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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 THE CHAIRVAN:  Ckay, | realize we're
3 getting started late here, | want to nake sure that
4 we get everybody, sign in, and we've got quite a
5 turnout here so we're trying to shuffle some chairs
6 in here to accommobdate the crowd. So | think we're
7 to the point where we're going to get started.
8 Call the neeting to order, this is the
9 Maryland Boat Act Advisory Committee. First thing,
10 cell phones, everybody, please silence your
11 cellphones. Vibrate, silence, whatever. W want
12 to limt our interruptions. It looks like a great
13 crowd today and we're in for sonme spirited
14 di scussi ons.
15 Al so, rem nder to the fol ks on the
16 commttee and for anybody in the audi ence who does
17 get up to speak, you nust have a m crophone in your
18 hand to be recogni zed and to speak and to be
19 recorded. |If do you not have a m crophone in your
20 hand, Kelly wll not record. W do have a court
21 reporter here today. She's here everyday, all of

410-268-6006
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3 torecord it as long as you have a m crophone in
4 vyour hand, so please wait to be acknow edged and
5 get a mcrophone in your hand before you start

6 speaking.

7 Let's do sone introductions from our

8 nmenbers here so you can find out who we are and

10 we wll start down the end.

11 (Menmbers, staff, and chairman introduce
12 t hensel ves.)
13 THE CHAIRVAN:  All right. That was

15 about the workings of the commttee and then ||
16 get into the format that we're going to foll ow
17 today.

18 So real quick, the nenbers of the

20 fromall regions of the state and who coll ecti vel

21 are famliar wth the various uses of our state

1 our neetings. She is recording everything that's

2 said soif you say it she's going to, she's going

9 where we cone from what areas we represent. And

14 interesting. The voice fromabove. Let ne go into

19 committee are a diverse group of boaters who cone

y

410-268-6006
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1 waters. The charge of the conmttee is to
2 represent all users of the water in the state of
3 Maryland, sailboaters, swi nmers skiers, waternen,
4 kayaker, w ndsurfer, paddl eboarders and jet skiers.
5 Boat Act Advisory Conmttee is aware of and
6 cogni zant of concerns and privileges of waterfront
7 property owner but understand that the state
8 waterways belong to all. Boat Act Advisory
9 Conmttee takes it's charge seriously and with the
10 greatest respect for the Chesapeake Bay and all of
11 the waters of the state and those that conme before
12 wus. Deliberations strive to accommpdate the
13 concerns and needs of all of those that use the
14 state waters. At tines not everyone wll be
15 accomopdat ed and soneti nmes people are displ eased
16 wth our recomendations. |If it so happens that
17 you're one who ends up displ eased pl ease understand
18 that we have the utnost respect for your views and
19 concerns, but again our charge is to serve the
20 needs and safety of all citizens of state and all
21 of those who use the waterways. Just as a note

410-268-6006
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1 several of our commttee nenbers are owners of
2 waterfront property so they understand fromthat
3 viewpoint also.
4 Excuse ne. Al right. W're going to
5 get into -- I'mgoing to have M ke G ant present
6 each area one by one. And then basically howit's
7 going work is we'll hear the petition request in
8 the norning session. It wll be presented, M ke
9 wll present it and then after that we'll allow the

10 folks that are here for and against petition to

11 present their case, speak their, you know, give us

12 their opinions, whether for or against, you know,
13 what's before us here and then in the afternoon

14 we're going to go backward and cone back to

15 executive session and at that point it wll just be
16 the nenbers of the commttee who are basically

17 discussing each area.

18 In the norning when you do present your

19 presentation | want the |ead person, we'll allow

20 vyou about five to eight mnutes to present your

21 <case for the petition and then anybody who gets up

410-268-6006
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to speak after that if you agree with what the |ead
person said please just tell us you agree. |If you
have anything to add, by all neans go ahead and add
It but we would like to limt you to about three

m nutes so we can get through everybody today. And
then we will get input fromour NRP officers who
work the areas, see what their opinions are, and
then in the executive session we'll make a notion
and we will vote on your petition today. So you
will find out this afternoon. You are welcone to
cone back and view, but you cannot participate in

t he afternoon executive session.

And also if you do get up to speak
pl ease be prepared to answer any questions because
the conmttee nenbers if they need sone
clarification they may ask you a question.

Al so, speak to the commttee, not to
anybody in the audience. It's tenpting for
sonebody in the audience to disagree with sonething
t hat sonebody says and there becones a conversation

anmongst you in the audience. That's not how it

410-268-6006
1-866-337-6778



MARYLAND BOAT ACT ADVISORY COMMITEE

Transcript of Meeting of the Maryland Boat Act Advisory Committee taken October 11, 2016 Page 7
1 works. Please talk to the commttee. W wll ask
2 you questions, don't ask questions of anybody in
3 the audience and pl ease don't engage in any back
4 and forth comments.

5 And, oh, and again because we're, we are
6 being recorded anybody who gets up to speak you

7 have to have a m crophone and state your nane

8 clearly so that Kelly can record it.

9 All right. Let's nove forward with the
10 hearing. Regulation request, M. Gant, Frog

11 Mortar Creek.

12 MR. GRANT: Thank you, M. Chairman.

13 The request frombasically the residents -- not the
14 residents -- but the slip holders is to change the
15 limt in Frog Mortar Creek from Parkside Mari na,

16 add a six knot all tinme April 1st through Cctober
17 31st. Currently it's six knot Saturdays, Sundays
18 and holidays all year. So they would like it al

19 week |l ong, seven days a week, April 1 through

20 Cctober 31st.

21 According to the petition, boats

410-268-6006
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are subject to excessive wakes weekly and MDE and
Lockheed Martin are building a new outfl ow pi pe and
the slip holders fear it will force nore boats
closer to their pier.

This is kind of a tineline of what
transpired when | received the 34 signature
petition, | explained the process to the
I ndi vidual, explained it mght be an uphill fight,
they didn't care, they wanted to see it through,
and | expl ai ned what needed to be presented to the
conmttee at the April neeting and he recogni zed in
the neantinme that other slip holders shoul d contact
the Natural Resources Police so the NRP could build
a pattern of incidents and reposition during that
time franme and he agreed to do so.

On March 28th | contacted Fred Conrad,

t he owner, he was unaware of the petition at the
time but agreed it would be a good idea. Also on
the 28th | contacted MDE and Lockheed Martin. MDE

said it was approved in 1992 or 1994, sonewhere in

410-268-6006
1-866-337-6778
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1 that tinme frame, and conpleted in '99. Bob Rushl
2 from MDE said he could not locate the permt, but
3 had the permt nunber. At the tinme MDE approved
4 the construction of the marinas no nore than

5 one-third the wwdth of the waterway. Now, that

6 rule is quarter of the wwdth of the waterway and

7 stated this marina in no way woul d be approved at

ow

8 this time currently, it's just too far out into the
9 creek.

10 According to the ower M. Conrad who |
11 spoke wth recently, they put -- noved the marina

12 out because to avoid environnental inpact and
13 overdredging in the creek and the marina took
14 advantage of the one-third rule and built it

15 partially into the channel, but there is a questi

on

16 as to exactly where the channel is between and M.

17 Conrad will explain that when he gets up.
18 In an e-nmail from NRP of ficer Sergeant

19 Noone (phonetic) when the marina was issued the

20 permt it was under the stipulation that they would

21 not cone back and attenpt to change the speed

410-268-6006
1-866-337-6778
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regul ation but there is no official regulation
docunentation to that effect.

As far as Lockheed Martin they have sone
above normal, but not harnful, levels of chemcals
al ong the shoreline across fromthe marina and
Lockheed Martin is working wth MDE to clean up the
site and instill the groundwater treatnent plant
with the subnerged outflow pipe into the Frog
Mortar Creek. Lockheed Martin installed yellow
buoys to identify the subnerged pi pes which are
nore or less a hundred feet fromthe edge of
channel. Oiginally they were going to use pilings
with reflective markers, that was changed.

The marina owner i s concerned that
wat erskiing mght attracted to the buoys and run
into the pipe based on the distance 150 tow rope
into to reach the buoys and pi pes. Lockheed Martin
has been working with Parkside throughout this
process. Baltinore Marine Trades Association is
opposed to changing the regulation, this is to

according to Brian Schnei der at Tradew nds Mari na.

410-268-6006
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NRP Corporal Max Schulte indicates that neither NRP
or Baltinore County Marine Unit have received
complaints fromthe area of Frog Mortar Creek. NRP
stats from 2000 to 2015, no incidents in 2014 or
15, No way to determne if these were the results
of normal citizen calls or normal NRP patrols
according to Lieutenant Melissa Scarborough, 12
reckl ess and dangerous citations and 17 operating
under the influence.

Edwar ds Boatyard above Parkside is
agai nst the request, Chesapeake Yachting Center has
made no comment.

This is the situation. Parkside of
course is up here, 1.5 nautical mles down at the
end of Frog Mortar it's six knots and takes about
15 mnutes. O course, Saturday, Sunday and
hol i days. Once you get to the main stemof Mddle
River at 35 knots, about two and a half mnutes, at
25 knots at three and a half mnutes, and of course
they' re requesting six knots during the boating

season in front of the mari na.

410-268-6006
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1 Locati on of Edwards Boatyard, Chesapeake
2 Yachting Center, Tradew nds and Maryl and Marina and
3 Parkside. The red area is the approximate size of
4 the area they're requesting six knots. That travel
5 tine is sonewhere between 2.3 and 2.5 m nutes at

6 six knots. Another view. The yellow line depicts
7 the current depth of, | won't call it the channel,
8 but those, that's the deepest area, five feet down
9 to seven feet. Everything on either side of this
10 yellowline is pretty shallow Distances within

11 the creek. The outflow pipes are approxi mtely 70
12 feet fromshore and significantly outside of the

13 channel .

14 This is fromMrtin State Airport, this
15 is where they depict the channel to be based on

16 their survey. Here are the outflow pipes. As you
17 <can see they're way outside of the channel area.

18 The center of the channel com ng down through here.
19 The channel is approximtely 350, the outfl ow pipes
20 are about 460 feet to the marina.

21 This is a survey that Natural Resources

410-268-6006
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1 did on April 8th, 2016, the purple is six foot

2 area, the dotted yellow |line sonmewhat adjacent to

3 it is afive foot area and then it varies fromtwo

4 to three to four feet in the squiggly lines going

5 back and forth.

6 W' ve received 34 signatures in the

7 original petition. Since then | have received two

8 for and two against the request, regulation

9 request.

10 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you, M ke. Anybody
11 on the conmttee have any questions for M. Gant?
12 M5. CRAIG M ke, have we seen a request
13 fromthis norning or before and in what tinme frame?
14 MR GRANT: | understand one was made

15 10, 12 years ago but | don't have a record of it,

16 not inny files. Maybe M. Lunsford could speak to

17 that.
18 (Di scussion held off the record.)
19 THE CHAIRVAN:  He said the issue has

20 cone up before and all he recalls is he left a

21 record when he |eft.

410-268-6006
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1 Let's nove forward. | would like to

2 hear fromthe petitioner, Mark WI son.

3 MR WLSON:. Good norning, nmy nane is
4 Mark Wlson. 1'mthe petitioner for the six knot
5 speed limt change to Frog Mortar Creek. | want to

6 thank the advisory commttee and all of those

7 concerned with the efforts that you put into all of
8 this. Thisis areally big deal that you do every
9 vyear and we do certainly appreciate it. So thank
10 you all for your tine.

11 | amthe petitioner and I'"'mgoing to

12 join and tag this with the marina owner, Fred

13 Conrad, and I'malso going to bring in Mark

14 Salvetti who is the engineer with CDM Smith

15 representing Lockheed Martin today.

16 | have been able to produce the 34

17 original signatures with the petition. Since then
18 we have gotten a lot nore. | have one copy | wll
19 leave with the chairman today for you all to | ook
20 at, but we have a total of 140 signatures

21 requesting this change. Thank you.

410-268-6006
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Could I have a slide? As you know,

t hi ngs change so how things were requested years
ago and the circunstances that evolved around that
are no longer true today. Down there in Frog
Mortar Creek we have a huge environnmental inpact
that is taking place outside of the marina at

Par ksi de. We have new regulatory limts. W have
I ncreased recreation that's taking place on a w de
variety wwth watercraft of personal people working
on kayaks and paddl eboards, in addition to the

ot her busi nesses that are having boaters conme into
the area and anchor at various tinmes throughout the
week.

We're letting you know that this is a
uni que circunstance. This is sonething that has
cone about directly in front of Parkside Marina and
that is what we're tal king about. W're not
| ooking to get a speed |imt change on the entire
Frog Mortar Creek area. W' re not |ooking to take
it all of the way up to the head of the creek.

There is a natural spot just beyond our marina

410-268-6006
1-866-337-6778
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1 where the depth does change and all of the boate
2 naturally slow down to six knots anyway, even

3 though there is no current speed limt regulatio
4 during the week.

5 It's come to our attention that durin
6 the week boating season boaters are down there.
7 Boaters are boating, kayakers are kayaking, the
8 paddl eboarders are paddl eboardi ng, people are

9 sw mmng, people are anchoring. That entire

rs

n

9

10 channel though it's unmarked has silted in and it's

11 changed and nost of the boaters tend to go wthi
12 10 to 20 feet of where the boats are noored ther
13 in the marina.

14 We're | ooking at a very specific chan
15 Evol ution changes and because of that we need to
16 nmake consi derations of changing our regulations

17 what we do. So I'mgoing to tag teamthis with

18 Mark Salvetti, he's a project engineer with CDM
19 Smth, and he is representing Lockheed Martin

20 today.

21 MR. SALVETTI: Next slide, please.

n

e

ge.

in

410-268-6006

1-866-33

7-6778



MARYLAND BOAT ACT ADVISORY COMMITEE
Transcript of Meeting of the Maryland Boat Act Advisory Committee taken October 11, 2016 Page 17

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

Good norning. M nane is Mark Sal vetti
with COM Smith. Just briefly I'mgoing to explain
how Lockheed Martin is involved here.

This is Martin State Airport and the
airport used to be part of the Aenn L. Martin
factory. In the 50s and 60s Genn L. Martin and
then Martin Marietta operated an industri al
landfill in this area. Since 2004 Lockheed Martin
has been investigating the upland area. You can
see all of the -- you can't really see it, |
realize that but these nunber of nonitoring balls
and sanple points in the upland. W sanple in Frog
Mortar Creek on a regular basis, 40 sanple
| ocations there, we currently sanple it six tines a
year and the end results are shared with the
community. In 2010 we found concentrations of
contamnants fromthe landfill were higher than
they were before and this led to a coupl e of
events.

