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DISCUSSION 
 
Kent County is requesting that fox hunting kennels be added as an allowed accessory use in the 
Resource Conservation District (RCD), an underlying zoning district of the Resource 
Conservation Area (RCA). On March 4, 2025, the County Commissioners of Kent County 
adopted Bill No. 9-2024, which amends Chapter 222, Zoning, of the Code of Public Local Laws 
of Kent County (i.e., the Land Use Ordinance), allowing fox hunting as an accessory use in the 
RCA. The specific text amendments associated with the Bill are numbered below:  
 

1. Adding the following to Article V. District Regulations Section 2. Resource Conservation 
District (RCD) Subsection 4. Accessory Uses:  
 
“10. Dog Kennel, Fox Hunting Club, pursuant to licensure requirements set forth in 
Chapter 64 of The Public Local Laws of Kent County, Maryland”; and 
 

2. Adding the following to Article XI. Section 2. Definitions:  
 
“94.5 Dog Kennel, Fox Hunting Club. The keeping of hounds owned by fox hunting club 
for the purpose of participating in the sport of fox chasing, breeding of hounds to 
perpetuate the sport of fox chasing and training the hounds for the sport of fox chasing.”  

 
This new use in the RCA was requested by a county resident and is proposed to only impact one 
property at this time. Properties in the RCA that request this specific accessory use must comply 
with all other RCA requirements, including clearing, lot coverage limits, and Buffer 
requirements. This use will also need to comply with the county’s soon to be adopted Chapter 
64. Animals, Article II. Fox Hunting Club Dog Kennels License Process of the Public Local 
Laws of Kent County. Article II includes requirements for obtaining and maintaining a fox 
hunting club dog kennel license through the Board of County Commissioners, provisions 
pertaining to public nuisance, as well as provisions pertaining to enforcement and appeals. The 
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process for obtaining a license as provided in Article II includes the ability for the Board to set 
additional conditions to a license to further address consistency with the Critical Area Program.  
 
Committee Recommendation  
Because this request is consistent with the purposes, policies, goals and provisions of the Critical 
Area law and regulations, the Program Committee recommends that the Commission concur 
with the Chair’s determination that this new RCA use be processed as a refinement to the Kent 
County Critical Area program. Further, the Program Committee recommends that the Chair 
approve this refinement.  
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