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The Department of Natural Resources, contributing agencies, organizations, and 
individuals cannot assume any liability for the accuracy or completeness of the 
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A Message from the Governor
Boating is an integral part of our way of life here in Maryland. As an 
industry, it supports thousands of jobs and contributes $2 billion to 
our state economy. Our administration is committed to providing and 
expanding opportunities for Marylanders and visitors to appreciate all 
that our beautiful waterways have to offer.

At the same, we remain passionately committed to preserving and 
protecting our environment and cherished natural resources. We have 
invested an unprecedented $3 billion in Chesapeake Bay restoration and 
fully funded the Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays Trust Fund for the 
first time in state history. And the Bay has responded, recording the best 
overall health rating in a quarter century!

In June 2017, I was honored to be elected by my fellow regional leaders 
to chair the Chesapeake Executive Council to lead our regional efforts. As 
chair, I will continue to focus on achieving our watershed goals, address 
long-ignored challenges, and forge new partnerships on financing and 
innovation. 

We remain committed to continuing our historic investments in the 
Chesapeake Bay, Maryland’s most precious natural asset and a true 
national treasure. Through programs like the Maryland Clean Marina 
initiative, which promotes voluntary adoption of environmental 
standards, we will work toward our shared goals.

This collective effort, working in partnership with the Marine Trades 
Association of Maryland, improves the quality of Maryland’s waters 
from Deep Creek Lake to the coastal bays, assuring they’ll be enjoyed for 
generations to come.

On behalf of all Marylanders, thank you for your interest in supporting 
clean, responsible and safe boating! 

Sincerely, 

Larry Hogan

Governor





Foreword
The Maryland Department of Natural Resources is proud to offer this 
guidebook of practical recommendations to control pollutants associated 
with vessel operation, maintenance and storage. This information was 
developed with input from marina and boatyard operators along with 
other technical experts.

Enjoying our waterways in a variety of vessels is one of our state’s oldest 
and most popular recreational pursuits. Our department works closely 
with our partners in the marine trades and the boating public to ensure 
our commitment to keeping our waters clean. 

Maryland’s Clean Marina Initiative, working in partnership with the 
Marine Trades Association of Maryland, promotes voluntary adoption of 
practices in this guidebook. With this information and program resources, 
marinas and boatyards can reduce pollution from their operations and 
understand applicable regulations. Those seeking the Clean Marina Award 
may request a certification visit from the department, who are joined by 
industry representatives.

This successful program continues to grow in popularity and success. 
Today we work with thousands of boaters and more than 500 marina 
owners to promote the Maryland Clean Marina Initiative. 

I appreciate your interest in helping us promote sustainable practices to 
protect Maryland’s vast network of waterways. Our department stands 
ready to help you achieve that goal. 

Mark J. Belton

Secretary Maryland Department of Natural Resources
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