Next slide, please. The design and

construction of a groundwater treatnent facility

410-268-6006
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was expedited. This is currently in construction
right now as we speak. It will consist of 16 wells
pl aced al ong this thousand foot |ine which wl]l

pul | out the contam nated groundwater, treat it in
the treatnment building, that will be right here,
and then the clean water is discharged in an
underwat er outfall that extends about 70 feet out
into Frog Mortar Creek. W have a permt from MDE
for that discharge.

Next slide, please. Here's a view from
above on the left Martin State Airport | ooking
across to Parkside Marina. The outfall location is
mar ked by these buoys. W have a permt fromthe
Coast Cuard for those buoys. This facility wll be
operating indefinitely, decades, and it's because
of this, this package that M. Conrad has, which
includes a letter from Lockheed Martin that
supports the speed Iimt change, and it's because
we feel that it should reduce the risk of a
watercraft or waterskiers comng into contact with

t he buoys and damagi ng their equi pment or damagi ng

410-268-6006
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t hensel ves.

Next slide, please. The second event
t hat happened is we worked with MDE to evaluate the
results of the surface water sanpling and that's
| ed to water contact advisory. It's in this strip
along the shoreline of the airport, it's about two
t housand feet |ong and extends about two hundred
feet out fromthe shore and it is in place now
because of the contam nants that we have detected
Iin the water. |It's a not a ban from water contact,
it's just an advisory that contact with the water
should be limted. W believe that once we start
treating the groundwater that this advisory should
be able to be elimnated or certainly reduced and
we expect to be starting these treatnents by late
spring of 2017.

Next slide, please.

Thank you. 1'Il pass it on to Fred.

MR. CONRAD: Thank you. | appreciate
this opportunity to present before the commttee

and | thank also for the support of all our slip

410-268-6006
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hol ders that | see here today that have taken off
work to attend so | appreciate that very nuch.

Just a couple of quick coments on the
notes that Mke Grant had introduced there is a
couple of things. As far as the previous
regul ation, that was in 2003 and when that was
requested it was for the entire Frog Mrtar Creek.
This is very different and very specific.

The channel markings. Please note for
the commttee, advisory commttee, that those
channel markings are incorrect. | have drawings to
support that. And when we put our piers in the
Arny Corps of Engineers was there setting every
piling wth the contractor and | do have
docunent ati on and support drawi ngs to show today,

I f you need to see those.

Ckay. So just a brief history of who we
are. W are celebrating our 85th year. W're a
famly owned and operated business established in
1931 and so what | want to show here is we're an

evol ving conpany. The marina is sonething that

410-268-6006
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evol vi ng changes, you know, creat ed.

Next slide, please. This was our
peninsula prior to the marina. It's a 15 acre
peni nsula. W earned our living renting sumrer
shacks for less than 500 dollars a year with
out si de outhouses. W rented the land to
corporate, church functions, and that was our
I ncone.

Next slide, please. Parkside Mrina due
t o expandi ng devel opnent and the arrival of water
and sewer in the county it created the need to do
sonething else with the property in conjunction to
our catering or rentals. Residents were not for
housing, in that case we tore down the summer
shacks, we renoved the outhouses, and all of the
| mpervious surfaces. Parkside Marina, it was a 10
year process that went into planning it. In
1999 -- we're a 126 slip floating dock marina which
Is inportant -- and the marina's goal was to have a
m nimal i npact on the environnent. So dredging,

| and storage, fuel service and on-site nechani cal

410-268-6006
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repairs were never a part of our business plan. W
have mai ntained a clean marina certification since
2001. We're one of the only marinas in the county
t hat has grass parKking.

Next slide, please. This is a view of
Parkside Marina as it is now.

Next slide. So what we want to take a
| ook at is changes and we're going to touch on the
changes. W tal ked about the environnental
changes. | want to talk briefly on the regulatory
limts.

As M ke shared in the mnutes this
mari na woul d not exist under today's regul ations.
Former regul ations allowed you to extend one-third
of the creek. Current regulations allow one
quarter of the creek. Wth that, by the estinmates
that were in the mnutes -- and these are al
approxi mat e and changes dependi ng on where you're
at in the creek -- but Parkside's piers extend out
235 feet. This would be conpromised to 176 feet in

t oday' s regul ati on changes.

410-268-6006
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1 That -- given the distance of the
2 outfall of Lockheed Martin, that mnimzes the a
3 of passage by 129 feet to what would be regul ate

4 today. So that's very inportant.

rea

d

5 This is very congested area and there is

6 very definite safety concerns in this area.

7 Next slide. This is just slide I'lIl go

8 through quickly. It's a diagramof our piers. The

9 dash line shows the one-third of the creek and

10 you'll see that on this drawing that the majority

11 of our pilings are set back fromthat. There is

12 only a small section that goes up to that

13 one-third, nothing exceeds it, and we're not in the

14 channel .

15 Next slide. This is just a nice view of

16 what this looks like. So you will see the buoys

17 that are in place for the outfall, you'll see a

18 boat that is anchored, you'll see a boat passing in

19 the channel area. This line is just drawn in to

20 give you indication, but the boat that you see

21 crossing notice how they always favor the marina

410-268-6006
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side. They cone very, very close to this marina
when passi ng and when speedi ng.

In the far end of the creek there is two
mari nas, one is H gh and Dry Marina Services, and
It favors the go fast boats and sonetines they --
nost, nost, nost boaters are very courteous -- but
sonetinmes we get some that just aren't using their
heads. So that line that you see at the end,
current area of speed reduction, right now everyone
Is slowing dowmn at that point, at Fairwinds. [It's
a slow down area automatically because it's so
narrow and when we're talking -- we're show ng
this -- we're going to be tal king about very
limted area of inpact.

Next slide, please. Now, evolving
recreational uses. Chris, | thank you for your
comment when you tal ked about that you support the
use of the Chesapeake Bay by all users. W've had
two new busi nesses that have cone into the area in
the |l ast year and a half, tw years, Utinmate

Wat ersports and Eastern Watersports. Each of them
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were ki nd enough to provide us a letter of support.
Phil from Eastern Watersports is going to be

mailing that to you along with KB Divers. He noted

that -- and you do have -- you do have U tinmate
Watersports. Wat you'll see is paddl eboarders,
you'l | see kayakers, you'll see jet skiers and

you'll see notorboaters, they're all using this

little area that's very congest ed.

Next slide, please. This is a map that
| received from Sunset Cove, actually Utimate
WAt ersports who is operating out of Sunset Cove.
Phil with Eastern Watersports operates from
basically the sanme area, just next door, but all of
their, all of their rentals and excursions or yoga
cl asses, whatever it may be, they go out and
they're steered away fromthe southern side going

out to Mddle River. Everything goes into this

creek.

Next slide, please. This is a slide
showing -- this is right out in front, just before
the outflow area. You'll see the existing six knot
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limt marker for holidays and weekends.

Next slide. This gives you a good
idea -- this slide was actually a weekday. You've
got kayakers, paddl eboarders, jet skiers and
not or boaters, now you can i nmagi ne what this can
| ook at at tines and especially when you get into
t hese narrow areas. What we see, it's very hard to
navi gate when you have the users, the recreational
users, who don't have that power to nove out of the
way, or wakes, |arge wakes.

Next slide, please. This is right in
front of our facility just before our marina. It's
a favorite area to raft and pass and you can see
t he congestion that is possible.

Next slide. Wth all of this now, we've
t al ked about the changing environnents, we've
t al ked about the changing regul ations, and we've
t al ked about the changing recreational use of the
wat erways. \What is the area of inpact and what are
we tal ki ng about ?

Next slide, please. This diagramfrom
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the first red dot to the next red dot that's
basically fromwhere we asked the buoy to be set to
where the natural slow down is now This area by
M ke Gant's original mnutes was 15 hundred feet,
the estimated travel tinme is 2.3 m nutes.

Next slide, please. W plotted this, we
plotted this to get sone neasurenents so we coul d
give you an idea of distances. You're seeing 415
feet fromour front piling to the outfall buoy.
This is the area that gets pinched, that gets
congested, and | feel it's very dangerous and

creates a public safety hazard.

Next slide --
THE CHAIRVAN: | don't want to cut you
off, I'lIl give you a couple of mnutes to wap this

up. We've seen sone of this information already

and we're over 16 mnutes into the presentation.
MR. CONRAD: We're about done.
Summarizing. As you can see this is a

mul ti-use zone. Just as it would be irresponsible

to post an unsafe speed limt in a school zone it
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woul d be equally irresponsible to ignore the
constraints of the various users in this zone. W
appreci ate your consideration for the needs of al
the recreational, property and environnental
interests in this limted area.

Next slide, please. Wat's the maximum
| npact to boaters for everyone's inproved safety?
2.3 mnutes. Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Okay. Any questions from
the commttee nenbers for any of the three
presenters? John Pepe.

MR. PEPE. Yes. | was just wondering,
are there any docunented damage reports that have
been filed with DNR for wake danmage to any of the
boats in the marina?

CORPORAL SCHULTE: Good nor ni ng.

Corporal Max Schulte, |I'm assigned to that
particular area, Baltinore County, Baltinore Gty
waters. |'ve been assigned that patrol station for
the last nine years. Last sunmer we -- for the

past several we've had no docunented incidents of
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boat accidents or wake damage. W have received
conpl aints of vessels creating too nuch of a wake
in that area fromtine to tine and when received
t hey were addressed; however, that is, that area,
entire area is part of our normal patrol and we
visit on a daily basis. Any questions?

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you, Corporal.

We'll get back to your report in alittle bit. Any
question for the marina owner and any of the other
presenters? |s that m crophone working now?

MR. HELLNER: The picture we saw of the
congested use, was that taken during the week or on
weekend?

MR. CONRAD: It was taken during the
week and you can kind of get that sense because the
jet skier was -- you can tell he was on plane so
that was a weekday and what we're seeing, it was
surprising, this year a |ot of people with these
recreational kayaks and paddl eboards they will cone
out as a group. It's not soneone that just cones

out and rents a paddl eboard, so a lot of tines they
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conme out on maybe a weekday because | guess they
feel that, you know, not as many people wll be on
t he water but al so recognizing, you know, that
there is no speed limt at that tine.

THE CHAI RVAN: M. Kling.

MR KLING |If we take away the words
uni que and the enphasis, what is the problemyou're
trying to solve because we're not hearing this from
t he paddl eboard and the kayakers, so what is the
probl em you' re asking us to solve?

MR. CONRAD: The problem we're asking
you to solve is the -- well, first off, the
paddl eboarders are very new, they're brand new
busi nesses there. This year, this year Eastern
Watersports it was their first year on-site
there --

MR. KLING | apol ogi ze for
interrupting, |I'mnot asking you to speak to those.
You're the mari na owner, what's the problemthat
you're asking us to solve for the marina?

MR. CONRAD: The area between the
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1 outflowand the marina is very pinched, it's als

2 conprom sed based on the changi ng regul ations,

3 there is an environnental inpact that was never

4 there before, we're seeing the construction of t

5 being conpleted and in place now, and then we're

6 also seeing the changes in recreational, so thos

7 three things are creating a congested area there

8 nore so than ever before.

9 Mke, if you want to show our slide
10 where we show the outfall and the pinched area t
11 woul d be great.

12 THE CHAI RVAN: M. Pepe.

13 MR. PEPE: Yes. Just one quick quest
14 for, probably the engineer nay be able to answer
15 this. Wat is the average depth at that outfall
16 pipe where those buoys are?

17 MR. SALVETTI: The buoys, the outfall
18 sticks up alittle bit. The top of the outfall
19 an elevation of mnus 3.5 relative to the survey
20 data. Figure typical elevation of the creek an

21 average tide may be zero so there is probably ab

o

hat

e

hat

i on

IS

out
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three feet of water over the outfall, but we've
seen it nuch lower than that. Just |ast week
because of the stormconditions the tides in
Bal ti nore harbor got down to mnus 2.5 so at that
time there were only woul d have been about a foot
over the outfall if that tide result was reflected
here in Frog Mortar Creek.

MR. PEPE: Thank you.

MR. BUSH. | have one question here
concerni ng the environmental inpact, would you Iike
to stand on that, please?

MR. CONRAD: The environnental inpact?
| think Mark may be able to answer that a little
bit better regarding the environnental inpact.

That woul d be based on the sanpling that's taken
pl ace, the advisories that are in place, and the
need and operation that's about to take place with
the filtration plant. Are you asking for a little
nore history on what, what's brought that about?
MR. BUSH. | was wondering what we can

do to change the inpact, if anything.
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MR. CONRAD: Well, yes, we can, and
Lockheed is doing a lot to do that. They have been
very active with the cormmunity service and
conmuni cation and in restoration. So this plant
that's being put inis actually going to take and
begin to reduce the hydraulic ground pressure
creating a negative inpact, keeping a negative
| npact, so that this advisory area that you saw
mapped out hopefully will not be used or needed
anynore. They will be taking fromextraction
wells, they will be extracting any contam nants,
filtering it and putting clear water back into the
creek.

MR SALVETTI: | think | can el aborate a
little bit. So what's happened is the waste that
was di sposed of in the landfill has contam nated
t he groundwat er and groundwater tends to flowinto
Frog Mortar Creek. W had a slide that showed
where the advisory was. |It's certainly not that
entire area where we see these higher

concentrations. |It's alnost conpletely -- the
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highest -- a little bit further back. GCkay. Thank
you. So we do detect and we're tal king nostly
about solvents that were used in the industrial
processes, trichloroethylene and sone of its
breakdown products, and those are present in the
groundwat er underneath of the | and on the upl and
side and we do detect themin Frog Murtar Creek
along this band. Now, the highest concentrations
are al nost exclusively right along the shore, right
near this area, very close to where the outfall is
going to be. So what our treatnment systemw | do
is it will intercept, it's basically going to put a
fence along this thousand foot |ine where all of
the wells are, it will pull out the groundwater
before it gets to Frog Mortar Creek, it wll treat
it, and once it's clean then we will discharge it
into the creek. It may take a little bit of tine,
but | think in probably a year or |Iess we should
start seeing nuch |ower concentrations in the
surface water and we've been working very closely

wth MDE and we share these results with the
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community. There is a |large poster on the
boardwal k here out to the boats that we update
annual Iy that conveys the results of our sanpling.
Lockheed Martin does a |lot of community outreach.
Everybody in the area is pretty famliar wth what
we're doing. So when we start operating this
systemin late spring of 2017 | think we'll start
seeing significant inprovenents in the water
quality in Frog Mrtar Creek.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Ckay. Thank you.
Ranona.

