
other business eathies; er 

{6}· -Any 13ersea who has eoi:t.1mitted} assisted~ or participated -in~atien; 

9-:----ReEfUired tmfor-eernenl-ad4oa.4-n-t~ase-of violatfo115ofthis-ehap-ter, -Snow H4U sh:aU 
talce enfereement aetioR including: 

t+:t--Assess4ng aemm1str·at4v-e £ivil penal-ties as pr-&V¼ded hel-ow and rut flecessary to 
eo•jer the ernJW mrnoeia-ted ~vith perfonniflg inspections, supendsing or rendering 
assista-Aoe-with-identifying 11.nd-,ei.tiag tl:le ,,,folation~ ii~suiAg abatement and 
r,es.t-0-nH¼oo-0:rJers~ -ane :Fevi&wing miti~ ,plans &Rd ensQring.,oon~,i~-witli 
these j:'laas; 

f2-)-lssumg aeatemeR-t~ restoratien) aae 1Hit1gatloa orders as net."eSsary-te--:-
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f01-Restor~oo-stabiH ze the -site:, as appr,opriatef, to its -cond!-tion prior to, -the 
violation or to a conditioA that prevides the same water quality f¼nd habitat 
benefits; and 

(J) Requiring the implementuitioFI of mitigution mcasHres, in additioR to restoration 
at.1.ivilies, -to ,offset die environmet1ta~ · damage atul degraaatlon or lot~s of 
enYiFmutteotal beeefit-fesuking fr-0n1 the. vie~atiort 

th---R¼ght to enter -pr'Operty. Ex-oept -as ed,erw1~;e prohibi!ed and fo a-ceefd.aaee · wieh the 
pwcedur:es specified herein, the Ma'.!,·er aad Ceuooil ofSoow Hill or it:s desigMe may 
obtain aeeess to and eAter l:lp(m a property in order to inYestigate" identify or 11erify a 
susr,eeted vio!a~4on, festrain-a,aev-eleprnenl aetlvity~ or it,sue-,a--0itatit:tn if Snow Hill 
has probaele eaU:Se to belie,·e that a , 1ielationefth_iscchaptef has oeeuffee~ i-s ooourring, 
or •;.-i1t oee1:1r. Snovi Hill e.ma11 make a rea:soAa-ble effort to eontaet a preperty 01Naer 
befu.re-oh-taining..a:et1ess- 4oer-,enteriflg the pmperty. If ettlry is deAiee, 8t1ow Htn may 
seek an iajunetioA to eHter the ~faperty-to-purSOO:an-ceafe.r-canent,1etion.: 

t,·; Ai:hai:A:istrative ei:,•il penaJties. -IA- -Gfklit4on t,o ,an,y ether peaal-ty ap~li-eable ooa:er 5tat,e 
er Snow Hm lav,~ et_.iery violatiot1 ofa provis~oA of Natural Resot¼fees Artidet Title 8, 
Slibtttl-e lS~ oodlor tms-Critit.'3:l Ar,ea-Q.f<4iAarwe shaH be ptmishable b)· a eivH penalty 
ef Ufl to $10,000 per eaiendar day tha-t a viotatien-•cemitt~ 

( H Before imposing .any eh'il--penalt;r~ the persen(,s) hel+eved--te--ha¥e ivrolated th:is 
chapter shaH receive writteA notice of the alleged violafion(s) ineluding whieh, 
i,fan~•\ -are ooa*inuing '\-'¼e+atfott~ 0pponunity•-·t&·be--hearf!:-.:f-he'"fl-atiee of 
Yio~Miet:i(s) shall specify-tl"r&da,e-, time, -an.-d· ,leeooon ,e.f lhe-:heariag-affeffled lo 
the i,erson(s) charged Vlith Ei vioiatioH. The amount of the eh·il penalty for t¾1eh 

Yieiatien-, 4nc-l¼¼E1i-ng ~-~lfftinuing vio1atfon, r.kaU ~nmea sepa-raJcly. 
For ea.ch eon.tinttieg violation-, thf:aH½etlm-0.ft-he--eivtl peaalty5itall hedetennine-a 
per da.y. In detenniniAg the amount ofthe eh:ilpeAalty, SnM~,. Hill shaUeonsider: 

(a) The gravity of the violation; 

(ll) The presence ur abseflee of good faith of the violator; 

(c} · Any v1illfulness or negligence itwelveEI -ia the ,,iolatioa iReludiag a history 
of prior violations; 

~d} The eAsi ro nmeRtal i mpaewf.fhe-v-ie-lati~ 

(et · Tke east of rest-Oration of t~te · Fesour-ee, affected · ·lly· · -the viol-atiot:¼ and 
mitigatian for damage to that Fesoureet ieeh!t4iRg tke cost te Snow HiU for 
perfoffiliflg, super\'iaing, or rendering assistance to the restoratiofl &r-1d 
mit-tg&tffi.fh 

(2) Administrative civH penalties for eoAtima:iA:g ·,iolations shall aecrne for eaeh 
,.folation, every day each violation eontinue:,, with flO requiremeau, for additional 

27 



aS:sessments, notice; of-liearings tor eaeh separate eft'ense. The total· amount 
~&le--for~-e-0ntifn.ting-v1oiaH:011s-s,haU-btHIMHHnowlt-a~ per day fo.r .ea,e}1 

·1iolMio11 muhiphed by the AUHJ.ber of days that eaeh violatioa has-eontinued. 

(J,)- -The persoA responsible for any continuing Yiolation shal I promptly pm¥Kl-e-Soow 
Hm wilh wriUen notiee of the dme(s) the vie!adon l:ms been or will be brought 
1:m-0-rompliafloo.and the-1iate(s:), f,er-.Snow HiWs-im;~timi to- Yer+fy eotnplfofH..~ 
Administrath'e eivH pemtlties for eontinu1ag vielations eom4fmet-o-ooeFue-asset 
forth herein Ufltil St1ov1 Hill reeehte:, t_mch ·1t·rilten notiee and ,·erifies eomplianee 
l>y-insp-eeti<ul or (~ lheP,\' i se. 

(4) / 1·,sses.smeAt and payment of adminfatrati•;e d)t'il peflahiett shall be in addition to 
and not iA substiiutien4er-r~el)' by 8ne-·N Hill of a.U damages, eosts, and other 
expenses: caused by the Yiolation. 

(S) Payment of an admiaistrative civil penalties nssessed snaU -be -a- -oondition 
precedent to the issuance of any pefmh er o~er a-ppro\Ja) required by this chapter. 

G. Cumulative remedies. The ren-ledien available to Snow Hm under thi.s ehapter afe 
oonu1lat1,ve -atMI -aet ~lernative-0r ,exe;lusive, -and tl1e, aee-isioo ,te. p,\.irnue e ne remedy 
aoes not pFeelude pursuit efotkefs. 

l:t-lajuneti:ve- r-eU-el Snow Hi!l- i~· ai:¼therized to insti-rute 4-n}iltwtive ,or ~~ 
a:etiotrn or y,roceediAgf, to bring aboat the discontinuance of any 1rielatioA of tkis 
ohapter,.~an-oontt:Ristra-tiYe eFder, a ~ermit,&,oec--is¼0ttr·or.-t:lther imr,osea condition, 

(l) +he r.endeAey efan ap,peal kJ the Boafd o,f A.ppea.ls or mdJSefft:1ent judicial reviev., 
sl¼&l-1- •net -prevent. Snew- H4!1 fffnn. see.king--➔-njunetiv-e-- r'81ief -t-0--- emer-ee--an 
adtnir1it1h=&ti·+<e offlerl permit, decisions, or other imposed condifiea, er to Festratfl 
a ;vi,e,latien f3 ending the o 1:1:k10K1e ofthec~I--Or➔ttdteia4 re~ti ew. 

I. Variances pursuant to a Yiolation. 8nov.,- Hill may accept an a-pplieatioA: fora 1ci'ariance 
reg-arding a parcel or I~ iliat -is subject to a •€-urrent viol-atten -ef tt1is-.~ 
f)FO\'isions ef aR eFGCf,, pennit;-ptan,or this oha13te1· iR aeeoralanee with: the .y.ariat½e-e 
provisions of this chapter. Ho,1,1ever, the applieatioa tJhaH aot be rtwiewed, Hor skalI a 
finai 4*i•sion-be-nia:de t::tflti I al~· ab aterrioot..,r,estefa-tioe:, ~ml ,tt'litigatiefl meas.ur~s have 
been iH1p!em·ented and iflspeeted by·the Town•efSt-1-0w Hm. 

l:---Pen:nits purst1aat to a · vie¼atitm·. St-k;J,-ln' H-iU may not issue any· petffli t~ approval, 
variance,, or speeial eJH.iepHen, unless the person seeking the penn.it has: 

(-H--f"\tUy-paHkH adtniflistrati-vet cw.I, -er-erimit1al-penalti-es as-setfef1h tft Sulls-et.~oo+ 
aae.ve; 

(2) PrepaFed a restoration or mitigatttlfl f'lan, a-ppfe,·ea by Snow Hill, to abate 
irnpaets kl wru:er qaalit-~ -er-narurat-resoor,ees-as a r,es,ult-Ofth-e ¥ialatfon; 

(3} Perfunned the abatement meanures. in the npproved plan in ace()rdttAce v.,ith the 
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Snow HiH reguhttiom;; and 

(4, Uniem; an extensiofl of time is approv:ed ey Saow HiU heeause of ad'+'erse 
plaAt-ing ll\)fH:litfotHri withia 9G ~ays of ~he h;.!mance of a pennit, appn:wal~ 
,,ariaaee, or speoial e*aeption for the affected-property~ any ad-dWoeal n1i-tigatiot1 
reEtuired ,!s a condition of approval for the f:H.mnit,:-aM3r-0-val,- vari1u1:ee~,er-special 
e*eeptien ska.U ae completed. 

K. A~l'eals. An appeai to the Board of Appeals may be fi ~ed hy att5" persem aggf~4eved a~ 
a:ny on.ier~ requirement; deoisioa or delerm.ination by 8t1ow Hill in eonneetion with 
the admi11istrat-ion-and- enforcement oftbis ,chapter';' 

( 1) An appeal fo taiceA t3Y filing a 1n1ritte:t:1 nolice of appeal with the Boar=d of Appeals 
itt -acoor<iaece--with-the .. proyfsiens ,la the Snow,.1--ij~,l-&.~niRg -Ofd~----aJte 
acoomp.anied by the appropriate filing fee. 

(2) Ar-1 ap13eal must be filed w·ithiA 30 says a:fter the <.late of.Hre deeision-or-oreer 
aei flg ftflpeal ee; atie 

(3) An appeal stays all eclieHa ey Snow Hm seeking enforcement or oomplianee 
with the ereer er tiect-stoAs being ,appealetJ,~ unless 8 now Hill eeni fiei:; ia wr-iUftg 
to the Board of Appeals that beeause offaets sta~ed ifHraid-certi-fl:€at-ion-such-stay 
win eause imminent peril to me or property. In such a case, ati:ioR by Sno·.--,, HHI 
shall- not he ste,y,ed- eKeept ~ er,aer -t:Jf the- Boaro of :\pf'eah1 or a eoun l¼pen 
af1J:Jliea-tioA of the party seeking the stay. 

A. AppHeability and delif-leation. 1ls to a.n~1 aeYefopmeat aefrrity af a e-.l1ange ia laHe use 
Gw---pr~ith,n--the,-pt.trvie-w-o,f:.4-hi,s Critiea~ Area Ordh1anoe, a minimum cme 
ln-1HG.fed feet aH!Ier as eeseribetl and defined her-ei-n shall apply. Hie 1mninn1m ,one­
hmtdret! foot buffer sl=u¼H be accurately deHReak?a in the.fiele-and·act)\.H~atel3/ shown 
on all ap,plieatioAs as follo'11s: 

( t) The minimum one fHiflElrea f<)o~ euffer is delineated landward from,: 

fa} The mean high water HAe of tidal •.vater, 

{oj The eclge of each lnu=.k of a trieN~ary siream;-and 

fet-+he-tiplcmd-booadary-ef-a-tidal wetlane. 

~The ~for shall be expaftded beyood--the mini mwm Ofl e lnu,dred foot buffer as 
~eseribed ie 8t1aseetion. A( I) aaer;e ana--the- .mt.m·mt.un tWO-flUf¼Bfed-f-O.o4 ootfer 
an described in Sabseetion A(J) helw1ir, to ino[ude tlie feH0·1liRg e0Rt1guess lane 
featares; 
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W-A steei~ s:k.pe at-a-rate of fbur feet for every 1 % of z;lope or the entire steep 
slope to the top of.the ,siop.e~ whiehe.ver is-gfOOt«~i 

(b} .I\ noRtidal-wetland to the upland boundary of the mn=itidal wetland; 

(et--The o.ne---htmdred foot buffer that iG assoeiated with a nontidal wetlaad 
of speeial st-at,e-,ceneerr1: ,as staied-itt-GOMAR 2e.23 .06,0 I; 

(-d) fi'or. an ar-ea of h;idfie soi!~}or hi~iy erodible s-eiJ~;> the leaser of: 

f+J--+hefandward edge~of the i:l~edrie or high]y erodible soik.; or 

~Thr-eehwlt'.:lred"feet v,hete the expansion area indudes tl=1e minimum 
oAe hu11dred fuot-buffer. 

CH /k~pHoatioRs for a subdivis¼efl,orfer a-deve1-opn1enl ael:ivity en fond kleated within 
die Reseuree-Conser,atiof'llArea re~uiriAg s•te f)lan-ap:19rova~..afta-·Juiy l, '200&, 5-ha# 
ifltrude: 

W-An,exp,aruied b1:1ff.er ln accordance v1ith Subsection A(2) abo·,e~ or 

~A--eufren),fat least 200 feet from a tidal waterway or tidal wetlands; and a 
bsff.er ofat.teast 100 feet fr~m a trib\-l:tary Hlreafft,whichel'ier is greater. 

(4~.:J:h~o¥isiens-&fs.ubseetion /t(3) aeove do not apply if: 

~The aw,lie.mioo fer subdiviafon or site plan appn:wal was rfnJbmitted before 
Juty l, 2008, and legaUy -Feeer-dea {subdivis-lOl1$:) or ree-ei,-,~~aflf)FEP.,·a.:J (s~te 
plans) by July 1 t 2010~ 

(h) The appliea-tim:i iH'lt'olves the,useof gr:owth a1~eeatien. 

R Pem1 i tted aettviti es .. lf a1313ro1r00 b;r·· Snow Hill; dishJr{>ar¾.---e-to the. {M,ill~ 
(·er the foHowing activities, pro-...·ided miti:gmioe is 13erformed in aeeoreane-e--witt·Hm 
aPJMeved-buff.er B'HH'lage1~eAtplM as fe:t-J.Uired per Subsection f of lhis section: 

(1) A ne>11 development or redeveiopment adivit;· aS:Sodatea with a Yt'Mer 
aepeneent faeility--er-~ooated tf! aR-approved Butler MaaagemeAt Area; 

f2:}--A 600fe,eresieft €&fi:t•r,e.l ~ti vity eeAstructed in uecordan ce with COMAR 
26.24.02t COMAR 27-.GI M;artd l:ru5~-hapter; 

~A deveiotJment-0,r r-ede¥elopment activity af)f)ro~.-ed iA accordance ·.vith the 
variance proYisions of this,ehapt«; 

(4,-A-flew-dew!epm:tmt,eri'~elopffieflt aetivity (JO a fol or pa.reel that was created 
before Jan\:lary l, 2010, ween~: 

tat llte buff.eris.ex.,paiKle4 ft1fhtgh~y efodible saH en a !•lepe lfffls than J 5% or 
is expa:Flded fbr a hydrie soH-ano,the,e:Kt)aneeabu-ffer,e.eeu~,at leas* 
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75'hi of the lot or--paw~~ 

(b), +'he E.le,celaffflient ~ reaev~optnent is ioeatecl. h=t the ffltpatuied porti(m of 
the bttffer and not withia tire one-!nindred-f-oot buffer;-ana 

(e) Mttigatiea oceurs at-a 2: l -ratio based-en-tl~~¥er-at;e onhe pfoposed 
development aetiYity that is in the e,EJnlf~ffi-; 

(5) A new or replacement ~;eptie system OR a let cr~at1ua-ry :1-, +-900~ wl1er'8; 

(at The Wore ester C' ount}'' I lealfh-I}epanmeet has detemt+nee-the butler is--the 
only availabl+>locatien··for the septic system; and 

(h) Mitigation is provided at a l: l ratio for--ar-ea-e-fc-anopy--dear'6d-ofany 
ffl-r.ast oreeveloped woodland. 

G.----Buftet-••-es~Mishment ifl \iegetaliefl. An applieant for a de¥elo13ment aeiivtt¥; 
ree&Y-eio13me:nt activit:y er a €hange•in--lana use that ooetirs ou1side f:ke ln.-dler; but ·is 
Joealed on a riparian lot or l)aree~ that includes the-mtt1i-mum-eae-luHKketi-footlH:1t~1 

shall e$tabHsh the tndler ln vegetation ff tAe buffer is not fully fareslee er fuU~ 
estabHshe~ in VrOefl;r or wet,land••v,ege,tatiefl. 8AO'N Hill shall require a butler 
management plan in aceofdanee v,ith the stafkiardstl•f-tiliS··seetfoa~ 

(1) The prnvlsiom, of thh, seetion apply ta: 

(b) A I ot or parcel that is ceni.ienea fre•m one lana -~s-e ta ooathef-~ 

(e) Development or rede~·elepment-en-a-"6t-er pare-el ,ere-a.red be-:fi)re JanuMy-i"j 
~ 

(2) The proyisi(ms oftl=iis seetian doaot apply t,o the i-n-kifl.d F'8f)l-ae-effleflt ofa stnteu.ue. 

fH -If a buffer is t1et fuUy fores-ted--«-ful~l~ft wuod~' or wet1and 
·1egetation, the buffer shall b&-estab+i-shed · t!1:mUgh ,plai\Hng ,i-a aeeerdanee with 
COMf\R 27JH .09.Q I ·-1. 

D. Mitigation for impact.5 to the auf:fer. An -appticMH& a ae:vettlptne-nt acti-v•ty #lat 
ineludesili-stw-han-ee~t-0 the buffer shall mitigate for impacts to the buffer ane shaU 
piro:vide a baffer-tnanagetnem ph~A iA accerdanee with the standards set forth in this 
seetioA. 

(~ ")-~- Authefizetl de,·eleptnent ootivities may iftei ude a 't"aAaA ee, su-baivision~ ~~i le p~an, 
shore erosion eontrol peRBit, buikling permit~ gi:adieg ~i-k septi-e-sy-steffl. 
approved by the 'A'orcester CeuRty Healtll- Depaftl.H:en~-let- created befor-e 
Ja.m.i31o/ 2, t-99011 aAd opeeial exception. 

~AUatt#le-riz,ed,devefopment ac.ti-1ities shaH be mitigated according to COMAR 
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27.01.09.0l 2,-; 

(3) AU-unautborizea tieveleprnent activities in the- buffer seaH ae mitigatee~atc-a~ 
of 4: l for the limit of disturbanc.e in the buffer. 

{4) P-lanang-,for mitigatien·shall-he-plat1tea -on-·si+e·wtthin the buffor. lftnj-ttgalitm 
planting cannot be located within tke buffer, theA Snow Hill may permit plarn-ing 
in-the-feYovling order of priori~ 

W-0U s4te--aae~eeftt-t<Hh•bufieFi ~and 

(a) On she elsewhere iA ~heCrHical A,rea.. 

(e:> A fee in lieu. as referenced in St;J.bsection G befow. 

E. Buffer plantiAg s.tandard!,. 

O) 1'\n applicant that is requir-ed to plant the buffer for buffer esta&lishment er-buffer 
mitigatiefl Stla-1) a-p~ly lite planting 5*8:lldaras set fe.t:tfi iA GOMAR 27.01.09.0 l 
2; 

~A variaaee, to-tlit.+J'lanting-,aad-mittgade,H:r-taeaa¥ds--,of4his eh ap!er is not permitted. 

~--equir-ed--stibn1iualof au«er ffU¼fu,ieffient p1a-ns: Afl appHeant that is required to plant 
tke buffer to meet .. ,est;abt/tshmeat-er-ffltttg&tiefl:-f~eat,s shaU suhtntt a tlli:fl'.ef 
management phm as provided in COMAR 27.01.09.0l 3 with the applieatio11 fer the 
speeHle-aetivil~'- The pnwi&ioAs oflhfo seetion do not Q-J3ply ~o ma-intaiRiAg afJ e:11:isti:Rg 
grass lawn oM.¼tl-extsting-gaffi.eft in•fl1&buffer; 

(-B-A-buffer managetnent plan that -ii1cl-udes- ,tantwtg fe, establ4shtneet · shaJI be 
s1.:1:hm.iHed witk all other af'plieati01-1 m,iterials~ olearly s1=1eeH}' the aFea -to ··be 
phlfliea afla s~ate if IDe applieant is: 

(a) F~IJy e~~tabJir:hh,g. the btifter; 

(h~ Partially establishing an area of the buffer equal to the net irterease in-lot 
eo'9·e-Fage; or 

(t..➔---Part4aUy~ahlishing an area of tne--buffer equal t-otl1e-totai lot t."'t)'Vefage. 

~Any pem1#-ftlf"-development ae-ti-vit:~fthat-r~¼ires· bufi{W e~aaelishm ent or bu fler 
mitigation •;iiiU Aot be issued until a bt1fter management p~a.n is approved by Sno\'l 
Huh 

CH /\n applicant mar aot obtaia fiaal appro·1-al ef a st1hdi11isi0R appU-catioH 
until the· buffer management vlan has been revhw.ced at-1d appFtweEl by SAow 
Hilt 

f4t---St10w Hin may not approve a bwffer management plan unle5-!,: 
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(a) The plan dearly if!dicates that all planting standards under SubseetioA E of 
d1i-s- okapter win be met; and 

(-ht- AppR1priale meaGures an~ in place for the long tem=i proteetioR and 
maintenance efall-bufter ,areas-. 

fs-)---Fer,a-bttffer-mOflagernent platl that •s the-rest:llt of an a:t.Uhorfaef:t dishtrbaoce 
te---the huffer ~ a p em1i t a\-lth 01:izing fiRal use and oceupaney will not be issued 
until the appHcant 

(ct) Completes the imf)lementation ofa auffer management phu1; or 

(b) Pro1r·ides fimmcial asrmranoe to c-0·,er the costs fur: 

f1J·· -~Materials aRe installatioR; a:nd 

P--}--if-the-rnitigatioe eF estahHshlnent-requiretnent ¼&at lea.st S,-000St¥Jare 
feet, Jong tenn Sl:l:f\'ivability requiverneAls as set funk in COMl .. R 
27.01.09.0 I 2. 

(6) Concurrent 'Nith • reeordadaa of a f;;ubdi 11fofon plat, an applicant shall record 
a ·pr-oreetive-easenient .for the-buffer. 

f+1---!,f-at~~6i-1t -fails --t& -ittlplen1ent a hufler-fntma-gemern plan, that fa.flure 
shall eonstihde a YiolatioH ofthis chapt:eF. 

(a} A pen=nit for development aeHvity 1/.·iH not he issl!ea for a property that has the 
vielat4en~ 

00-Ar½ ilf)~.aflt shaU f}OSt -a subd4viswn -with pefflla»ent sigm; f)rior---to-t'inal 
reeoraatioa in aecordance with COMAR 27.01 .09.0J 2. 

,].---1~1n4ieu--ofb\lffer 1iett:igahea. A fee ia liffl:!·ofRHtigatioo wm be €eHeete€1 if the 
planting requiremEmts of the buffer management plan cannot be fully met on site~ in 
aeeoraanee with the fotlowiflg SHU188f8S: 

(1) Fee in lieu monien shall be caUeeted and held in a special ftmd"' ·Nhieh: may not 
feVert to· Snow· Hil11

~ gettera1 fl¼nd; 

~ fiee in Heu shall be assessed at$! 50speF SttUafe fuol afre~uired buffer mitig,afion; 

(3) /..._ portion of fee ifl lieli moAey eafl be used for management and administrative 
eo?;ts; however, thl6'-'e~,'8K·oeed»2.ij% onhe fees e()Ueetea; and 

(4) Fee in ii eu m on-1es-ta.a14 ~S:ed 40F the foH owing projects: 

~a) To establish. the buffer on sites 1.vhere pJaAtiAg fo AOt a cofldition of 
dei.rel op-m ent or r~pntemt 

{-g)- For ·.vater quality and habitat enhaflcement prajeets as approYed by the 
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Critical· ,:\rea Commission or by agreement hetween--8now..UiU and<the 
Crtt~al Area Conm1issien. 

l+.----Sher-e eros.ion~c.m:itrnl prOjects. Shore--er-es·i:eiH...~lt:rol measures are p ern1 itted 
activities within the bl:lffet in aceordanc-e •Nith the folhw,·ing requiremeAts: 

( l) Aft appHoant for a shore erosioa control JffOject that affectn the buffer iR any ·1-i·ay1 

ineh.-.1c:Hng, bHt oot liadted l-0) aeeess, Yegetatiott .rem:ovai an<i pruttiAgt -or 
tn'¾-~mling'f --shaU · submit a bttff.er maaagef.l'.lfflt plan -- in -accet:tfaaee-wif11 the 
r-equiFemeHts of this seetlon; ana 

~otnpl~Uy with aH af the poHeies and eriterie for a share erosiaA control 
project stated in COMAR 27.01 .04 and COMAR 26.24. 

§ 71--14. Buffer 1\4 anag.em,eat--Aree · ( BMA~ pr·a Yi!i iens. 

