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Ryland updating The Coast Smart Construction Program include guidelines, and other directives 
applicable to the preliminary planning and construction of proposed capital projects to address 

sea level rise and coastal flood impacts; a requirement that the lowest floor elevation of proposed 
structures located within a Special Flood Hazard Area be built at an elevation of at least 2 feet 
above the base flood elevation; and provisions establishing a process to allow a Unit of State 

Government to obtain a categorical exception and/or waiver from complying with specific 
implementation requirements. 
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This video covers the basics of Coast Smart including history, purpose, guidelines, and important definitions. 
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This video covers the basics of how to use the Coast Smart Climate Ready Action Boundary (CS-CRAB) tool to identify if 
your project falls within the boundary for the Coast Smart Construction Program. 
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If a project cannot meet one or more parts of the siting or design criteria, but does 
not qualify as an exemption (see below for more information on exemptions). 

Waiver requests are reviewed by the Smart Growth Subcabinet. 

Includes a letter of request listing why the project cannot meet the criteria and why 
the project is eligible for a waiver. 

Eligibility reasons listed in Appendix B-1 at the top of the page. 
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This video covers the cases when a project might be considered exempted from the Coast Smart Construction 
Program requirements. 
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Case Study #1: A community has applied to 
DNR’s Waterway Improvement Fund to get 
money to build a new boat ramp and pier. 
The project is estimated to cost $150,000 and 
they are asking for $125,000 from DNR.

Does this qualify for CoastSmart? if so why?
NO
A boat ramp and pier are not structures
The total project cost is less than $500,000

Case Study #2: DNR is hosting a month-long 
vendor pop-up at Point Lookout State Park. 
The cost for this event is $500,000 for the 30-
day period. The pop up will contain roofed 
structures put up temporarily to shelter the 
vendors in all weather conditions. Point 
Lookout State Park is entirely located within 
the CS-CRAB layer.

YES it qualifies

Temporary structures exemption

Case Study #3: DNR wants to build a new 
visitors center at Sandy Point State Park. The 
new visitor center will cost approximately $4 
million total and has been funded by the 
state in 4 phases. There are parts of Sandy 
Point that are located within the CS-CRAB 
layer and there are parts that are not.

Does this qualify for CoastSmart? if so why?
YES it qualifies

What are the steps DNR should take?

** these are theoretical examples, not based on real life

Case Study #4: Smith Island needs to build a new 
Wastewater Treatment Facility. This facility will cost $1.2 
million and the state is providing an $800,000 grant. 
Smith Island does not have any part of the island that is 
not located within the CS-CRAB.

Does this qualify for CoastSmart? if so why?
YES it qualifies

Waiver process because nowhere to build on SI outside 
of the CRAB and it's critical infrastructure
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Q: How do I screen for Coast Smart? 

A: POS $500K example 

A: Waterways, is it a structure example 

Q: Where do I turn in my screening form? 

A: The form should go with all packets of information on the proposed project. Forms should generally be kept by the agency 
providing the funding for the project. Coast Smart is self-certifying and the Council does not see or approve of individual 
projects. 

Q: What's the difference between Critical Area and Coast Smart 
Do I need to fill out forms for both? 

A: Yes, Critical Area and Coast Smart are two different programs. There is some overlap, but forms should be filled out for both 
programs independently. 

Q: Who do I contact if I have questions about CoastSmart? 

A: Ryland Taylor ryland.taylor@maryland.gov 
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