M5. TROVATO. So what we're primarily
tal king about here is a water quality issue,
nothing related to boating as far as | can tell.
You' re tal ki ng about groundwater renedi ation,
cleaning up the water, you're going to put the
cl ean water back in the creek, and you think this
problemis going to go away in | ess than a year,
which | comend you and MDE for that, but | don't
see how this is a boating issue.

MR. SALVETTI: | think -- speaking for
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M. Conrad I think it's nostly the physical outfall
that is associated with our treatnent. R ght,
that's new It's a pretty shallow area. That area
from phot ographs | have seen often is pretty well
trafficked with people tying up in this area. So
that's where Lockheed Martin's position falls on
this. The feeling that we know there is a fair
anount of traffic in Frog Mortar Creek and in
particular across fromthe outfall and the support
t hat Lockheed has conveyed in their letter is
strictly based on the feeling that it should reduce
the risk of sonebody striking the outfall. That's,
| think that's the environnental angle that Fred is
maki ng. W have an environnental problem we're
fixing it, and it may be contributing to the risk
that M. Conrad feels can be reduced by the reduced
speed limt.

M5. TROVATO. So your argunent is that
the reduced speed limt will stop boats from
zoom ng into your outlet in three feet or |ess of

wat er, do | understand that correctly?
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MR, SALVETTI: | understand that's a
pretty small draft, but there is also jet skiers
and waterskiers. You know, from our standpoint it
hasn't happened, we don't want it to happen, and it
seens |ike a reduced speed limt would nmake it even
|l ess Iikely to happen. That's really where we're
comng from fromthe Lockheed Martin side. M.
Conrad has ot her issues.

M5. TROVATO. Thanks for your answer and
t hanks for the work cleaning up the groundwater.

M5. CRAIG As a waterskier just
changi ng those buoys to sonething that says danger
or caution instead of using a buoy that |ooks |ike
t he buoys that we see around woul d make a big
di f f erence.

MR SALVETTI: | understand. Oiginally
the idea for marking the outfall was to use pilings
with large reflective signs and we got feedback
fromthe Marine Trades Association, fromM.

Conrad, and sone of the other marinas in the area,

| think the feeling was that that would be nore of
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a negative inpact to the creek and they requested
us to look at sonmething that was nore of a soft
type of marker. | think the feeling was that there
m ght be risks fromjust having the pilings there,
so we worked with the Marine Trades Associ ati on,
Paul Pl unber (phonetic) was involved, M. Conrad
was i nvol ved, and we worked with the Coast Cuard
and they were fine either way so we went to the
buoy nostly due to input fromthe comunity in the
vicinity of Frog Muxrtar Creek.

THE CHAIRVAN.  (Ckay. And there are
ot her buoys available out there simlar to what the
state uses, commercially avail able, that mark
danger that are floating buoys that | think would
be appropriate there al so.

Anynore questions for the presenters?
Okay. None heard.

Al right. For folks who are here in
support, | don't have on the list who is here in
support, so if you would like to speak you can |ine

up. Again, you need to speak your nanme clearly so
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1 that Kelly can record it and if you agree with
2 what's already been said please just say so and

3 we'll nove forward. If you have sonething to ad

d’

4 Dby all nmeans you've got a couple of mnutes to add

5 it, but we'll try to keep this noving al ong.
6 Anybody in support of the petition?
7 M5. LEHVAN:  |'m Christine Lehman and

8 we've boated on the Chesapeake Bay for 30 years,
9 nostly in the Gunpowder and M ddl e River area.
10 are boat owners for many years and really enjoy
11 wusing the facilities. | think this is critical

12 because we don't want to wait until soneone is
13 injured or is killed because of the reckless use
14 and high speeds that occur. W are in the marin
15 every Friday night and with floating piers, of
16 course, rock. People have literally fallen over
17 and | don't think that anybody is aware that we
18 <call and report this to anybody because we

19 certainly would have done that. This happens on
20 reqgular basis, every Friday night. So | think i

21 very dangerous and | really hope that sonething

Vi

a

can

a
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done before sonething happens. Thank you.

THE CHAI RMVAN:  Thank you.

MR. DEPALG H, I'mDr. Phil DePal o,
t he owner of Eastern Watersports and KB Diver
Services. Actually, KB Divers have been invol ved
inalittle bit of the Lockheed Martin project and
hel ping wth the recovery and the sanples that work
with the outfall. But our, Eastern Watersports
operates next to Parkside Marina, it's our first
year there on-site and we have noticed from our,
you know, recreational guys that rent stuff that
our inexperienced paddlers and inexperienced
kayakers they go out there for the first tinme on
some of these things and what we're hearing from
themis because of these buoys, because of boats
anchoring further away, they then nove further away
fromthose areas, so they're now kayaki ng and
paddl eboarding in this channel during the weekday
and that's a safety issue because they're pushing
t hensel ves further out and then this traffic cones

t hrough at high speed and you' re a paddl eboarder or
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on kayak, you know what's going to happen. Qur
kayakers see the sign that says water advisory,
that's a scary sign to sonmeone who's not used to
being on the water that says don't touch the water.
Regar dl ess of how serious the actual inpact of that
Is their visual understanding of what that sign
says is going to nake them go, say, wait a second,
|l et's stay away because | don't want this water to
splash on ne and again push themfurther into the
channel where we have this constricted area and

hi gh speed traffic going through weekdays.

We have lots of rentals on the weekend,
but in the sumertine activity we have just as nmany
rental s through the weekdays and we find this to be
ki nd of issue for our boaters and paddl ers going
out for the first tinme for that reason

| also happen to be on the marine
enmergency teamfor the Bow eys Quarters Fire
Departnent, that is our area. So froma safety
concern, you know, soneone who works in emergency

services side | nean it's obviously a huge safety
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concern for our people as well. So again, | agree
with the presentation and the petition and |
believe there is a huge safety issue for our
paddl ers and kayakers and cl asses that happen. W
hol d our yoga cl asses across from Parksi de Marina
because it's a shallow area and they are knocked
over by wakes of boats going through and it's
ridiculous. That's a huge safety issue. Thank
you, sir, for your tine.

THE CHAI RVMAN:  Stand by for one second.
Any questions?

MR KLING | alnpbst hate to do this,

but let me -- just explain to us -- this is where
the commttee grapples with this thing. |'m going
to paraphrase -- | don't want to be harsh -- you're

telling us you set up a business in an area where
sonetinmes the traffic makes that business difficult
to conduct and therefore you want us to take water
away from other boaters in the state? Explain to
me how t hat nekes sense.

MR. DEPALG | don't think we want to
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take water away from --

MR KLING | don't want to argue wth
you, but from our perspective you do. W're taking
away existing use of the water.

MR. DEPALOC That's your perspective and
since I'mgiving nmy perspective, again, we're
reducing the anount of tinme they may be able to
travel over that water, we're not taking it away.
Let's look at it literally. W setup an operation
that's in a cove that |leads out to this area so our
cove allows for the safe passage for people who are
new and | earning and getting used to boards and
paddl eboards then nove of this area fromthe map
that Utimte Watersports shows, we nove out and
head up the to right because it's slower, safer,
quieter, less traffic area once you get past these
areas. Thereis alittle nore nature going on.
When you go left it opens up to the bigger creek,
It's nore activity so we prefer this for the safer
route of passage for the new and experienced

paddl ers. And we ask themto enjoy the water just
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as well, they're comng to experience for the first
the water many of themand certainly we think that
reducing a speed limt which doesn't put a big gate
down as you just suggested which woul d reduce the
actual ability to use the water is a great
suggesti on and conprom se.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you. Any ot her
questions fromthe commttee? Thank you very nuch.

M5. TERRY: Good norning, ny name is
Janet Terry. | have lived on water all of ny life.
| aman avid sailor, powerboater, jet skier,
wat er ski er, kayaker, doing all of those things, and
what | want you to really look at is this area of
massi ve congestion and the congestion is there not
only on the weekends, it's there during the week.
W see peopl e that are paddl eboardi ng and kayaki ng
that are residents who want to enjoy the water. W
have people -- | also, ny husband and | have a boat
at the marina, we also live on the Bird River where
we do other watersports as well, but in order for

all of us to enjoy the water we're just asking
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that -- people now have bigger boats which are
creating even nore destructive wakes, destructive
to the shoreline, destructive to people who are on
smal | er vessels, that are trying to get through
that narrow area, and destructive to our resident
boaters who live on the water, who live on, in
their boats at our marina, and when these boats go
by with these big wakes our boats are shaking and
It Is a danger to people that are cooking inside of
their vessels. People, we have people that are

di sabl ed that, and ol der now and their bal ance is
not the sanme and when you're out trying to clean
your boat and you're on the gunwal es and you have
t hese massive wakes coming by it's a dangerous
situation. Wat we're trying do is | ook
proactively. W're trying to prevent issues and
al so too the boats that are com ng by at such a

hi gh speed it's alnost inpossible to get their
nunbers, their registration, to report them and
it's happening on a regular basis with people that

just aren't thinking.
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THE CHAI RMAN.  Ckay. Thank you. Any
guestions? Hearing none, next, please.

MR SCHAUER: |'m Steve Schauer, |'ma
boat owner at Parkside Marina. They pretty nuch
covered everything that | had to say except we have
a big sign as you enter the marina area that says
be responsi ble for your wake. That pretty nuch
wraps it up.

THE CHAI RMVAN:  Thank you.

MR VICK H, I'"'mSteve Vick, | tie up
at Parkside Marina as well and have for about the
| ast 10 years. | have seen a nunber of conditions
that exist froml would have to call it ranpant
speeding in that creek on a nunber of occasions --
| should probably also add |I' m probably one of the
ol der boaters that the young | ady spoke of earlier.

THE CHAIRVAN:  Pull the m crophone down
so it gets everything. Thank you.

MR VICK A few of the conditions |
have noticed are frightening |I think at tinmes. |

have seen wakes break over those floating piers
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partially due to the speed the boat's going, but
also partially due to the fact that they're
frequently wthin boat [ength off of those pilings,
our boat pilings, and they have a trenendous
tendency to hug that marina that | think that Fred
alluded to earlier. The distance, you know, the
wakes degrades a little bit as you go away fromthe
|ine of travel and that distance is often very,
very small. It doesn't degrade nuch before it's
hitting us and it's a very tight area in that
creek. W definitely need sone changes in there.

THE CHAI RMAN.  Any questions for M
Vi ck? Thank you, sir.

MR. VICK: Thank you.

M5. OSKEN. Good norning, nmy name is
Mary Susan Gsken and |'m a boat owner at Parkside
Marina. W have a 34 foot notorboat ny husband and
| operate and on nearly every weekend and nearly
every weekday we attenpt to pull out into this
channel. Now, our boat is alnobst directly across

fromthose buoys and what we see when we attenpt to

410-268-6006
1-866-337-6778



MARYLAND BOAT ACT ADVISORY COMMITEE
Transcript of Meeting of the Maryland Boat Act Advisory Committee taken October 11, 2016 Page 48

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

pull out and turn left is paddl eboarders com ng
very close to our boats because they see the front
of our boat edging out. W see people comng up
from Chesapeake Marina who see the paddl eboarders
and us pulling out and trying to then nove cl oser
to the buoys. W see high speeds through there
while we're doing this and oftenti nes ny husband
and |, | have to stand on the front of ny boat and
| ook out because it's a bend, it's very obstructed,
so oftentines we can't see those kayakers, we can't
see those boaters comng fast into that creek, and
oftentinmes nmy husband is putting it in reverse,
we're backing it back into the slip, we're trying
to pull out, we're pulling it back. This happens
regularly and we're afraid, and | hope this

conm ttee understands what we're tal king about here
I s because of Lockheed Martin's environnental

| npact piece, because of all of the new businesses
with sports, with kayaki ng and paddl eboarding, wth
fol ks who are pulling people on little tubes going

way over six knots it's a dangerous situation and
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It happens every tinme we're down there. And |
think this coomttee, Fred, and Lockheed Martin and
Mark, they should be congratulated for putting this
in front of you because sonething is going to
happen and why should we wait until soneone is
seriously injured before we cone back here and have
that proof for you. | nean this is a serious
thing. It's not just about being tossed around on
a boat. And it would be a tragedy, a nonunenta
one, if soneone loses a linb or a life because we
did not act accordingly when we know t hese dangers
are existing, and because of that pinched area
t hese dangers truly do exist. So thank you for
your tine.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you. Any questions
for her? Next.

MR. BLAUCH: Hello, ny nane is Rich
Blauch, I'ma slip holder at Parkside Marina. [|'m
all for the change in the speed Iimt in the area.
My boat is actually |ocated directly across from

the outfall and what | have noticed over the past
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two years is because of the outfall and because of
for some reason an increase in the nunber of boats
anchored south of the marina it has actually pushed
all of the traffic closer and closer to our, to our
slips. And years ago the little bit of rocking you
woul d get, you know, it was enjoyable, it would |et
you know you were on the boat, but the | ast year or
so it's really been bad because the boats are being
pushed because of the increased | oss of room of
bei ng pushed cl oser and closer to the slips so |
think it's creating a dangerous environnment. Thank
you.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you. Any
guestions? Next.

MR. BRENTZEL: Ladies and gentlenen, ny
name is Kelvin Brentzel and | have been in this
area for about 30 years, | have been a boat owner
and operated a boat in the Mddle River area for
nearly 12 years, so the reason why |I'mhere is to
maybe give you a different perspective.

So | told you what | do when |'m not on
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the clock, but when I"mon the clock I amthe
deputy director at the direct readout |aboratory at
NASA, for those who may not know what that is it is
the earth nonitoring programthat NASA is
responsible for in the constellation of satellites
that we use at that end. The responsibility of the
teamthat | nmanage is to devel op technol ogi es and
bridge applications to the end users. And what am
| tal ki ng about when | say end users? |'mtalking
about the Environnmental Protection Agency and |'m
tal king about the U S. Forest Service, |I'mtalKking
about the MDE, | and ny coll eagues work with these
organi zations so what |'m about to say stens from
what you have just heard other fol ks saying in
front of me and that is even though there are not
reports of the boat trafficking and the excessive
speed and the excessive wake over the |ast few
years one thing that | can say that | have heard is
t hat because of frustration and inaction sone folks
have taken this into their own hands and it has

resulted in violence. That too has probably not
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been reported, but that is fact. So now what |'m
here to speak of is that the team of scientist that
| work with | shared this information presented by
Lockheed Martin today and al though I'mnot a
subject matter expert on this particular type of
system by any neans | certainly understand the
princi pals. But beyond the principals, the experts
that | spoke with about do and our subject matter
experts.