De-velopmeRt aRG reae~;elopment .standards: Ne1w ae1i,·elopmeRt or rede,,etopment activities, 
iAeludiflg strn.etures,--roaas. -pafking areas and other -imperYie-1:¼s· s\if~; lot- etwerag~ 
septi e s;istem~--wi-l1-+1ot ff-permitted in-t~1e,bu:tl'er 4-0-a-~igt-1at-ed Suffer Ma-aagernent Area 
oo.le-ss the applkaRt- oaH de:moFH,trate that there is Re feasi!ale altemathe aAd the Planning 
Commissien jlfld!; that eflons -- have heetl maae lo miRimize i:J!:ifi«-flapaets~and--4lte 
ae1relopmeRl sh-all-~ w-ittl tke=fol1owmg-st~~ 

A. Qe1rejopnteRt "ane redev,eloJ)Blefl:t fiiilti-v¼#es,,havce -beeft looateti ti-.far -65 •f10SSi-hl:efrom 
menu high tide, the laru:l\\.·ar-d edge aftjdal 'Netlands, or the edge of tributary stream£;, 

B.-\tarfaaees to ether local setback reqmretneRts ha1,e l:.eeA eoAsidered before 
additional intrusion it=uo the baffet, 

g ..... Commereial, industrial, iHstitutional, FeefeaHeeal and multifamily residerltial 
development aAd rede,1elopment shall meeHlle foUowiflg stMtfor,d~ 

fl)·· -Ne•Jii• development~ including accessory structures, sha.H miflimize lrte e"-lenl of 
tHtm5-i(»l--i-Rte the buffer., .. New· aevelaprnem-sl¼aU atH l>& l,eeatee closer -k} the 
water (or eelg,e 0f *ieal vletlanas-)--th.an tk-e -nMntmum Fe(;lufred setbaek for the 
zeliiRg district or 50 feet, Vihichever is greater. Structures on adjaceat f)tepertiet, 
shool not ae u.sea ta detennlne the setbadE Hne. 

(2) Rede•-1elopment, inch¼eing accessory structures! shaU minimize--~h-e---e-K4ent--e-f' 
iflkusian tate-t:hebufter; R,eaeve+epfaem-sh&J411athe--looated elose£ lo the-water 
(-er~-~idal wetlands)than-theloeaf..setbaekfer the zoning district or 2S feet, 
whiehe.·er ieJ greater, Stractures on adjaceRt properties shall net be 'tlSed to 
ae-tenaifle the setbaek lifltt A. ne~N stn:H.~ture ma.;r be--t'lffi¼Struet-e4 en the fo&tflrint 
e-fan-,e,Ki:Sttng strueti.lfe, 

D. Single-fomt~•res,dentiahievelopment4l~nt -shalt meet the feHow1ng 
ntandards: 
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(I) 'New development or redevelopment shall miAimi:t.e the shore1Nafd eRtent of 
intrusion-· i,nto d1e bu.f'fer. New cleveio~mern and redeveJopment--shaU not be 
lo eated eleser ro tlle-water ·(or·the--ed~bmdstthan prineipal-.strut.~ur-es 
on adjacent pmpertie-s or the local setback fbr the zoning district~ whickevef is 
gr.ea,er; ·In no ~.a~a!Hlew-4ewlopment•tlf· redevel<)J'tnent be lo eated less than 
$t}-te,et-from the water {,or the edge· of tidal wedand-s). 

(-2)- ., l.1~i5ti-ng-pri1l€ipal m· accessory stnictiu~1nay be replaced ,n the same-~ 

~New· aeeess9r,i strueh:1r-es •may ae le-eatoo e.!oser to ll1e watet:-th aA ~he sethae.-k if 
the Phrnning CemmissioH lms detenni.Red there are no other looat1ees ter the 
s*Ateit¼f.e!:i; The area of ne•n· acce!;sory struetures shall not eKceed 500 sq1;1:are feet 
within 50 feet ,o-!4:~~nd-1,000 square-fe-et-lo+al-~n- the \niffer. 

e, VarianeeH to other local oetbaek requirements shall he eoAsideFee befofe edditieru:tt 
intrnsktninto·th~u.tler is permitted. 

~tMopmea~ 8:fle redevelopment ma:y aet impact any haaj~at protection are.a (HPA) 
ether thea the lzmflef, 1ael-uding il<:JiiHtla:l wetlaads~ -et~1er state or f.eder~ 
no h\'i thstandi ng, 

(i Buffer Ma11ag,ement Area (BM-Ai cjes4gaati&ft skaU aot be tis-ee!-te fae-i-11-tate-thefiUing 
enidal wetlands that are oontiguous to the buffer or to sreate additional ll:uHdable laRd 
f-or•t¼eW deve~t:,ment or r~e\.'elot)fnent 

H.-Na0- natufa-l vegetat~'8ft➔nay-he--fftH&¥e(f-in4ie--&ttf4er eitC~ t-hat required by the 
l:'f0:f:}8Sed construction. 

l. · MitigatioR for eeYel&pmeet ~· t·edev,e,lepmem +n-the-lluffer Management-Ar,ea 
appro·1ed ooder the provisions of thiH subt,eetion 8hall be imp~emented as follows: 

( l-) Namml fofest wgetation-e-f- -an-aretr-twi,ee the extent eHl¼e• footpriAt of™ 
dtrvelapment activi1y 1,r.•ithin the one hundred foot buffer E,hall be plaflted oH site 
,tfl ,the-buffer <>r-at-anei~~,.v~-the-P. 1-aflntng Comm i!1si Ofl. 

~ppHeafltn who eanfwt folly comply vlith the planting ret:)ft:tirement lt=1 SubseetiOR 
l(-1--)-above-may off..~t by rem:eviflg an ,equivalent area of exist4ng1-e l eo ,·erage in 
the hliffer. 

(3) l .. ppl i eams-wbo·~a-fl:not oomply with, .efther-the~p,kiatmg-,ar c&ffset r-.eq.uifeill•ems iH 
Subsection 1(1) or (2) above shall pay $ 1.50 per nquare foot iato a fee in lieu 
program. 

(4) Any fees in Heu ooHected under these pr:ovisioAS shall he placed in·iH-1-aoeeunl 
tbat:-will assure their ~se aflly ~r fJTojeels ·f\1itflifl IJ:te f?.ritieal Area to enhance 
wtldlireHabitat~ lffifM'evewateriJttaHt~, ,er otl1erw•set1ronwt-e-the-goals a-f Soo~v 
Hin• s Cri troal Area-Qrdi-a8:A€e:-1"he fu1l:ds--cml00~•-aeeoo1:p-l-ish a -~,a.j-et.'t· 
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or measure that 'NOuld ha~,e been required under existing local., state, (ff federal 
laws; regulali-0fl:S;-Stut-utes-~-ef-permits~ The slat'=ls of these funds mt1st be r,eport,ed 
to4:he,Gfitic,al Area (.~otnmiss·ion ,in the jurisdiotionrs <j-t¾arter½i fe-ports. 

f.:»-Asy -reqwr-ee mitigatfon or oftset area& shaU 1:,-e proteeted fmtn future 
de¥elopment through afl easement, de1+elopment agreement~ plat notes or other 
instrument and reeerded a:rneng the hu~d records of the County+ 

§ 72 15. Other habitat preteetien arettt, 

A-. -ldemifieeftefi.. Aa apf)lioaRt for a deYelopment aeti·-rityl -Fede;iel0p1Ren:t -aeti•rity or 
ehaAge in land use shall iclentify all aipphcahle habitat protection areas and follow the 
staHtiafil5''€£H1:tai:ned in thi5· section.• -Habitat,pmtection ar-easr indt1des: 

( I ) Threa~eo ea -or-endangered species or &fJe€•ies-1n-fleea-t➔f:e-er¼SefYat*½fl; 

(2) Golonial water bird nesting-fiiit-e5i 

(l) Historic ~Naterlowl staging aaa conee,ureHotl are-as in tidal wa.teFfl, tributary 
str-ei.uns-er t,idal &Ml ne-nt0itiaA-.wetl-ftfKist 

f.4+-eK-tStiag flf)Qftaft forest,s; 

(5) Ferest areas utittz.ed a& breeding area& by tttt¼ff'~mefi.et:-dw,elling biftlt1 aoo 
ether-wHdlif~ species; 

(6) Qt-her plattt and wildlife habitatsidet~ritteec.{o..\)e -efloeal sigai4ieane-e~ 

(7) Natural Heritage Areas; aoo 
f&-} A.nadromous fish pi:opaga-tion 1+1,··a-t:em. 

B·. · 8taAdares, 

fl+·--A:ft-..appHeaRt fur a aevelopment aeth'ity proposed for a site withiR the Critieal 
Area that is iR or near a habitat protection area Iis~ed aboYe,. shall reetuest revtt!'1~/ 
by -~he -9et)artmeat-,ef -Natliral- Rest:llir,ees-..WiltUife aad Heritage-Ser-vieefer 
eommeat ·ana-techflieal aehrice. Based oe the DepaFtmeafs reeetntHeRdations, 
aclaitional researcll aAd site analyf.,is may be required to identif}· the l(1eatian of 
thre.ateAea and endangered species aad species ifl need of cxmservation 011 a site. 

f:2} If the pre~:ehee of a habitat proteetion area is eoofinned by the Department of 
Nattlml-R-ese~-est --the -aprli-0aa~ -shatl -eevelep -a --- -habitat -preteetk:m plan in 
coortiinati-011 wit.I¼ t-he- Oej3i¼l~ment-<+f Natural R-esear-eea. 

( 3) The a~plk~i1at4 obtain -apf)f(wai- -of the-hab .. at-pr~i~n fmnt- the 
PlanHiHg Cemmission. The spe.oific protection and conservation measures 
included in the plan shall be e<msidered coHditions of appro·ral of the project. 
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§0+.2-16,, DeABitkm5. 

The thllmving \.VOrds haNe the foUm,1,·ing meanings fur the purposes of implementing the 
C'riticaJ Area Ordinanee-and the Snow Hm ZoRiflg Ordinance:. and the s~lar- always 
ineh!de the,,plural,-,and-v:iee-ver"5a,-except whet·e -&lieh-eonstruc-tion-would-be-ufirea5eftable: 

AMTEMEN:t--·--+h&eet-e.f-put#ng-an ,end ·kt·a lan4 al,ter,ation-eraevelepn~en~ty-er 
reElueing the degree or intensity of the alteration or acth'ity. 

ACCESSORY STRUCTURE A etrueture that is detached from 1he prineipa! structureT 
I ecaied en-the-same lot aae, iilearly-inei-aeafal llfl4 S¼¼~ordi Aat:e-toa. prineipal stflt€,tur-e, ,er, 14~ 
tl1er,e is na priReipal struetH:Fe ea t:lte lot, ,a-,st-ruet¼¼r-e--that-is custmnarily iRCidental and 
SQBeroinate to a principal structure. 

ADDfTJON Nev,ly conslrueted area that increases the t:iii.e of a strooture. 

l\FFORESTATION +lte esbtblishment of a tree crElp on aR &r~a iem wh~eh it has 
al wa;is er 'r1-ery •k»lg ~ ab&eilt,ver· the-frlantmg ef ef)efl-ar~s whwh- -are not pr,esent-ly £n 
for-est ee¥er. 

AGRICULTl;RAL EASEMENT A ftefipessessary interest in Jane ·.vhich rn,tricts. the 
emwersioi:i of wre of the latid, pre\·eatiflg Aenagricult1.:Jral use.::;i. 

AGRICULTURE AH methods of production and mana:.gemeat of livestoek, crops, 
,veg,etatton,---and seil. This --iaeludes~ -huf.i&.·not-Hmiteti t&,-tne t:elat;ed aeth·ities ef tiJlage, 
fertiH2:atioA, pest eontrol, ha:ryesting, and markefi!:ig. It also includes,. but is not limited to, 
tile aeti,,.·ities ef feeding~ howsing, ana ma.ifltainir1g of aniffialn s11.teh as~~afry eews, 
~; ~., hegs, -her~~ .. aftd. p,otJ•l4to/aatU:iantiltttg their by"i'reduet"S-. 

A-NAOO-OMOOS -F!SH Fish that tfavel \Jf)S:tream (tiem their -primary habitat 111 the 
oceaA) to freslnvater in order to spa·Nn. 

ANAQRGMOUS FISH PROPA.GATlON WATERS Those streams that are tributary to 
the Cheoapeake Bay a.Ae /• .. Uafltic Ceas~al Bays in ).vhiek the spawnmg-&f.attad-r-afAeiiS 
speeies of fish- (e.g:,-rookfish, ·· striped bass,, · yeUew perch, white-pereh,:&hae,aoo-.rwer 
hemA:gJ oceurs or has oeeurred. ·rhe streams ar=e idefttified b;· the Department of Natural 
Resources. 

AQUACUl.~fUIUi -

A. fa:aruag or ,e..ulttiring-of-4:'inttsh, !1hell fislt~ other ~atjttatie pl ants-or-animals er both. 
ia lakes, stFeams, inlets~ esma:ries-, aoo""8-thert1attual or aftifioial water 130dies er 
impoundments; 

8.---Acti¥i:ffes-iool-ude-hatt:hffig, .et¾l#v:ating, ~aating; -feed+ng, raisisg, and han'esting 
ofaquatic plants and animals and the maintenance a.Ad oom;truetion of Reeem,ary 
eqwipfnent; btti1dingsl aRd gi=owiflg areas; and 

C- - Culti\•ation met:hoat~ include, bu.t are Aot limited t(l,. s.eed or larvae de·.ielopment 
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and gro,;.c ,out taeiHti~ll-ponds,, ~heUfish rafts~ rack aoo- lengHnes,. seaweed 
flea.ts atiEl theeakt:Jr-eofelam.-s and o;·shm, on tidelatu.is aml eubtida] areas, 

D. Pot the p1;1rp,m1e of thi~tiuWon, related aettv!ties ,sucn -as-whoiesale ana retail 
s-ales, proeessiag and pmduet storage fodlili~, are n()t considered aquacaltural 
practiees. 

BEST MANAGEMENT PRA.CTICES (BMPs) CoRSef\10tion--f)r~tiees er sys!erHs t~f 
praoaees and maaagefflen~ · measura.'f that control- --soil--los-&--and---FeaUc-e ·-water, ~al¼ty 
eegradat¼o1r-0a:i:1~-by-nutrier1~s, animal 11{aste, tox.ics and sediment. Agricultural Br,..•f Ps 
irtch.H:let bttt are not limited to,. strip cropping! terracing, eon~ouf E,tri:i:-piag, grass ,.._·atef\\•a:ys~ 
animal v.·aste sln.tett:J:re:;~ ptmds, mhdmal t•iUage~ ,grasfr ane n&t-ur-aUy·:.Yegetated fiher strips, 
and ,preper netrient aw~i.-eat,ien--tnea-sUfe5. 

RUF,FER Ar-ea that,.,bas-ed oa e0001tions at the time of developmeRt is immediately 
hu1:dward from mean high ·Nater of tidal waterways, ~he edgtH)A.J.ankof~e~kea:ffit 
er the eage of,a-+idal-wet~atwi-i ·and ,the ·area ex1:Sts~i-n,er is esteb liehed iH, eatu11al. vegetat1en 
W--fJffiteet a stream~ tidal wetlane, tidal waters or terrestrial em·ironmenu. from human 
distureanee. The buffer iHdudes aA area ofat leaf,t I g.g feet e»,·en iHhat--a.Fea was previol:lsl;i 
aisturaed by human acti"'ity or ~-€-ufferu½r e • ~~ 
oon-Hgueus seRSiiin:, afeas, suck as a steep slope, hydrie sofl~ highly erodible soflt n<)ntidal 
wetiand, or a Fmntiaal wetlaAd of sr,eeial state eot1eem au defiflea tA the COMAR 
26.23,0L0L 

BUFF~R MANA{,EME]~'T A-RilA{~IA) A.a area officially mapped b~, the Tof+'IR of 
Sa&w H:i-11 aafl a~pfe~'ee h~r the Critical Area Commission as a BMA, •11hete lt has been 
emfficiently demonstrated that the existing pattern o4·1"-esi&eftttalt 1-Adustria1~ i.:.'tlm-mer-0¼-al~ 
instik.itienah ·--er ·r-«-reat-i-8ilal ·46ve1e-pm:etlt pre:s.1ents .tae. buffer &om fulfilling-its water 
qUtH,H-y-ene-hahitat....fimct+m1st and :where de•;elopmeru in accordance 'Nith specifie B~4A 
provisions can be permitted in the buffer without a \1a~~ 

BUFFER MANAGEMENT P b\N kli.-~ooes a major buffer-1n,u1agenleilt p~an, a tntnor 
oofrermanag-emetl:t ,p4aa, aeaasimpltfied buffer H1anagement plan. 

CAN(:}PV TREiE • Atf-ee.,tha£when-mature eommoflly reacheG a height of.at leaGt 35 feet. 

ClUS::feR 9eVELGPM~~rr A residentia~ development in which dwelling units are 
€oaeentret,eEI ia a selectea area or seleeted areas of the development tr:itet SQ as to 1'to·1ide 
ftatural habitat or other open space l¼Ses OR the retflaiAcleF~ 

COLONJAL NESTING ,.VATER B (RDS Herons, egrets,,-tern&~ an<:I· glossy ibis~ Fer·-the 
f)tlfPOSes offlesoog. ~he5e birds eongregate (tnat :is}!ooloruze0

) in relatively FCYI ftf·eais, at 
which tttlle the·•Feg¼enal popmatlons of these species are highly imsee~tible to looal 
distttrbanees. 

m\4-A.-R: 'fheCeae of M.u,'iaHd Regttlations, as from time to time ameAded,, h:i.cluding 
aey stteeessor pre¥isiom,. 

COMMISSION The Critieal ,i\..rea Cetamissie1r for ihe ,Ch~ke and·r\tlamie,Coastal 
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Bays. 

COMMUNITY PIURS Boat aoekmg facilities assooiatea-with subdivisioHs or similar 
residential areas, an:d 1witn (.,·ondominium, apartment and other multiple family dv1eUing 
units. Private fl1iers are e:<duded from lhis de!lnitiefh 

COMPREHENS•IVE OR-MASTeR Pb.:\'~i A eompilatiofl efpeHcy statetflents, goa~s, 
standards, mal}s aRa pertinent data. retative to the pa.st~ present and future lreflds of the focal 
jarisdictiofl, inclading, but not limited-ro,--its 1)0p\:llat:¼en, housing, eeorH:➔fJM&.}; ,soe,iai 
fatten¼&, land ·¼ises, water r,es.aurees-and their . use~ transp,ortatien-fac-illiies aee J:)Ublie 
fa.ellities pref)ared bf or for the pfonning boara~ agency or offiee. 

OONS,liR-V-1\1=1-GN EASEMENT A nonpossessory interest in land •.;·hiek restriets the 
manaer ifl Wi11 ck the latld may· he -devele,ed in at,1 effort to r~e flahtral · resources fer 
:fut.ure l¼S&. 

CGNWUDAT,ION A ~om&iftfflioe ef any legal 1:1ar-0els of land ar-:r~omed legally 
buiMab~e h.lt(s) inte fev;er lots or pa.reels than originaUy e:11tisted. l\n application f.er 
eortsolidatioa fl1:Q¥ i11eh•de a subdtvisien, lotline..ahm1denn1eat~ ~MY line-adjustment, 
r~lingfe€tBe&t~ ,er lot liae aaj1:1stmem=, 

CRlTl{:\t\L AREA AU"hioos aAe wa~ers eefiueei iR ~ g 1807 oHhe Natural Resourees 
Article, Annotated C(1de of Maryl a-mt The,1 inelafie: 

A. AU wateFS ofand lane.ti uflder the Chesapeake Bay a-nd l\tlarttie Coastal Bays and 
their trib1;1twi~l t.e the headeftiaa; 

R All state and priva*e w=etJands eesjgnated \!Ader Title 16 of the Bnv-iroamem 
Artk,le~ Armotaied (:ade-~--Mafyl~ 

t-.-~~ water areas within ·. I i{:}00,-fw -be;ie,nd -the" landwar-d oouedaries-e.f 
sfflte-or priYat-e vf'ethmds and the he.ads of tides designated under Tine l 6 of the 
Environment ArtieJe, i6,nnotaled Code af Mar;4ami; and 

Q.. Moclifiea-tioA to these areas through inclusions or exelut,ions proposed by loea-1 
j l-irlsdf eliens aaa ap~ev.ee, •&Y tke (~r,it¼eal A-r,ea C'6mRtissien as spaci,fied ta -§ &-
1 SG7-ef the-Natural Resear~es-Artic~;-AaHetated-G~e.f-MaryjaR<h 

Q.ENSrrY The oombef ofdv_.eeHing uniis per acre within a aefiRecl aRd measurable area. 

001/-E-lGPl:;0.WOOQLAJ\~DS AR area onrees or oflrees aR-d nateral ,·egetatiofl that is 
iAterspersee 1Nith FesiaeRtiat eommerdal,, indw,trial or reoreatkmal development. 

00¥-L-1bGPl..~JlefsoR ·;.·ha undert.akesi deYelopment acth1ity a.s defined in this char--ter; 
or a f)erson v.ho underta<kes de,1elopmeat · aath1ity as · defi11eti in· tfle Cri~ena of-4he 
C-ot'AfHissitla. 

DEVELOP M H~IT ACTI V.I-T4E:S The eoostrucli.'4:Ht- or substantiat-aherat4-0n.e-f £eSHienfia+; 
e:0tnmere.tal~ indW54rta!, 4estitutienal or tra.nsportatiefl fi¼oiHties er structures. 

Q.IS'.Jl.;.R-BAN.(;;~ -----An l¼iterat4oa er --change ·t&· the Jane-; -It- f11eki&es--a&y an100nt-ef..eleari ng, 
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gfOOii-.g~ -or £onstn1cti0t1 activit-y~ Olslu1ba:nee doe~, not include gafEiefliAg or maintaining an 
existing g;rass lawn. 

00<.:YMENTED BREEDJ.N,G-BlRD AReAS Ferested aFeas- where the oc-e-urrenee•fcJf 
interior d•.-velling bifds, during the breeding season, has been demonstrated as a result-e-f 
oo-site-smveys u&ing standardbioiegi cal s~wey teohni ques .. 

BWti,b-LING-UNH A sing!e,uttitprevidisg complete, indepertdent living ·facilities for 
aHeast eee persoA ! i ncll¼d ing permanent pr-ovi-sions for -sanitatioa> ooektng~ -eati~ 
sleepiFlg, and other a.etlvities routinely associated with daHy life. D·;.·eHing unit ir1cludes 
hving t)\U:trtefS4'or-aoomes#e-er--eUler employee or tena:Rt~ an in law or a.cces,~;ory apartment, 
a guestoouse,ar a earetaker-r~aenee;; 

E-C'GSYSTEM /411 more or l-ess self-coatained biological ,eenul:umity to:get-her"wlth-tlle 
physical enviwnment in whieh the communitts organisms oeet1r. 

ENDANGERED SP-eQE8 Afly species c)f fish, v.·ildHfe, er plants that has beea 
de~,ign.ated · as eHtiangeree by regulation of the Def)artment of Natural Resouree-s. Desigea~ioa 
oeeurs when the continued e:11dstence of these s~ecies as viable eemt.:tonents .af tl:ie smte!s 
resouroes are detennif!ed to be in jeopardy. This ineludes-any-sp:e+es-eet~m-ee t-0-be ,an 
•~eftdaageredu speeies puFSuant to the F edera! Eadaagete(JSpeeies Act,· le HS."-~. •§•a fieq}" .-as 
ame.1¼det:k 

ESTABUSHMBNT The planting or regeAeration of native v:egetatioR 

U1r-ougl101H-the-bttff-er.---EXCeSS STO&M-WATER Rl•JNGFF- . ,AJl-iaerease&-ta 

stom1 1.vatet resulting from: 

A. AR increase in the lot em.·erag:e ea t:ae site;-·meH:Jdmg-att-&aeitien-s-te 
~ing&rroa~ls, and pa:Fking lots; 

R ChMge::; in perrneabiHty cauoed by cumpaetion during construetion or 
momfte-ati0t1s in cootour-s,:irtt.~uding the fiJliAg or draina-ge of small depres!don 
~ 

(~.- .. A lteratien ef araiaagew&yti er-regrading,e4~slepe,s,~-

~rooioe of for-est;·er 

F.-.---iAstallat-ion-&f~eoll-eeuor1 systems to intercept otreet t1o•;.•s or to replace 
SYledes or oth-eJ drainagewa;y:s-, 

FlNANClAL ASSURANCE A · pertormance bond, letter -ef e.redit~ ea-sh deposit, 
inst1m:Ree polic)\ or ether iAstrum.ent -efcSOOurit;Y-aeeef}tahlete th& 1~wnefSoo-w UfU; 

l::isMERIES ACTIVl1lBS CetHJ.MFeial · water-depeadent ft41eries · faeilities ~ing 
structure~; fur the parkiRg, proeemjiflg, e.armiAgt er fi:eeciag offi:Rfish, erustaeeafts, mellusles-.; 
aAr! amphibiansood~aoo-afoo ineh:1eing related activities such as 'Nholesale and retail 
sales, pr~t -~fage• -fa.ej.Jities~ erab,-.-5heaaingi t)f+ loadjAg aeeks, · shellfish el¼lture 
epeFmiens, and shore hased faeilities necessary f.e.t' atltU¼t;'t.H:t¼:ira!eperat~s. 
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FOREST r\.-,bi-eki-gical eemml:lntty eemhia.tee-by•trees aadether weooy 13-lantsceverir1g 
a hmd area of l 0?000 square feet or gFeater. •tp orest11 includes areas that have at least 100 
treet. per acre ·t11ith at least 50% of those trees haviflg two inch or greater diameter at 4.5 
i~va-tlle gr-eund--ane- fe,r5t ar-e-a&•·tl¼at-have-e-een-wtrhut-not-olear-ed~ ':1Fefest11 -does 
Mt--inolude orchards. 

FGRmn· INTERIOR D\V~bLING St.RDS -Sf1e01es~af~bir4s wJtiek require FeletiveJ;: 
large forested traetf; ifl order to breed f;uccessfully (for example~ ·.iarious species of 
t-lyeat,ehers, warblera, viree-s, -.aaa wooepeekers). 

FOR EST··MANAGEMEN'.f~.. · The-j)retecUent ffiaRi pulatiea~ ~lt~f- the forei~t 
te pro11ide multif}le benefits, sueh as timber haf\·estiag, water tFanspiratioR, wildlife habitat~ 
ere; 

FULLY ESTABLISHED The buffer contains as much diverse, native vegetation as 
0eeessaey to--sHpport -a fiml •and stahle riparian haottah~b-~-Of.'s-elf-~-staiaing gr--ew~h and 
r-egtmeration . 

.QRANDF ATHBRED Pl\RCBL or GRl+,NDf.'.A.n4~ReO LOT A t3afeel ofland that w-as 
ereatedor a fo+-c--reated-Hlrough the sooElivi.siofl ftfOCess and reeorded as. a le-ge:11:Y bt1Hdable 
l&~-,prier t,o Deeembef 4; · l-9&5.. 

