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Reforestation Program Mission

• Maintain over 100% reforestation in 
the Critical Area

• Protect habitat

• Improve water quality

• Promote forest stewardship through 
education
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Program Overview

• Component of the Critical Area Program adopted 
by the County in 1988.

• Developed in response to a provision in the 
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area law to “Maintain 
and increase the forested vegetation of the 
Critical Area”(COMAR 27.01.05.02.A).
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Program Description

• The Calvert County Critical Area Program, 
implemented in December 1988, requires 
the County to maintain 100% of existing 
forest cover within the Chesapeake Bay 
Critical Area (land within 1,000 feet of tidal 
waters).

• When maintenance or replacement of forest 
cover onsite is not possible, a fee is collected 
to cover the cost of replacement on another 
tract within the Critical Area. These fees-in-
lieu of replanting are held in the Critical Area 
Reforestation Fund and subsequently used to 
plant other appropriate sites in the Critical 
Area as approved by the Critical Area 
Reforestation Evaluation (CARE) Committee.
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• Free trees are available for Critical Area property 
owners who have an area on their property they 
would like to replant with trees to help the County 
maintain 100% of existing forest cover within the 
Critical Area.

• An application must be filed with the Department of 
Planning & Zoning to be considered by the CARE 
Committee for free trees and planting sites.

• The Reforestation Planner, a full-time position in the 
Department of Planning and Zoning, administers the 
Program.
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Program Oversight

• The Critical Area Reforestation Evaluation 
(CARE) Committee provides oversight of the 
planting program budget and approves 
applications requesting trees.
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Procedure & Policy

• Members are appointed by the 
Board of County Commissioners 
for a three-year term.

• Meetings are held two times per 
year on the first Wednesdays of 
June and December.



CARE Committee Members

• Calvert County Department of Planning & Zoning -
Environmental Planner

• Calvert County Agriculture Commission

• Calvert County Farm Bureau

• Calvert County Forestry Board

• Calvert County Natural Resources Division

• Calvert Soil Conservation District

• Maryland Department of Natural Resources

• Member-At-Large #1 (Master Gardener)

• Member-At-Large #2 (Local Nursery Owner)

• University of Maryland Extension Office
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Program Funding 

• Permit mitigation fees – fees paid in lieu of 
replanting (FIL) – are held in a special revenue 
fund used only for planting native trees and 
shrubs on Critical Area properties.
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County Revenue Account
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Bid Process
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Technical Specifications



Notice to Proceed
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Notice to Proceed
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Planting Sites



Program Applicant

Requirements
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• Critical Area Reforestation 
Application

• Native Trees & Shrubs Planting 
Plan
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Program

Application
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Program

Procedures

For

Applicants



20

Planting Plan
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Planting Location Flagging
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Follow-Up

Maintenance 

Letter
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Program Analysis & Monitoring



24

County Permit System
Tracking Clearing & CARE Planting
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Planting Database
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• More accurate data

• Expanded data layers 

• Coordinated data sharing

• Public education

• Regulatory compliance

• Monitoring

The Role of GIS
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Tree Planting Sites Map
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Plantings
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Priority Goal: Lawn Conversion
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Shore Erosion Control
Broomes Island
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Forest Expansion
Patuxent River – FIDs* Habitat

*Forest Interior Dwelling Birds
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Buffer Enhancement/

Habitat Protection

Patuxent River – Creates Habitat
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Understory Planting
Bank Stability
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Pre-Storm Forest Cover
Storm Mitigation
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Post Storm

Forest Cover Replanting
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Stormwater Runoff Control
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Buffer Understory Planting
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Invasive Plant Removal &

Native Re-Planting
Senior Community
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Arbor Day Planting - Scouts
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HOA Stormwater

Management Planting
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Native American Hamlet 

Planting (Buffer)



Program Goals for 2020  

• Expand publicity initiative.

• Identify larger parcels of land.

• Research existing incentive programs.

• Investigate opportunities to partner 
with other agencies to promote 
stewardship.
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Thank you!
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