Now, |'m not here representing NASA, |'m
here representing nyself so | want to be very clear
about that, whom| represent. But howthis rel ates
to the boat trafficking and the excessive wake, you
know, even Mark hinself during his presentation had
to use the word shoul d because we don't know yet.
You know, | work in science, | live in science
everyday. There is nore that we don't know than we
know, but beyond phil osophics he used the word
should a lot and that's because we don't know until
we make enpirical neasurenents. So the punping

systemthat they've inplenented is designed to
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generate | ow pressure so the | eeching fromthe
groundwater into the water pernmeating to the water
surface is reduced. Gay. Now, we're all boaters,
everybody on the board is in the boating industry,
what happens when wake pummels [and? It wll
reduce the effectivity of this system So they're
hoping to get it to the lower |imts, but the fact
of the matter is -- and it's not an environnental
Issue only, it is both. It is a boating issue an
environnental issue. Reason being is that the wake
fromboats is exacerbating an environnental issue
so with that, with the safety, I'"messentially
beggi ng you to please listen to what the presenters
have had to say and vote wth your conscience.
Thank you very nuch.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Any questions? M. Pepe.

MR. PEPE. Sir, | understand what you
were saying | just don't understand the
envi ronnmental inpact that cleaning up a toxic waste
dunp on shore has to do with that.

MR. BRENTZEL: Sir, thank you for
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asking, I"'msorry if I'mbeing unclear. The basic
princi ples of a punping system of course, works on
draw. W all know that as boaters even. So if the
differential pressure is altered then the
effectivity of that punping systems efficiency is
greatly reduced. As proportioned to the anount of
external disturbance we're getting a | ot of wake
and we're getting a high frequency of wake. That's
ny, that's ny point, sir.

MR PEPE: Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you. Any ot her
guestions?

MR. BUSH: | have one here.

THE CHAI RMAN:  John, m crophone, pl ease.

MR BUSH: In regard to the wake havi ng
t he i npact on the environnent you realize that
boating along that area even at a slow speed is
going to create novenent of the water so |'mtrying
to -- ny question to you is in changing the speed
what effect do you think it's going to have on the

| npact of the environnent?
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MR. BRENTZEL: That's a very good
gquestion, sir. So the principles of a side wake,

If we apply that, you know, we have 60 Hertz com ng
i nto our house, 110 volts, as the anplitude

I ncreases you have higher voltage, as the anplitude
of the waves increase just |ike frequency of
voltage wi Il exacerbate the issue and that's where
|*"mcomng from sir, when | say that. | hope |I'm
cl ear.

THE CHAI RVAN: M. Hel | ner.

MR. HELLNER. | think I follow you
fairly well but I"'mtrying to translate that into
nore people speak and | think what you're trying to
tell us, and correct ne if I"'mwong, is the pipe,
a certain amount of nmass flow rate conmes out of the
pi pe and every tine a boat passes by a wake cones
backs at that pipe and slows the nmass flow rate
down so | guess ny question would be what
percentage the pipe is sitting there discharging 24
hours a day? Wat percentage? Wen you say we

have an inpact, | have a hard tinme understanding
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that it's significant.

MR. BRENTZEL: | understand, sir, so
qualitatively I would say that it's |less of an
effect on the outflow, restricting the outfl ow,
it's nore affecting the draw. As, you know, our
representative fromLockheed Martin has stated
they're attenpting to put a fence around the -- it
was a figurative reference, of course -- they're
attenpting to put a fence around these contam nants
that are |l eeching into our water supply system and
they're going to very valiant efforts, | nust say.

Let's think about it, | have a friend of
m ne that lives off of Church Creek down here and
he just put a deck behind his house and that cost
hi ma hundred thousand dollars. Lockheed Martin is
spendi ng an incredi ble anmount of noney on this
facility. Not only are they spending a incredible
anount of noney on this facility, they're
maintaining it indefinitely, decades. So it's a
big deal and I woul dn't expect Lockheed Martin to

tal k about it in ternms of the big deal elenent
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because, you know, you don't want to scare peopl e,
you know, these types of things, we have it under
control, we're doing things under the advisory, you
know, the guidelines. But again, what is it that
we' re not seeing? The nmeasurenents that are being
taken, they're | ooking for very particul ar el enents
In the water and even today are there el enents that
aren't be neasured? W don't know. That's what |
meant earlier when | said that we don't always know
everyt hi ng.

Thi nk about it this way, sir, 30 years
ago your car air conditioner or your refrigerator
| eaking Freon did we think it would be like it is
now? And |I'mnot sitting here -- I'mtrying to
make a very specific analogy fromgoing there -- is
we didn't know. |If we knew we were doing that, we
woul dn't have been doing it. This is in the
aftermath. W're trying to clean up a ness.
Lockheed Martin at Martin State Airport is trying
to clean up a ness. There is a very specific area

being affected by it. The bottomline here is is

410-268-6006
1-866-337-6778



MARYLAND BOAT ACT ADVISORY COMMITEE

Transcript of Meeting of the Maryland Boat Act Advisory Committee taken October 11, 2016 ~ Page 58
1 it really being affected by boat traffic --
2 MR HELLNER: M. Chairnman -- and sir, |
3 apologize for interrupting, but | don't think that
4 you're -- these are very worthy points that you're
5 making, | understand them however, ny question was
6 specifically to physics, where you said there is a
7 harm by boat wakes to the discharge.
8 MR. BRENTZEL: Yeah, due to the | ow
9 pressure on the suction.

10 MR HELLNER So every once in a while a
11 boat wake comes and hits the pipe and we haven't

12 done the science and we don't know precise --

13 MR BRENTZEL: That's right.

14 MR. HELLNER. Well, | think it's

15 reasonable to assune, and |I'm an engi neer by

16 profession -- | don't want to bog this hearing down
17 wth a technical discussion or we're going to be

18 here all afternoon -- all | really wanted to know
19 if you can translate for the folks here howthat is
20 significant? Forget all of the other great work

21 that MDE and Lockheed Martin, etc., and magnificent
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1 work they're doing in regard to the inpact to the

environnment, but let's say concisely, we're pressed
for time --

MR. BRENTZEL: | apologize for not quite
conpl et el y under standi ng your question. So getting
back to the fence principal, there are very
specific points and as an engi neer those are
di screet points, it's not continuous, it's not a
continuous fence. So the pressure's inposed, the
negative pressure's inposed and the suction zones
are reduced thereby reducing the effectivity of the
punpi ng systemto renove the contam nates. Does
t hat hel p?

MR. HELLNER: In theory, for a short
period of tine.

MR BRENTZEL: Indeed, indeed.

MR. HELLNER: Thank you, sir, that
answers ny question.

THE CHAIRVAN: | Dbelieve that
everybody's faces are glazing over. Lost in

science. Let's keep it noving forward. Thank you,
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sir,

M5. WLSON: Hello, ny nane is Linda
Wlson and | ama boat slip holder at Parkside
Marina. | just want to speak general. There are
smal | children, there are a couple of handi capped
boaters at our marina that have to carry their
child onto their boat that have been thrown around.
W' ve had TVs thrown onto the floor, we've had
maj or things, and we are told when we try to call
I f we don't have a boat nane or any kind of
recognition of the boat -- because they do fly by
there -- what good does it do? W' ve also been on
our docks at night where we have, sone of us have

been thrown onto the dock because the wakes are so

strong. Please, help us. W need -- we're talking
about 15 hundred feet -- we just need themto slow
down. It's a dead-end creek, and there are two

other marinas. These boats go by and then they
stop because they don't take wakes to their
mari nas. W just want the safety of our boaters.

VW want to enjoy our boats. Please, help us.
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Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Any questions? Thank
you.

s that everyone who spoke for the
petition who would |ike to speak?

kay. Let's nove forward to fol ks who
are here to speak against the petition. |Is there
any one point person or is it just several
I ndi vi dual s? Anybody here to speak agai nst the
petition and the request? Hearing none, let's go
back -- no, no, no. Sorry. Corporal Schulte,
we' ve got part of your -- we've got a witten
report from Corporal Schulte. And just by the way
for you fol ks, anytinme we have an area that we are
considering we do nultiple site visits to these
areas. | know |l went to Frog Mortar Creek and |
know that there was several other days that the
site was visited by nenbers of the conmttee, all
of course during the weekdays since that's the
requested tine frane, and we do have a witten

report from Corporal Schulte and then we'll hear
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his verbal testinony.

CORPORAL SCHULTE: Ckay. And | said
| ' ve been assigned to this specific area for the
| ast nine years. Patrols through the area in the
| ast five years have remai ned constant. There is a
much greater frequency of boat traffic during the
boati ng season due to the activity. W do receive
occasional conplaints fromslip holders in Parkside
of other vessels passing the marina and causi ng
wake fromthe vessels that are noored there. There
have been no boating accidents or reported danage
during this tinme frame. The Baltinore County
Police Marine Unit is also assigned to Strawberry
Point as is our unit they would also respond if we
were not available and | spoke with Sergeant Bouder
who is the head of the Baltinmore County Police
Marine Unit as to whether they have had any
conplaints or reports of accidents and they had not
recei ved any of those types of conplaints either.
When they -- of course when they woul d receive

reports of reckless operation of any type they
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woul d respond if we were not available and in nmany
cases we woul d both respond to that area.
Full -time, six knot Iimt during the boating
season, one of the questions that was asked of ne
woul d this require additional personnel fromthe
NRP and if the six knot Iimt were inposed yes, it
woul d probably require additional personnel, but
unfortunately we have had no increase in personnel
assigned to our station. | would say on the
average, on an average weekend, anywhere from one
hundred to three hundred boats probably use Frog
Mortar Creek, and that may be an underesti nmate.
But within the creek we have, we have fishing,
crabbi ng, overni ght anchoring which occurs, sone
commercial fishing activities on occasion,
wat er skii ng, not so nuch on the weekends because of
the six knot limt, and during the course of the
hunti ng season we have waterfow activity occurring
in Frog Mortar.

There are a total of six commerci al

marinas in the Frog Mortar conplex. | have spoke
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to others. | did not specifically contact M.
Conrad but | spoke to all of the other marina
owners and Long Beach Marina was the only marina
t hat was, would have been in favor of six knots.
O course they would |ike to see the six knots unit
out in front of their marina because they take,
t hey do take consi derabl e wake.

As far as our boat station we are
basically across from Long Beach at Strawberry
Poi nt, we take consi derabl e wake damage -- | won't
say damage, but we get rocked on a regul ar basis.
So but | would say that the patrol that | conducted
| did not -- on the weekend we responded and we
were there on a regular basis. During the weekdays
when the speed limt is not in effect | nade it a
point to be in the area generally between fromb5
p.m until 8 p.m during the evening because | felt
this was when people would be arriving hone from
wor k or school and perhaps go out on the boat and
enjoy their leisure tine. During that tine |

really did not observe any issues. W did have the
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occasi onal boat that would cone through, but for
the nost part it was not an issue for us. And the
violations that | did observe, |I took action on.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Ckay. Thank you,
Corporal. Any questions for Corporal Schulte? M.
Hel | ner.

MR. HELLNER: Yes. You nentioned that
you had spoken to other marina owners in the area,
we have a note froma marina owner which
understand is upstreamthat is against the change,
did you gain any insight fromany of the marina
owners that either are neutral or opposed and why
t hey woul d be opposed to the change?

CORPCORAL SCHULTE: Long Beach was --
they would like to see it six knots for the entire
creek. They have no bul kheading in front of their,
no bul kheading in front of their slips so they --
as vessels are coming directly in off the Mddle
River they're the first comercial marina on the
ri ght-hand si de.

MR. HELLNER: Yes. But ny question was
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1 I'mtrying to gain insight into opposed -- and | do
2 have -- let's ook it up -- Edwards Boatyard sayi ng
3 they're opposed to the change in the current speed
4 limt situation, you know, that currently exists.
5 I'mtrying to understand what the objection is.
6 CORPORAL SCHULTE: They just indicated

7 to ne that they felt that the current regul ation

8 were appropriate.

9 MR. HELLNER: Thank you, M. Chairman
10 THE CHAI RMAN:  All right. Thank you.
11 Ms. Allison.

12 M5. ALLISON. Yes. Corporal Schulte,
13 just a quick question because | know this is you
14 area. |'mlooking on one of the slides that is

15 the PowerPoint presentation, |I'mseeing a huge n
16 paddle zone, can you tell ne why that is? |It's

17 on this slide or on this picture.

18 You think you can find it, Mke? It'
19 the one that says U timte and then Sunset Cove

20 safe paddling zone, but it says a no paddl e zone

21 and |'mjust curious why.

S

r

in

o

not

S
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1 THE CHAI RPERSON: | believe that was a
2 self-inposed, Robin. That was sel f-inposed by the
3 Dbusi nesses.

4 M5. ALLI SON: By the businesses?

5 CORPORAL SCHULTE: That was not i nposed
6 by the state of Maryland or by the Natural

7 Resources Police, | can assure you that. The owner
8 of the paddl eboat facility --

9 MS. ALLISON: So the businesses deci ded
10 they could not paddle in a safe area or what

11 appears to be a safe area?

12 CORPCRAL SCHULTE: | believe M. Fred

13 Conrad here in front of me has a conment on that.

14 M5. ALLI SON:  Thank you, Corpora
15 Schul te.
16 MR CONRAD: |*'mnot sure -- | wasn't

17 certain if | was able to comment but | do have a
18 answer for your question. So that safe paddle zone
19 was created by the owner of the business and the
20 reason that they direct the paddlers that way is

21 because it's so rough. It's a calnmer water going
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1 into the direction of the right or headi ng north.
2 And Phil, he may be able to speak fromhis own

3 businesses. I'mnot sure. Phil, do you direct

4 that way as well? Yes. So Phil with Eastern

5 Witersports does the sane thing. And kayakers are
6 both |leaving that general area where you see the

7 vyellow dot for Sunset Cove and they all go out and
8 they nove to the right into the creek up towards

9 Frog Mortar, the pinched areas, where the cal ner
10 water is or should be.

11 THE CHAIRVAN:  So the answer is it's

12 self-inposed. Any other questions?

13 MR. CONRAD: By the rental business.

14 THE CHAIRVAN:  Ckay. | believe that's
15 it for Frog Mortar Creek.

16 M. Gant, would you like to do Broad
17 Creek? Seens that we have a nuch | onger sign-up
18 sheet for Maynadi er.

19 Let's do Broad Creek, please.
20 MR. GRANT: Al right. Broad Creek,

21 South River, the request is to relocate the upper
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Broad Creek six knot zone approximately 15 hundred
feet south of its current line. The petitioners
believe it will prevent erosion fromwake waves,
protect both 56 private and community docks from
wake damage, protect bul kheaded shoreline at Broad
Creek sout heast of the current buoys and enhance
the safety of paddl eboarders and kayakers and
nmoving the buoy will also protect the |iving
shorel i ne under devel opnent between The Preserves
and t he Broadvi ew subdi vi si ons.