GROWlli AL-I:..-G(...;.\'.'.f lQN - ~rhe-nwnber -of aer-ef.r of 4-an<:i tn tae {.)itieal•. Area tkat- the 
TowR of SA<)w HiH may m,e, or the eounty may aHoeate ~o muRicipal jurisdietions to use, 
~l-n~yf>e1t'·-e-loped Areas aAEI fle'A' Limitee 9-twefopmerd Areas. The gro1li1lh 
aHoo-at4e+1 ts-•S%~-ef.th.e-t-0tal R~1,ce-Cooser¥ati-o4l Ar,ea ae.r~e i:R 'Sa&w H-iU at the time 
the Critieal Area Commissiofl approived 8Row HiWs erigiRal Critical Area Ordinanee, not 
iAehidiag deal J,,etJ!aruis er land owAed by the federal govefflffient. 

HABITft,T PROTECTION PLAN A plea ~aat r1re11 .. ides for ti-le -J3F0teet10H ana 
eefl:8e?t1ation of the 1MpeeieH aAd llabi!ats. identii1ed as habitat protectiaR areas in the Gritioal 
~T-flt}~sh-aUbespee.i-fie to4he site er area where the spoeet~,or--it-s4tabitat~~ 
and shall address all aspects of -~-· de-valopn¾UN ac~i,.·ity that may -affect -the 
OOl-ltir1ued presence of the sped es. Thene iJ:JCludet but are not limited to) euttiag, clearing~ 
aHemtions ofaaturdl h~drolegy, aae iAerea.ses in lot eoYerage. IA de,,.ielaping the p1a:n, an 
applwantshaU·~tnate-with the- ~paFlmeRta&f Naltif-al -Resourc.es- -kt-ensur-e that the pl.an 
is adequate to provide for long 1em1 coHserviltioA and caA be effeeth,iely implemented on 
the ~lpeeifie site. 

HIGHLY ERODIBLE SOILS Those soils with a slope grealer than 15%; or thot1e HoHe; 
with a K value gr-eater thaf¼--OJ, 5 and-with ~pes---gr~tafl 5-%. 

H-ISTGRK:WA1'eRroWb-STAQI-NG A-NQCQN£EN'I'.RATIOti-; AR~A - A-ftarea,oft~ 
,.,vater and 
adjacent tMrshes--wher,e--waterfowl, --ga+h•er ,dmmg migr.ati'811 and tlweughOl:lt -the wi.Rt~r 
season. These areas are historic in the sense that their leeatioA is e<.lmA1011 kAowledge aRe 
beee:ase these areas have been l:f5ed regularly during rece:At times. 
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l 1¥GRJC SOU:.S Seils lhat ~e wet frequently eaeugh t-& perieJieaUy prodH€eanaer,tbie 
ccmditiom,, thereby infhiefloing the t:;pecie~, composition or gro•Ath~ or both, of plants on 
t-hese-s-o~ 

~[9RGP-H¥'HC VEGHTA:TJON +hose plants eited in 11 Vaneular Plant Species 
Oeeurring1n-Ma-ryland Wetlands" {Oawsett; ,fi'. .• ,et-al;;-t98S-}wh,i,ch-ar~H.iescribedas,,grow-ing 
in ,1.iater or on a substrate that is at least periodieaUy defieient in O*ygen as a reswh ef 
e:1tcetmive •1t1aler eoAtent (plants typically thund in '!later habita-ts). 

IMMEDIATE. FAMILY l\ tathet\ mother~ nuA~ daughter, gr&Adfather~ grandmother, 
gr:aoosefti -er·graruidat:ighter; 

IN-K:l-N9--REPLAf".eMh~T The r-eplaoeme1N of-a ~t,ruerure with aaothet·structure--,thai 
ls smaller tha-n or idefltie,tl lo the original structure in footprint area" width, length. 

INTENSELY DEVELOPED AREA /\n area of at least 20 acres or . the eHtire 
upland portion -0f•dte-~fitkal Area withHl-U· 11mn4-t."'4pa4-t..~rat4on~ whieke1i1er if: less, 
Yihere residemial, eo1ftfllcfeiai~UHOOal, OF industrial de,·eleped lead uses-pred01ni¾1at-e-~ 
and a relath1ely small amount ofnaturaJ habitat ooeurs, These areas ifidude aR area 11'·ith a 
haus+ng-~r~it~fef:at least four dweUing uails ~er~rt-area-with-pub!ie •nia:lenmd ~_1e\.ver 
systeHts with a housing deasity-.efelef&-1118:fi three av,elliag ueits per aefe. 

INV,-'\SIVE SPECIHS A s~eetes taat is H@fl.Hati¥e or a~len to the e-eer.:,y5ree1 -afi.aer 
eomiideration whose introductfon eaases or fo likely to -cause eoonomic or eAviroflmental 
haffll--or~1-to-hW1uH1 ,healttl; 

K VALUE The seiJ· ·eft)e·lOi~tlo/-~footor -in tlie Uttiver-sal Soil L-OSS •E-quatiea. It is a 
quantitative '\1illue, that 1s enperimefttally determined. 

LAND CLEARING Aay aeti;c!ty th.at removes the Yegetati¥e 

gt~-eover. LARGE £HRHB A shrub that, wket:t ffi&h:1r-e, reaehes 

a height ofat.1:eas~ StKreet. 

LEGALLY DEVE-bGPEO AU ph:y-sieal inlproven~eara--to·a·,mpe1t:rthat existed oofere 
Critical Area Cemmission appro1ral of a local ofdinancei or were properly peRHitled H1 
ae-t."'ef4r.mt-~ith4he"provfoiefls of the looa1 ordtnanee ifl eff~t the time of construction. 

LIMITEO-~¥Sb(}PME.NT AR.EA- AA ai:ea with a housiagdem~it)1 mnging from oae 
dweUiag umt-per-fiye-,a.eres up tofour<lw~Uing HrutS:-peFil-t..""f-e;~id1 .. a p,tlblk wat« or sewer 
system; that is AOt dominated by agricult1:.:1ral laRd, wetland~ forests, barren Jand, sTJrfaee 
vteh!!f~ or epefl sJJaee; or that is less than 20 acres and otherwise qtlalifies as afl intensely 
tieve~ ·are&· .liAdef the--tieffnta&n--in--thi&•ehapter: 

UVl•NG ·SHORELINE A suite ef Sfabiltaatien and '8F<l&itm···•OOntrol mea:nues that 
t1reser:ve the na.4=tiral shof-e~me oo.d aFe designeo-te-HHnimi ze sh:e£el-i-ae---er-Ofilen, maintait\ 
coastal proces~;, and provide aquatie halaitat. MeasureL, must indude marsh plantiAgs a.He 

may inek:¼de-t~--ef sms, sand cofltaiAmeAt s~ers, er other natural 
C61llf)006Affi, 
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LOC ,A, L SI fiN IP IC .ANGB--- Developm,eat ef-•tH11inot=~e,whi€h-<.:e11se-s eFtvlr-ea-mental 
er-ecoooffiic-coasequenc-es-that are largely eoRfiaed--te--the-im+neaia~-ar,ea- e,f-ta~-et--&f 
lmuf -OH whiell it is loeated; does not sub!,taiuietlly affeet the Critical 1\rea Or-difmnee of the 
+01.:i.in of Snow HilJ; · and is nol~lensidefed to be major development ru,; dlifined in thi(, 
cJ1ap,ter. 

b-O-f-C-Q¥eRAC~---- ••+heper-£entageofa total lot-orpar-ceHhat-iS-Oi.'-t;.."'41~-by a structure, 
aeeessory structure, parking area.~ driYeway~ •J.1alk•11ay, or road·.vay; er eo•,cered: witk a ~aver, 
wallc-Nay gnwel, stone; sheU~ im13en=nea.ble decking, a paver, pen11e:able _pavement, or any 
otoor tmm.-inade mat,ef-ial~ Let ooverage :ineludes the groond area ,eover,ee.,or OOC4JfMOO hy -a 

stairway or impermeaale deck, hut does Rot include a feHee er wan that is less Hunt one 
foot in width that l=tas not be@iA eonstrucled with a footer~ a •;.calk-.i,·ay in the buffer or 
e-x~er~uding a stairway~ ,that 13rovides--0ir-eet at~s-t<;H.+·t.i.etnft=tunityor pnWlte 
~ntdeh J:lERhway~ or a deek with gaps to aHew waier te 1=1ass freely. 

MAJOR DH'leLOPMiiNT Dei,,·elopment ofa scale that ma;' cause state wide, region a~, 
ar infefj wisdi eHaaal, eA'•'tr,&Amer½taloret.'en:amie efla."4s, ifl the Critieal Area.? er whk1n-ma;,; 
eatlS& Slil>stan,ual ttr1-p,aets- ro the--tfHK;-at-A:fe&- ef-a Jeeal JHriooieti-en. Thi& <ieveleftRiem 
iReludes, but is notHmited toi. airports~ powerpla.nts~ ~Na.stewater treatment plants, highways, 
regional ·utHity·tran~1m!sskJ.n.4fte#i+iesi ~~, h&&pitab,1 pl:¼blie heasing rrajeels;~'f)libhe 
aeaehes; and inlense-lyd&v~of)ed p&Fk-.an4-feereati-o.tr .f-aeilities,. 

MARI'tiJA Aft;· foetlity for the mooring, berthing! sloring~ or securiRg efwa:tereraft~ but 
not including comm1:1aHy fliers Ma other noflcommereial .boal docking and storage 
fa.eilides. 

MEAN HIGH-WATER -UWE·(MllWb}--:J:he--averagelevel-Ofhi,gli tide:rat a gi,ven ·leeati-oa, 

MlTiOA~flON An actien-tak:ea te eempeRsat:e fur-a4ver-sein1paets to the'8fw4~ 
resulting ffom eevelo:pment, development aetiYity~ or a -0ha1:ige in lafld use er intensity. 

NATIVE PtA~ff A species du« is indigeHOus to the physiographie area in Marylam:I 
i,vhere the planting is pr-uposed. 

NATUR/\.[.c HERl+AGE AR:EA ARy ee:,flm1:mitie!; af phumi · or animals whieh are 
oot¼Sidered te- &e -ameftg tee•-aest-statewide-ex1unples -ofthetr kine~ ane- are-aesi-gnatee ,oy 
regalatioa by:-the-Seer~ary of the Depan1neflt ef Natural Resources. 

NA+l--iAAh·Rl3GE'.t'iJERA1'10N The Hatural establish.meet eflrees aoo-0ther ,·egetatioa 
•.vith at least 400 free to gro\1, 1 neeelh-1:gs per aere, 'Nhiek are eapahle ofreaehing e height of 
aHeast 2.0 feet at FAatt1rity-: 

1:-tA+URAb 'lEGE+AHON T-he-se plant oommiimtfes that~~Ufl i,n the absene-e-e,f"1H:unat1 
aeti,·ities. 

NE'N DEVELOPMENT For purposeti · ef implernentiflg specific pRwi~}iom1 of this 
ellafJfef, aew aev-elef)fBetlts (a& e:13pesed te r,ede¥el8f)Hiefit:) ,means :a -dtwele~ aetivif,y 
that---takes--pla-ee- on a property with precleYelopment im13ert'im.1saess (iR Intensel~· 
De"tcelopee Areas) or Jot coverage (Limited De-;elopment l\reas and Resouree 
Com.,en·ation Areas) of1ess than 15% as ef Deeember I, 1985. 
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J\:ONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION Polluti()n generated by diftu~1e-httte~use activi1±es­
ratber ~haH fretn-·an-identi~45erete-fadltt-y-:-l,t--4,s-.con¥eyed to waterv1ays through 
natt1ral precesses, such as raiRfall~ storm runoff~. or grmand•;.·ater seepage ratllef than by 
deHberate discharge. Nonpoiflt ~murce-pollution is not generally correoted-b;i '~1-6.-(➔t::..pip,t# 
treattnent, but ttather by ,changes- in·land management •practices. 

NGNTII),AL WElLAWDS ·· ·:rnoseilt~a-s regulated uttderSubtitfo 9 of the 13nvif0flffl:eat 
Article that are immdated or sah.mated by Gurfaee water or gnlUnd·;.•ater at a frequency .and 
duration sNffioieat ~e su,::,f:"8rt,. and that l::lnder noffflai eir-e1:1r11stance& <loes- StiflftOrt~ a 
prev&1ene,e.e4: -vegetation t,ypically aflapted for it-rain saturat~ soil oonoittons;--coe1n¼Ot1±,1· 
knewn as hydroph:ytiG ·1egetation. The determiAatie:R of ""Nheth,er aA 

urea is a nonttdal · \\1etlana !Jhall ~e ffiade in aocordanee 1Nith the r,ublieat+on-kaewn as the 
"federal Manwa)-ter .· ttientifying -aad Bei4n-eatmg-Jufisdietienal Wed-ands; 1~ ,pttb,14,s.hoo ,in 
+9&9-aoo~as;nay be ameru:led. :r:-;ontidal wetlands 00 eet iReluee tidaJ wetl.ands regulated 
u11der Title 16 of the Efwironme,u Article of the l\nnotated Code ef MarylaRS. 

Of·FSETS Struetares er.aetions· that eompensate for andesirabJe impactlh 

OPEN SPACH Land and waler areas retaiRea ia &fl easeAliaUy tinde,vetGf)edstate. 

PERSON AR 1Rdi-.cidual;--fl£Uinership, eorporadon~ eontracter~ fJroperty,owt1er, or any 
&tileff)effiOO.Of-efl~ 

PHVSIOORAPHIC lli'.ATURES The seils., tepegmphy~ fana slope aRd aspect~ and local 
ciima~e that intll:!ence the fofln and sp,eeies eompositiofl of ph~fl:t eommunHies. 

PJliR Any fl1ier, ·Nharf:. duek, waUe.,,ay, bw:lkhead~ brea.Jc,Nater, piles or other nh:nilar 
struehJ:Fe;···Ffef ·Eloes· not 1-eeku.ie any stfU£hH-e-0n p-i~!flgs··-Of, stilts that v.i:as or4ginaUy 
oon.,stfUet.ed-beyeod the laA:dvtard aeuooari-es -efstale or priv;ete wetlands, 

P-b-ANT HABITAT A eomrrnlHit;· ofpJaets eomtnaHI¥ identifiable by the compositioA 
of it!J vegetatiofl afld its physfographic characteristicr;. 

PORT A tacility or area eHtabHflhea or de-sigAated ey the !date or lf.K..1t\~-:furisclit-ltj,lftS-fef 
p~of wateroorne-oommeree. 

PRlNCU?AL STRUCTURE; The primary or ,-red-0minant-struemre oa .aay le,t. er JMtr,eel,, 
rar resideatial paFeels ar lots, the f'AReif:}a.l st11:1et1.ire Es the r,rimary d•Nelling. 

PR,OGR:AMAMENDMENT Any-citaage-,ef-~ change ta an adopted ordinance 
that is not determi11ed by the Chairman nf the Critical Area Commiss-ien~an-0roinaflee 
re Hflemeat. 

PROGRAM RHFINEMBN-T AAy eha~ or propesed ehange te an ooevted effl~e 
that the•Chain1Mn •oftbe-•Critfoal Ar.ea Cema:lissien det«tnines will resu It in a 1:Jse of la Rd 
er water in the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area or AtlaRtic Ceat1tal Bays Critieal Area in a 
manner oonsistent with the adopted ordinaHee~ or that 'Nill Aot signiaeootly affbet Ehe ~me 
ofland or water 4fH:lieC4i+i-eill: At-ea,. ·Ordiflaaee-re,f~Jila)' m-ch¼de: 

A. A ehange to1.¼&-ttaeptee~aanee that-r,es~)ffl sta~• law; 
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1:3,.-A--efla~-an-ed~rdiRaHee that affects local proeem,es and procedures; 

G.-A-change toa loe-al,ordinance or-£-ede-ihat -elarifies aH eM_isting prtwisio11; ati6 

~A minor -chat:tge- to an· element of an adeJMed·-orei-fla-nee-4hat- .is~eariy 
consistent vt'ith the 13ro,..·isieHs of State Critieat Area law and all the Criteria of 
the Commission. 

PROPERTY 0\1/N ER A persm, holding title lO a property· or lwo or more pernom, 
~g-4-ttle-l<)•a-,pr~-tulderany-fonn of joint own-eroShtp; 

PlJ.SblG•WA TE:R-ORIENTED --RECREATION .S:here-dependenH~reatkm ·facHities 
er aeth·ities !=}fOVidea b;' public ageneies that nre a·rniJa-ale to the general public . 

.R!eCLl':1.MATIO~ The reaooRahle rehabHitation of disturbed land for useful pl:l:tposes, 
and the proiectien of the natural resources of adjaci.=mt~area£r;•teeJudm,g wateF b-tldles~ 

RECONPIGVRATION A· ehang,e of the aTTangement efat1 e-Jtis-t,i-eg ~t -er ~c-&l ,~iM,o,f 
aey--legal-f)Mrele-flandor r~ legaUy·l'mHdable lot. An apr:,~ieatioR for reooefigum~ioo 
m~1 inelude a subdivisiaR~ a lot liRe adjustment~ a boundary )h=}e adjustment, a replatting 
request1 or a reiw·foioa af a:erea.ge lo iflefea.se aensit;i-~ 

RHDEV~LOPMEW'l' 'l'MpreeessofaeH:iloping 1aAd which is or has beetl de¥e~oped. 
For purposes of implementing specific provjsions e~~~,- "rede-velo-pm-et1~ 
~r-AeW--OeY~Hte:Rtt-faeans-a-iiev-elopa1ei1t adiv4ty ~bat takes, pla-ee-OH- p!c()p0R3/ 
with prede:;elopment imper;riousA:ess (in Intensely Developed Areas) or lot emcemge (iA 
1-imited DevelopmeRt Areas a11d Resm:trce ConservatioA Areas) oflS~tfi or·grea.ter. 

RRFORESTA=flON The establishmeAt ~3f a feresHhreugil- artift-0ial,·i'ept00\Ji,,~ 
tlaaH1ll r,egeMr:atien:. 

RESOORCR~".QWSURVATION A-REA··· Aa area that is oham01eri~d a;' nah1Fe 
dominated enYir0nments, sueh as wetlands, !JUrface waler, forents, anEi open t,paee; and 
resource based activities, such as agriouhl:ffe, forest:ry, t1~,,,e.r fKJUtK-~ur~~ 
CenserYation Areas, inch.ide -areas with a housing densit;: of less thar1 one eweUi~f:}ef-fi-ve 
~ 

RUSOUR{'.:£ llTIL-1;?:;AT-l~'\J---At;.::f:~V-f'rIES ARy aRa all aetiYitie6 a:ssoeia~ee vw<ith the 
utilh!aUea ,,f natural resources such as agrie1:ilh:tre1c ferestr-y;- sur-faee 1ntn¼ttg;-aftU&OOHl1~ftd 
fisheri-es-ae-twtties .. 

R ESTORA'flO~; The a.et of rett.1ming a site-or-ar~ to- a11origiaal-state or any action that 
reestill!H-i-shes--aU ,e.r a penion ,efthe-,e€,alegre-al-straeture and ftrnctiofls of a site OF aFea. 

RIPARIAN- HABITAT A habitat that is-,stfef!tgly !Hflaeneea by water and wkiclt occurs 
adjaoeAt to streams, shorelines, and ·Netlands. 

ROAD 

A.--A-jmb-14-e thor-eughfa1:e-uneer the JurisElietiaR of the State~ a eou11ty, ct muHioipal 
(;:(lff)OratioA~ or any other public body, 
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B-.---11R:ead" eeesnet ~eelude a drive aisle or drive'.vay. 

SHORe eRG-sIGNPRQTECTION \VORKS Those structures or measures coMtrueted or 
iRstalled to prevent or minimize ero~iion oflhe-mter·eline lfl the Gr-if:.i.ea-1-Area:: 

SIGNIFICANTLY iiRODING ARRAS Areas lhat erode two feet or more 

per )1ear. SMALL SHRUB A shn!b that, when matufe-;-,r,eaehe1:Ht,heig~ 

greater titafl: six feet. 

SPE<::-lES-IN NeED o~· CONSERVATION Those fish and v;Hdlife iNhose continued 
e;Mtintenee as part of the !Hate's refmurees ar~ la -Et~ien aoo ·whielt may ··he ,aesignated ,by 
regmat-ion-by-the-f)epartment--ef-Na-tural Resources as iR Reed of c0Rsen1atioR pursuant to 
the r~uirements-e-f Natt1Hd Resourees Article~ 
§§ 10 2/\. 06 and 4 2A 03; Am~ota~ed Ceae 

of Maryhtfld. STEEP SbGPES Slop-es -ef 

l i¾or-gr-eater iHeHfre; 

8TRCCTU RE Bufl ding er eottstraeti 011 materta~et>fftbination-t~l:OSe mat-eria!s 
that ar~ putpose~y assembletl or joifl&i together~ er ever t-anti or,water~ruetl:lre11 

in€.tudesatempora~ ptllrmaRtM=tt fixed or floating pier, piling, dech:l V♦'aJlnvay; dv;elling~ 
euHdiRg, beataouse~ platform, gaaebo, Of shelter for the purpo~,e of mariAe aeeess,: 
n evigati on, vlorking; eating, sl~iag, er -reer-eafi-ag~ 

SUBS+A~HIAt i\b+l!:RATU}N Any -repair~ -f-eceflstructioa, ,er·-ttnjlffi~,emeRt -ef .. a 
pri-ncipat struemre~ wh:efe d:te proposed footprint equals or exceeds 50% of the eKfodng 
prineipal s-trnoture. 

THINNING /", forest praedoe \:Jsed to-ae~-e--tr,ee. grewdi of t1ual-tty trees- +11 the 
s~t--i~al ~f-t+mtt 

+HREA.'.J:EWE9 SP.€{."'leS .... Aey-spedes of fiSfl; :vlildl-ife, or plants desi gnatecl as saeh 
l:ly reg-tdatieR ll~· the Oepartme11t t'1f Natural Resources that appear likely, .. ,..ltkin--the 
foreseeable future, to become 
eAef¼flgered, iaeh.1:aing-atty -spec-ies•-e.f w~l4J1fe•-or -pl-ant·--determiuea ,e. ee. e 11d1reale:nedjj 
species ·pHrsuaat ,te-the Federal EndaRgeFed Speeies /\et, 16 U.8.C. § 1431 et seq., as 
a:monde~. 

+QPGGRAPM\' The existing configuration of the earth's s1:1rf&ee including the feh1:liYe 

relief, elevationj ar-td posmoa of--raRti4eah.~re.!".r.· 

TRA.NSITIONAL HABHA+ A plant-c-e,mtnun#y--wh&se-s~'4esareooapteatothe.dwer"5e 
and· ,·a-rying eavironniemal -eoneit-iens--t~¼at eeoor-ale-ng the boonaary that sepamtes aquatic and 
telTe&trial M-ea5-:-

'fR-ANSP.(;}R TATJ0N- -Fl•~CI LITle8 AaythiHg that is built, installed, or established to 
~meaRs of transport from one place 10 another. 

+&l~l·,RY STREAM A perennial stream or intennHtent stream withiA the Critieal 
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Area that has eeen identified by site inspection or in accordance with loeal ordinance 
procedures approved by the Critieal Area Commission. 

UNDERSTORY The layer of forest vegetation t:,·pieally loeated underneath the forest 

canepy. UNDERSTORY +REB A. tree that, when mature, reaehes a height between 

12 and 35 feet. 

UNWl\.RRANTED HARDSHIP Without-a variaHee, an applioant 'Nould be denied 
reasonable and significant use of the entire pareel or lot fur which the ¥ariance is requested. 

UPLAND BOUNDARY The landvlard edge ofa tidal lt1f!etland or nontidal •.vetland. 

UTILITY TRA~lSMISSION FACILITIES Fixed struetures that eonve~' or distribute 
resources, wastes, er both, including but not limited to eleetrical liHes, water eonduits and 
sewer lines. 

WATER BASED AQUACULTURE The raising of fish and shellfish in any natural, 
open, free flowiRg water body. 

WATER DEPENDENT FACILITIES Those struetures or 1works associated \vith 
industrial, maritime, recreational, educational, or fisheries activities that require location at 
or near the shoreline ,,,,rithin the buffer. An activity is water dependent if it eannot exist 
outside the buffer and is dependent on the 'Nater by reason of the intrinsic nature of its 
operation. Such activities include, but are not limited to, ports> the intake and outfall 
struct1:1res of power plants, water use inc.iustries, mariHas aAd other boat docking structures, 
public beaches and other public water oriented recreation areas, and fisheries activities. 

WATE!RFOWL Birds that frequeat and often s1+Yim in water, aest aAd raise their young 
near vrater, and derive at least part of their food from BEJl:latic plants and animals. 

WATeR USE INDUSTRY An industry that requires location near the shoreline 
because it utili2es surface waters for cooling or other internal 13urposes. 

WILDLIFE CORRIDOR A strip of land ha11ing vegetation that pFOYides habitat aRd 
safe passage for wildlife. 

WILDLIFE HABITAT Those plant communities and physiographic features that 
provide fooe, water, coyer, and nesting areas, as well as foraging and feeding conditions 
necessary to maintain pop1:1latiens ef aaimals in the Critical i\.rea. 

§ 72-1. Purpose; applicability; maps; area classifications; general requirements. 

A. Goals. This chapter shall be known as the Snow Hill Critical Area Ordinance. The goals 
of the Snow Hill Critical Area Ordinance are to accomplish the following: 

(1) Minimize adverse impacts on water quality that result from pollutants that are 
discharged from structures or run off from surrounding lands; 

(2) Conserve fish, wildlife, and plant habitat; 
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(3) Establish land use policies for development in the Critical Area which accommodate 
growth as well as address the environmental impacts that the number, movement, and 
activities of people may have on the area: 

( 4) Reduce vulnerability to the impacts of climate change and incorporate measures to 
improve the climate resiliency of the Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays and its 
three tributaries; and 

(5) Ensure an equitable distribution of the burdens and benefits of development, 
mitigation. restoration, conservation and adaptation to climate change within the 
Critical Area. 

B. The Snow Hill Critical Area Program. 

(I) The Town adopted its Critical Area Program (''Program") on December 12, 1989. 
The Program consists of this chapter. the Town of Snow Hill Zoning Code, 1 the 
Official Critical Area map(s), and any other related provisions within the Town's 
ordinances. 

(2) Notwithstanding any provision in this chapter. or the lack of a provision in this 
ordinance. all of the requirements of Natural Resources Article 8-180 I through 8-
1817 of the Annotated Code of Maryland and COMAR Title 27 shall apply to and be 
applied by the Town as minimum standards for the Program. 

(3) In the case of conflicting provisions, the more restrictive provisions apply. 

