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Flood Safety Act of 2024 
Reducing Flood Damage to Vermont Communities 

1. Establishes statewide 
regulation of development 
in Mapped River Corridors 

2. Establishes minimum 
no adverse impact standards 
for development in floodplains 

3. Provides 2 to 1 
wetland mitigation 

4. Strengthens 
dam safety oversight 



FEMA Public Assistance to VT 
1990-2019 $233 m + July 2023 & July 2024 + 





Observed Changes in Annual Precipitation 
Figure Credit: NOAA NECI and CISESS NC 

Compares data for the 2002–2021 
period to the average for the period of 
1901–1960 
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NFIP Claims, 
$104,951,470, 16% 

Public Assistance, 
$537,899,223, 84% 

Flooding Related Damages in Vermont 



• Over 20,000 structures in the high-risk 
Special Flood Hazard Area 

• Roughly 5% of all structures in Vermont 
o Most built before flood maps 

• 90% without insurance 

Structures in the Floodplain 



434 in high-risk zone 
15% insured 

13% of all structures 







• Protect our 
communities 

• Protect the room 
needed by the river 

• Protect floodplain 
functions 

• No adverse impact 

Flood 
Hazard 
Area 



Rivers through time, as seen in Landsat images 

http://imgur.com/2sVaJEe?r


Lewis Creek, 
Starksboro, VT 





Floodplains work for us 

• Store floodwaters 
• Reduce flood depths and erosive power 
• Recharge groundwater 
• Clean water (traps sediment) 
• Key habitats 
• Community values 

Natural benefits: 



Otter Creek, Pittsford, September 3, 2011 
Photo: Lars Gange, Mansfield Heliflight 



LCBP 2011 



















“River Corridor” means the land area adjacent to a river that is 
required to accommodate the dimensions, slope, planform, and 
buffer of the naturally stable channel and that is necessary for 
the natural maintenance or natural restoration of a dynamic 
equilibrium condition and for minimization of fluvial erosion 
hazards, as delineated by the Agency in accordance with the 
ANR River Corridor Protection Procedures 10 VSA § 1422(12) 













FHARC 2015 FSA 2024 



I. Statutory Authorization and Effect 

II. Statement of Purpose 
III. Other Provisions 
IV. Lands to Which these Regulations Apply 
V. Summary Table: Development Review in Hazard Areas
VI. Development Review in Hazard Areas 
VII. Development Standards 
VIII. Administration 
IX. Certificate of Occupancy 
X Definitions 

TOWN/ CITY/ VILLAGE OF ________  
FLOOD HAZARD BYLAW 

No new structures 
in the River Corridor or 

Special Flood Hazard Area 

Substantial Improvements 
one foot above the base flood 

No fill in Flood Hazard  Area 



River Channel 

No Adverse Impact on River Corridor Functions 



Flood Safety Act of 2024 
Where Are We Now? 

• Education & Outreach 
o The Nature Conservancy & Lake Champlain Sea Grant 
o TRORC with WSP and Siler Climate Consulting 
o Flood Safety Act landing page: bit.ly/flood-safety-act 
o And more 

• Infill Mapping 
o Pilot study by TNC and SLR 

• Rulemaking 
o Administration 
o Reports to EJAC, House EE, Senate NRE, ICAR, LCAR 
o Statutory target 1/1/2028 
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Terry Allen 



Why Protect River Corridors? 

1. Avoid the liability of putting people in harm’s way in a known hazard area. 

2. Avoid new encroachments that will require bank armoring, 
and result in straightening the channel, increasing the erosive power of 
floodwater and delivering deeper water sooner downstream. 

3. Avoid forcing the channel to cut down until the nearby riverbanks fail 
along with adjacent town roads, residences, workplaces and critical 
services. 

4. Avoid increasingly costly damages to town roads, culverts, bridges,and 
services. 



www.floodtraining.vt.gov 

dec.vermont.gov/watershed/rivers 

floodready.vermont.gov/get_help/resources 

https://floodready.vermont.gov/get_help/resources
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River Corridors protect us. 



• Protect the room needed by the river 
• Protect floodplain functions 

No adverse impact 
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