Currently the upper creek area, up here,
si x knots Saturdays, Sundays, state holidays and
during the week it's 20, 35. There is the current
line, this is the community pier for Broadview and
The Preserves, | believe, is right here, in this
area right here, which | ooks |ike they have done
sone planting, and the request is to nove this |line
approximately 15 hundred feet to this area here.
The | ower zone is 20 sunset to sunrise and 35
sunrise to sunset during the boating season. The

entire creek is approximately .7 nautical mles and
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t hese are the average chokepoints, if you |iKke,
t hr oughout the area, throughout the creek.

Again, this is the current zone and
there is where they would like to reposition.
These are the two communities requesting the
change, and this area right here is the peninsula
that was nentioned in the 1980 boat wake study as
area C. That area, this point, is conpletely
bul kheaded, back in 1980 it was not. This is just
a sanpling of the rest of the speed |imts around
the South River. And this is the cover fromthe
1980 study for boat wakes and shore erosion in Anne
Arundel County, and again this was done in 1980 by
the fol ks who participated in this study. |In 2014
anot her study was done, April 15th, quite a bit
nore people involved in this one. Bottomline
concl udes, the conbined conclusions, shoreline
erosion is caused by w nd-driven waves and to a
smal | er extent boat wakes. The main factor
i nfl uenci ng shoreline erosion are wind velocity,

duration and fetch that drive the wave energy
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1 climte. |In addition, the sterile conposition,

2 sand, silt and clay content of the near shore an

d

3 fast land areas and the presence of vegetation are

4 critical for determning erodibility. In the 19
5 study, area C, Broad Creek, was the only area wh
6 showed erosion associated with boat wake even

7 though other sites showed hi gher anounts of boat
8 traffic. The study suggest this was the result
9 soil conditions and boats traveling particularly
10 close to the shoreline providing less tine for t
11 wakes to dissipate. Also during the sunmer nont
12 42 to 55 percent of the total annual w nd wave
13 energy occurred during the boating season. This
14 area is currently conpletely bul kheaded. There
15 were 60 signatures fromthe original petition an
16 in addition three people for, 42 against and two
17 anbival ent .

18 THE CHAI RMAN.  Okay. Any questions f
19 M. Gant fromthe commttee? Hearing none, the
20 petitioner.

21 MR DAVIS: (Good norning, commttee

80
i ch

of

he

hs

d
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chai rman, vice chairperson and commttee nenbers.
Thank you for considering our --

THE CHAIRVAN:  Sir, state your nane,
pl ease. The reporter needs to know so she can get
t hat down, pl ease.

MR. DAVIS: Next sentence. Thank you.
My conplinments to you for hearing our petition,
Thanks for considering our petition to relocate the
si x knot speed Iimt buoys on Broad Creek near to
t he southern --

THE CHAIRVMAN:.  Sir, please state your
nane. State your nane, please.

MR DAVIS: M nane is Andrew Davis and
| live at 379 Broadview Lane in the Broadvi ew
Estates community. |'mwaterfront property owner
with a private pier on Broad Creek. |
recreationally operate a 20 foot powerboat, 16 foot
sai | boat, two kayaks and two stand-up paddl eboards
and I'mstrongly in favor of relocating the speed
limt buoy.

There are three conpelling reasons to

410-268-6006
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limt powerboat speed on Broad Creek. They are,
one, to reduce the continuing erosion of the east
bank of Broad Creek. Two, to inprove the natural
|ife of the creek by protecting efforts such as our
new |living shoreline project. And three, to

I ncrease the safety of the increasing nunber of
operators of recreational nonpowered craft on the
creek such as stand-up paddl eboards and kayaks.

"Il address each point nore fully.
VWil e much of the creek is bul kheaded there are
areas on both banks but primarily the east bank
that have their bluff |eading dowmn to water's edge,
about a hundred yards upstream of the proposed
speed limt buoy is one such bald slope area that
I s devel opi ng hol | owed out caves from erosion.

In frequent observations few operators
of high speed watercraft observe the limts on how
closely you transit the shoreline bank and
structures. A hundred foot offset regulatory
requi rement for boats tow ng skiers, wakeboards and

tubes is sinply not observed and not enforced. The
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wave action from high speed craft wakes have been
exacerbated by the recent popularity of new hul
formtechnol ogy designed to actually increase the
size of wakes. W're seeing fewer waterskiers and
nore wakeboarders. More speed neans nore wake and
nor e erosion.

Next. Broad Creek is the second nost
polluted creek on the South River and it's the nost
polluted creek if you elimnate the runoff from
Annapol is Towne Center into Church and Crab Creeks.
The South River Federation, the state and the
residential communities along Broad Creek have been
working for the last two years to mtigate the nud
and silt blooms fromstormvater runoff. The costly
damm ng and pooling project along the run between
Broadvi ew Estates and The Preserves is one
excel l ent exanple of a runoff abatenent
part nershi p.

Qur next project of the two communities
at our expense is creation of a living shoreline

bet ween the comunity dock of Broadview Estates and
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the community pier of The Preserves. This project
revi ewed, approved and endorsed by the state and
conservationists will pronote the growh of water
plants and life, further abate erosion, and
contribute to the natural cleanliness of the creek.
The living shoreline is |ocated downstream of the
current speed limt buoys. H gh speed watercraft
wave action will threaten the successful |iving
shoreline and by noving the buoy downstreamit wll
enhance the chances for the living shoreline to
take root and drive.

| would like to inject here sone
comments fromthe South R ver Federation
riverkeeper, M. Jessie Iliff. First, reducing the
speed of boats traveling on Broad Creek w ||
di m ni sh wave energy and thus reduce erosion.
Apart frompresenting a threat to the shoreline of
private property owners, erosion delivers
phosphorous | aden sedi nent to Broad Creek, the
South River, and ultimtely the Chesapeake Bay

contributing to al gae bl oons and reducing the
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delivery of light to underwater grasses. There are
two state of the art living shoreline projects
Installed in Broad Creek through successful

devel opnent nmaybe hi ndered by unnecessarily intense
and unnatural wave action. The approval of this
request wll save thousands of dollars in private
and public investnent in these projects, protect
private property and protect the Chesapeake Bay at
t he negligible cost of requiring waterskier
enthusiasts to travel a half a mle to the main
stemof the river to pursue their |eisure
activities.

Finally, we have seen a proliferation in
the | ast four years of nonpowered personal
watercraft. A cruise up the creek will show just
how popul ar stand-up paddl eboards and kayaks have
becone. Virtually every waterfront property has
them Just a few years ago stand-up paddl eboards
had not been comrercialized. Like wakeboarding
power boat hul | s paddl eboard t echnol ogy has changed

the recreational use of the waterways. At our
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shared Broadvi ew Estates and Preserve kayak rack we
have 24 kayaks stored with a waiting lift. As an
avi d paddl eboard and kayaker | can attest how
difficult it's beconme to navigate the high traffic
nont hs when the creek is shared sinmultaneously by
wat er ski ers, wakeboarder, tubers, kayakers and
paddl eboarders. Many is the tinme | have to kneel
on ny paddl eboard to avoi d bei ng knocked off by
power boat waves. And in August while wal king ny
dog on a community lane | encountered a clearly
di sappoi nted ni ne year old neighbor girl and her
not her and her nother who gave up tine to safely
wat ch and paddl e their kayaks. She said she was
prevented fromenjoying the creek due to the wake
fromthe nunerous high speed powerboats and PWCs.
It just wasn't safe they thought. Relocating the
buoys will increase the Iength of the creek where
paddl ecraft can be safely used.

Thank you again for considering this
petition. Preventing erosion, pronoting the

ecol ogy of the creek, and enhancing safety are al
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1 imrediate and |ong-term benefits for noving the

2 speed limt buoy downstream New | ocation wl|

3 mtigate erosion, protect the living shoreline and

4 allow nonpowered craft to safely navi gate Broad

5 Creek while still allow ng significant waterway for

6 high speed powercraft. |It's a wi se conprom se.
7 Please approve the relocation. Thank you.

8 THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you. Any questi
9 for M. Davis? M. Alison.

10 M5. ALLISON: Are there any marinas

11 above where you are proposing to put your speed

ons

12 |imt?
13 MR. DAVIS: W have no nari nas.
14 M5. ALLI SON: You have no marinas so you

15 don't have a lot of boat traffic running in and
16 of the river?

17 MR DAVIS: Only skiers, tubers and
18 personal watercraft.

19 M5. ALLISON: And how many woul d you
20 were there on average weekend day?

21 MR DAVIS: Well, | haven't sat on ny

out

say
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deck for a full day and watched them but it's
continuous from about 11 o'clock in the norning
until dark.

M5. ALLISON: And ny |ast question, are
there any fairly high speed powerboats or jet skis,
PWCs, al so noored in that creek?

MR. DAVIS: Yes, many. |In fact, nost of
t he docks have high speed powercraft and there are
many PWCs.

M5. ALLI SON:  Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN. (Ckay. Anynore questions?
Thank you, M. Davis.

Anybody el se here to speak in support of
the petition? And again, please state your nane,
first. |If you agree wth what he said, please
state it, and let's try to avoid repeating.

MR. HATCH. My nane is Dr. Kent Hatch,
HAT-GH | own 2822 Broadview Terrace. | amthe
first -- second property actually -- not in the
community of Broadview. So where that red line is,

I f you would take right where the arrow it right
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1 now, | own that point of land there. | spent 30
2 thousand dollars putting in rock to stop the wak

3 fromthe boats. The reason | don't have a

4  bul khead, the Corps of Engineers would not approve

5 it at the time. So | had been conplinented by

6 comunity people, kinda the best of both -- I'm

7 the board of Severn R ver Association also, but we

8 put inrock to stop the wake and we backfilled with

9 sand and we put in marsh grass. | have a living

10 marsh, it's kind of a neat thing there. But |I'ma

11 kayaker, rescue scuba diver, don't own a powerbo
12 and al so have a canoe, i have had many occasi ons
13 where | have sone real -- and froma guy that wo
14 do rec diving, |'"'mnot afraid of being on the

15 water -- I've had sone real close calls wth

16 powerboaters. One of ny forner patients is a

17 retired police officer and he said well, you nee
18 to call in. How can you do that, they're gone s
19 fast. | noticed part of is in enforcenent issue

20 and | conmend the police for hel ping us on that.

21 But any way I'min favor of the noving the buoy.

e

on

at ,

ul d

d

o
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Kind of interesting, right now they have a
tenporary buoy and it has the nunber, M. Gant and
| talked to, he was very gracious in answering ny
guestion, but where that buoy is nowit's kind of
interesting, it's already sl ow ng down people. |
wat ched the other day, | was playing down by the
wat er and a guy cane zoom ng up and stopped real

sl ow because they actually think the speed |imt
has been relocated and I'min favor of this. |

t hi nk everybody needs to enjoy. The question was
asked the gentl eman ahead of nme about boats being
up, on the weekend a | ot of people are tied up and
a |lot of people conme by and -- I'Il try not to wap
It up, other people when | talk -- it's interesting
t he present buoy | have seen people com ng out real
fast pulling skiers and tubers and that they go
around it, that's their benchmark, so they go past
the marker, make the turn if that's the speed they
can keep up and then zoom back the other way and |
have had several close calls nyself with people who

do not stay away fromthe shoreline. And | think
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t hat everybody needs to enjoy it. | don't know how
many of the people that boat on there really live
there, but | would Ilike to see it noved. | can --
it's literally right at the boundary of ny property
and ny neighbor' and I'"'mfor it and thank you to
the commttee for your help.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you. Standby. Any
questions for M. Hatch? Thank you, M. Hatch.

MR. BAUERSFELD. (Good norning, ny nane
Is Harry Bauersfeld. | live in the Broadview
community and | have a boat at the Broadview
comunity pier and one of the things | would Iike
to say | agree with what Bruce said and would |ike
to add a few things of ny own. |[If you |ook at the
geonetry of the creek you'll see between those two
lines there is a point that sticks out fromthe
western shore, that forces everyone to the right
side, to the east side of the creek, and brings
them -- al though the distance between that point
and our, our dock is 450 feet, it shoots everybody

over to the right side and the natural geonetry of
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that creek you see on the western shore is that big
cutout so people just alnost regularly cone in the
right, the east side of the creek, skimalong
within, frequently within the hundred foot limt of
our dock so they can nake that big swing to the
western shore and cone back out. So they cone in
the east, they nmake that big circle right before
the speed Iimt sign, and cone back out. So
frequently boats are well within the hundred foot
limt, regulatory Iimt.

The other point that I want to enphasize
I's the increased popularity of wakeboardi ng.
cannot enphasi ze that enough. The inpact studies
t hat have been done there do not take into effect
or take into account the future of boating. The
wakeboards, | nean wakeboarding, they're putting up
as big a wake as they can so people can surf behind
the boats and you will see those wakes that just
have been a hi nderance before now becone very
danger ous.

My boat, | nean, it is going back and
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forth I'i ke you woul d not believe and the wakes are
breaki ng well over the shoreline.

The only other point that | would |ike
to add is -- two points. One, there are no nmjor
mari nas that we will be inhibiting people or
slowing a | ot of people down across this area, and
al so the closeness to the South River itself, and
approximately two mles further upstreamthere is a
designated area for skiing and this kind of
activity that is very close to what people are
using here. This is the only creek that |I'm aware
of that skiing is allowed on the South R ver and,
you know, | think for the size of the river it's

appropriate not to have that kind of activity.

Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Any questions? Thank
you, Sir.

MR. ECHAVARREN. (Good norning, ny nane
Is Daniel Echavarren. M wife and | live in
Broadvi ew Estates, |'malso the chairman of the

Waterfront Commttee for Broadvi ew Estates, which
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really just nmeans |'mresponsible for dock
mai nt enance. We keep two boats on lifts at the
marina there and ny experience has been that on the
weekends we effectively can't take out at |east a
sail boat. You cannot take it out of the [ift
because of the frequency of boats going by and
putting up big wakes. It's not the waterskiers. |
spent, you know, mny youth waterskiing on the South
Ri ver, although | don't ever remenber comng into
that creek to do it. When there is no speed limt
no boat is limted in its speed and we have big
boats com ng up and meking turns there, as Harry
just said, and putting up a huge wake into our
marina. |t would benefit ne greatly and allow ne
to use ny boats on the weekend if the speed |imt
was six mles an hour. Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN.  Thank you. M. Marsh.

MR. MARSH. \Were is your hone on the --
where do you live there? Point that out.

MR. ECHAVARREN. On the chart?

MR. MARSH: Yeabh.
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1 MR ECHAVARREN. Qur house is, our house
2 isright here. | think this is our house right

3 here, and the path to the marina is like this.