C. Regulated activities and applicability. 

(1) The Town's Program and this chapter shall be implemented and enforced by the 
Town Director of Planning, Zoning and Building. This includes but is not limited to, 
development or redevelopment, grading, sediment and erosion control, timber 
harvesting, shoreline erosion control, installation of a septic system and drain field, 
operation of a waste collection or disposal facility, operation of a commercial or 
private marina or other water-related commercial or industrial operations (whether 
public or private), mining (whether surface or subsurface) or quarrying, fanning or 
other agriculture-related activities shall have such permits or licenses issued by the 
designated local approving authority after review to determine compliance with the 
Snow Hill Critical Area Ordinance. 

(2) The Director of Planning, Zoning, and Building shall review a permit, license, or 
other authorization for a development or redevelopment activity in the Critical Area 
for compliance with this chapter prior to issuance of that permit or license. 

1 . Editor1s Note: See Ch. 200, Zoning 
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(3) Should an infraction of the provisions contained in any law, regulation. or plan.related 
to the Town's Program be brought to the attention of any Town official. said official 
shall cqnt~ct the Director of Planning. Zoning. and Building. 

D. Critical Area Overlay Di~~fi~t Map. 

0) The Official Critical AreaOveday District Map is maintained_Ln forg~ f!S part of the 
Official Zoning Map for Snow Hill. The Official Critical Area Overlay District Map 
delineates the extent qf the Critical Are~ that shall inc;;lude: 

{a) AH waters of ~nd lands under the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries to the head of 
tic:le.~nd all state and private wetlands designated under Title 16 of the Environment 
Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland; and 

(b) All land and water ~r~~s within 1~900 feet be.yond the l~IJdw~_rd bmuJda,.ries of state 
QI Jlriv.atre wetla,ncl~L f!nd the heads of tides designated under Title 16 of the 
;Environment J\rticle _of the Annotated Code of Maryland. 

(2) Withi11 the designated Official_ Critical Area 0verlav District. all land withinJhe 
original Critical Area boundaQ' sb&IL b~ c1,ssi,gp~g on~ .of the followi.n_g_ Ji!DQ 
management and g~velo,pmient_ar~_a_c,la~~ifi.£.atiQn.du1~_(;!_d on land uses and development 
in existence OIJ 0~,c;ember 1. 1985: 

(a) Intensely Developed Area ("IDA''). 

(Ri.Li111i_ted Development Area (''LOA"). 

('c) Resource Conservation Area ("RCA''). 

(3) On September 3. 2014.. the Critical Area Overlap Boundary was updated in a9_9oniance 
with COMAR 27 .O 1.1 L Newly_jncluded areas w~re assigned a land clas~iJi,c@Jion 
based on land use and dev~lopm~nt ..in~~i~!enc~ onJh~t!l.~te .. 

(4) TheCri_tical Area Qv~r.lay District Map· mav be amended by the Mayor and Town 
GoutJ,~iL in_ compliance with amendment provisions in this chapter, the Maryland 
Critical Area Law, COMAR Title 27. and other applicable provisions of the Town 
Code. 

E. Notification of project approval. The Town ~h~H..§e.Jfd cq,pies of ;3.ppHcations for all 
developments, subdivisions, and site plans wholly or partially within the Critical Area. as 
specified in COMAR 27.03.01 .04 to the Commission for review and comment. 

(1) The Town may not pi:gcess an application that has been sent to the Commission for 
notification unt_il it has receiyed nQti&f.t of rnceip:t_b,y_the Commission. 

(2) Any action by the Town in violation_9.f_these pro,c_e_d_u.~-~J?h<1ll_J?~_yQJ<t 

F. General requirements in ~U CriticalArea, The followi11_ggeneralr,equJre111ents ar;mly to 
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development within all three Critical Area Overlay Zones {lmensely Developed Area, 
Limited Development Area. and Resource Conserv,at,ion Area): 

{I) Developro~nt and redevelopment shall be subject to the habitat protection area 
ft'!qttirements pr_escribed in this chapter. 

(2) Development and redevelopment shall be subjiect to the wateN;!,g.?endent facilities 
requirements of this chapter. 

(3) The Town shall maintain areas of public access to the shoreline, and •. if posslble, 
encourage the establishment of additional areas of shoreline access for publj9 use,, 
such as foot paths, scenic drives,, and other public recrea,tion.._~1 facilities, 

l41Pevelopment shall comply with the following State statutes and regulations. 
including: 

(a) For soil ~rnsipn and sediment control,,, mana,gem~nt measures shall be consistent 
withJhe requirements of EnvironwentArticle,._§_§4-1_01 ~ 4-1 I 6, Annotated Code 
of Maryland, and COMAR 26.17.01; 

(b) For stonnw~n~r runoff. stonnwater management measures shall be consistent with 
the t~t1jrements of Environment ;\rtide,, §§,f-201-. 4-215, Annotated Code of 
Maryland. and COMAR 26.J 7-0:Z~ 

( c) For shore t:lrosion, shoreline stabilization measures shall be consist~ntwith the 
requir~OJynts of Environment Article. Title I 6, Annotated Code of Maryland, and 
~-OMAR 26.24.04; and 

(d) Any other applicable State statute or regulatiqt). 

(5) A development activity or facilitv may not be authorized in the Critical Area if, by its 
intrinsic nature, the activity or facilitv has the potential to cause an adverse effect on 
water qualityt wild.life, or fish h~.blta.t or plant habitat. unless: 

(a) For an activity or facility such as non-maritime heavy industr:y:, 

(i) lt is located within an intensely developed area; 

(ii) It fully complies with all requirements under §72-7 of this chapter; and 

(iii) The owner or operator of the activity or facility demonstrates to all 
~.,pj?licable State and local ag~ncies that t.here will be a net improvement in 
water gualityJ9 the adjacent body 9fwater~ or 

(b) For an activity or facility such as a sanitary landfill or a solid or hazardous waste 
coUection or disposal facility: 
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(i) There is no environmentally acceptable altemative outside the Critical Area; 
and 

(ii) The activity or facility is necessary in order to correct a water quality or 
wastewater management problem. 

(6) A transportation facility or a utility transmission facility or activity may not be 
authorized in the Critical Area, unless it is: 

(a) A facility that serves a use identified under the Program; 

(b) A linear regional or interstate transportation facility that must cross tidal waters; or 

(c) A linear regional or interstate utility transmission facility that must cross tidal 
waters. 

(7) A permanent sludge handling, storage, or disposal activity or facility may not be 
authorized in the Critical Area, unless: 

(a) The activity or facility is associated with a wastewater treatment facility; or 

(b) In accordance with an approved nutrient manag~mentpl~n_µnder Agriculture 
Article. Title 8. Subtitle 8, Annotated Code of Maryl~nc\,and.COMARJ~.2Q.,04 
and COMAR 15.20.06 -- .08 .. sludge is applied on agricultµralJand that is not in 
the buffer. 

(8) Roads. bridges, and utilities are prohibited in a habitat protection ~rea unless no 
feasible alternative ~~ig~ If~ .rna4~ bridge or utility is authorized the design. 
construction and maintmance shall_: 

( a) Provide maximum erosion protection; 

(b} MiQimize negativeimp~cts on wildliJ~. aquatic life and their habitats; and 

(c) Maintain hydrologic processes and water quality•. 

(9) Developrpent activities that cross or affect a_§J~e_am are prohibited unless there is no 
f.~~sible alteroatiye. All development activities that must cross or affect streams shall 
be de§igned to: 

(a) Reduce increases in flood frequency and severity_t\ult are attri_buta,ble_ tQ 
development; 

(g) Retain_tr_e_~J::.a:nopy so as to maintain stream water temperature within nonnal 
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variation; 

{£) Provicl_t!_anatural sµbst~at~Jor ~tream beds: and 

(d) Minimize adverse water quality and quantity impacts of stormwater. 

(1 Q) R~asonable accommodations for the neeQ~ of disabled citizens shall be prQcessed as 
follows:_ 

{a) .. An apnH9~.PL~~ek,in,g .. re.hefJrom.thi$ chapter in .orcier to accommo4a.te= the 
t~f:l.~cmabl~ ne~.d~ .. of dis~Ql~µ __ c:itizens shall have the burden of demon~trc1.Jing._by.a 
preponderance of evidence. the following: 

(i) The relief from the Critical Area standards sought by the applicant will benefit 
l?~t~9n(s). with a disabilJty within the meaning of the AmeriC[l!J§.~~jth 
Di~a,bilities Act ("ADA") and related federal regµlations; 

(ii') Strict and literal enforcement gf the J?rovisions of tl1is cha,.n~~r would violate 
th~ ADA or deprive a di~abl~g resident or user_ of th_~_r_e'1s9nable 1Jse and 
enjoyment of the property; 

(iii) A reasonable accommodation would restore the disabled resident's or user's 
reasonable use or enjoyment of the propert~ 

(j y)_Th~. ~ccornmoqati9n reqq~sted will not substantially impair the _p!l.f!'-QS~" 
intent, __ Q.L~fft:~t_pf.. th~JJJ:.o:visions of this chapter as applied to the property_; 
and 

(v) The accomrnodatio11 .. would be envfron.mentally J}eutral with no greater 
r.it::gflt_iye im,Pa,Gtcm~h~~pv.irnnment th(,1_11Jh~Jit~n1l_enfpn;en1ent of the sJatut_e" 
prdiu11o~e.,,x.~gul~tionor9tlwr requireme~t; or would allow only the minimY..IJJ 
environmental changes necessary to address the needs resulting from the 
particular disability of the applicantlappellant. 

(b} An applicant seeking relief from this chapter in order to accommodate the 
reasonable needs of disabled citizens sh_aJl submit a written r~qµ~stfor such relief 
~o the Town. Tbe SoarcLof Zoning, Ap_p:~<11s shall,_ aft~L~J15!arjng,_ getennin~ the 
nature fi,IJ_Q. sco__p_epJ_any_ac_cQIJlDJOdation or relief from the Critical Area Ordinance 
to be afforded to an applicant pursuant to this subsection and may award different 
or other relief than requested after giving due regard to the purpose. intent. or effect 
of the applicable provisions of this chapter. The Board of Zoning Appeals may also 
consider the size, location, and .. type of f!£~ommqd1:1ti9n J2roposed and whether 
gilt~ma.JiY~.S. ~i~t which accommodat~Jh.~ n~~d with l~ss. advers~ eff ~£t 

{c) The 80.ard of Zoning A,ppc;als. reqµi.r.~~1 as a condition oC~p»,rov~l~ that upon 
tenninatioQ_ofth~n~GgJQL<l~c;ommodtttiC>ri,that the property be restored to corgpJ_y 
with all applicable provisions of this chapter. Appropriate bonds maybe collected 
or liens placed in order to ensure Snow Hill's ability to restore the property should 
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the applicant fail to do so. 

§ 72-2. Intensely Developed Areas. 

A. For all development activities in the Intensely Developed Areas. the applicant shall 
identify any environmental or natural feature described below and meet all of the following 
standards: 

(I) ID As include areas where residential, commercial. institutional, and/or industrial 
development uses predominate and where relatively little natural habitat occurs. At 
the time of the initial mapping, these areas shall have had at least one of the following 
features: 

(a) Housing density equal to or greater than four dwelling units per acre; 

(b) Industrial, institutional, or commercial uses are concentrated in the area; or 

(c) Public sewer and water collection and distribution systems are currently serving 
the area and housing density is greater than three dwelling units per acre. 

(2) In addition, ID As shall be located in an area of at least 20 adjacent acres or that entire 
upland portion of the Critical Area within the boundary of the Town, whichever is less, 
or it is a growth allocation and is consistent with § 72-7. 

(3) Land use activities within the IDA will be managed in accordance with the land use 
policies of COMAR 27.01 .02.03. 

( 4) The Town shall develop a strategy to reduce the impacts on water quality generated 
by existing development. This shall include an assessment of water quality and 
impacts to biological resources prompted by community redevelopment plans and 
programs and may further include a public education program, the implementation of 
urban best management practices, and the use of such techniques as urban forestry 
programs, street tree plantings, gardens. and open land buffer plantings. 

,·s1 Development activities.~haUJ>e clesigned aqg __ !mpJ~mented to minimize destruction of 
forest and woodland vegetation'. 

HD All dey:t!]Qptrt~nt~nd_[edevelopment activities shall inclyd~ _st,9rmwatt;!f mana,g~m~nt 
technologies that reduce pollutant loadings by at least 10% below the level of 
pollution on the site prior to development or redevelopment as provided in Critical 
Area 1 O~'o Rule Guidance Manual Fall 2003 and as may be subsequently amended. 

(7} New, expanded or ~~d.@v~lo,ped industri~l or poJ:1-relat~d facilities and the replacenwn! 
ofthes~ facilitie& 1n13-y 1:>e. .P~1J11itted only in those _portipns of IO As th~t,h<1ve l:>een 
g_~~ignr:it~.d .. ~.~-Modified Buffer Areas ("MBAs"). 
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§ 72-3. Limited Development Areas. 

A. For all. development activities in the Limited Develqpmen.t Areas. the applicant. shall 
identHY any environmen.tal_Qr_(l~tµrnL[e_~t!Jte describ~d below, and shall meet all of the 
following standards: 

0) LQt.,s are those areas that are currently developed in low or moderate intensity uses. 
They alsq .CQJltain areas of natural plant and animal habitats. The quality of runoff 
from th~s.e areas has not been sub~tantially alten~d 9.r_impaired. At the time of the 
initial mapping~Jh.ese are'1s sh11-U have had at least one of the following features: 

~lJ:lousing density.rnngingJrQPJ one dwelling unit per five acres up to four dwelling 
µnits per acre; 

(hl Areas not dominated bv agricultural, wetland. forest, ba11en land, _ _qp~n watet.,_9f 
open space: 

(cJ Areas meeting__tbe_£Q_11qitions of Intensely Developed Area but compromising less 
lhan 20 acres; or 

(d) Areas having public sewer or public water, or both. 

(2) Land use activities within the LOA will beJn~paged in accorda.119_e with the land use 
policies of COMAR 27.01.02.04. 

(a) If there is a wildlife corridor system identified ~yJhe WildlifeJf~ritage Service on 
or nearJhe si.te which can be enhanced py :;tdc,li,tional plantings. the applicant shall 
inc9.rpgr~t~ a wildHfe corridor system that connects the largest undeveloped or most 
vegetative tracts of land within and adjacent to the site in order to provide 
continuity of existing wildlife and plant habitats with offsiteJ1abit~ts. The wildlife 
corridor system may include habitat protection areas identifi~d in this chapter., 
Snow ijiU shall ensure the maintenance of the wiJ5,ilife corridors by reguiring the 
~stablishme.nt of cop.§.~rv~~ion .. easements~ r~strictive covenants. or similar 
jpstruments approved by the Town Attorney through which. the corridor. is 
preserved by public or private groups, including homeowners' associations., nature 
trusts and other organizations, if present. 

(3) Development on slopes 15% or greater.,,_~~.m~a,sured befo:r:~_,q~velopment. shall be 
prohibited unless the project is the only effective way to maintain or improve the 
~tflbiHty of the slQJl~_cing is consjite11t with the policies and standards for LDAs. 

{4) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection. for stonnwater runoff. lot coverage is 
limited to 15%:, of a lot or parcel or any portions of a lot or pa:rn~Lthat am cl~signat~d 
LDA. 

(a) If a parcel or lqJ of 1/2 acre. orJ~~jn si:2:eJ~xi.!>ted on QLQ(;Jore December l, 1985, 
theJJ lot coverage is limited t9 25% of the ,par<;eLor lot. 

(b1 J( ~ parcel or lot greater than 1 /2 acre and less than one acre in size existed on or 
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before December 1. 1985. then lot coverage is limited to J 5% of the pf!rcel or l9J'.. 

(c) If an individual lot one acre or less in size is part of a subdivision approved after 
December l, 1985, then lot coverage may exceed 15%. of the individual lot; 
however. the t9tal lot coverage for the entire subdivision may not exceed 15°/o. 

{d) Lot coverage limits provided in Subsection (a) al\4 (l?}, -~bgy~_may be exceeded. 
uoon findings by the Planning C9.m_mission or its designee that the following 
conditio_ns ~~ist:. 

(i) The lot or parcel is legally nonconforming, A lot or parcelJegall_y d~veJ9_p~q 
as of July 1. 2008, may b~ considered le,gaJly noncon_fonningJQIJhe purpose~ 
of lot coverc1.ge req11ircmcnts in the Critical Area. 

(ii) Lot coverage associated with new development activities on the property 
have been minimized. 

{iii) For a lot or parceJ.J/2 acre Qr less in~jz~, total lot coverage does IJQL~x,~e(;!d 
the lotcov~r.1g~Jim.it~JrLSµbsection (a} by more than 25%, or 500 square feet. 
whichever is greater. 

(iv} For a lot or parcel greater than I /2 acre and less than one acre in size. total lot 
coverage does not exceed theJ_Qt coverag~ limits i_n Subsection (b) abov~ or 
~,,,445 sqt1are fe~t,- whichever is,gJ.§JtJer. 

Ly) The following table summarizes the limits set forth in Subsections 
(i)through {iv) above: 

Table -Lot Coverage Limits 

Lot/Parcel Size {Sguare Feet} Lot Coverage Limit 
0- 8l000 25% of 12arcel + 500 sguare 

feet 
8!001 -21! 780 31.25% of Qarcel 

211781 36)00 5l445 sguare feet 
36l30 I 43l560 15% of Qarcel 

(e) For the pumoses of calculating limitations on lot coverage: 

(i) When a site is mapped entirely as LOA, the lot coverage limit is based on the 
entire site area: and 

(ii) When a QOrtion of a lot or parcel is mapped as LOA. lot coverage limit is 
based on the area of the LDA. 

(f) The Planning Commission may allow an applicant to exceed the limits established 
in subsection (d) above by 500 square feet for development that uses the following 
pervious materials: 
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(i} __ P.~oneable pavers; or 

(ii) Pervious concrete. 

{.&} If the Planning Commission or its designee makes the findings set forth in 
Subsection ( d) above and authorizes an applicant to use the lot coverage limits set 
forth in that subsection, th~ applicant shall: 

(i) Demonst~~te that waJer__qm1lity impacts JlSSQJ~ia.t~.~ with runoff from the 
~eveloprnent activities that contribute to lot coverage have been minimized 
through site design considerations or the use of best management practices to 
improve water quality; 

(ii) Provide on-,site mitigation inthe_fQrm ofplantiµgs to.offse!tpotential adverse 
:water qualitLimpacts from the development activities resulting in new lot 
9overage. The plantings shall be equal to two (2) times the area of the 
develonment activity; and 

(iii) If the applicant c~rmot p,rovide apptQpri~te sto.nnw~t~r treatm~nl~<!nd 
planting~ due to sJte C:Ql1~trnint~, then the '1.m:~licant shall ptty a fee to the Town 
inlieµ.of performing the on~site mitigation. The amount of the fee shall be 
$1.50 per square foot of the required mitigation. 

($):The alteration of for_est and developed woodlands shall be restricted and shall be 
.llJ,itig~\ed as follows: 

(a) The total acreage in forest and developed woodlands within theTown in th~ Critical 
Area shall be maintained Qr pr~f~rat>ly incr.easec;l. 

(bJAll forests and _~eveloped woodlands that are allowed to be cleared or developed 
shall be replaced in the Critical Area on not less than an equal area basis. 

( c) If an applicant is authorized to clear more than 20 percent (20~"o) of a forest or 
developed woodlands on a Jot or p~rc~l~Jh~- ~ppHcant shall re,pla.c~ the Jq[eS..tfil 
developed woodla~ds at 1.5 ti111_~s _th~ ~r~c1l ext(;.QLJ>f the forest or developed 
woog,l!inct~ clear.eel_~ in~Jµ_qjngJhe first 20 percent {20~,i.) of the forest or developed 
woodlands _c.l~ared. 

(d) An anplicant may not clear more than 30 percent (30%) of a forest or deyel_o_ped 
woodlands on a lot or parceL unless the Board of Appeals grants a. variaqce_, and 
the applicant replaces forest or developed woodl~n.9.~-~t a ra.t~_.QfJJm~e times th.s: 
areal extent of the forest or deyeloped woodlands cle'1red, 

{e) If ~n applicant is_Jrnthorized to clear any percentage of forest or developed 
:wood,lands associated with a subdivision or a site plan approval. the remaining 
percentage shall be maintained through recorded. restrictive covenants or simila~ 
instruments approved by Snow Hill. 
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(6) The applicant shall ensure that any plantings that die within 24 mqnths of in~taJlatiQD 
shall b~nmlaced. Ap~rformarl~ bon.c:l in~an~JTIQtJ.nt ~etennined by Snow Hill shall be 
posted to assuz::~--~atisfactory replacement as required in Subsection (5) above and plant 
~urvi_val. 

{7) A permit is issued by Snow Hill before forest or developed woodlands is cleared. 
Clearing forests and developed woodlands before obtaining a Snow Hill pennitjs a 
violation; any forest~.and developed woodlands cleared before obtaining a Snow Hill 
~r:mit .. shall b~ r~planted at three times the areal extent of the cleared forest ox 
developed woodlands. 

(8) Clearing of forest or developed woodlands that exceed the maximum area allowed in 
Subsection (5) above shall be replanted at three times theJ!re~l e:,xtent of the clear~d, 
fon;st or developedwoodlands. 

(9) Ifth~-~real extent of the site limits the application of the reforestation standards. as 
determined by GIS. in this section, the applicant mav be allowed to plant off site or 
pav a fee in Heu of planting at a rate of$1.50 per square foot. 

(J0ll.fno forest is _es.talJU~Jieq_9nproposed development sites~ tb~:Se sites shall be planted to 
provi9~ a for.e,§LQLqev~IQllC9 woodl~nds cover of 9l le@~U 5 percent ( 15% ). 

('a) The applicant shall designate,. subject to the approval of the Town. a new forest area 
on a part of the site not forested; and 

(b) The afforested area shall be maintained as forest cover through easements. 
restrictive covenants or other protective instruments approved by the Town 
Attorney. 

(11) New, expanded or redeveloped industrial facilities may only be pennitted in LDA if 
such a use is pennitted in the underlying zoning district and provided such facilities 
meet all reguirements for development in the LDA. 

§ 72-4. Resource Conservation Areas. 

A. For all development activities and resource utilization in the Resource Conservation Areas 
("RCAs"), the applicant shall meet all of the following standards: 

(1) RCAs are those areas characterized by nature dominated environments (wetlands. 
forests, abandoned fields) and resource utilization activities (agriculture, forestry, 
fisheries activities, or aquaculture}. These areas shall have at least one of the 
following features: (a) Density is less than one dwelling unit per 5 acres; or (b) 
Dominant land use is in agriculture, wetland, forest, barren land, surface water. or 
open space. 

(2) Land use activities within the RCA will be managed in accordance with the land use 
policies of COMAR 27.01 .02.05. 
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(3) IJ~y~elopment ~~tivitv within the RCAs shall be consistent with the requirements and 
standards for LDAs as specifiedj11 COMAR 27.01.02.04 and this chapter. 

(a) Calculating limitations on lot co.Y.erage!t is as follows: 

(i) When a site is mapped entirelv as RCA, lot coverage is based on the entire 
site area; and 

(ii) When a portion of a lot or parcel is mapped as RCA. lot coverage is based 
on the area of the RCA. 

{~1.1~.t!_tJQ u.se manag~m~nt~rncti~es shall be con.sis.tent with the policies and criteria for 
the h~bitµ.t_prot~c·tion area.p_i:ovisions of this chapter. 

(5) Land within the RCA mav be developed for residential uses at a density not to exceed 
one dwelling unit per 20 acres. 

(§l p~nsjJy! 

{a) Land within the RCA may be developed for residential uses at a density not to 
exceed one dwelling unit per 20 acres. A local iurisdi~tion may not authorize a 
variance to the maximum densitv oJ _one dwelling unitper 20 acres. In calculating 
the I ~in .. 20- acre densjty of devylopmentthat is p~rm,jtte_q_o_nJ1_pc1re_elJoc:~t-~d wit.hin 
the RCA.t the Town: 

(i) Shall count each dwelling unit; and 

ffi) Mav only permitthearea ofa,,pyprivate wethm4~J.Q£~tyO. on .t.h~_p1:opet1y to 
be included under the following conditions when using transfer of 
developrnent rights ;;ip_d 

A. The density of development on the upland portion of the parcel may not 
exceed one dwelling unit per eight acres; anq 

B. The arna"_o(»rivate wedands shall be field delineated when ~e_n:if:ring 
devel2nm~11trights for transfer. 

('b) One additional dwelling unit (accessory dwelling unit) as part of a primary dwelling 
unit may be permitted in the Resource Conservation Area provided the additional 
dwelling unit does not require a variance to any Critical Area development 
standards; and 

ill Is located within the primary dwellinJi µnit or it& ~ntire ,p~rimeter is within 
100 feet. of th~ Pri.mar:y dwelling uniL~nd does not exceed 900 sg_µare feet in 
tot.aLe11closed areas; Pt 

fii) ls located within the primary dwelling unit and by its construction. does not 
increase the amount oflot coverage already attributed to the primary dwelling 
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unit by greater than 900 square feet. 

(c) An additional dwelling unit meeting all of the provisions of this section may not be 
subdivided or conveyed separately from the primary dwel1ing unit. 

(7) Nothing in this section shall limit the ability of a participant in any agricultural 
easement program to convey real property impressed with such an easement to family 
members provided that no such conveyance will result in a density greater than one 
dwelling unit per 20 acres. 

§ 72-5. Land use and density. 

A. Permitted uses: Pennitted uses in the Critical Area shall be limited to those uses allowed 
by the underlying zoning classification as modified by Table A and the supplemental use 
standards in § 72-6, provided such uses meet all standards established by the Critical Area 
Overlay District. 
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Table A 

Land Use 

Management 

Designation 
Item Use Description IDA LDA RCA 
1.00 Residential 
1.10 Accessory dwelling unit p p PC 
2.00 Institutional 
2.10 Existing institutional uses p p PC 
2.20 New institutional uses p p NP 
2.30 Cemetery p p PC 
2.40 Group home p p PC 

2.50 Day care p p PC 
3.00 Commercial 
3.10 Existing commercial uses p p PC 

3.20 New commercial uses p p NP 
3.30 Home occupation p p PC 

3.40 Bed-and-breakfast facility p p PC 

Maritime/water 
4.00 dependent 

Expansion of existing 
4.10 commercial marinas p p PC 

4.20 New marina, commercial p p NP 
Community piers and 
noncommercial boat docking 

4.30 and storage p p PC 
Public beaches and public 
water-oriented recreational 

4.40 and educational areas p p PC 

4.50 Research areas p p PC 

4.60 Fisheries activities p p p 

4.70 Structures on piers PC PC PC 
4.80 Private pier p p p 

5.00 Recreation 
5.10 Golf course p p PC 

6.00 Industrial 
6.10 Existing industrial uses p p PC 
6.20 New industrial uses PC PC NP 
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B. 

