
Critical Area Commission 

  

STAFF REPORT 

January 6, 2021 

 

APPLICANT: City of Fruitland (Wicomico County)  

 

PROPOSAL: City of Fruitland Comprehensive Review   

           

COMMISSION ACTION: Concurrence with Chair’s Determination of Refinement 

 

STAFF: Tay Harris  

 

APPLICABLE LAW/ 

REGULATIONS: Natural Resources Article 8-1809(g)  

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

On December 10, 2020, the City Council for the City of Fruitland approved a comprehensive update 

to the Town’s Critical Area Program, required as per Natural Resources Article, §8-1809(g). The 

City’s Council repealed and replaced the City’s Critical Area program through the adoption of 

Ordinance No. 300 (see attached). The amendment addresses the update made to the Critical Area 

law changing impervious surface limits to lot coverage limits and includes minor grammatical errors. 

The City last completed a comprehensive review of its Critical Area Program on July 5, 2000.  

 

The City of Fruitland is located in Wicomico County south of and adjacent to the City of Salisbury. 

Ten properties are wholly or partially located in the Critical Area. All land located in the Critical 

Area is designated as Limited Development Area (LDA). Because of the limited extent of Critical 

Area within the town, the City of Fruitland operates under an abbreviated Critical Area Program that 

only includes provisions for Limited Developed Areas. The requirements apply to all properties as 

specified in the abbreviated provisions regardless of presence of Critical Area Buffer onsite.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Commission staff recommends that the Commission concur with the Chairman’s determination that 

this comprehensive review be processed as a refinement to the City of Fruitland’s Critical Area 

Program. Furthermore, because the Ordinance is consistent with the Critical Area law and 

regulations, Commission staff recommends the Chairman approve the comprehensive review as 

proposed. 