4 MR. MARSH. \Were do you keep your boat?
5 MR. ECHAVARREN. Right here. | have one
6 on the outside and one on the inside.

7 THE CHAIRVAN:  Hi s boats are at the

8 marina, Coles.

9 MR. ECHAVARREN. [It's at the marina.

10 have a 42 foot Trawler, but | don't keep it there.

11 THE CHAI RMAN.  Anynore questions? Thank
12 vyou, sir.
13 kay. Anybody here to speak against the

14 petition for Broad Creek? |s there any one point
15 person or any spokesperson for the group? Seeing
16 there is no spokesperson for the group, again,

17 please |imt your comments to three m nutes,

18 pl ease.

19 MR. TANG Daniel Tang, |I'ma boater,
20 wat erskier and wakeboarder and wakesurfer and have

21 been doing all the watersports here since probably
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*86. | amout here every weekend, you know, there
is a pro and con, yes and no, maybe for maybe why
you do see maybe nore waterskiing and wakeboar di ng
on this river, it's just the trenendous popul arity.
W' ve been given sone tasks to speak for Annapolis
Watersports who is a MasterCraft dealer. W had to
go to New Jersey to buy our MasterCraft because
there was no dealer in this area. But, you know,
we're here partly to advocate that we would like to
continue to waterski and wakeboard, wakesurf, on
this river and with sone of the changes in the
upper end of the river where it's limting it to
just to this course you probably seen nore traffic
over here because you cannot go over and
recreationally ski outside of that course. And
everybody who is a begi nner wakeboar der,
wat er ski er, | ooks for glassy water. W m ght be
pushed to this river because of the wind direction.
The boat traffic is usually too nmuch to try to
confortably waterski, but because of these changes

t hat have occurred over the last year to two in the
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upper part of the South River then where are we
forced to learn, take our kids, is into this area
where it may be a little bit calnmer. Yes, there is
some areas you can turn a boat, you can get it

t hrough safely. You can't go with a waterskier too
cl ose to those docks because it's obviously too
dangerous, but then you're crisscrossing either
peopl e pulling inner tubes, bigger boats go in and
out and you don't have the condition to enjoy that
type of sport and in this river it's probably not

i deal for the wakesurfing which we usually wll
sink our boats, add ballast and create sone waves,
it's just not deep enough, you need 10 feet of
water to create acceptabl e wake behind to be able
to surf behind it. Just know ny appreciation and |
have reviewed the m nutes of these commttee
nmeetings and so the other sports that are avail able
to us nowadays. The retailer for the MasterCraft
can't -- a big selling point of this river is to be
able to go out and enjoy the boats that have been

created by these, by MasterCraft. And if you start
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limting access in these ways then you're going to
effect a big contributor to the econony here.
That's one of the reasons | |located to the South
River is to be able to access these particularly
uni que areas that we can enjoy waterskiing and

wat ersports. It dovetails a little bit into the
mai n area because they're trying to apply the sane
rules that are there to the South River, which I
think is a totally nore unique area where there is
not many hones and things like this, so that's why
this area becones nore boat traffic. | would have
no problemshutting it down to six mles, but again
I f you close out another place where else are we to
go? You can't go out into the main part of the
river, it's just too nuch boat traffic and, you
know, sonebody drops off the line, you know, a
young child, then you have to contend with sonebody
pul ling an i nner tube behind you or just the
general boat traffic in general so there is a huge
safety area there.

This is a protected area, you know,
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years ago when | was doing the boats | thought that
there was -- | was | ooking at property and there is
a lot of turnover and | thought well, it's because
at six, seven clock sonebody is a running a boat
back and forth and it's Iike a canyon there and the
sound shoots up and who would want to |ive al ong
that area because it gets anplified. | can
under st and people wanting a slower wake. | don't
t hink these boats create that nuch damage and, you
know, how many people are -- how many on the
weekends that we see doing these sports is probably
| ess than a dozen people at any given tinme doing
t hese kinds of sports so the volune is not
excessive really as you woul d kinda think. So
every weekend for the summer for the last 30 years
| have been out there, it's not likeit's 9 to 5.
Thank you.

THE CHAIRVAN: Hold on. One second.
Questions?

M5. CRAIG Can you clarify that when

you' re doing the wakesurfing and that sort of thing
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t hat you need deeper water for that?

MR. TANG Yes. You sink the boat
because it has an internal ballast, you can
I ncrease the boat weight to about two thousand
pounds and you offset it to one side so that the
wei ght, plus going at 10 mles an hour, you're not
creating a wake or a surf going 20 mles an hour,
so it's a very slow speed. Yes, it does generate a
wake, but you need it to be able to kind of
somewhat cone up, back up, and you can't do it in
t he back area unless -- in the five, four, six feet
of water you won't get an acceptable wake to be
able to surf.

M5. CRAIG You're saying that you can't
do it in the yellow line back which is six mles an
hour or fromthe red |ine back?

MR. TANG You could do it com ng up
fromthe nmouth, the nouth there. You can go up to
the yellow, it's deep enough, but again it's, you
still, you can't desirably get a wake and then you

have to turn around so it's better to do it out in
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the main part of the river.

M5. CRAIG Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Any ot her questions?
Thank you, M. Tang. Next.

M5. EMERT: H, ny nane is Melissa
Enmert. |I'ma waterfront property owner in
Broadview as well and we're at 2818 Broadvi ew
Terrace. W have lived there 19 years, noved there
because of Broad Creek primarily and we've boated,
ny husband and I, about 25 to 30 years and now we
currently have two young children who enjoy the
wat er sports. | have an eight year old and a 14
year old, we tube, and Broad Creek presents a nice
safe area for when kids fall off -- and we're now
teaching how to waterski. M 14 year ol d daughter
wat er ski s and again Broad Creek just presents a
saf er environment than having to be forced out on
the river. And in noving -- we currently live
about where the red line is right around there. |
believe in nmy opinion noving the speed Iimt there

woul d take away two safe turnarounds. Wen | drive
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the boat |'mvery careful with ny kids and utilize
those and so in ny opinion it would be a disservice
to how we use the creek. And also in addition
to -- so we have a 19 foot ski boat and also a 29
foot cruiser, which we don't take up and down very
fast, that's mainly for the river, but we also own
two kayaks and a paddl eboard and if ny eight year
ol d knows how to stay on the paddl eboard close to
shore | think that nost people can get that idea to
give the right-of-way to the faster boats, and |
guess that's it.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you. Any
questions? Thank you, Ms. Enert.

Again, we want to nmake sure that

everybody gets a chance to speak. |If we can nake
it very brief or we'll have to have a very | ong day
her e.

MR. LINDBERG |'m Gunner Lindberg, |I'm

a boater in this area since the age of six, got ny
| icense at 12 so that now neans | have been

operating a vessel in this exact area in the South
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River for 25 years now. Yes, there is an increased
popul arity of, you know, wakeboardi ng and
wakesurfing, waterskiing, that's ny primary focus
down in the South River. |'mprimarily against
this change due to the fact that we're slowy
getting pushed out further and further into the
open water. The designated ski course now has
limted hours of operation. You can only be in
there using the ski course, you know, you need to
have your designated sticker, which we now have,
because we have to have an approved boat for that;
however, by pushing us out of the ski course during
certain hours of the day now forces us into nore of
these cal mareas and like Dr. Tang said we can't
real |y wakesurf back there, it's not deep enough.
You need nore water to suck up and create that
wake, but the wakeboarders and waterskiers we do
want that calmwater and that is a nice piece of

cal mwat er; however, at the sane tinme we do respect
the property owners and stay away fromthe property

| i nes and watch for other traffic. But this is
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twofold, it's a give and take. It seens |ike
you're tal king away nore of our designated ski area
and our wakeboard area as well. | nean the ski,
the ski zone is now only for skiers, again, certain
hours of the day. You know, this is -- and |ike
the property owner said this is a grow ng, you
know, wakeboarding is becom ng extrenely popul ar
and this is not, this does not bode well for our
sport and the environnent of this water, you know,
|*ve had the sanme experience on this water. Like |
said since | was six years old, | had a boat at

Li berty Marina, at Oak Grove, ny parents had a boat
since | was a child, and just recently have seen

t oo many changes that are goi ng agai nst everything

that | have done on this stretch of the water. So

t hank you.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you, any questions?
Thank you.

MR. GELB: Hello commttee, ny nane is
lra Gelb. |'ma boat owner, a waterskier, and |I do
wakesurf as well, and | have three kids, ny wfe
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wat er ski s, we have been doing this for about 10
years now on the South R ver. The designated sKki
area that we have been using primarily for years is
a wonderful place, really no hones to speak of that
you're bothering and it's a nice encl osed area;
however, this year that was shut off for al
recreational skiing. Now, |'ma previous slalom
skier, | can do the course, but ny kids and ny wife
can't do the course. They can go through the
course, but they're not course skiers. The new
rules are that you can't ski in that area which is
probably the only safe area unless you' re skiing

t hrough the course and | was out there with ny
famly, it was a new thing -- nost people don't
even realize the change. A lot of people still
flying through there with tubes all season not even
realizing there was a change. | was in there, |
knew t he change, | was doing the course, the police
cane and | was finishing, it was two mnutes to 12,
and they said good thing you stopped, we were going

to ticket you in two mnutes, at noon. So the
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course is shut for everyone at noon and on. The

only time you can ski is from | guess, 6 a.m to
12. So | then tried to ski with my famly out in
the, inthe rest -- in the main, in the open area,
and about every two mnutes a 30 foot boat canme by

t hrow ng bi g wakes, tubers. You cannot waterski,

you cannot wakesurf. | don't wakesurf, you can't
wakesurf, you can't definitely waterski. | know
|"mgetting off the Broad Creek, okay, I'll get

back to it. The Broad Creek issue there is nore
people in Broad Creek to sone extent because they
can't ski in the waterski zone so |I'mgoing to say
t hat wat erski zones needs to be changed so that

| ess people in Broad Creek. | wll also say |'ve
been skiing there, | ski during the week, in the
eveni ng and on the weekends and in the evening and

t he nunber of people that | see waterskiing in

Broad Creek -- and |"'mthere all different days of
the week -- is very small, it's a little overbl own,
but still it does get unsafe if there is two people

skiing at the same tine. The waterski area one
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1 person at atine allowed to ski all day with --

2 think you're tal king about safety issue and about

3 that other thing, this is a real safety issue when
4 you're waterskiing and you have a kid on the end of
5 aline and there are 30 foot boats and tubers going
6 at the sane tine that's extrenely unsafe and that's
7 how soneone gets killed and | think that designated
8 ski area at the end of river needs to be open al

9 day with rules.

10 THE CHAI RMAN. (Ckay, please. W're

11 talking about Broad Creek and let's wap it up.

12 MR CELB: Thank you.

13 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you. Any

14 questions? Hearing none, next, please.

15 MR HARE: [|'m Paul Hare and | live

16 currently in the den Elk comunity which is down
17 like where Goose Island is witten there and |'ma
18 conpetitive and recreational waterskier and |'ve

19 been using the upper South River since the |ate 80s
20 and | would like to add ny agreenent wth what the

21 other gentleman said in that nostly that closing
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anot her area of the South River is going to push
the skiers out into the main body of the river and
like | said | live in the den Elk conmunity which
Is our beach is right there where the |and, island
Is witten on Goose Island. |'moften down at the
beach and | have seen dozens of boats out there

al ready on -- especially on weekends, especially --
probably nore than 50 percent with a tow |line

behi nd so cl osing another area is just going to add
nore congestion to the rest of the river. And |ike
it was nentioned before the ski area is now pretty
much closed to recreational skiers currently as of
this year anyway. And | would also |ike to add,
you know, | heard a | ot of concerns about erosion
and, you know, like | said I'"'mright there where
the Goose Island is and | have seen, you know, 30,
40 foot boats go up and down the river there, which
I's not much wider than Broad Creek and, yeah, they
t hrow bi g wake but in ny experience | have seen our
beach erode and | believe that nuch of that erosion

I's due to the high tides that cone in not
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necessarily the boats and the waves.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Well, we're well-versed
on erosion and what causes it. W see that year
after year.

MR. HARE: That's all. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you. Any
questions? Thank you, sir.

M5. WMAN: My nane is Lynne Wnan
(phonetic) and I'ma property owner on the South
Haven on the other side of the river right where
that red line is, that's opposite nmy dock, and we
have been living here for since 1982, for over 30
years now. W saw in the 80s a nassive congestion
Wi th people skiing and all of the problens that
occurred, that has dropped significantly in the
| ast 30 years. W barely have 10, 12 boats on the
weekend. Speed is not an issue, they're not
driving next to the docks, they're not causing
problenms with the boats. Erosion, yes, we had
probl ens 30 years ago. W put in a bul khead. W

still have erosion, nore fromstorns than we do
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fromwaterskiers. Wat we're doing in that picture
IS you are elimnating half of the ability to use
that river for recreational purposes, whether it's
wat erskiing, jet skiing, anything, it drops it all
down. We are elimnating water for the whole
reason why people come to Annapolis, which is a
yachting area, to use the waters of this area for
recreational purposes and for commercial and

busi ness purposes and we are allow ng people to

t ake those rights and abilities away fromus and
you're taking away half of the ability for people
to use that river. And | live right there, I'm
right there, we have the problenms with the erosion,
but that's not a reason to turn around and take
away people's ability to use the water as they see
fit. Elimnating themto six mles an hour
elimnates nore than two-thirds of that river, that
creek, for commercial, |I nean for recreational
purposes and | just think that's wong. Any
guestions?

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you. Any
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questions? Thank you. Next.