Land Use 

Management 

Designation 
Item Use Description IDA LDA RCA 

N onNmaritime heavy 
6.30 industry PC NP NP 

Transportation/parking/ 

7.00 communications/utilities 
7.10 Utility transmission facilities PC PC PC 
8.00 Public/quasi .. public 
8.10 Sanitary landfill; rubble fill PC PC PC 

Solid or hazardous waste 
collection or disposal 

8.20 facilities PC PC PC 
8.30 Sludge facilities PC PC PC 
9.00 Other (Reserved) 

Maximum Qermitted density. 

O) The maximum pennitted density in the Town Cr:itJcal Area shall be as shown in Table 

!llil 

Table B(1) 

Maximum Residential Density (Dwelling Units Per Acre) 
Land Use Management Designation 

IDA LDA RCA 
Density permitted by 

Density permitted by 1 dwelling unit per 
underlying zoning underlying zoning 20 acres 

§ 72-6. Supplemental use standards. 

The following supplemental use standards apply to the pennitted yses listed in Ta,1:>le A above and 
shall apply when the petmitted use is allowed in the underlying zoni9,g"_Q.i§_tri_9J .. 

A. Existing institutional uses. 

(I) Existing institutional facilities. including .those tha,LdJre_cJly_~~Y.P-P_QD_J!g.ticultqre,. 
forestrv, aquaculture or residentiaLci~velqpm~nt ~ha.11 be allowed in RCAs. 

(2) Expan~,.Qn ofexistiqgjnstitqtional facilities and uses in the RCA shall be subject to the 
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nonconforming use provisions of this chapter, the grandfathering provisions in § 72-8, 
and the provisions listed in §200-35 and may require growth allocation. 

8. New institutional uses. 

( l) New institutional facilities and uses, except those specifically listed in Table A, shall 
not be permitted in RCAs. 

(2) Certain institutional uses may be pennitted if allowed in the underlying zoning district 
and if the use complies with all requirements for such uses as provided in the Snow 
Hill Zoning Code. These institutional uses are limited to: 

(a) A cemetery that is an accessory use to an existing church; provided man-made lot 
coverage is limited to 15% of the site or 20,000 square feet, whichever is less; 

(b) A day-care facility in a dwelling where the operators live on the premises and 
there are no more than eight children; 

(c) A group home or assisted-living facility with no more than eight residents; and 

(d) Other similar uses determined by the municipality and approved by the Critical 
Area Commission to be similar to those listed above. 

C. Existing commercial uses. 

( 1) Existing commercial facilities and uses, including those that directly support 
agriculture, forestry, aquaculture or residential development shall be allowed in 
RCAs. 

(2) Expansion of existing commercial facilities and uses in the Resource Conservation Area 
shall be subject to the nonconfonning use provisions of this chapter and the 
grandfathering provisions in §72-8 and may require growth allocation. 

D. New commercial uses. 

( l) New commercial uses, except those specifically listed in Table A, shall not be 
pennitted in RCAs. 

(2) Certain commercial uses may be permitted in the RCA if allowed in the underlying 
zoning district and if the use complies with all requirements for such uses as provided 
in the Snow Hill Zoning Code. These commercial uses are limited to: 

(a) A home occupation as an accessory use on a residential property and as provided 
for in Snow Hill's Zo.niqg Cod5;!; 

(b) A bed-and-breakfast facility located in an existing residential structure and where 
m~al~Jlf~ prepared only for guests staying at the facility; and 

(c) Other uses determined by the municipality and approved by the Critical Area 
Commission by program amendment to Jl~ ~,imil~r to those list~_Q ab_g_ye. 

62 



E. Non-Water Dependent Structures on Piers 

(1) Except as provided in paragraphs (2) and (3) of this subsection and notwithstanding 
any other provisions of the law, the Town may not issue a building permit or any 
other approval to authorize a non-water dependent project located on State or private 
wetlands within the Critical Area. 

(2) The Town may issue a building permit or any other approval to authorize a non-water 
dependent project located on State or private wetlands within the Critical Area if the 
project: 

(a) Involves a commercial activity that is permitted as a secondary or accessory use 
to a permitted primary commercial use; 

(b) Is not located on a pier that is attached to residentially, institutionally, or 
industrially used property; 

( c) Is located in: 

(i) An IDA; or 

(ii) An area that has been excluded from the Program if the exclusion has been 
adopted or approved by the Commission for the Chesapeake and Atlantic 
Coastal Bays; 

(d) Is approved by the Planning Commission after July 8, 2025; 

( e) Allows or enhances public access to State wetlands; 

(t) Does not expand beyond the length, width, or channelward encroachment of the 
pier on which the project is constructed; 

(d) Has a height ofup to 18 feet unless the project is located at a marina; and 

(g) Is up to 1,000 square feet in total area; or 

(h) Is located on a pier that was in existence on or before December 31, 2012; 
and 

(ii) Satisfies all of the requirements under Section (2)(a)-(g) of this paragraph; 
and 

(iii) If applicable, has a temporary or permanent roof structure or covering that is 
up to 1,000 square feet in total area. 

63 



(3) The Town may issue a building permit or other approval to authorize a non-water 
dependent project for a small-scale renewable energy system on a pier located on State 
or private wetlands within the Critical Area if the project: 

(a) Involves the installation or placement of a small-scale renewable energy system 
that is permitted as a secondary or accessory use on a pier that is authorized under 
Title 16 of the Environment Article; 

(b) Is approved by the Planning Commission after July 8, 2025; 

( c) A building pennit or other approval may include the installation or 
placement of: 

(i) A solar energy system attached to a pier of the device or equipment 
associated with that system does not extend more than: 

(A) Four ( 4) feet above or 18 inches below the deck of the pier; or 

(B) One (I) foot beyond the length or width of the pier. 

(ii) A solar energy system attached to a piling if there is only one solar panel 
per boat sllp; • 

(iii) A solar energy system attached to a boathouse roof if the device or 
equipment associated with that system does not extend beyond the length, 
width, or height of the boathouse roof; or 

(iv) A closed-loop geothermal heat exchanger under a pier if the geothermal 
heat exchanger or any associated devices or equipment do not: 

(A) Extend beyond the length, width, or channelward 
encroachment of the pier; 

(B) Deleteriously alter longshore drift; or 

(C) Cause significant individual or cumulative thermal impacts to aquatic 
resources. 

F. Golf course. A golf course, excluding main buildings and/or structures such as the 
clubhouse, pro-shop or parking lot, may be permitted in RCAs, provided: 

(1) Such use is pem1itted in the underlying zoning; and 

(2) Development is in accordance with the official guidance adopted by the Commission 
on August 3, 2005. 
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Ct Existing industrial uses. 

{I) Existing industrial facilities and uses,, including those that directly support agriculture, 
forestry Lqr_aqµaculture~ mav be pennitted in RCAs. 

{2) Expansion of ~,d§.1ing industrial facilities and uses in the RCA shall be subject to th~ 
!1Qnconfonning use provisions of this chapter and the grandf~th,e_rj_ngpJ.9~isions in §72-
8 and may require growth allocatioQ .. 

H. New industrial uses. 

( 1) New industrial uses shall not be.J2t:!J:P1itted in RCAs. 

(2J New_, expaocl~ci or redeveloped industrial facilities may only be permitted in LDAs and 
IDAs if permitted uses in the underlying zoning district. and . .PXQY!4~<:I such facilities 
meet all requirements for develqpm~nt in the LDAs. and.IOAs. 

{3) New. expanded or red_~veloped ir.tµustrial or port-related facilities and the replacement 
gf tb~§~. fa,cili..ties m.a.ll be pennitted only in those portions of ID As that have been 
c:l~sign~tt;d as Modified Buffer Areas. 

L Non-maritime heavy industry. Ng_nwma,ritime heayyj11qµso::y rpay be pennitted if: 

( 1) The site is located in an IPA; and 

(2) The actiyity qr JaciHtyhas demonstrated to all appropriate local and state pennitting 
~gencies J~~Uhere will be a net improvement in water quality to the adjacent bod)'·. of 
water. 

J. Utility transmission facilities. 

( 1) Utility transmission facilities-" ~xcept thos~ IlxC~ssm:y to serve pennitted uses, or where 
regional or interst~_tefaciHtie~ must cross tidal waters. may be pennitted in the Critical 
Area~. provided: 

(a) The facilities are located in IDAs; and 

(b) Only after the activity or facihtyha~deroonstrated to all ap12rnpriate local and state 
permitting agencies th.~t there will...h~-~ net improvement in water quality to the 
adjacent body ___ of water. 

(.f)__These prQvisions do not include power plants. 

Ki_Sanit_an·Jandfill; rnbble fill. 

(I) Sanitro,_lf!!ldfiBs or rubbJ~_jills may not be pennitted in the Critical Area unless no 
environmentc1lly _Jlf.~_eptable alternative exists outside the Critical Area, and. these 
d,yveloJ!ment activities or facilities are needed in order to correct an existing.J,vater 
quality or wastewater management problem. 
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!_2} Existing. permitted facilities shall be subj1ect to the standards and requjr~J!l~l)_!!; _of!h~ 
Department of the Environment. 

L St1lid or hazardous waste collection OJ gisposat facilitie~ .. 

( 1} Solid or hazardous wast~_coUection or disposal facilities1 i11cludjng transfer stations. 
mav not \?e pennitted in th~ Criti_cal Area _unle.~~-no environmentally accep,table 
!!.ltem~tiveJ;::;,cists outside the Critical Area. and these development activities or facilities 
are needed in order to correct an existing water quality or wastewater management 
problem. 

(2) Existing pennitted facilities sJ:ifl:11. b~ s4pje~t to .the standards and requirements of the 
Department .9.fthe Environment 

M. Sludg~ facilities. 

OJ £~rmanent sludge handling, storage and disposal facilities, other than those_.associat~d 
with wastewater treatment facilities may be pennitted in the_QrjJical Are"l provided: 

(a) The facility or activity is located in an IDAs; and 

(b) Only after the activity or facility has demonstrated to all appropriate local and state 
permitting agencies that there will be a net improvement in water quality to the 
adjacent body of water. 

(2) Agricultural or horticultural use of sludge under appropriate approvals when applied by 
an approved method at approved application rates may be pennitted in the Critical 
Area,. except in the one~hundred~foot buffer. 

§ 72-7. Growth allocation. 

A. Growth allocation acreage and deduction. Growth allocation available to the Town 
includes: 

( 1) An area equal to 5% of the RCA acreage located within Snow Hill, and/or; 

{2) Growth allocation available to Snow Hill as provided for by Worcester County. 

B. Process. An applicant shall submit to the Town a complete application for growth 
allocation that complies with the submittal and environmental report requirements of 
COMAR 27.01 .02.06~ 1--.06-2. A Growth Allocation request shall receive a favorable 
recommendation by the Planning Commission prior to submission to the Commission. 
After submission to the Commission, the growth allocation shall be approved by the 
Mayor and Council. 

C. ~equirements. When locating new IDAs or LDAs, the following requirements apply: 

(I) A new IDA shall be at least 20 acres, unless it is adiacent to existing IDA, or in 
accqrd~nce with §72-7(0)(7). and; 
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(a) They are a grandfathered commercial or industrial use, which existed as of 
January 2. 1990. The amount of growth allocation deducted shall be equivalent to 
the area of the entire parcel or parcels subject to the growth allocation request. 

(2) An application for a new IDA or LDA shall be: 

(a) In confonnance with the requirements of COMAR Title 27 Subtitle 01: and 

(b) Designated on the approved Official Critical Area Overlay District Map that is 
submitted as part of its application to the Commission for growth allocation 
approval. 

(3) As part of a growth allocation approved by the Commission, the following shall be 
enforced: 

(a) A buffer management plan; 

(b) A habitat protection plan; and 

(c) Other applicable conditions of approval as detennined by the Commission at the 
time of project approval. 

D. Standards. When locating new IDAs or LDAs, the following standards shall apply: 

(I) Except as may be provided in subsection (7) below, a new IDA shall only be located 
in a LDA or adjacent to an existing IDA. 

(2) Except as may be provided in subsection (7) below, new LDA shall only be located 
adjacent to an existing LDA or an IDA. 

(3) A new LDA or IDA shall be located in a manner that minimizes impacts to habitat 
protection areas as defined herein and in COMAR 27.01.09 and in an area and manner 
that optimizes benefits to water quality. 

( 4) A new IDA shall only be located where it minimizes impacts to the defined land uses 
of the RCA. 

(5) A new IDA or an LOA in an RCA shall be located at least 300 feet beyond the landward 
edge of tidal wetlands or tidal waters, unless Snow Hill proposes and the Commission 
approves alternative measures for enhancement of water quality and habitat that 
provide greater benefits to the resources. 

(6) New Intensely Developed Areas or Limited Development Areas that are to be located 
in Resource Conservation Areas shall confonn to all standards of this chapter for such 
areas, shall be so designated on the Official Critical Area Overlay District Map and 
shall constitute an amendment to this chapter subject to review and recommendation 
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QY..Jh~ Planning Commission. the approval of the Mayor and Council and the Critical 
Area CQtnmission. as provided herein. 

(7) If Snow Hill is unable to utilize a portion of its growth allocation __ a_sJ.~.t out in 
Subsection D( l land (2) above within or adjacent to existing l11tense\y Q_e.y_eloped ID As 
or LDAs, thenJhatportion of th~growth allocation which cannot be so located may be 
located i.µ J4~ RCAs in addition to the expansion allowed in Subsection 0(5) above 
underProgr.anuneasures specifically approved by the Commission. 

L.8) The Town recognizes that the Town µ1a:y not be able to utilize ,growth allocation ,i_~L~~~ 
in the locations set forth in SubsectionsJ:!OJ and {2_) above. and/or may not satisfy the 
20 acre size thre~holq set forth in Subsection C(l J above, and further recognize that the 
majority of its critic.al area lands for which growth allocation is planned are currently 
classified as R~source Conservation Areas .. Accordingly. in the event that the Town is 
unable to 5-atisfy any or all of the criteria set forth in Subsection D(l-4).Jh~"Town may 
utilize a portion of its growth alloc:"~tion in a manner that. varies fro111 Subsecti_Qns CO} 
and D(l) and(2} above, pxovided t_hat_the area to receive growth allocation meets the 
folJowing .s.J&t1<i~rds: 

(~1 Any dc;,welopment will be serviced by public water and sewer; 

(bl The area i5>JQ£ated in a Priority Funding Area; 

_(c) Thedevelopment is consistent with the Snow Hill Comprehensive Plan; and 

1d) The ~evelopment will have an overall economic benefit to the community,..or 
irnplemem~a_specific goal. objective or policy of the Town. 

f 9J Locate new intensely developed areas and limited d~x~lopm~nt!!r~a.s outside of are~s 
vulnerable to climate change.as identified by Sno_w.I-IiU., t1nl~~s the Townproposes~J,md 
the Commission approves meas1.ir~~ that ass<!ss c.li.mat~J~§lli~n9yJ1n.fl,Yl!Jnerability and 
incorporate siting, design\ copstrµction and other natural features to significantly 
~nha,nG~_cHmate resiH<:!QC):' and reduce vulnerability. 

E. Additional factors. 

In reviewing map amendments or refinemel)t§ i11yqlving the use of.growth aUocation-1i Snow 
Hill shall consider the following factors: 

ULC9.Dfil!t~ncywith Snow Hill's Comprehensive Plan and whether the growth allocation 
wotdd implemGntJhe goals and objectives of the Plan. "Consistency with" means that 
a standard or factor will further, and not be contrary to. the following items iQ the 
Comprehensive Plan: 

(a} Policies; 

(b) Timing of the implementation of the plan~ of development~ andqf rezoning; 

(c) Development patterns; 
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( d) Land uses: and 

{e) Densities or intensities. 

{2) For a map amendment or refinement involving a new LDA, whether the dey1e!q1m1~nt 
is: 

(a} To be served by a public wastewater ~.Y§.t~,rn or septic system that uses the best 
availabJ,~Jtitrog<en removal. technology; 

(b) A compl<:!tiQn_Q.f an existing subdivision; 

(cJ An e:xp'1nsion of an existing business; or 

{ci) To be clttstered, 

PJ For a map amendment or refinement involving a new IDA. whether the development 
is: 

(a) To be served by a public wastew!J.t~r.~ys.tern; 

(b) If greater than 2Q acres, to be lqcated in a designated Priority Funding Area; 

{c) To have_~ demonstrable ecpgomic benefit and 

(d) Have an allowed average density of at least 3.5 units per acre as calculated under 
State Finance and Procurement Article, §5-7B-03(h), of the Annotated Code of 
Maryland. 

{4) The use of existing public infrastructure, where practical; 

(5) Consistency with state and regional environmental protection policies concerning the 
protection of threatened and endangered species and species in need of conservation 
that may be located on site or off site; 

(6) Impacts on a priority preservation area; 

(7) Environmental impacts associated with wastewater and stormwater management 
practices and wastewater and stormwater discharges to tidal waters, tidal wetlands, and 
tributary streams; 

(8) Environmental impacts associated with location in a coastal hazard area or an increased 
risk of severe flooding attributable to the proposed development; and 

(9) Environmental impacts on underserved or overburdened communities. 

§ 72-8. Grandfathering. 

A. Continuation of existing uses. 
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ill Ihe continuation. but not necessarily the intensification or expansion) of any µse in 
exist_{mce on January· 21 1990. may be permitted, unless the use has beeJJ abandoned for 
more than one year or is otherwi§e restricteg pjl_existingmuni_piQ&.l ordinances. 

f2) If any existing ustt dqes not conform with _the provisions of this chapter, its 
intensification .or ex_pan~iQn may be pennitted only in accordance with the procedures 
listec:Un ,§ 20Q:35 of the Town Code. 

a. ,8.e_§idential densitv on grandfathered lots. Except as qth~rwise provid~d., the following 
tvpes of land are pennittedJg__Qe cleveloped with a single-family dwelling, if a dwelling is 
not already placed, there:~ ootwith~tanding that such development may be inconsistent 
with the den~ity pr9.visions of this chapter. 

U) A legal ,Rarcel of land* not being part of a recorded or approved sµbdivision,!:. tb~tLW?..§ 
recorded as of December I, 1985. 

{2) Land that received a buih:.ting p,~nnit subsequent to December L 1985. but priorto 
Januf!rYiii 199.{l 

(3) Lan~Jhat was subdivided into recorded. legally buildable lots, wher.e tb"e subdivision 
received final approval betweenJune L 19S4.,dlQd O~c.emb~r.L 1985; or land that was 
subdivided into re£.q.r<:i~d,Je_gally bµildableJot~~ where ~he subdivision received the 
final approval after [l~cember 1. 1985, and provided that either development of any 
§!J9h land con fonns to the Intensely Developed Area, Limited Devek~,pment _ Arec1 o:r: 
Resource Conservation Area requirements in this chapter or the area of the land has 
been counted against the growth allocation pennitted under this chapter. 

( 4) Any land on which development activity has progressed to the point of pouring of 
foundation footings or the installation of structural members. 

C. lmplementation. 

(1) For purposes of implementing this regulation, a local jurisdiction shall have determined, 
based on land uses and development in existence on December 1, 1985, which land 
areas fall within the three (3) types of development areas described in this chapter. 

(2) Nothing in this Section may be interpreted as altering any requirements of this chapter 
related to water-dependent facilities or habitat protection areas. 

§ 72-9. Variances. 

A. Applicability. In the event that, owing to special features of a site or other circumstances, 
implementation of this chapter or a literal enforcement of provisions within this chapter 
would result in unwarranted hardship to an applicant, a Critical Area variance may be 
obtained. 

(1) In considering an application for a variance, Snow Hill shall presume that the specific 
development activity in the Critical Area, that is subject to the application and for which 
a variance is required, does not confonn with the general purpose and intent of Natural 
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Resources Article. Title 8. Subtitle 18. COMAR Title 27. and the requirements of th,i~ 
chapter. 

(2} Unw"'rranted hardship means that without a_y~riance~ an applicant would be denied 
ret;l~onable and significant use of the entire parcel or lot for whichJhe variance is 
requested. 

B. Standing. !n acc9_rdance with Natural Resources Article, §8-18Q8(d,)(21, Annotated Code 
Q.f Maiylapci~ if a person meets the threshold standing rmuirements _under federal law. the 
per~<>lJ shall have standing to participat~_ as a p&rt,:y in. a local administrative proceeding. 

C. Standards. The proyisioqs for granting_a,ya_riance shall include written findings b.{l§~d.QD. 
competentand subst:;1ntial.evidence that the applicant has overcome the pr~s.umption 
established.underSection A( I) above and that each of the followiqg standar.9s are met: 

( 1) Due to special fea,turei:; ()f the site or special conditions or circumstances p~c;uli~r to the. 
larntor ~tructµre involved. a literal enforcement of provisions and requir~ments of this 
pba,.pt~r .would result in unwarranted hardship; 

(2) A literal interpretation of the provisions of this chapter will deprive the applicant of the 
use of the lan4 or a ~tr:µJ.~_ture pennitted to others in accordance with th~ pxoyisions of 
this chapter; 

(3J The_gr.~nting of the variance would not confer upon the ap;plicant any s11ecial privilege 
that would be denied bv this ch~pte,r tp other landSJ)r strm;ttlres. in accordance with the 
provisions of this I>ro_gram~ 

(4) The variance_reguest is not based upon conditions or circumsta.nceswhi~h are the result 
of,.conductt acts or omissions of the applicant. including but nq_t limited to the 
commencement of development activity before a.ti _a.l)plic:ation for a variance has been 
filed. nor does the request ari~~ from arty conditiQJl relating to land or building use, 
either pennitted or nonconforming_.QP anv neighboring property; and 

(5) The gr~nting qf a variance shall not adversely affect water guaHtyQr adversely impact 
fish,, wildlife or plant habitat within the CritiGal Area anfl the gran.ting of the variance 
:will be in harmony with the general spirit and intent oftheJ5tate Critical Area Law the 
regulations in COMAR Titl~.27, Subtitle 01,, anpJhis Critical Area Ordinance .. 

D. Process. ApplicationsJor a variance will_be made in writing to the Town of Snow._Jiill 
Board of Zoning Appeals with a copy provided to the Critical Area Comwission. Snow 
Hill and th~ Boa_rd of Zoning Appyals shall follow the Town's establ_ished procedures for 
advyi:tisingJmd notification of affected landowners. 

LO After hearing an application for a Program variance.,. the Board of Zoning Appeals 
shall make \:\".,Otten findings reflecting analysis of each standarg.) tbe: written findings 
may be ba~ed on ~'{.i_<i~nce introduced and testimony presented by: 

(a) The applicant; 
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(b) The Town pf Snow Hill or any other government agency; or 

(c) Any other person deemed appropri~te by the_Board. 

(2) lf the variance reguest is based on cgnditions or circumstances that are the result of 
conduct, acts, or omissiogs. of the applicant~ the Board shall consider that fact1 and 
wh(;::th~r t.he ~pplication has me.t the requirements of Part E belp~W• 

(31 The ap,plicant has the burden of proof and the, burd(!n of persuasion to overcome the 
presumption of nonconformance establish~d in Subsection A above. 

(4) The Board shall notify the C:ri.tical Area Commission of its findings and decision to 
grant or depy the v~riance r(;qu..cst in accordance with Subsection_QJ,elow. 

E, After:-::the-Fact Variances. 

(' 1) The Town and Board mav not ~ccept an application for a variance to legalize a violation 
of this sul).tjtle) including an 1JI1J2ermitted structure or otherdevelopment activity~ until 
it: 

{ a} Issues a notice of violation; and 

(b) Assesses an admin~~trative or civitp~nalty for the violation. 

(2) The Town and the Board may not issue a pennit, approval, variance, or special 
exception to legalize a violation of this subtitle unless an applicant has: 

(a) Fully paid all administrative, civil, and criminal penalties imposed under Natural 
Resources Article. §8- l 808(c)( l)(iii} 14-15 and (2)(i), Annotated Code of 
Maryland; 

(b) Prepared a restoration or mitigation plan, approved by the local jurisdiction, to abate 
impacts to water quality or natural resources as a result of the violation; and 

(c) Perfonned the abatement measures in the approved plan in accordance with the 
Program. 

(3) If the Board of Zoning Appeals denies the requested after-the-fact variance, then the 
Town shall: 

(a) Order removal or relocation of any structure; and 

(b) Order restoration of the affected resources. 

F. Appeals. Appeals from decisions concerning the granting or denial of a variance shall be 
taken in accordance with all applicable laws and procedures of Snow Hill for variances. 
Variance decisions by the Board of Zoning Appeals may be appealed to the Circuit Court 
in accordance with the Town Code, Maryland Rules of Procedure, and other applicable 
law. Appeals may be taken by any person, firm, corporation or governmental agency 
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aggrieved or adv~rseljraftected by anv decision made under this chapter or any person 
withstanding. as described in_ Section B above. Snow Hill may not issue a pennit or any 
other type of authorization. until th,_t:!. applicable 30-:-_da.y appe~l.P-C;!dod has expir_ed. 

G. Conditions and mitigation. 

Th~ _l:!9J!L4 __ Qf Zoning Appeals shall impose conditions on the use or development of a 
prop~rtyw4iqh is granted a variance as it may find reasonable to ensure that the spirit and 
intent of this chapter is maintained. including. but not limited to, the following: 

r 1) Adverse impacts resulting. from the __ granting of the variance shall. be mitigated as 
recommended by the apprqpriate lo_cal body or approvin_g auth9rity,: but not less than 
py planting on the site _per square foot of the variance granted at no less than a three­
to-:-Qn~ basi_~. 

(2) New or expanded structures. or JoJ covera,ge shall be located the greatest possjble 
distance from mean high w.~ter~, the 13:ni,lward edge of tidal wetlands,. tributary streams, 
nontidaL wetlands~ or st~cp ~lop~s. 

H. ,Critic{lLArea Commission notification. 

Within ten (10) working days after a writt1/n decisignJt!garcling a variapc:~,,?PPl.if,~~~ion is 
issued. a copy of the decis~on will be ~ept to the Commission. 

§ 72-10. Lot consolidation and reconfiguration. 

A. Applicability. The provisions of this section apply to a consolidation or a reconfiguration 
of any nonconforming legal grandfathered parcel or lot. These provisions do not apply to 
the reconfiguration or consolidation of parcels or lots which are conforming or meet all 
Critical Area requirements. Nonconfonning parcels or lots includes: 

( 1) Those for which a Critical Area variance is sought or has been issued; and 

(2) Those located in the Resource Conservation Area and are less than 20 acres in size. 

B. Procedure. An applicant seeking a parcel or lot consolidation or reconfiguration shall 
provide the infonnation required in COMAR 27.01.02.08E to the Town. 

( 1) The Town may not approve a proposed parcel or lot consolidation or reconfiguration 
without making written findings in accordance with COMAR 27.01 .02.08F. 

(2) The Town shall issue a final written decision or order granting or denying an application 
for a consolidation or reconfiguration. After a final written decision or order is issued, 
Snow Hill shall send a copy of the decision or order and a copy of any approved 
development plan within ten (I 0) business days by United States mail to the 
Commission's business address. 

(3} The Town may not issue a pennit or approval of any type on a property affected by the 
final written decision or order until after the expiration of the time within which the 
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Commission may file an appeal or petition for judicial review. 

§ 72-11. Program Changes. 

A. Program Changes. The Mayor and Council of Snow Hill may from time to time amend the 
provisions of this Critical Area Ordinance. Changes may include, but are not limited to, 
amendments, revisions, and modifications to these Critical Area regulations, Critical Area 
Maps, implementation procedures, and local policies that affect Snow Hill's Critical Area. 
All such amendments, revisions, and modifications shall also be approved by the Critical 
Area Commission as established in § 8-1809 of the Natural Resources Article of the 
Annotated Code of Maryland. No such amendment shall be implemented without approval 
of the Critical Area Commission. Standards and procedures for Critical Area Commission 
approval of proposed amendments are as set forth in the Critical Area Law § 8-1809(i) and 
(d), respectively. 

B. Comprehensive Review. The Town will review its entire Program and propose any 
necessary amendments to its entire Program, including this chapter, at least every ten ( 10) 
years in accordance with Natural Resources Article, §8-1809(g). 

(1) The Town shall notify the Commission in writing if it requires a one (1) year extension 
to the ten-year deadline July 8, 2035. 

(2) The Town shall notify the Commission in writing, within sixty (60) days after the 
completion of its review, in accordance with all requirements established in Natural 
Resources Article, §8-1809(g). 

C. Zoning Map amendments. 

(1) The Town may grant a zoning map amendment in the Critical Area if the map 
amendment: 

(a) Is wholly consistent with the Critical Area land classification; or 

(b) If not consistent with the Critical Area land classification: 

(i) Proposes the use of a part of the remaining growth allocation; or 

(ii) Proposes to change the Critical Area land classification from either an IDA 
to an LDA or an RCA, or from an LDA to an RCA. 

(2) The Town may grant a change to the Critical Area land classification on proof of 
mistake lf the proposed Ctitlcal Area classification: 

(a) Conforms to the State Critical Area mapping criteria based on land uses in existence 
either: 

(i) As of December 1, 1985, if part of the originally mapped Critical Area; or 

(ii) As of the date the land was included in the Critical Area due to a Critical Area 
boundary remapping effort. 
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i·b) Follows the Town's documented mapping methodology for Critical Area 
classification at the time of mappin,g; and 

{c) Is consistent with the purpo_ses~ p0Hcies1 and goals of the Crtt~cal Area law and 
regulations. 

p. Process. 

( 1) When an amendment is requested. the applicant shall submit the amendment to the 
Planning Commission.for review~ r~commendation and recomm~nsl~!ifiogi~gs of fact 
J)p9n 99ffiPl~~jug tinging~ of fact~ thes..~ documents shall b~ forw~_rd~qJq tile_ :tvh1yor 
and C_qµpcil. 

(2-t The Mayor and Coµncil shall hold a public hearing at which parties of interest and 
citizens shall have an opportunity to be heard. At least fourteen ( 14) days' notice of the 
time and place of such hearing shalJbepµblished in a new~p~per pfg~ne,raL~irculation 
in SnowHill. 

(3) After the Mayor and Council approves an amendment, it shall forward its decision and 
applicable resolutions along w.ithJhe amendment n::9uest to the Commission forJinal 
approval. 

E .. Ad..Qrujp_rtpfa Program Ame.n<lme.nl or Refin.~menJ~ 

If approved by the Commission, the Town shall incorporate a program amendment or 
refinement into its adopted Program, including any conditions of approval, within one 
hundred and twenty ( 120) days of receiving notice from the Chairman of the Commission 

§ 72-12. Enforcement. 

A. Consistency. The Critical Area provisions of this chapter, in accordance with the Critical 
Area Act supersede any inconsistent law, code section or plan of the Town of Snow Hill. 
In the case of conflicting provisions, the stricter provisions shall apply. 

B. Violations. 

( 1) No person shall violate any provision of this chapter. Each violation that occurs and 
each calendar day that a violation continues shall be a separate offense subject to 
separate fines, orders, sanctions or other penalties. 

(2) Noncompliance with any permit or order issued by the Town related to the Critical Area 
shall be a violation of this chapter and shall be enforced as provided herein. 

C. Responsible persons. The following persons may each be held jointly or severally 
responsible for a violation: 

{ 1) Persons who apply for or obtain any pennit or approval; 

(2) Contractors acting on behalf of or pursuant to a contractual or other business 
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r~lationship with propertv owners; 

(3) Subcontractors. acting on beh!llf of or pursuant to a contrj!1/tual or other business 
relationship with property owners" or their contractors; 

(4) Property 01.yners; 

(5) Owners. mc1naging agents,.11~nen~J.J2~..tlnexs1 .. and princ~paJs qfproperty owners which 
are partnerships, corporations, limited liability c.:()m.Q~nies or other business entities;, 
or 

{6) Any person who has committed, assisted. or participated in the violation. 

D. Required enforcement acti911. In. the case of viol~tions_of this ch~pt~..r,Jhe Town shall 
take enforcement action inclu.gi1,1_g:_ 

fl) Citing the violation: 

(2) Issuing abatement. restoration. and mitigation orders as necessary to: 

fa) Stop unauthorji~d activi~y; 

(bJ Restore an<;!.~.t~bilize the site, as armropriate, to its condition [)rior to the violation 
orto a qongition that provides the same wat~r g~c1lity c1nqh.i~itc1tbenefits. 

(3) Requiring the implementation. of mitigation measures, in addition to .. restora.tion 
activities. to offset the ~pyironrnental dam~g~ and degradati_Ql)_QrjQs.~qf enyironmenti.:i.l 
benefit re~ulting from thy yigJatiQn_;_<!nd 

(4) Asse~si11g,_c1nadministrative fin.eor pursuing a civil penalty in accordance with §72-
13.G below 

E. Restoration and Mitigation. 

(I) ~.-restoration or mHigation order shall specify the amount of appropriate restoration 
and mitigatiQru1s ne~es~an~ _to 9.ffset the adverse impacts to the Critical Area. 
resulting fr9m the violatiQr1~_9msiste1Jtwith aJI othe.r r~qt1irerr1en_ts of tbis chapter. 

(2) For restoration or mitigation that exceeds 1,00Osquare feet or involves expen.~~? 
~xceeding:$ 1.000. the Town shall collect a bond or other financial security. 

{~l If restorati.on qr _i:r:ijli,gation involves planting. a. bond shall be held for at least 2 years 
after the date the plantings w~r~ installed to ensure plant survival. 

(4) A pro_p~rtyowner may i:~uest tb~ TownJQ.§_chedulc_in~~-ctio.n§.Jt§_n~cessa[Y to ensure 
cornplian~e and the return of the bond or other financial security. 

F. Rigbt to e11ter ~ron.erty. Except as otherwise prohibited and in accordance with the 
procedures specified herein. the Mayor and Council or its designee may obtain access to 
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and en_ter upon a property in order to investigate. identify or verify a suspected violation, 
restrain a development activity. or issue a citation if the Town has probable ~ause to believe 
that a violation of this chapter has occurred. is occurring., or will occur. The Town shall 
make a reasonable effort to contact a property owner before QQJaining access to or entering 
the pro_p~rt~1

• If entry is denied~ Snow Hill may seek _an injunction to enter the property to 
pursue an_~J).l9.Ifement_action'. 

G. Administrative civil penalties. In addition to any other penalty appJicable und_er state or 
lqcal law,. every violation of a provision of Natural Resources At:t:icl~~ T_itle 8,,. Subtitle J ~:, 
and/or this chapter shall be punishable by a civil pem~Jty of u_pJo $10,000 per calend~r da}'' 
thata.viplation_ continues, 

Ol Before imposing anv civil penalty, the person(s) believed to have violated this chapter 
shall receive written notice of the alleged violation(s}_ including_ which, if an,.y.,_p.re 
continuing violations, and an opportunity to be heard, The notice qf violation(s) §haH 
specify the date, time. and location of the hea.ring afforded_ to the person(sl _ ch<-!rg~d 
witi1Jtvioh:1ti9n. The_arr1gu11t q(the ... 9iyil p~11~ltyJ9r. eac;ll_ yi9l~Hon, including_ each 
co.nt.i.nµiqg violation!; shall be deteffilin~d S~Raratel v. For each continuing violation. the 
arrwunt of the civil penalty shall be determined per day. In determining the ~mount of 
the civil penalty, the Town shall consider: 

( a) The graviJLQfJh~ yj9laJjgn~ 

(b) The presence or absence of good faith ofth~_violator; 

(9.JAny wiHfulnes~ orne,gligence iny9lve<:ljnJhe violation including a historv 
pf prior violations; 

(d) The environmental impact of the violation; and 

(e) The cost of restoration of the resource affected_ by the violt!HPn JtQd_rniti_,g!3Jio!t.for. 
damage to __ that resource~ including the cost_Jo Snow H.ill_fg_i: performing~ 
supervi~ing,_grr~nd~riog Jl§.§isJ~n9eJo, the_ restorc\tio_n and mitigation. 

(2.) Acl.min.istrative civil penalties for continuin2 violations shall accrue for each violation. 
every day each violation continues, with no reguirementsJor additional assessments. 
notice, or hearings for each separate offense. The total amo.uqtpaya})le fqr copti_Qµin,g 
violations shall be the amount assessed per day for each yJplationmultiplied Q_y the 
number of days that each violation has continued. 

(3) The pe:rson re~p<:>nsibl~ for a11y continuing viqJation shall promptly provide the Town 
with written t1oti~e o(_the d.ate(s} the violation has been or will be brought into 
~ompliance and the date(s) for Snow Hill's inspection_ to verify compliance. 
Administrative civil penalties for continuing violations continue to a~<;,:tu,e as set forth 
herein until the Town receives such written notice arid verifies c;c:unptianc~ by 
inspection or otherwise. 

( 4) Assess111ent and n_a_yjlleg!_ of administn1tive civil penalties shall be in addition to and 
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not in substitution.fqr_recoverv by the Town of all damages. costs. and other expenses 
caused by the violation. 

(5) Payment of all administrative civ.it.penalties as8-~s.sed_~hall be a qondition precedent to 
the issuance of any pennit or otl1~r approval required by this chapt~r_. 

H. Cumulative remedies. The r.emedies available to the Town under this chapter are cumulative 
and_pQt alternative or exclusive, and the decision to pursue one remedy does not preclude 
pursuit of others. 

L Variances pursuant to a violation, In acc"ordanc:ewitb§?Z.9!.E!Jb~.Tqwn m;;is n9_t_a,9_~~Rt~n 
application for a vc1ri~nce tpj~galize a \'.iQiation of this chapter. including an unpennitted 
stru.ctµr:~ or deyelopm~nt J1ctiyi_ty. unless the Town has first issued a notice of violation, 
i11cluding_an assessment ofan administrative or civil penalty. for the violation. 

J, Pennits pursuant to a violation.TheTown may not issµ,~ariyp~rmiJ,1 approval~VfJ.ri~n£~:i.-QI 
specialexception, thatjs subi~ct to the violatjon, unless the person seeking the pe1111it has: 

(1) FµUy paicl aH admi11istx_',l,tive. ~ivil. or criminal penalties as set forth in Subsection G 
above; 

(2) Prepared a restoration or mitigatiqn ,plan:._ ~ppr9_y_ed by the Town, t,Q __ ~!2~1e impacts to 
water gualJt't.QLD.l:!ttlral r~sourc~s .~s ~l resuJt of the_ yiolation; 

{3) Performed the abatement measures in the approved plan in accordance with the this 
chapter; and 

( 4) Unless an extension of time is approved by the Town because of adverse planting 
conditions, within ninety (90) days of the issuance of a pennit, approval, variance, or 
special excention for the affected property, any additional mitigation required as a 
condition of approval for the pennit, approval, variance, or special exception shall be 
completed. 

K. Appeals. An appeal to the Board of:Zonin,g Appeals may be filed by any person aggrieyed 
by any order. reqµJr~m~ntj clecision ,oLd_et~rmi~atiofl_by the Town in connection with the 
administration and enforcem_ent of this chapter. 

{l) An appeal is tak~nJ)y filing a writteri notice of appeal with the Board of Zoning Appeals 
in accordance with the provisions in the Snow Hill Zoning Code and accompanied by 
the appropriate filing fee. 

G}_hn appeal must be filed within thirty {30} days after th~ date of the decision or order 
being appealed. 

(3) An appeal stays all actions by the Town seeking enforcement or compliance with the 
order or decisions being appealed. unless the Town certifies in writing to the Board of 
Zoning Appeals that because of facts stated in said certification such stay will cause 
imminent peril to life or property. In such a case. action by the Town shall not be 
stayed except by order of the Board of Zoning Appeals or a court upon application of 
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the party seeking the stay. 

( 4) Application for a variance pursuant to a violation constitutes a waiver of the right to 
appeal any order, requirement, decision or detennination related to the violation and 
its final adjudication including the payment of any penalties and costs assessed. 

L. Additional Enforcement Authorities. 

( l) The Town is authorized to pursue violations in Circuit Court or District Court in 
accordance with Natural Resources Article §8-181 S{a){2) of the Annotated Code of 
Maryland. 

(2) The Town is authorized to institute injunctive or other appropriate actions or 
proceedings to bring about the discontinuance of any violation of this chapter, an 
administrative order, a pennit. a decision, or other imposed condition. The pendency 
of an appeal to the Board of Zoning Appeals or subsequent judicial review shall not 
prevent the Town from seeking injunctive relief to enforce an administrative order, 
permit, decisions, or other imposed condition, or to restrain a violation pending the 
outcome of the appeal or judicial review. 

§ 72-13. The Buffer 

A. Applicability and delineation. The buffer applies to any development activity or a change 
in landuse for propert)' within the purview of this chapter,. as described and._<t~fh1ed herein. 
Th~ buffer shall be accurately deHnt;::att!d in the field and accuratelv shown on all 
applications as follows: 

( n The minimum one'.".hundte.d~foot buffer is delineated. and expanded as described in 
Subsection A(2) ba$ed on existing n~ld condition~ l~ndwflntfrnro.: 

(a) The mean high'.:"water li~_9ftidal water;, 

{b) The edge of each bank of a tributary stream; and 

(c) The upland boundary of a tidal wetland. 

(2) The buffer shall be expanded. beyond. the minimum one-hund~ed-foot buffer as 
described in Subsection .AV) 1:1bove and the beyond two 4 hundrec;i:foot buffer as 
described in Subsection A(3J b~lQW,, to inf;lucle tµ~ folhnyjp_g_~_Q11Jiguous)and fe!ltures: 

(a)A_§Jeep slop(! ~La r,Ilte of four feet for every I ~10 of slope or the entire steep slope 
to th~Jpp of the slope. whichever is greater~ 

(b) A nontidal wetland to the upland boundary of the nontidal wetland: 

(c) The one-hundred-foot buffer that is associated with a pontid~L wetland of special 
state concern a$ strtt~d in COMAR 26.23.~06.Ql; 

@ for an area of.bygric soils or highly erodible soils. the lesser of: 
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f I) The landward edge of the hvdric or highly erodible soils; or 

(2) Three hundred feet where the expansion area include~Jhe minitnum one-. 
hundred~foot bu((~r~ 

(31.b,pplications for a subdivision or for a development activity on land located within th.e 
Resource Conservation Area requiring site plan approval after July 1. 2008, shall 
.in9}ud.e a minimum buffer of at lea~t 2~9.9_f~et Jrnm a tidal waters or tidal wetlands.1 
and 100 feet from a tributary stream. 

{a) The 200-foot buffer may be reduced if strict application of the 200-foot buffer 
would preclude either subdivision at a density of one dwelling unit per 20 acres, 
or an intrafamily transfer subdivision. 

(b) The reduced buffer should be the minimum necessary to accommodate a dwelling 
and a sewage reserve area, as determined by the Director of Planning, Zoning and 
BuildiJJ.,ii qut nq l~ss th@ lQQ f~~l'. 

j:l. Permitted activities in the Buffer. If approved by the Town. disturbance to the buffer is 
p,ermitted for the following activities, provided mitigation is perfonned in accordance with 
an approved buffer management plan as required per Subsection F of this section: 

(l) A. new development QLJ~qev~lopmtmt activity ~~sociated with a water-d.~p~nclent 
facility or located in an approved Modifie4 I3µffer Area; 

(2) A shore erosion control activitv constructed in accordance with COMAR 26.24.02, 
COMAR 27.01.04, and this chapter; 

(3}AJlevelopment or redevelopm~nt_<lc;,~ivit.Y ap_prgyed in accordance with the varian~t? 
pm visions of this chapter; 

(4); A new development or redevelopment activity on a lot or pan~el that was created 
before January 1 .. 20J 0, where: 

(ij) The. bufferis e~~Qd~~ [Qr highly erodil:>lt!. sqi}.Qn a slope less than_JS,% or is 
expanded for a hydric soil and the expanded buffer occupies at least 75~,.,o of the lot 
or parcel. including the first 100 feet 

(b) The development or redevelopment is located in the expanded portion of the buffer 
and not within the one-hundred-foot buffer; and 

{c}JyUtigation 01;_9Jf~- aJ a 2:1, ratio based on the Jot covern_g~ <2.Ltht! propos~d 
development activity that is in the expand~d buffer. 

(5) A. new or replacement septic system on a lot created before January 2. 1990. where: 

(a) The Worcester County Health Department has detennined the buffer is the only 
~Y!lilab,l~ location for the septic system; and 

80 

KHayden
Highlight

KHayden
Highlight



(b) Mitigation is provided at a I: 1 ratio for area of canopy cle~m~d of any forest or 
developed woodland. 

(6) Riparian access for water accessl where mitigation_i~_Jequired at a rate of 2: I based 
on disturbance to th~ Buffer. 

{?}Associated with the placement of dredged material under COMAR 27.01.03.030. 

C. Buffer establishment invegetation. 

(1) The requirements of this sµbsectionareappHcableJo:. 

(a} A development or redevelopment activity that occurs on a lot or parcel that 
includes a buffer to tidal waters~ a tidal wetland, or a tributary stream if that 
dev_~lopment or redevelopment activity is located outside the buffer; and 

(b} The approval of a subdivision that includes a buffer to tidal waters, a tidal 
wetland, or a tributary stream. 

(2) If an applicant for a subdivision of a lot uses or le.ases thelotJQ,r:,_gn_a,grj_cuJ1_µJJll 
purpose, the applicant: 

(aJ In accordance with local land recordation requirements. shall record an approved 
buffer man~,gement pl.an iind~L&ubsectiPIJ F of this section : and 

(b) If authorized by the local jurisdiction, may delav implementation of the buffer 
management plan until the use of the lot is converted to a nonagricultural pY!l)ose. 

(3) The provisions of this section do not apply to the in-kjpd repla_cem~nt of a structure. 

(4) TheJown shall require an applicant.to establish the b,µffer in vegetation in 
accordance with COMAR 27.01.09.01-1 and to pr9yide a byfttrtI11Jtna.g~_1n.~D.t.JJlan 
under Subsection F of this section when an applicant applj_~~ for: 

(a) Approval of a subdivision; 

ful Conversion from one land use to. another land us~ on a lo~ qr a parcel: or 

(£}_Qevelopment on a lot ora.par9e,lcreated beforeJan.µm:y I, 20 I 0. 

(SJ lf a buffer is not folly forested or fully established in woodv or wetland vegetation; the 
buffer shall be established through planting in accordance with COMAR 27.01.09.01-
1 and the following table: 
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Develo(!ment Categorr 
Lot Created Before December Lot Created After 

12.1989 December 12. 1989 
Establish the buffer based on total 

Develo12ment on a vacant lot sguare footage of lot coverage Fully establish the buffer 
outside the buffer 

Subdivision Fullv establish the buffer 
New lot with an existing Establish the buffer based on total sguare footage of lot 
dwellinR unit coverage outside the buffer 
Conversion of a land use on a 
garcel or lot to another land Fully establish the buffer 
use 
AdditionJ accessoIT structure3 Establish the buffer based on net sguare footage increase in lot 
or redevelooment coverage outside the buffer 

Substantial alteration 
Establish the buffer based on total sguare footage of lot 
coveraf!e outside the buffer 

(6) The Town may authorize an applicant to deduct from the total establishment 
requirement an area of lot coverage removed from the buffer if: 

(a) The lot coverage existed before the date of local program adoption or was allowed 
by local procedures; and 

(b) The total area is stabilized. 

Q.JxliJigation for impacts to !h~J,uJfer. An app,Ii~qQt for a development activity that inclutjes 
<ii~l1Jrban9.~ to the buff~r t,haltrnitigate for impacts to the buffer and shall provide a buffer 
management plan in accordance with the standards set forth in this section. 

( 1) Authorized development activities may include a_ variance1 subdivision. site pla,n, shore 
erosion control pennit, building permit, grading permit, septic system approved by the 
W.orcester County Heal~!i J)epartment on .. a lot created before January 2. l 990~ and 
special exception. 

(2) All authorized development activities shall be mitigated according to COMAR 
27.01.09.01-2. 

(3) All unauthorized development activities in the buffer shall be miti_gated at a ratio of 
5~ 1 for the limit of disturban.9.e in the buffer. 

HJ Planti_flgjQr_rriitig@Jiqn s}lall be planted on site within the buffer. If mitigation planting 
cat1112Jl1~J.Qc;ategy.,ithinJhe buffer. then the Town mav permit planting in the following 
order of priority: 

(a) On site and adjacent to the buffer; and 

(b) On site elsewhere in the Critical Area. 
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(c} A fee in lieu as referenced in Subsection G of this section. 

{5-) ForJhe removal of a dead tree, the affected area shall be stabilized with native 
groundcover or. qther native vegetation as necessary. 

(6) The removal of a dis~asecl~ d_yin,g, invasive.~ or hazardous tr~~ @all be mitigated with 
one tree of at least ~,~-inch caliQ~I fo.r each tr~~ re,rnqyed. Qr..theaffect~d area_shal l be 
stabilized in native woody vegetation if a tree cannot be replanted due t_q__space 
constraints. 

GJ Ille installa~ion or cultivation of new lawn or turf in the buffer is prohibited. 

(8) As..J1pplicable to a site. the Town shall require that an area in the buffer that is 
tt'!mporadly disturbed by a development activitv be restored to pre-disturbance 
cqggiJioos. 

E. Buffer planting stand'1rds. 

fJJ An app_lj9u1t that is required to plant the buffer for buffer establishment or buffer 
mitigation shall apply the planting standards set forth in COMAR 27.01.09.01-.f~ 

(2) A variance to the. planting and.mJHgatiQn ~t~!l9Jlrri§J?(!h_is~ch~.Pter is not pennitt~cL 

F. Required submittal of buffer management plans. An applicant that is reguiredJo pJ~ntJhe 
buffer to meet establishment or mitiga!iml requirements shall §.1:!.Qmitij buffer rnanag~m!-!nt 
plan as provided in CQMAR 27,01-09,Ql-3 with the applicJltiQn for th~ specific activity. 
The provisi.oris of th,is __ §ection do not apply to maintaining an existing grass lawn or an 
existinggf:lr..den in the buffer. 

( 1) A buffer management plan that in~ydes planting for establish.m~nt shall be sul;>rnitJed 
with all other application matetjal~~ £legrly specify the f!rnJ!Jo be planted and s,t,aJe if 
the applicant is: 

(a) Fully establishingJhe buffer; 

(bJ Partially_establishing an area of the buffer equal to the net increase in lot 
coverage; or 

l c) Partially establishing an area of the buffer equal to the total lot coven~ge. 

(2) Any pennit for .. Q~yel9pm.1;mL~GtiviJy tha.trequir~.s h,uff,er ~stabHshment or buffer 
m.itigatiq_p_ ~.!ll not Pt! issu_ed until a buffer mam1gement plan is approved by the Town. 

OlAru~.pplicant rn~y_not obtain final approval of a subdivision application until the buffer 
manag~ment plan has been reviewed and approved by the Town. 

(4) The Town may not approve a buffer management plan unless: 

(a) The plan cl earl>' indicat~§ that all pt~rrtin,g_stl!nd..a.rds un,d~r $ubsection E of thi§ 
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sectiOJJ.J:Yil.l be met; and 

:OiLAppropriate measures are in place for thelong-tenn __ protection and_tnaintenaQ9-e 
of all buffer areas. 

(?)Fora buff~r m~nageinent plan that is the resµ}Lqf_m:i authorized disturbance to the 
l>.4ffer, a peonitauttmri.ih:i..&linill-~~e and occupancy will not be issued until the 
applicant: 

(a) Completes the implementation of a buffer maQ.~_g_~ment plan;_or 

(b) Provides firmn.c.i~l ~.ssµ,rance tp qoy~r the c..o$tS.faG 

(i} Material.s-anc.J __ in$t'1lhttiQg;Jm4 

(ii) If.th(! mitigation or establishment requirement is at least 5.000 square feet. 
long-tenn survivability requirements as set forth in COM-1, .... R 27~01 .. 09,..QJ:~ 

(6) Concurrent withrecordation of asubdivisiq9_pl~t~ an applicant shaH record a 
protectiy~ (;!t1,sement for the buffer. 

(]') If an applicant fails to implement a buffer ma~nagement pl~J1, that failure shall 
constitute ... 8: violation of this chapter. 

(a) A pem1it for development activity will not be issued for a property that has the 
violation. 

(8) An applicant shall post a subdivision with permanent signs prior to final recordation 
in accQr,dance withCOMAR 27.01,.09.01-2.~. 

(9) Buffer management plans that include natural regeneration shall follow the provisions 
of COMAR 27.01.09.Ql .. 4. 