MR RICE FEric Rice (phonetic), I live
in Broad Creek and | have lived there for 19 years,
| have two boats in the marina. | have one of only
three boats that sit in the water, every other boat
in the marina is on alift. Not one tine in ny
|ife have | not been able to get ny wakeboard or
ski boat out fromthe thing. This is not a very
congested creek when you conpare it other places.
| was just up in Deep Creek Lake, that's crazy. |If
they only knew how good they have it here. And I
understand their concerns about the environnment and
| appreciate what they're trying to say. So there

IS not a marina problem there's not a speed

problem | have been kayaking ny entire life,
white water and sea kayaking, | surf in waves in
t he ocean, | do stand-up paddl eboarding in big

waves in California. You shouldn't be out on a
kayak 1 f you can't get through a little bit of boat
wake and | appreciate people going out and, you

know, 1f sonething would happen, but there is
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plenty of roomfor everybody. In the whole back of
the creek is where the best kayaki ng woul d be, but
not that they can't cone out. Most of the kayakers
stay on the shore and go in. 1In the entire tine |
have lived there | have never seen a close call, an
accident or anything |ike that. Everybody who
noved into Broad Creek, nost of the people who
signed the petition are not boaters, many are, and
they live on the water, but | have 20, 30 people
just in the area that | can represent that asked ne
to talk for themthat do use the creek. Wat is on
that creek are kids, grandparents and famli es,
that's it. Sonme wakeboarders, it's not even a | ot
of wakeboard boats. It's mainly stern drives,
center consoles. A lot of people aren't even going
fast, they're putting up around there. Mst of the
peopl e who wanted to stay this way, a |ot, we have
kids. That's the reason we want it to stay, we
want to go down to the pier and watch the kids, we
don't want to have to go out in the mddle. There

are sone real safety reasons of going out. Wen
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you hit the South River anytinme after 2 o' clock if
the sun is shining you cannot see the people on the
water. There is a glare right across. As soon also
make the turn, the water is right in your eyes and
there is a lot of 30, 40 foot boats, you know,
maybe not 40, the bigger boats are com ng down the
channel so you have to pull up. Broad Creek is
perfect for safety to go up one side and three or
four boats at a tine could be there and nake a
circle and conme back. | have a 34 foot boat in the
water, | tie it up correctly, never once had any
problemw th waves. M boat's in perfect shape for
10 years. | just don't -- | don't get the whole
thing to be quite honest with you. Nobody was
asked down nost of the one side of the creek, this
was just kind of put in and here we go.

THE CHAI RMAN. (Ckay. Any questions?
Thank you, sir. Anynore? Next.

MR. CHANDONAIT: Hello, ny nane is Peter
Chandonait, GHA-NDONA-I-T, and | live at 2814

Broadvi ew Terrace and | am a new boater and |
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probably have sone skills to learn, but even with
ny i nexperience | haven't had any problemon the

creek as far as any close calls or any accidents so

even for an inexperienced boater, | don't see any
safety hazard there. | do have a child who |ikes
to tube, we have guests that |ike to tube, |I'm not

really risk-averse but | don't |ike taking ny
children out on the South River to do tubing there
and part of the reason is because as other people
have said the big boats that are going by. Another
part of the reason is that there are a lot of jet
skis there and on occasion | had jet skis trying to
jump ny wake while I had a child | was tow ng
behind and God forbid the child falls off of the
tube and there could be sonme close calls and sone
bad accidents due to that. | also think that
changing the speed Iimt is going to affect ny
property values. Recently | noved here from
Massachusetts just because of Annapolis. |'ve

| oved Annapolis all of ny life but finally had an

opportunity to cone here, you know, spent a
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consi der abl e anbunt of noney to buy a property and
| really think the property val ues would be
decreased if this speed limt should be put in
place. Oher than that, | agree with, you know,

ot her people that have spoken and their concerns
about lowering the speed imt.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, sir. Any
questions?

(Di scussion held off the record.)

THE CHAIRVAN.  Ma'am no questions from
t he audi ence.

Thank you, sir. Anybody el se to speak
against the petition for Broad Creek? W' re going
to break for lunch for the commttee. It is 20
after 12, | would like to make a quick Iunch and
try to be back in 45 mnutes, half an hour.

(Di scussion held off the record.)

THE CHAI RMAN: Keep going. W' re going
to keep going. W're going on to Maynadi er.
M. Gant.

M5. CRAIG W're going to have a five
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m nut e break.
(Pause in the proceedings.)

THE CHAI RVAN:  Ckay. Actually, before
we start on Maynadier -- it was ny mstake -- |
forgot to call Corporal Martin up for Broad Creek.
Corporal Martin.

CORPORAL MARTIN:  Good afternoon, |'m
Corporal Martin wth the Maryland Natural Resources
Police, I'massigned to the Broadneck office which
covers the South River. | |ooked at our CAD
system our reporting system and | could only find
a fewincidents that weren't -- or after 2014 and
t hose consisted were a coupl e of abandoned and
sunken vessels and commercial fishing inspections
and two conplaints of speeding vessels. And | have
stopped a jet ski at |east once going through the
creek too close to a dock. And other conplaints, |
t hi nk one conplaint of a wake hit a vessel at a
dock. And during ny survey | interviewed a nunber
of either people who had a vessel on a community

pier there or people who owned waterfront property
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and inquired whether they were interested in
expansion and in this case the desire to expand the
speed, people who owned the property or the owned a
vessel there were five versus three for
nonexpansi on and the principal concern seened to be
wake caused by the tow ng vessel and in ny
observation | haven't seen nore than coupl e of
vessels at a given tinme going through the area.
It's never a situation 20 or 30 boats. It's one or
two or three boats and/or jet skis. And | talked
to al so people who just use the creek who don't own
property there, either they' re anchored out in the
area that's presently the speed zone rafted up
together or they're notoring through the area and
In that instance approximtely eight of themdid
not want the zone expanded and four for the
expansion and there is |ot of sport crabbing and
sonme commercial fishing activity on the South R ver
and there is a lot of jet ski and waterskiing and
wat er sledding out in the main part of the South

Ri ver heading up towards the top of the correct.
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But in Broad Creek it's really not that nuch, but
there are jet skis that do operate in that area and
wat er ski ers and water shredders and what not .

That's about 50 vessels |'m guessing approxi mately
in that community there and there is only that one
community group hearing. And in ny survey it seens
|i ke there is a close split between expansi on and
nonexpansion, 9 for expansion and 11 for
nonexpansi on, people | interviewed. And generally
the way | interviewed if sonebody was on a raft or
boat | would ask the boat owner of the vessel what
their thoughts were. | wasn't taking a vote, | was
just asking in that group what are your thoughts
about expansi on or nonexpansion and see if they
were aware of the request for the expansion and
expl ain what | understood about it. So from ny
perspective -- and it's really up to the commttee
and people that testified -- in ny instance it can
go either way. W get additional conplaints about
speedi ng vessels if we expand the speedi ng zones

and then we'll get a conplaint about jet skis or
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wat er skiers too close to the dock and we'll respond
to that and if we locate them we'll site them

But otherwse it really shouldn't affect our
patrol s that nuch.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you Cor por al
Martin. Any questions fromthe commttee? M.
Bergen Sm t h.

M5. SMTH. Yes. Corporal, | would Iike
to ask you if this zone was extended would there be
ot her areas of flat water protected for the kids,
et cetera, et cetera, like the people are talking
about, that these skiers do congregate, or is that
kind of it for the upper reaches of the South
Ri ver?

CORPORAL MARTIN: A lot of people
actually do go up the South Ri ver beyond the Riva
Bridge, up towards the designated ski zone area,
there is a lot of skiing activity there. As a
matter of fact, in instances there is a lot nore in
t he weekend out in the main part of the Severn

Ri ver than there is in Broad Creek. But there is
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activity in Broad Creek too. And beyond that, as
you get further down the South R ver, d ebe Bay and
sone of those other areas on the weekends a | ot of
t hose are closed but during the week they m ght be
open.

THE CHAI RMAN.  Any ot her questions?
Thank you, Corporal. Appreciate it.

And real quick, | want to speak to the
speed zones, | nmean the ski zone up at the end of
South River. W were nade aware, the commttee was
just made aware, there may have been an inadvertent
change in that area. The commttee had gone and
| ooked at all of the ski zones, the ski areas,
about a year and a half ago and nmade sone broad,
broad changes, but we believe there m ght have been
an adm nistrative change. W're going to go back
and | ook at that ski area and see if we can find
out what the true reg is and then make sure, you
know, that it's setup properly. So there may be,
there may be an inadvertent error in that area.

Ckay. Al right. Maynadier Creek.
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(Di scussion held off the record.)

THE CHAIRMAN:. M. Gant is going to,
M ke Gant is going to --

MR. GRANT: W are reviewng this at our
own request. Basically what Chris said, that we
made sone broad changes and perhaps it has to be
| ooked at agai n.

This first slide gives you the
approxi mate size of the area, the beginning of the
si x knot zone for the whole creek, and then the
approximate width and | ength of Maynadi er Creek
itself. This is the realignnent of the course. W
are not tal king about that today so people that
came to speak on the realignment this is not the
I ssue. We're tal king about the tinme franme when
you're allowed to ski, but I only put this up as a
representation. This is the actually ski zone,
this is the course wwthin the zone, so this area
here. This is the original Mynadi er controll ed
ski course in the Severn River Mnagenent Pl an.

The restrictions, ski course open Mnday through
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Thur sday noon to sunset, closed March 15th through
June 15th. In the 2015 regul ations, these are for
all controlled waterski areas, person shall not
operate or give perm ssion to operate a vessel for
t he purpose of tow ng a waterskier on the slalom
course on Saturdays, Sundays and state holidays
between 12 and sunset during the nonths of June,
July and August. And again, this course is for
practice only. There are no tournanments all owed
unl ess you get a special permt fromany nunber of
different state agencies.

(Di scussion held off the record.)

MR GRANT: Anyway. These, | took this
fromthe large letter that the conmttee received.
This is a conparison of the original operating
hours and the new operating hours. Part of the
consi deration, or concern fromthe residents is
that originally 34 hours and now 84 hours that the
skiers now have the majority of the tinme to use the
course as opposed to people that would just as soon

kayak or other recreation. W had 32 people
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opposed to the new regul ation and 11 in support.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Okay. Any questions for
M. Gant fromthe commttee?

Al right. W're going to nove to the
petitioner for this. And again, for everybody in
t he audi ence the alignnment of the course falls
under the Arny Corps of Engi neers so we have
nothing to do wth the alignnent of the course. W
are tal king about the hours, available hours for
skiing on the course. So the petitioner.

MR. EVANS: Thank you, commttee. M
nanme is Peter Evans. |'ma boater and user of
Maynadi er Creek and al so a resident that |ives
there on the creek. | amone of several people
t hat have gotten sone fol ks organi zed to express
concerns that we have about the change in the hours
of operation for the creek and obviously the
alignnment, but we won't tal k about that today. |
represent really sort of a broad swath of people.
W have boaters that |ive nowhere near the area

t hat have signed letters and sent theminto M ke
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and the DNR, they're fromthe South River, Back
Creek, all around the Severn River, and certainly
some folks that are in the community that
| medi ately surrounds the creek. W also have a
menber of the Severn River Association that is here
and that wll be talking, tal king on our behalf, so
we' ve reached out to themas well as the different
comunities around the area. Qur county
Counci | man, Chris Trunbauer, has been engaged as
well. He was intending to be here, but couldn't.
He made sure that he wanted ne to tell you that he
supported the petition that we have here to reverse
t he deci sion about the hours of operation. Ckay.
So let me get into alittle bit of the
speci fics and again, just focus on the hours
because that's the topic that will be discussed
here today. Mynadier Creek is a little bit of
unique creek in alot of ways. It's a six mle an
hour creek fromthe mnute you cone into it from
Round Bay.

M ke, could you put the overhead shot
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back up that you have? No, this is good. This
will be fine. This is sonething | took froma NOAA
website, this is a screen shot. This gives you an
| dea of Maynadi er Creek, part of what makes it

uni que i s that nost creeks narrow as you cone in,
this is a wide creek that al nost |ooks |ike a |ake.
As such, it's a very popul ar place for people al
around the Annapolis area to cone and raft up.

Over the years it has had the nicknane cocktai

cove because people cone and raft up and enjoy a
cocktail in the evening, | have heard other's refer
to it as swinmng hol e because they like to cone
and drop anchor and let their kids swmoff the
back of the boat so it is one of the nore popul ar
spots for people to cone on the Severn River
because it is shallow, protected, it is wde, and
it's a six mle an hour creek. GCkay. As a result
of that we have a huge nunber -- or had, past

tense -- to sone degree a huge nunber of

paddl eboarders that come into the creek, kayakers,

rowers. Just a couple of weeks ago we had an 18
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sai |l boat raft up in the back that spent the night.
It is sort of known within the sailing community as
a great place to cone and enjoy a calm protected
environnment. GCkay. And then there is also
fisherman, there is crabbers that go out there with
three hundred foot trout |ines and be back there
all day doing fishing. So there is a -- alnost the
entire cross section of people that boat use this
creek and use it on a regular basis. So the change
that M ke showed up there is really the issue that
we are concerned about. So for 25 years there is
an original permt put in place that as |
understand it, | was not there, it was a bit of
contenti ous negotiation back and forth between the
communi ties surrounding the creek and the U S. Arny
Corps that ultimately resulted in themallowing to
put in a restricted use course. |'ve passed out
copies of that regulation, and |I think you may have
It, but those regulations specifically as a
conprom se to people that wanted to use the creek

beyond just the slalomskiers created a restricted
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use course, Mndays through Thursdays noon to
sunset, period, that's it. That adds up by ny
cal culation to 30, about 34 hours a week assuming a
normal, you know, day in the summertine. That has
been increased to 85 hours based on the change in
this regulation. And the thing we object to and
the thing that we think needs to be reversed is
that has effectively turned over the ownership of
the creek to the waterskiers. Being in the creek
while the waterskiers are there is not conducive,
they can't coexist very effectively with the skiers
there, and it changes the total nature and the
characteristic of the cove and creek when they are
t here.

The original, if you ook at, it
| ooks -- here this is, up here. So the original
percent age of daylight hours that the course is, or
the creek is effectively given to the skiers is
about a third of the tinme. Now, honestly in ny
opinion that seens like a lot for such a snal

constituent group considering how many peopl e want
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to use the creek, but for 25 years it was 33
percent of the tinme. This regulatory change took
t he nunber of hours to al nost 85 hours and that
represents 83 percent of the daylight hours that
t he sl al om skiers can come back and ski the course.
VWiile they're there -- if you haven't been to the
creek, it's a quiet and protected creek -- when the
ski course isinuse it's like a drag strip running
through the mddle of what is otherwise a six mle
an hour creek. |It's different fromthe other
| ssues that we tal ked about because it's really one
of the few creeks out there that is a fully, one
hundred percent of tine, a six mle an hour creek
that just so happens to have a drag strip running
through the mddle of it.

Now, we have talked fromtinme to tinme to
t he menbers of ski club and they have said as an
exanple well, that may be true but we're not really
there that often. | would argue if we took the
full year and narrowed it to the boating season in

Maryl and that's maybe four nonths, frommd May to
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m d Septenber, the percentage of tine that they're
there skiing is high when you | ook at that narrow
group. No one is using the creek in January
because it's frozen. Wen you narrow that further,
you take out rainy days and hurricane days and all
the rest, the percent goes higher still and if you
really look at kind of the prime tinme that people
want to use the creek, which is in the evenings, on
t he weekends and in the nornings, odds are better
than not you're going to have a ski boat out there
skiing in the creek. So I have seen and sort of
nonitored this over this |last year after this
change has been nmade. My unscientific opinion
because | live right on the creek so |I can see al
of this happen is the course use is up maybe two or
three hundred percent fromthe way it has been over
the | ast couple of years, but ny unscientific
opinion too is the usage of the creek by everybody
el se has fallen precipitously, maybe as nuch 50
percent. Boats don't really conme up and raft up

back there, there's very few paddl eboarders are
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back there anynore. On the rare occasion that they
are -- wth one exception, when the ski boats show
up, you know, the other people |leave. The rafter
uppers pull up their anchor and they |eave. There
was one exception a while back and that was a boat
| eft there by its owner and it was anchored, the
skiers canme and skied and it pulled the anchor up
and boat drifted across the creek and al nobst ran
aground. It was interesting because that was one
of the fewtinmes | have seen a scenario where the
ot her people don't |eave the creek.