G. Fees-in-Heu of buffer mitigation. A fee in-lieu of rniti,gationwiU be collected if the planting 
reguixements QfJh€! b~ffer mana,g~ment plan cannot be fully met on site. in accordance 
with the followin!t~t~QQ.@J:4~: 

(l}f€;'!5!.:in-lieu monies shall be collected and held in a special fund. which mav notrevert 
to Snow Hill's general fund; 

(2) Fee-in-lieu shall be assessed at $1.50 per S<J;uare (oot of n:.quired buffer mitigation; 

(3) A portion of fee-in-lieu money can be used for management and administrative 
co~_ts; however~ this C(,ltmqt exce<!d 20% 9f.the fees collected; and 

(4) Fee-in-lieu monies shall be used for the following projects: 

(a) To establish the buffer on sites where planting is not a condition of development 
or redevelopment; 
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(b) For water quality and habitat enhancement projects as approved by the Commission 
or by agreement between the Mayor and Council and the Commission. 

H. Shore erosion control proiects. The Town may authorize shoreline stabilization measures 
in accordance with the following requirements: 

( 1 ) The applicant has obtained approval from Maryland Department of Environment in 
accordance with COMAR 26.24.04; 

(2) The applicant submits a "Shoreline Stabilization Measure Buffer Management Plan" 
as provided by Commission staff; and 

f3) The ~roposed proiect complies full):1 with all of the policies and c.ritt!da_ for a shm;eline 
stabilization measure as stated in COMAR 27.01 .04 and COMAR 26.24. 

§ 72-14. Moditi~d Buffer. A.rf:~· 

The following pr9y~sions apply to areas designated and mapued by the Town ,a8-Mopifi_e_d Buf(c;r 
Areas ("MBA") and showri 011 maps available to the public held by Snow Hill. All ME3Aq1aps 
and provisions must be approved by the Commission. 

A. .. O~v~lQ_pm~ntand re9~yelop01ent s.tandctrds. New c:levelqv.ment or redevelopment activities, 
including structures, roads, parking areas and other impervious surfaces, lot coverage, or 
septic systems, will not be permitted in the buffer in a designated Modified Buffer Area 
unless the applicant can demonstrate that there is no feasible alternative and the Planning 
Commission finds that efforts J1ave _h~en made Jo minimize buffer impacts and the 
developmyl'lt sball c_qmply with theJoU9wingstandargs: 

OJ Development and redevelopment activities have beenJQ,~~ted as far as ppssil?le frqrn 
mean high tide. the landward edge of tidal wetlands,or the edge of tributary streams. 

(2) Variances Jo other local setback reqt1irements have been considered before additional 
intrusion into the bt1ff~r. 

QLCQJJJIP.~.rcictl" .ing,µ~tri_<tli institutional, recr~~ticm.~l .c\nd mu.hi family r~s_id~ntial 
development and redevelopment shall meet the following stc!ndards: 

{a} New development, including accessory structures. shall minimize the extent of 
intrusjon _into the buffer. New development shall not be located closer to the water 
(or _edg~ of tid::11 wetlandsJJha11 the minim1=1m required setback for the zoning 
.dh;t(ict or SQ f~.~t~ wb.L(;_~v~r.js gr~ater. Structures on aqj_a.:~~!!t.Prop_~rties shall not 
J:,~ us~d Jo d~ts;u:nint2.Jh.t; s~tl;tacJ< lin~. 

(b) Redevelopment, including accessory structures,. shall minimi~e the extent of 
intrusion into the buffer. Redevelopment shall not be locate.d closer to the water (or 
edge of tidal wetlands) than the local setback for the zoning district or 25 feett 
whichever is grea.te:.r~ J~!rµctures on adjacent properties shall not be used to 
d~tennineJhe setback line. A new structure may be constn;cted on the footprint of 
ane~isting,§.trn£.t1J.re. 
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{4) Single-family residential development and redevelopment shall meet the following 
standards: 

(a) New dev_~lopmenLQL x~dey_<;lqpment shall mjnity1ize the .. shQr:ewf!rd extent of 
intrusion into th~ bµffer.. _New d_~y~lopment and reg~velopm~ntshall not be located 
Qloser to th.~ water (or the edge of tjqaJ wetlancts) than principal structures on 
c1qjacent properties or the local setback for the zoning district, whichever is greater. 
In no case shall new development or redevelopment be located less than 50 feet 
from the water (or the edge of tidal wetlands). 

i!iU;~_istingprincip<1J or accessory structures may be replaced in the same footprint. 

(c) New accessory structures may be located closer to the water than the setback if the 
Planning Commission has determined there are no other locationsJorJhe structures. 
The area of new accesson· structures shall not ex:ceed 500 square fe.et within _50 
foet ofthe wah~rJmd 1,000 square feet total in the bµffer. 

(5) Y~riflQCes to other local setback requirements shall be considered before additional 
intrusion into the buffer is permitted. 

(6) D~veloptnent and r~clevelqpme:,nt may not impact an..y lwbitat protection area other than 
the qµfft:!r, including nontidal wetland~. other state or federal permits notwithstanding. 

(7) MBAs designation shall not.be used to facilitate th~ filling of_tid_~J_.\1/eUanq~ that ar~ 
contiguous to the buffer PtJQ create additional buildable land for 11~w_g_evelopI11ent_Qt: 
r~d~_vel opm~nt!, 

(S), No natural vegetation may be removed in the buffer except that required by the 
proposed construction. 

(9) Mitigation_Jor d~velop.m~!!L.,or redevelopment in the MR(\ ~P!1fPVt;!_cL_µrtder t~_e 
pJovisions 9fthi$ sµbsection shall be implemented as follows: 

{al Natural. forest vegetation of an area twice the extent of the footprint of the 
development activity within the one-hundred .. foot buffer shall be planted on site in 
the buffer or at another location approved by the PlanningCommission. 

fb) ApplJq~nts who cannqt fµU~~-corp_p!Y_wl!h th~ . .Pbmting re,q~jrnrnent in Subsection 
A,(9){a}a~Qyeinay offset b_y removi11g_ an equi valept area of existing lot coverage 
in the buffer. 

(c) Ap-plicants who cannot comply with either the planting or offset requirements in 
Subsection A(9}(a) or (b) above shall pay $1.50 per square foot into a fee-in-lieu 
program. 

(d} Any.fees .. in .. lieucoUecte<:l ttnc;l~rJh~§~,prnvis.ions shall b~nlaced in an account that 
will JlS~ll~_th_~ir_use_pnlyforproj~cts w.i.th,_iQ the Critical Area to enhance wildlife 
habitat. improve water quality. or otherwise promote the goals of this chapter. The 
funds cannot be used to accomplish a project or measure that would have been 
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required under existing local, state. or federal laws. regulations, statutes. or permits. 
The status of these funds must be reported to the Commission in the jurisdiction's 
quarterly reports. 

(e) Any required mitigation or offset areas shall be protected from future development 
through an easement, development agreement, plat notes or other instrument and 
recorded among the land records of the County. 

§ 72-15. Other habitat protection areas. 

A. Identification. An agglicant for a development activity. redevelopment activity or change 
in land use shall identify all applicable habitat protection areas and follow the standards 
contained in this section. 

( 1) In addition to the buffer, other Habitat Protection Areas include: 

(a) Threatened or endangered species or species in need of conservation; 

(b) Plant and Wildlife Habitat Protection Areas; including: 

(i} Colonial water bird nesting sites; 

(ii) Historic waterfowl staging and concentration areas in tidal waters, tributary 
streams or tidal and nontidal wetlands; 

(iii) Existing riparian forests; 

(iv) Forest areas utilized as breeding areas by future interior dwelling birds and 
other wildlife species; 

(vJ Other plant and wildlife habitats detennined to be oflocal significance~ 

(vi) Natural Heritage Areas; and 

(vii) Anadromous fish propa,gatio11 waters. 

(2) MapsjdentifyingJhese specific Habit~.t Protection Areas are maintained by the 
P~P~ctm~nt of Natural Resourc:~~Y{ildlifo_a.r.ic.i Heritage Division. Maps and 
ecological infonnation and are kept on record by the Town. The most recent µpcJ.ated 
inventory was completed in August 2023, and recommenda.~!_QI!~ 9.9!!!ained in Pµrn~U 
Branch Habitat Protection Report are hereby incorporated into this Chapter. 

(a) Site Mana.gement_C9_nsiderations. 
Sea level rise could signific:antly alter this habitat~ Jlt.:ffil~J1~nlly_.,i.nunda~i11gJhe 
mudflats that now support the Mississippi buttercyp, WaterJev~ls ~r~ ituJJldqtin_g 
tidal zones faster than initial models predicted, and subsidence may also 
exac.erbatt! j11llnqati()1-'.l:. One. potential conservation strategy is to protect wetlands 
and adjacent uplanc:l forest buffers upstream of the population at slightly higher 
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elevation in order to provide potential habitat for rnigration of the rare plant 
~pecies with sea level rise. Unless the rise in sea level moderates in the futµx~~ th!~ 
rn~y not provid.~ a long-term solution. Adjacent development in the Town of 
.$.!lOW Hill further restricts ffvailable habitat for migration. Purnell Branch is 
currently protect~d in Worceste.r CounJJ~Jl.~ a_Habitat..Qf_LocaJ Significan~e under 
the Chesapeake Bav Critic.al Area Regµlations (COMAR 27.01 .09.04.e.{4)' and 
C.(2)(a}(vi)] and will soon become a Listed Species Site when the Stl:lte's li~t,of 
Endangered s_pecies is updated. The Maryland Natural Heritage Progranv:!nd 
f_OOD~rntive gartners completed a State Wildlife Action Plan in 2015 as a 
re,quirernent of State Wildlife Grant funding. The plan details key wildlife 
wJ?it{IJS., 1JJitt1ral communities. and Species of Greatest Conservation Need 
(SGCNl.statewide,,\and providesjnfor:matiori.Qn t_hr~ats to an.d~Q11servation needs 
of Maryland's wildlife :t:t,1:sot1rces and theirsupporting habitats. 

R Standards, 

( l) An applicant for ij deyelqpment activitYJl.rQPOS~dfor.Jtsite within th~-~ritical Area that 
is jJLPL ne~r a hab_it~t nrotection. area listed ab<>v~, shaH request review by the 
D~-P.ml:r:t1£_11J of Natural Resources Wildlife and Heritage Service {DNR WHS), and as 
necessary United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), for comment and 
technical advice. Based on DNitW1-1.S '.s rnqomm~n_dations, adcljd9nal researcl1Jmd site 
~nalysis may be regpired to iqentifyJ!v~JQ~~tiQt1.Q_tJhn~c1t~l1~-d~ano endangered species 
and sptecies in neel'.l qfconservation on a site. 

(2) If the presence of a habitat protection area is confinned by the Department of Natural 
Resources, the applicant shall follow the requirements of COMAR 27.01.09.02 through 
27.01.09.05, all recommendations from DNR WHS. and as necessary all 
recommendations from USFWS: 

(a) If potential Forest Interior Dwelling Birds habitat is identified, the proposed 
development shall conform to the Critical Area Commission's FIDS Guidance 
Manual, dated June 2000 and as updated. 

(b) If potential anadromous fish propagation waters are identified, the proposed 
development shall confonn to the policies and criteria listed in COMAR 
27.01.09.05. 

(3} The applicant shall obtain approval of the habitat protection plan from the Planning 
Commission. The specific protection and conservation measures recommended by 
DNR WHS and USFWS shall be included in the plan and shall be considered 
conditions of approval of the project. 

§ 72-16 Water Dependent Facilities. 

A. Applicability. The provisions of this chapter apply to those structures or works associated 
with industrial, maritime, recreational. educational, or fisheries activities that require 
location at or near the shoreline within the buffer. An activity is water-dependent if it 
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cannot exist outside the buffer and is dependent on the water by reason of th~ i~t.rinsic 
m1tµre of it~p_eration. 

a. ld~n_tjfication. Water dependent facilities include, but are not limited to, ports,. the intak~ 
and outfall structures of power plants. water-use industries. marinas and other boat 
docking structure&,.n.ublic beaches and other public water-oriented recreation areas, and 
fisheries activiJies. Excluciecl from this rygulation are indiyJdual private piers installed or 
maintained.by riparian l{!QQQWO~Ju.ul w.hi<;h an~.nQt_p·a.rt 0J_c1..-§.ubd.ivision that provides 
community piers. 

C. General policies . .Th~poli9ies ofSnow Hill with regard to '\\:?ter-dependent facilities 
shall be to liroitdevelopment activities in the buffer to thqs,e. tha.tJ1r.e_water-dependent and 
provide by design and location criteria that these activities wil] have .111inimal ingjyidual 
gmd cumulative impacts on water quality and fish. wildlife, and plant l}a,bitat in the 
Criti~~l Area. In accordance with Natural Resources Article §8-1808.3. of the Annotated 
Co4~ of M~[Y-land, penniUed developrrient in the buffer is limited to the minimum lot 
coverage necess~r~.r_to accommoda.t~ each water dependent facility or activity. 

D. Stanclards. The following standards shall applv to new or expanded development 
.;l~tivities associated with water-dependent facilities: 

(1) New or expanded development activities may be permitted in the l:mJfer in the IDAs 
'1:nd LDAs provided that it can be shown: 

(a) That they are water-dependent; 

(b) That the project meets a recognized private right or public need; 

(c) That adverse effects on water quality. fish, plant an~ wildlifehal;>,itat are 
minimized; 

(d) That. insofar as possible. non-water-dependent structures or opera_tic:ms assqciat~d 
with water~dependent proiects or activities are located outside the buffer; 

(e) Imnacts to fish. wildlife1 or plant habitat are avoided, or if unavoidable. 
minimizeq; .~D.Q 

(f) Miti_gationis...~rovicj_~d. <I~ ~.minimum rntio qf 1: I based on the square footage of 
tree canopy coverage rer:npv_ed. 

(2) New or expandedd.t;vyJpprpe,pta~,tiyities mayno.t be pennitted in those portions of 
the Buffer whj_9JJoccur in R~~o,1Jrce _Cc,n~~IY?tion Areas. Applicants for water­
dependent facilities in a Resouxce Conservation Area, other than those ,,~~~qi_fis~lb~ 
permitted herein. must apply for a portion of the Town's growth allocati,on_as &~tforth 
in this _chapter. 
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R Evaluating plans for new and expanded water-dep~ndent facilities. The Town shall 
evaluate on a case-by .. case basis all proposals for e:icpansion of ~2(.isting or new water-
9ependent facilities. The TownshaH work with appropriate state and federal agencies to 
develop a plan for the approval of anJtrea suitable for the location of a new or expanded 
1¥._~teradependent f49;Jj.ty or ~ctivit_y, During the review of awlications, the Town mav 
seek comments from appropriate state anq fi~deral a_ge!'}cies on the proposed n§w o.r, 
expanded water-dependent facility to ensure that the following factors are appropriately 
considered: 

( 1) That the activities will not significantly a~ter existing water_circulation patterns or 
salinity regimes; 

f2) That the water body upon which these :,ictivities are_p[QJ20sed l.UtS .. JlQ .. e_qqat~_fh1shin,g 
characteristics in the area: 

fil.Ihat~h~turbance to wetlands, -~t1gm~rged a_g(y_atic plant beds, or other areas of 
important aquatic habitats will be minimized; 

(41 That adverse im,pacts to water qµa.lityJhat may occur as a resultof these activities. 
§!lyh a.s)JQJl:,POint sourc~.rnn-oft sewage di~£.hargefrol!} la!)tj ~ctiyiti~s or vessels. or 
from boat cleaningand maintenance op,~n1tions i§mi_r,ii,mi.:?~Qi 

(5..) That shellfish beds as reguh1ted by 1":l~ryland Department of Natural Resources will 
rrot be:_gis_ty_~bed or be ma.cf~ ~_upject to disch,1rge that will render them unsuitable for 
harvesting; 

(6) That dredgiQg shall be conducted in a 1m1pner, and using a method which causes the 
!ea,$,t_gisNrbanceto water qualityand aquad~ c1.11d terrestrial habitats in the ar!!l! 
immediately surrounding the dredging operation or within.the criticc1l ~r~a~generally; 

(7} '[l}at_dre,dg~cl~poi_l~jlJnotbeplaced withinJhe buffer or elsewhere inthat portion of 
the Critical Area which has been desig~!\ted as a Habita.tJ:rot~ctipn Arf;!4 exct:!pt as 
necessary for: 

(a) Backfillfor permitted shore erosionp_rotection me~i_~\,!r..f;~~ 

(p1 Use in~~pproveq_y_~~~at~_d _shore erosion prQjects; 

(cl Pla9ement on p,revioµs\y ~p_proy_~p_cbannel maintenance spoil disposal areas; 

(d) Beach nourishment; 

(e} RestoraHon of an island; 

(0 The creation .. restoration, or enhancement of a wetland, or a fish, wilcllife. or plant 
habitat or 
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(gl Any other approv~_d_b_eneficial use. 

{8) That interference withthe natural transport of sand willJ)e minimized: 

(9) That disturbance will be avoided to historic 8;reas of waterfowl staging and 
concentration or other Habitat Protection Areas identified in the HaDitat J~roJecti911 
Area Chapters of this ordinance; and 

( 10) Prior to the Town issuing local authorization for th~J:~x.pan_sion of e~istin.g or new 
water-dependent facilities. applicants shall submit all applicable state and federal 
i!UthQri?llllQ.n~il.1cJuding those required by the Maryland Department of the 
Environment andthe U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers. 

f. Industrial and port:-relate<:l facilities. New, expanded or redevelopedindustrial or port"'. 
rel~t~d faqilitie~ '1fl4 th~X<:!W.~~~mt!nt of these facilities may b~ permitted onlv in those 
p<>rtionsof ID As that have been d~sig:11ated as Modified Buffer Areas as described in this 
chapter and are subject to the J?.XQVisions set forth in that chapter. 

G. Marjpas,and qther ~Prnm~r~i~Lm~ritime facilities. New. expanded or redeveloped 
marinas may be pennitted sµqject toJhe reguirements set forth below: 

O) New, expanded or redevelop,ed marinas may be pennitted in the buffer within IDAs 
flndLDAs. 

(2) A new commercial marina or related commercial maritime faC:Hity or activity may b~ 
permitted in the buffer of an RCA, only if it is publicly owned and meets all the 
requirements of subsection J of this section 

(3}New and existing marinas shall meet the sanitary requirements of the Department of 
the Environment as required in COMAR 26.08.04.09 and, as applicable, COMAR 
26.24.04.03, New marin~s s.haHest~lhlish a means of minimizing the discharge of 
bottom wash waters into tidal w.@J~r$. 

H. Communi~y piers. New or expanded community marinas and other non-commercial 
boat-docking and storage facilities rnaJ be p_ermitted in the buffer subject to the 
reguirements in this chapter provided that 

0) These facilities may not offer food, fu.el~ or otb,er. goods and services for sale and shall 
provide adequate and clean sanitary facilities; 

(2) TheJacilities are community-owned and establis1'l_ed and operated for the benefit of 
the residents of a platted and recorded riparian subdivision; 

(3) Thefacilities are associated with a residential dey~Jopment appr2,v_~_cJ...Q)'.Jb~._I9_wn for 
the Critical Area and consistent with all State requirements and program requirements 
for the Critical Area; 
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(4) Disturbance to the buffer is the minimum necessary to provide a single point of 
access to the facilities; and 

(5) If community piers, slips. or moorings are provided as part of the new development. 
private piers in the development are not allowed. 

I. Number of slips or piers pe@iU<!d. The number of slips or piers pennitted at the facility 
shall be the lesser of ( 1) or (2) below: 

(1) One slip for each 50Jeet of shoreline inJhe subdivision inJh<:! ID As and LDAs and 
one slip for each 300 feet of shoreline in the subdivision in the RCA; or 

(2)A density of slips o:r piers tq platted lots or dwelling~ wi_thin the subdivision)11the 
Critical Area according tothe following schedµle; 

_Ta_b_l_e _I._2 ____ N_u_m_b~er, pf ~lips Permitted 

Platted Lots or Dwellim!s in the Critical Area Slips 

LlO to ] 5 J_for~~c.h.lot 

16 40 15 or 75% whichever is 
greater 

41 100 30 or 50% whichever is 
greater 

101 300 50 or 25% whichever is 
greater 

bver 300 75 or 15% whichever is 
greater 

J.~ ... _.P._ttb_l_i~ b~µch~.s a.nooth~r public reqreation or educatiop area:s~ Public h~~lch~§ or other 
public wat~r-oriented recreatiqn or e~ucaJioQ areas includin_g~ but not limited to,_publicly 
owned boat launching and docking facilities and fishing piers may be permitted in the 
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buUer in IDAs. These facilities may be permitted within the buffer in LDAs and RCAs 
provided ,!hat: 

(I) __ Adequate sanitary facilities exist: 

(2) _Service facilities are, to the extent possible .. located outside the buffer; 

(3) Penneable surfaces are used to the extent practicable. if no dygradation of 
groundwater would result; 

( 4) Disturbance to natural vegetation is minimized; and 

(5} Areas for po§sibl~ recreation) such as nature study, and hunting and trapping. and for 
education. rnay be permitted in the Buffer within Re~gurce Conserv.atjon Areas if 
service facilities for these uses are located outside of the Buffer. 

K. Researcb'."Associat~g ~n.dEdu_c~tion_--A~§o~i~.t~J!)Vater-I)~ptmdent Facilities or Activities~ 
A research:-associated water-dependent facility or activity qr 9f an educati-9~n-associ~tt!_g 
water-dependentJadlity or activity may be pennitted in the buffer of an IDA!, LOA~ or 
RCA, if any associated nonwater-dg,endent project or activity is located 9µ_tsid~ th~ 
Buffer. 

L. Aquaculture and Fishery Facilities and Activities: Water Quality ~<::sl9rnti9n. The 
following types of aquaculture and fishery facilities and activities may be pennitted in the 
Buffer of an IDA, LOA> or RCA: 

(I) A shore-based facility or activity necessary for a commercial aquaculture operation; 

(2) A commercial water-dependent fishery facility or activity, including a structure for 
crab shedding, a fish off-loading dock, and a shellfish culture operation; and 

(3) A facility or activity that supports water quality restoration in the Chesapeake Bay. 
the Atlantic Coastal Bays, or their watersheds. 

§ 72-17 Local Development Proiects. 

A. Applicability. For all development in the Critical Area resulting from any action by the 
Town on local or privately owned lands, the Town shall adhere to COMAR 27.02.02, 
COMAR 27.02.04 and COMAR 27.02.06. 

B. Procedures. 

( l) If the project meets the provisions of this chapter and is minor development, the 
Department of Planning, Zoning and Building shall prepare a consistency report and 
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submit a copy of the report with relevant plans and infoI)ll,ation a..h<?~ Jh~_project tQ 
the Commission per the requirements of COMAR 27 .02.02. 

{llJf the project does not meet the provisions of this chapter, the Department of 
Planning. Zoning and Building sb~U seek a con9it_i_Qpal approval by the Commission 
per the requirements of COMAR 27.02.Q.§. 

(3) The Town shall submit information as required in the Commission's Proiect 
S;,bcommittee Awlication Checklist:. 

C. Noti9,~Jmd J>Qstj.ngr~gµireme.nts for projects reviewed and approved by the Commission. 

Public notice is required for all development pi-,qjects that gJ1alifi:. µnder GQMAR 
27.03.01.03. Public notice shall be the responsibility 9f th~ Town and. evidence that those 
requirements have been met shall be included as part of the sub_tnittal to the Commission. 

§ 72-18. Definitions. 

Jhef.9llowing words have the following mea,,nip.gs for the purposes of implementing this chapter 
~ndJb.e Snow HiHZoning Code, and the singular always includes the plural. and vice versa:i e~cept 
where such construction would be unreasonable: 

ABATEMENT The act of putting an en_gJo a land a.Iteration or develo12me11t activity or reducit1g 
the.9e,gre~ Q.r.int~nsit,,y of the alteratio11or~gtiyJ~ 

A.C::TESSORY STRUCTURE~ A structure that is detached from the principal structure. 
located on the same lot and clearly incidental and subordinate to _a pripcipaJ structµr~~ ,or., if.ther~ 
is no principal structure on the lot. a structure that is cµstomaril.y in~id~ntf:!Lapg §..\lQQrq,in~te t~u1. 
m}!)cipal structure. 

ADDITJOl'L. N~YllYJ::o.n~!_rµct~Q.flr~athat increases tb.e size of a structure. 

AG RI CULTURE.~ AU ,:nethods .o.f produ<)Ji_w1 and management of livestockt crops, vegetation, 
and soil. This includes, but is not limited to, the related activities of tillage, fertilization, pest 
control, harvesting, and marketing. It also includes. but is not limited to, the activities of feeding. 
housing, and maintaining of animals such as cattle. dairy cows, sheep, goats, hogs. horses, and 
poultry and handling their by-products. 

AGRICUL TURAl, EAS~MENT A qqQpgss~ssory inJ~rest in land which restricts the 
conversion of use oft.he land, _preventing non-:agric._il}Jural uses. 

ANADROMOUS FISH - Fish that travel upstream (from their primarv habitat in the ocean) to 
freshwater in order to spawn. 

ANADROMOUS FISH PROPAGATION WATERS Those streams thfltJ1re tributary to the. 
Chesapeake Bay and Atlantic Coastal Bays in which t}:lespawning of anadromous speGies oJ fish 
(e.g., rockfish, striped bass, yellow perch, white perch, shad, and river herring) occurs or has 
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occurred. The streams are identifi~d by the Department_of ~~tural Resources~ 

AQUACULTURE 

A. Fanning or culturing of finfi~,h~ shellfish, qtl1~r aguatic plants qr_animals or both:1 in lakes, 
streams .. inlets, estuaries. and.other natural or artificial water bodies or i111,poµngments. 

B. Activities include hatching, culti'l~!ing~_plantil'lg~ fe~din_g,, raising, and ha~~sting of aguatic 
plants and animals and the maintenance ancl_qJnstruction of 11ec~ssar,y equipment~ buildi~ 
i!Dfi_growing areas. 

C. Cultivc1tion methods include, but are not limited to, seed or larvae developm~rit and grow out 
faciHtie~~Ji§h ponds, shellfish rafts, rack and longlines, seaweed floats and the culture .9f 
clams and oysters on tid_e.lands and subtidal areas. 

P...!J or the_,pyqms~ of this ddir1i_tion. related activities such as wholesale and retail sales1 

processing and product~tora.g_e facilities are not considered aguacultural practices. 

J3EST MANAGEMENT P~ACTICES (BMPs) ~ Conservation practices or systems of practices 
and management measures that control soil loss and :reduce water quality degradation caused b.y, 
nutrients. animal waste .. toxics and sedim~.Pt,. A.gricultural I3MI>s .in.~lude'1 but are ng_t limit~4 ~(), 
strip cropping, terracing, contQ..U.f strippin,g,, _grass waterways, animal waste struc.ture.s~ ponds, 
minimal tillage~ ,grass and. n~tµ,r~lly vegetated filter strips. and proper nutrient application 
m~asures. 

BUFFER - Area that based on conditions at the time of development isJwm~diatE::ly landw<;t.rg 
from mean high water of tidal waterwayl1Jhe edge of bank of a trilmtacy stream, or...tli~ ecige of a 
tidal wetland; and the area e~ists in~ or i§ established in •. natural yeg~tatiQf! to protect a stream, 
tj9al_~etl~ngJJid~lwaters ortez:restrial er1vironments from human disturbance. The buffer includes 
µ,n area of aJ J~<ctsLJOO feet even if that area was previously disturbed by human activity o.r is. 
currently developedt and also includes anv expansion for contiguous sensitive ,i:l,r~a§~ such as Jl 
steep slope, hydric soil. highly erodible .s..oH~, nontidal wetland,, or a nontidal wet}c1nd of special 
state concern as defined in the COMAR 26i23.iOtfil .. 

BUFFER MANAGEMENT PLAN - Includes a majm buffer management plan, a minor buffer 
management planl and a sjtnplified buffer management plan. 

CANOPY TREE~ A tree that when mature commonly reaches a hei_gh.toj)t least 35 feet. 

CLIMATE RESILIENCY,.. The capacity of a natural system to maintain function inJhe face of 
§.tr~8-.~~~_ilJlJ!Q_§.~_d __ by_climate change. Climate resiliency includes adapting a natural system to be 
bett~rprepar,ed for future climate impacts including sea level rise .. saltwater intrusion. wetland 
migration, storm surge. pr~cipitatio11::inciuced flooding, and other extreme weather events. 

CLUST~R DEVEJ,OPMENT _ - A residential development in which dwelling units are 
concentrated in a select1e.d area or selected areas of the development tract so as to provide natural 
hal:>i!Jt~ or Q.ther op;en space uses on the remainder. 

COLONIAL NESTING WATER BIRDS ··--· Heronsl ~grets~ terns~ and glossy ibi&. __ F9r the 
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purposes Qf nesting, these birds congregate {that is "colonize") in relatjv~ly few areas.,. at which 
~ime the regional populations of these species are highly susceptible to local di~Jµrbances. 

COMAR The Code of Maryland Regulations~ as from_time to. time amended, including any 
successor provisions. 

COMMISSIO~ - The Critical Area Commission for the Chesapeake and Atlan.t.ic Coastal 
BctJ'.2. 

COMMUNITY PIERS Boat. dockit1;g facilities associated. with subdivisions or similar 
residential areas. and.with condominium; ctp~rtment and otherJ,1.1Ultiple~family dwelling units. 
Private piers £!.re excluge_d from this definition. 

CQM.PREHENSIVE OR MASTER PLAN A compilation of p9licy statements_~_.,goaJsi 
standards, maps and pertinent data relative to the past, pre~@t and futµre trends of the local 
jurisdiction, including, but not limited to~ its population~ housing~ __ economics, social patterns, land 
uses. water resources and t}:teir use. transportation facilities and public facilities prepared byor for 
ttle. pfant1i11gbo~rd, agency or office. 

!=.~ON~ERVA TION EASEMENT A nonpossessory.int(;!restin land which resJri<*~ tb.~.m~nn~r 
in which the land may be develop~gjJlfln. efforttQ..!~~-~ry~ r.iatµral re&Qµrces for future use. 

CONSOLI.QATIQ'N :-- A combination of any legal parcels of land or recorded legally buildable 
lot(~l into fe\Ver lots or parcels than originally existed. An application for consq}idation may 
include a subdivision, lot line abandonment, boundary line adjustme.nt,, repla.ttin,g.r:~,4.esti-2.Ll_Qt 
line adjustment. 

CRITICAL AREA .... All landsJu1<;l,,wt1t~rs defined in§ 8:J807 of the Natural Resources Article, 
Anno!~~~d Cod<:! oOvlaryland. Thev include: 

A. All.w~tess of and lands under the Chesapeake Bay and Atlantic Coastal B<!yi; and their 
tributaries t.oJhe head of tide; 

B. All state c!Od.priyat~ wetlands designated under Title 16 of the Environment Article, 
Annotated Code! pf Ma.ryland;, 

C. All land and water.areas within I ~000Jeet b.~ycmd th~ landw~rd boundaries of state or private 
wetlands and the heads of tid~.~ d~~Jgnated under TithLL9 of the Enyironment Article. 
Annotated Code of Maryland; and 

D. Modification to these areas through inclusions. or exch1sions proposed by locaJlyris.cli~t.!QU§ 
t;1IJd approved by the Critical Area Commission as specified in § 8'.': 1807 ofthe Natural 
ll~~9urc~s Arti~le. Annotated Code of Maryland. 

OE!'{SJTY_--:- Th~ number of dwelling units per acre within a defined and measurable area. 

DE,yEi,OPED WOODLANDS - ,_ An area of trees or of trees and 11aturaLvegetation that is 
interspersed with residential. commercial, industrial or recreational dt:'!velopm~nt. 
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DEVJ~~PPMENT ACTIVl1JES -::- The construction or substantial alteration of residential. 
~ommercial. industriaL institutional or transportation facilities or structures~ 

DISTURBANCE --- An alteration or change to the land .. Jtjncludes any amount of clearing, 
grading, or construction activity. Disturbanc~ does not .i.n~lude gardening or maintaining an 
existing grass lawn. 

DWELLING UNIT - A single unit providing complet~., ind~pend_~_ot living facHiti~§....for .. atJeflst 
one person, including provisions for. sanitation, cookiQg, eatingi sleeping, and other activities 
routinely associated wit1t.4l,l,ilyJife. DweUin.g uni_t includes living quarters for a domestic or other 
erop}gy~e or ten~nt,l!_an in"'.la'-:V qr ac~essory apartment. a guesthouse. ora caretaker residence. 

ENDANGERED SPECIES Any species of fish, wildHfo1 . .fir plants that has been designated as 
endangered by regulation of the Department of Natural Resources. Designation occurs when the 
go11tim.1ede.~i§_t_ence of these species as viable components of the state's resources is determined to 
be in jeopardy. This includes any species determi_ned. to b~ an.'.~~ndangered" species purslJ~n..t JQ 
the Fedt;:rc1l End.a,tJg~t~d S,peci~s Act~ 16 U~S.C!.§ et seq .. as amended. 

E§I8-BLISHMENT - The planting or regeneration of native vegetation throughout the bµffer: 

FINANCIAL ASSURANCE A performance bon.dLletter9J crecJitli cash depgsit% insurance 
policy. or other inst111ment of security_ac.9.~_ptable to th,<!: Town_ of Snow Hill. 

I:ISHERJES ACTIVITIES - Commercial water-dependent fisheries facilities, including 
structures for the parking)• processing, canning. or freezing o(fj_nfish,,. crustaceans~ mo Husks,, a.,11d 
amphibians and reptiles and also including related.~activities ~µch as wholesale and retail sale$. 
product storage facilities, crab shedding, off".'l()ading dQ.cks, shellfish culture operations, and shore­
based facilities necessan1 for aguacult.µral qperations. 

fOREST ~ A biological community dominated by trees and otherwoody plants covering a land 
a~ea of I 0.000 square feet or greater. "Forest" includes areas th~t .. bave at least 100 trees_per acre 
with at least 50~'o of those trees having two:-inch--or-grea~er diameter at 4.5 feet above the ground 
and forest areas that have been cut, but not cleared. 11fqrest 11 does not include orchards. 

FOREST INTERIOR DWELLING BIRDS m~a.nss,p_ecies of birds that require relatively 
large. forested tracts in order to breed successfully,, suc;h .as v_a,riqqsspecies of flycat.~h.~ 
warblers. vireos, and woodpeckers. 

FULLY ESTABLISHED The buffer contair.is ~s much diverse. native vegetation as necessary 
to support a firtJl apd stable riparian habitat capable of self-sustaining growth and regeneration. 

GRANPFATHER,ED PARCEL or GRANDFATHERED LOT - A parcel of land that was 
~reated oraJot created_furo-µ_gp the subdivision process and record_ed as aJegally buildable lot prior 
to Qecember L 1985. 

GROWTH ALLOCATION The number of acres gf land inJl)._e Critical Are~JJmUh~ Town of 
Snow Hill may use, or the county may allocate to mqnigi.J!al iurisdictions to use. to create new 
Intensely Dey<:!l_Qpe4Arn~Ji.JHJQ n~w Limited Development Areas. The growth allocation is S~lo of 
the Jot~L Resource Conservation Area acreage in Snow Hill at the time the Critical Area 
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Commission approved Snow Hill's original Critical Area Ordinance~ not i11cludin,.gJidal wetlands 
or land owned by the federal govemm~nt. 

HABIT AT PROTECTJQN PLAN - A plan that provides for the protection and conservation of 
the species and hab.itats identified as habitat protection areas in the Critical Area. The plan shall 
be sge~ific to the site or area where the species or its habitat is located and shall aqdr.ess all aspects 
of a proposed development activity that may affect the continued presence of the s,p_~(.?ies. These 
include, but are not limitedJo, cutti11g,, clearin&iJil.terations of natural hydrology. and increases in 
lot coverage. In developingtlwplan:L~n applicant shall co<>rdinafo with the Department of Natural 
Ilesour9es to ensure that. the plc1.r1js adequate to provide for long-term conservation and can be 
effectively implemented on the specific site. 

HIGHLY ERODIBLE SOILS Tho$~ soils with a &.lgp~ gr.~aJe.rJl:Hm. I~%; gr_those soils with a 
K value greaterth~n0~3S anc;lwith slopes greater than 5%. 

HISTORIC WATERFOWL_.STAGING AND CONCENTRATION AREA - An area of open 
water and adjacent marshes where waterfowl gather during migration and throughoutth~ winter 
season. These areas are historic in the sense th~J tl}~i.r lqcation is corp111on, k11owleq,ge andb._e_~_~use 
these areas have beenused regularly during receQtJim~s. 

HYDRIC. SOILS .... $oils that ar~ wet frequently enough to periodically produce anaerobic 
conditioris~ th~r:ebyi_nflµS!n.cing the species composition or growth. or both. of plants on those soils, 

HYDROPHYTIC VEGgTATION ~ Those plants cited in "Vascular Plant Species Occurring in 
M~i:yland Wetlandsll{Dawson~ F. et aL 1985) which are described as growing in water or on a 
substr?:te_th~fis ~t l~f:lSt periodically deficient in oxvgenas axesult. of _excessive water content 
(plants typically found in water habitats). 

IN~KIND REPLACEMJ~NT The J_eplacement of a structure with another structure that is 
smaller than or identical to the originalstructure in footprint area. width, length. 

INTENSELY DEVELOPED AREA - An area of atJeast 20 acres or the entire upland p9rtion of 
the Critical Area within a municipal corporation. whi9he':'t!(j~Je;S,!h Whf!re n~sid~ntial_~ comrr1~r_cial~ 
institutional, or industrial d_eyeloped l~q.d uses predominat~~ J1nd a r~l~frye:ly §Jpall amount of 
naturaLhabitat occurs. These areas include ~11 area with a housing densitvofat least four dwelling 
un.!tS.,P~r ac.r_y~a11_ar.~~ with pubHc water and sewer systems with a housing density of more than 
three dwellin_g units per. a!;.n~: 

LAND CLEARING Anya9.tivity that removes the vegetative ground cover. 

LEGALLY DEVELOPED·- All physical improvements to a property that existed before Critical 
Area Commission approval of a local ordinance or were properly permitted in a~cordance with 
the provisions of the local ordinance in effect.~t the time of construction. 

LIMITED DEVELOPMENT AREA -An area with a __ qQusingd(;"!nsiJy rnn,gingJrom one dwelling 
unit per five acres up to four dwelling un,it~-P~J acre: with a public water or s~\Ver system;. that is 
no!_q_g_mi_n,;:1t~<:Lhy_agricultural land~ wetland. forests. barren land, surface water. or open space; or 
that is less than 20 acres and otherwise qualifies as an intensely developed area under the definition 
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in this chapter. 

LOCAL SIGNIFICA.J~.CE - Developme11t of a minor scalEl~ which_caus~s. environmental or 
economic consequences th~L~re largely_confined JQJhe. immediat!,! area of the parcel of land on 
which it is located; doce~J1ot substantially afie£tth.~_<;_ij_ti£?1.LAr~a Ordinance of the Town of Snow 
Hill~ and.is not considered to be major development as defined in this chapter. 

LOT COVERAGE The percentage of a total lot or parcel that is occupi_~<l by a strncty~ 
accessory structure. parking ar.e~.1- dr.i.Y~JY~. W.!}_lkWf.ll'.1. .. QL.IQ.ad_w~y; or covered,.w:hh_~_pq.yerl 
walkway grave]., sJone,., .. s.h~ll.'"~~IJll§~QJe de:c;kin.:g~ ap_~ver,.p_e11nc;;iple pavement. or any other man­
made material.. L,ot coverage includes the. ground area covered or occupied by a stairway or 
im.11~1111~.~ble deck, but does not include a fence or wall that is less than one foot in width that has 
not been constructed with a footer; a walkway in the buffer .or expanded buffer. including a 
stairway. that provides direct.access to a coinm11nity or private pier; a wood mukh pathway,; or a 
permeable deck. 

MAJQR QEVJ:!~OPMENT - Development of a scale that may cause statewide. regional. or 
interjurisdict!9nal. environmental or economic effects in the Critical Area, or which may cause 
substantial impacts to the Critical Area of a local jurisdiction. This development if!g}g~~~~- but is 
not limited to. aimorts, !)9~~rpl"11ti;;:J w?stewater treatment pl~gt,s" highw~ys.,, _re~i_cm~L lJJiliJ.Y 
transmission f~~i.Htie$.~ __ prj~~Q.n.s, hospitalsl pllblic housing project~i JlUblic beaches. and i11tensely 
develCJped p@rla;.~and. recreation facilities. 

MARINA - Any facility for the mooring, berthing\ storing. or securing ofwatercraft, but not 
including community piers and other noncommercial boat docking and stora,g~JacHi_ties. 

MEAN HIOH.:WATE.8.JJNE {MHWU __ =-The averng~ lyyd o(pigh tides at a given lo~ation. 

MITJOAJION -An action taken to compe11saJe for adverse illlpa.cts to the environment resulting 
from development, development activity, or a change in land use or intensity. 

MODIFIED BUFFER AREA (MBA) ,An area officially tnt;lpped by the Town of SnQwJ:HU 
and approved PY tA~ .GrW.~~L~.te.!l_(gmmission as a BMA"'. whern it has been sufficiently 
demonstrated th~t the existing pattern of residenti.~L. industrial. commercial .. institutional. or 
rec.rea,tional development prevents the buffer from fulfilling its water quality and habitat functions, 
and where development in accordance with specific BMA provisions can be permitted in the 
buffer without a variance. 

NATURAL HERITAGE .ARE.A_~ .•.Any,communities of plants or !!niroals which are cons.ider_ed 
to be among t~e b~st ~tate:wi.de .ex,:nI1ple.s of their ~.ind. and '1re design~t~c.1 by regulation by the 
Secr~tar,y oftheDep~i:tment of Natural Resour..c.~s1 

NATURAL REGENERATION-··'" The natural establishment of trees and other vegetation with at 
least 400 free-to-grow seedlings per acre. which are capable of reaching a height of at least 20 feet 
at maturity. 

NATURAL VEGETATION-· - Those plan.t communities that dey~lop in the absence of quman 
acti vi ti es. 
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NEW DEVELOPMENT - For purposes of implementing specific provisions~ tlwchapter.J)eW 
developments (as opposed to redevelopment) mean a development a~t_ivity that takes place on a 
property wH.h predevelopt:n~mUmperyiqµsness (in Int(!ns.ely__Q_eveloped Areas) or lot cover~.,g~ 
{Limited Devel9,pm~nt Areas and R,esoµr9_e CQ1Js.ervation Areas) of less than 15% as of December 
L I 985. 

NONTIDAL WETLANDS-Those areas regulated under Subtitle 9 of the Environment Article 
that are inundated or saturated by surface water or grouQdW<,tt~r .at a frequ~nc,y ___ and _<;lurntioQ 
sufficient to support.,, and that under nonnal circumstanc~s does S,UJlP.Qrt,a urevaJ_!:n9~~ 9f.y~getation 
wically ada_pte:d for life in saturated soil conditions1 yommonly known as h}!'.drophytic vegetation. 
Th~ determination of whether an area is a nontidal wetland shall be made in accordance with the 
publication known as the . "Federal . Manual for Identifying and Delineating Jurisdictional 
Wetlands .. " published in 1989 and as may be amended. Nontidal wetland_~ QQJJ.Qt include tidal 
wetlands regulated under Title 16 of the Environment Article ofthe Annot?t~d. (;ocle of rv1{ll)'land, 

9FFSETS Structures or actions that compens~te for undesirable impacts. 

OPEN SPACE- Land and water areas retained in an essentially undeveloped state. 

OVERBURDENED COMMUNITY- Has the meaning.&tated h1§1•701 gfth~ EnYirnnment 
Article. 

PERSON - An individuat partnership. comoration, contractor. property owner. or anv other 
person or entity. 

PIER . An.x,p.i.er., wh~rf, dock, walkway. bull<_h~a4~ brei:l..kwaJ~r~ piles or other si111U~r_stru9J1.1rn~ 
pier do~s noUnc.lude ari,y structure on pilings or stilts that was originallv constructed beyond the 
hmd.war~lQQ'-lQQari<!~tof stc1t~gr,.prjvc1t_~w~tl&nf!~~ 

PLANT HABIT AT - A community of plants commonly identifiable by the composition of its 
vegetation and its physiographic characteristics. 

PORT~- AJ~cility or a,rea established or des~gr.iatedJ;,y the state or local jurisdictions for 
pµq,os~s of waterborne coITirnerce. 

PRINCIPAL STRUCTURE - The primary or predominant structure on any lot or parcel. For 
residential parcels or lots. the principal structure is the primary dwelling. 

PROGRAM AMENDMENT Any change or prQPQ~ed change tcu~n...adopt~d _ _q_rdinancc th.at is 
99t d.etermined by the Chairn1an of Jhe _Critical Area Comrnissicm to be an ordinance refinement 

PRQQRAM REFIN13MEt~I- _ Any chctIJ&e QrJ!roposed change to an adopted ordinance that the 
Chainnan of the Critical Area Commission determines will result in a use of land or water in the 
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area or Atlantic Coastal Bays Critical Area in a manner consistent with 
the adopted ordinance. or that will not significantly affect the use ofJ!l.n.d ox. waterin the Critical 
Area. Ordinance re6ncment may include: 

A, A .changeJo,111 adopted ordinance that results from stat~ Jaw; 
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~b change to an ado,pted o~4in,?.nce that affects local processes and proced.ure_s.; 

C. A cha~ge to a local ordi_nanqe or code that clarifie_s an existing provision: and 

D. A minor fh.«!t1ge to an element of an adopted prdinance that is .. £lear1y CQp,sistent with the 
provisions of State Critical Area law and all the Cri.teria Qf the Commission. 

PROPERTYQWNE&__ A person holding titl~Jo ~ property ot two or more P:ern.ons holding 
title to a prqpen,:yJJJ1q_craQyfonn ofjoint ownershi11 .. 

PUBLIC WATER-ORIENTED RECREATION - Shore-dependent recreation facilities or 
activities provided by public agencies that are available to the general public, 

RECONFIGURAT_IQN A change of the arrangement of an exi.~tin,gJg_t_or parcel line of any 
JegaJ p@rcel _Qf land or recorded l~gally buildab~e lot. An application for reconfiguration mav 
i_nclude a subdivision. alot Hne adiustment1 a boundary line adjustment, a replatting request, or a 
revision of acreage to increase density. 

REDEVELOPMENT The process of developinc land whi~his or has l>~~n .. _geveloped. For 
pumo.ses __ Q.fim_pl_~,m~nting."specific provisions of ~hi~. chap~e,r~ xe_q~v~loplllent.{;JS gppos<:!d to new 
develqp~men0 means a,_<.l~v.~lopment a.~.ti.vH.Y th?t takes place on property with predevelopment 
imQerviousness (in Inten~ely Developed Areas} or lot coverage (in Limited Development Areas 
and Resource Conservation Areas) of 15~,..o or greater. 

REFORESTATION Jby ~§!{!!?.li§hm~m_t_qfa forest thrOl,igh a,tj:ificial reprod119ti9n qr natural 
re_g~ne:ration..,_ 

RESOURCE CONSERVATION AREA -- An area that is characterized by nature-dominated 
environments. such as wetlands. surface water, forests, and open space; and resource-based 
activities. such as agriculture. forestry,_ fisheries, or aquaculture. R~source Cgn~ery~HQ!l,.~reas 
inQlµd~ ar~as with a h()using densitY..90!?$.~~ than one dwelling per five acres. 

RESOURCE UTILIZATION ACTIVITIES - Any and all activities associated with the 
utilization of natural resources such as agriculture. forestry, surface mining. aquaculture, and 
fisheries activities. 

RESTORATION The act of returning a site or ar~a to an ori,gi_naJ state or ans ac~iQn .that 
reest_ablishes an or a portiQn of the ec:olo.,gic~Lstructure &mtfunctions of a site or are~ .. 

RIPARIAN HABIT AT A habitat that is strongly influenced b.}.'..:Water.andwhich occurs 
adjacent to streams, shorelines. and wetlands. 

ROAD 

A. A public thoroughfare under the jurisdiction of the State, a county. a municip:l 
corporation, or any other public body. 

B. "Road" does not include a drive aisle or driveway. 
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SPECIES IN NEED OF CONSER V ATIQN Those fish and wildlife whose continued existence 
as partof the state's resource~_ai:_~_in guestion and which may be designated by regulation by the 
Department_Qf_~.c1tu.ral Resources as in need of conservation pursuant to the requirements of 
Natural Resources Article. §§ l 0-2A-06 and 4-2A-03. Annotated Code of Maty1land. 

STEEP SLOPES ~ Slopes of 15% or greater incline. 

STRUCTURE~ Building or construction materials~ or a combination of those material§ Jh'1tare 
purposely assembled or ioinegJpgether 011qrover land or \1/at~r. 11~t[USJ1J.relt i11cludes a temporary 
pr p~rm~nent fiJe_ed o_r floating pier~ piling. deck, walkway, dwellingr building, boathouse. 
plgtf91J11,'t _g@_?.~_pQ"....Qr shelter for the purpose of marine access, navigation, working. eating, 
sleeping. or recreating. 

SUBSTANTIAL ALTERATION _ Any repair~ reconstruction~ or in1pxov~ment of a principc,11 
structure, where the proposed (o,0tprint equals_Ql§X~eeds 50~~(} ofJhy ~~is_ti11g prin.cipal structure. 

'l'HREATENE:P SPECIES -- Any species of fish., wildlife. or plants designated as such b~1 

regulation bv the_ Department of Natural Resources that appear likely. within the foreseea!?le 
future'! to become endangered. including ~ny sp~cies of wUdlJfe Qt .PJ~nt <i,~tertnined tp Q<tJ~ 
''threatened'' species pursuantJq th~ Feq~ra.l .I:::nq~ngered Spe~i.f!~LA.ct~ .. 19~ U.,S. .. C. § 1431 et seq., as 
flm~nded. 

TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES An~hing that is built, i11sJt!U~c.i,!,,9r,~s,tc1.l:>lished to provi4_e 
a means of h:ansportfrom one place to .ano.th~rc 

TRIBl}T ARY ~TREAM -A perennial stream or intermittent stream within the Critical Area that 
has been identified by site inspection orin accordance with local ordinance procedures app~ov~d 
by the Critical Area Commission. • 

UNDERSERVED COMMUNITY~ has th~ m~aning stated in §J-701 of the Environment 
Article . 

.:~underserved community" means any census tract .. ~r:\Fbi~h. according to the mostre_ce.nt U.S. 
Census Bureau Survey: 

(i) At least 25% of the residents qualify as low-income; 

(ii) At least 50%1 of the residents identi,fi.r ~~.Jwnwhite; or 

(iii) At least I 5% of the residents have limited English proficiency. 

UNWARRANTED HARDSHIP ~- . Without a variance, an applicant would be denied rea~on~ble 
and significant use of the entire parcel or lot for.which th.e va,ri~!li;;~j~ re_qu~~.ted:. 

UPLAND BOUNDARY The lan_g_ward eclge of a tidal w.etland or nontidal wetl,mc:L 

UTILITY TRANSMISSION F ACJJJTIES ~ Fixed structures that c()ny~y or distribute resources. 
wastes, or both, incluqing but not limited to electrical lines. water conduits and sewer lines. 
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WATER-DEPENDENT F~CILJIIES == Those structures or works associated with industrial, 
maritime, recreational. educ<1ti9nal, or fisheries actjvjties that require location at or near the 
shoreline withio the buffer, An activity is water-dependent if it cannot cxjst outsid"-,the buffer and 
is dep nden on the water by reason of the intrinsic nature of its operation. Such activities include, 
but are not limited to, ports, the intake and outfall structures of power plans water-use industries, 
marinas and other boat docking structures, public beaches and other public water-oriented 
recreation areas, and fis er· es activities. 

WATERFOWL - Birds that frequent and often swim in water, nest ang raise their young near 
water, and d.!;riYe at least part of their food from aquatic plants and animals. 

WATER-USE INDUSTRY An_indU-fil!YJhat_te,wires location near the shoreline because it 
utilizes surface waters for cooling or other internal pui:poses. 

WILDLIFE CORRIPQR - A strip of land having vegetation that provides habitat and safe 
passage for wildlife. 

WILDLIFE HABITAT Those plant communities and hysiographic features that provide food, 
water, cover, and nesting areas, as welt as foraging and feeding conditions necessary to maintain 
populations of animals in the Critical Area. 

lNTRODUCED at a meeting of the Council of Snow Hill, Maryland held on June 10th, 

2025, 2025. 

Approved as to form: 

1f'nW\Ufn\-\01AJDJ\kk 
MAUREEN HOWARTH 
Ayres, Jenkins, Gordy & Almand, P.A. 
Office of Town Solicitor 
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ANN FLETCHER, 
Weste n District Councilmember 
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