Ckay. | think the biggest problem
really is that based on the nature of the creek al
of the other users can coexist. You know, kayakers
can coexi st with paddl eboarders, with rafter uppers
with all of the rest. Wen the drag strip is in
force there no one can coexist so in effect the
ownership of the creek is turned over to the skiers
and at this point now 83 percent of the tinme. Now,
are they there 83 percent of the tine, no, but it's

I ncreased significantly and the problemis and the
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fact is that they can be there, this regulation
allows it. Ckay.

The last thing -- Mke, if you can go
over to the slides | provided. So that slide --
just to give you a sense too -- so Maynadi er Creek
Is a wde creek, but as you know it says here it's
a navigable area of the creek that's safe for boats
to travel. If you go out to the outskirts of the
creek, it's not so safe.

M ke, go to the next one. Wen we put
t he course across -- and actually go forward one
nore, okay. This is the subm ssion of the permt
fromthe ski course that really shows the |ocation
of the course, and | think Mke had it as well.

And if you go back one nore, please, M Kke.

The only other concern we have is a
safety concern. Wth the boats presence as they
ski -- and for those don't know the run takes 30 or
45 seconds, the turnaround at the end takes about a
m nute, and then they're back up and runni ng agai n.

So literally every mnute we've got this drag
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strip in force, going back and forth through the
creek. GCkay. Not safe fromour perspective. The
course also -- and | think it does affect DNR that
It now extends so far out into the narrow neck of
creek it becomes difficult if not inpossible for
peopl e to navigate safely in and out of the actual
creek itself. | have seen paddl eboards trying to
do it with the ook of terror in their eyes as
t hey' re hugging along the marinas trying to get out
of there without getting run over. Sonetines the
skiers stop and sonetines they don't. | have seen
t hat happen nmany ti nes.

Navi gation is also difficult because on
t he south end of course down where it says 21 slip
marina, that's the Belvoir Farns mari na down there,
the skiers conme so close to the edge of shoreline
there is no way boats or anyone el se can navigate
safely the south end of course without risking --

THE CHAI RVMAN:  Again, we're talking
about speed limt and not the alignnment of the

cour se.
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MR. EVANS: kay. So the, and then |
guess the other issue, | assune this is a DNR i ssue
soif it's not, please et ne know, there is
conditions in the COWR code, and | talked to M ke
about this and Mke said if there is skiers present
| have told Jim W/Ison and sone of other people if
sonebody is trying to get across the course you are
to stop no matter what and | et them cone across the
course, nmakes sense and it's logical. 1'Il read
fromthe COMR regs, it says a person may not
operate or give pernmi ssion to operate a vessel
across or within the permtted course when the
course is in use by a vessel which displays the
permt sticker or is towing a skier or assisting a
fallen skier. The concern there is that this rule
really states that it's the responsibility of the
person trying to cross the course that could be at
fault and could have liability. W have open water
swimers that sw m back and forth across the
course, if they get hit I'minclined to say there

woul d be sonme share of lability because they were
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not allowed to cross the course. So that COVAR
regul ati on makes access to this creek for all of

t he boating public difficult, if not inpossible,
and certainly scary if you're trying to cone and go
fromthat creek.

Now, | row in the creek, paddl eboard in
the creek, we have a boat so we use the creek al
of the tinme, | have been there when the skiers are
there. People cone there to getaway fromthe chaos
of the Severn River, people running up and down 35
mles an hour in the river, people cone in there
for that purpose. Wen the ski course is present
there it takes away that characteristic of the
creek. It's inpossible for all of the other boat
users to kind of coexist when the skiers are there.

Ckay.

Last thing really quickly, the -- and
then | guess the conclusion -- so the other issue
whi ch may not be a DNR as well but so the commttee
knows, along this, let's see, the southeastern

section of the creek, which is Bayberry Hills, the
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road for that nei ghborhood runs very close to the
edge of the creek, there are neighbors there that
have had no choice at this point but to start a
project that's estimated to cost about 150 thousand
dollars to shore up the shoreline so that the road
for the neighborhood, which is starting to coll apse
into the creek, won't collapse into the creek.
That woul d restrict access to all people and the
property owners that |ive back there. So | know
t here has been di scussions about erosion in a | ot
of different scenarios. |Is it only the skiers that
cause it, probably not, but I'minclined to say
they certainly don't help.

Ckay. Bottomline in our opinion or at
| east in ny opinion, we want to coexist with the
ski course, we think that allow ng them a
restricted use pattern is the right way to coexist,
that's what happened for 25 years. This change
that was inplenmented, as M ke said sort of a
sweepi ng adm ni strative change nore than anyt hi ng,

has caused a repercussion to the creek that's
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changed the character and the use of the creek.

You can tell the creek is too small. It can't fit
a full length ski course and it turns the ownership
of the creek over to the skiers when they are
there. GOkay. | think that's it.

THE CHAI RMAN. (Ckay. Any questions from
anyone? Hearing none. That was good and thorough.
(Di scussion held off the record.)

THE CHAI RMAN:  Fol ks here to support,
speak in support, when you start state your nane
clearly so Kelly can record it and if you agree
with the person in front of you, please say so and
add anything that has not already been said and try
to keep it noving al ong.

MR. WHI TEHALL: Good norning, ny nane is
Janmes Wiitehall, | live in Maynadi er, have for
approximately 30 years. | would like to paraphrase
the chairman's opening statenents in that you don't
al wvays get what you want, but you have to learn to
live with it. And these new tinme changes are a

dramati c change fromwhat the Severn R ver water
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managenment conm ssion originally saw for Maynadi er
Creek. \What they did was considered and soneti nes
In very contentious neetings the use of the creek
for everyone and during that tinme they restricted
the nighttinme use, or the weekend use, in order to
provi de pl easure boaters, fisherman, kids that want
to swm a reasonable amount of tinme to use the
creek. This legislation that you have passed
unlimted the tinme use of the creek totally
contradicts the work of the Severn R ver water
managenent conm ssion. | inplore every nenber of
this conmttee to read the docunent that this
gentl eman put up at the begi nning on what was the
Intent of putting that speed course in the creek.
For the first 15 years the creek was in
there I worked continually with DNR trying to get
better signage. Part of the problemis it's
uncl ear where the course actually is supposed to
start and where it's supposed to end. That would
be corrected.

The other thing is the use of unapproved
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boats. Any boat using the ski course is supposed
to have passed the m ni nrum wei ght requirenent that
conpetition boats have. A large part of the
probl em of the erosion is caused by unapproved
boats. They go in and see the course, there is
nothing there. |If the sign says nust display
decal, well, | have tal ked to people that have
gone, gone out in ny boat and seen people in the
course and said hey, you don't have a special use
permt. | have a little square sticker that said
you paid your fee to use the water in Maryland and
that's what they think the decal is. So if this
committee i s serious about trying to solve a
probl em one of the issues has to be nuch better
signage saying it's restricted to approved boats
only and its hours of restriction because we find
t he unapproved boats in there that be putting out
pretty big wakes nore on the weekend than we do
during other times. Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you. Any questions

for M. Witehall? Thank you, sir.
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MR SCHOM G Good afternoon, ny nane is
Jeff Schomg. [|'mat 1171 Parish Place in Arnold
and |I'm here on behalf of the Severn R ver
Associ ation. For those of you unfamliar with it,
the association is approximately 90 years old, it's
conprised of individuals and comunities along the
Severn River. |'mactually newto the Severn R ver
Associ ation although I"'mnowit's vice president.
The issue though is not newto nme. | served for
three ternms on the Severn River Comm ssion and
during that tinme the issue both specific to
Maynadi er Creek and nore generally waterskiing has
come before the comm ssion so |I'm sonewhat famliar
with it. The association nore or |ess incorporates
the views that were presented in the opening
presentation here wwth regard to access to the
creek, the COVAR regul ations are clear that a
vessel may not cross the course while it's in use,
and also wth respect to the hours. One inportant,
one inportant clarification or point of enphasis |

woul d |i ke to make both personally and on behal f of
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the association is that nost of the presentations
we' ve had here today of course dealt with the issue
of use apportionnent. Everyone wants to use the
wat erways, particularly the creeks. W |ove our
creeks in the Chesapeake Bay, we |love themto death
sonetines. And our position to enphasize is not to
say that waterskiers ought not use Maynadi er Creek
at all. It is sinply to say that the previous
hours were nore appropriate given the range of

fol ks who use the creek, given the access issues

| nposed about the realignnment of the course, and
given the potential for increased erosion because

t he boat wakes that woul d be caused by the

I ncreased use with the hours of operation. So
those are our primary issues going back to the
original configuration, which | realize isn't the
purview of this commttee, but going back to the
original hours of operation in order to nake the
creek nore usable for a range of users including

t he skiers. Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN.  Ckay. Thank you. Any
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questions for M. Schom g? Thank you, sir.

MR FOX: Hello, commttee, ny nane is

Robert Fox, |I'ma Maynadier resident. M boat is
in the 13 slip marina. | want to thank you for
ski pping lunch for us. It's nmuch appreciated.

| use ny boat nore than probably anyone
on the creek so | run it in and out of there
nunerous tinmes. Previously on Septenber 1l1lth since
t he hour change there were several skiers on the
course and they were exceeding the course. In
addition to that, there were several other sk
boats lined up waiting to use the course so that
narrows the creek even nore. Wen | tried to pul
out there is a crabber who -- right along this
shoreline between the 13 slip marina -- wll put
nunerous crab pots out and they don't |eave until
noon, so between the crab pots and the skiers it's
a very dangerous intersection when the skiers are
there. | have to tine ny ingress and egress to ny
slip based on where the ski boat is on the course.

| have had ny boats damaged by ski boat -- mnor, |
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shall say -- rip ny Rub Rail out because the ski
boats cone out to the end and they wll do a hard
spin turn, that is not a six inch wake. That
creates a wake that's probably a foot in height and
It comes right into our marina. So that's what |
have to add.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Ckay. Thank you,
M. Fox. Folks, any questions? Thank you, sir.

MR VWHTE |I'mChris Wite, | live at
Pal i sades, 509, we're right on the creek. MW wfe
and | we're on Maynadi er Creek, we have a nunber of
smal | boats and | think guess I'mreally concerned
about the tinme change. My children cone in on
weekends and they use the small boats, they're in
this area, and | am al so concerned that other
peopl e outside of the creek would |ike to raft up
there and they won't have the capability of doing
that once the tinme has changed or since it has
changed. I'min agreenent with a everything that's
said here. Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN.  Any questions for
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M. Wiite? Thank you, sir.

MR. GOGE NS: (Good afternoon, ny nane is
Bruce Goggins. | live in Bayberry HIls, roughly
bet ween the four and the five, and | have been
living there since 1982. | was involved in the
original negotiations associated with original ski
course and as a result of those negotiations we
ended up wth sone restricted hours and sone
restricted boats. That was the idea, the realty
has been quite different. The reality is that in
addition to the people who are responsible
wat er skiers, there are sone that are not, who cone
in there with boats that are not part of the
approved boats. There are jet skis comng in.
There are people comng in at hours outside of the
normal hours for the course as it exists right now.
Quite frankly, it is an issue of enforcenent and we
have, | have I'Il|l say, pretty nmuch given up trying
to identify the issues associated with the people
comng in and msusing the course. As people have

sai d before people are going through so quickly
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t hat you could not, even with a good set of

bi nocul ars, identify the boats. By the tine you
call DNR if they come out or they don't cone out,
i f they do conme out what can you say, soneone was
here. That was it.

The issue of the course itself as you
can see it's one of two things. Either you're
goi ng to have waterskiers here or you are having
nothing. There is no roomfor anybody to do
anyt hing but waterskiing when waterskiing is
approved. This in effect nmeans that the new hours
t hat have been proposed are going to be the worst
of all possible worlds. You're taking away this
water fromthe use of people who are currently
using it, you are denying the use of this water for
all intents and purposes for the people that want
to raft up, people that want to fish, people that
want to swm In addition to that, you are
I ncreasing the effects of erosion by the additional
use of the course.

My final coment is |I've just gone
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t hrough five years of trying to get a permt from
DNR to control the erosion here and it has been
time consumng and it has been expensive and it has
not been pleasant so |'m opposed to the additional
hours for all of the reasons that | have given.

Does anyone have any questions?

THE CHAI RMAN:  Any questions for the
gentl eman? Thank you, M. Goggins.

MR. READ. Good afternoon, nmy nane is
Ceorge Read. |1'mthe dockmaster for the Maynadier
comunity pier, | have been the docknmaster for
quite a nunber of years. | have lived in
Maynadier, | was the first owner in Maynadi er.

| think there is two very, very
| nportant points that we have to keep in focus, one
I s shared use. The new hours of operation for this
course restrict the use to other than -- only to
the skiers. The second point that's critical is
unaut hori zed use. This is a restricted ski course.
The original permt required that the ski club conme

In on Thursday afternoon, a Thursday evening, and
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renove the buoys to demark, to mark the course was
the not to be used during the, during the off
times. During the, just the recent past we went
t hrough a revalidation of the course with the Arny
Corps of Engineers and the ski club was really,
real |y good, they brought in a buoy and set it at
the end of course and it really made a big i npact
on the unauthorized use. Now that the course is
open at the hours that you all have all owed that
buoy is now gone, the outer turn buoys remain in
position 24/7 during the entire boating season.
Anybody comng into this creek they see oh, |ook at
this beautiful ski course, it's wide open for us to
use, | can pull nmy tube, | have seen 28 foot
Robal os with tubes, children wth the tubes trying
to negotiate the ski course. So it's shared use of
t he creek and unauthorized use of the course. |
think those are the two things that we have to keep
in mnd. Thank you. Any questions?

THE CHAI RMAN:  Any questions for

M. Read? M. Pepe.
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MR PEPE. M. Read, it's not a big
| ssue, but do you know how |l ong the two comunity
docks have been in Maynadi er Creek?

MR. READ: We built -- the Maynadi er
comunity dock was permtted and it was constructed
in 1991. If M. Witehall is still in the room he
can tell you exactly, but in '91, and it was about
the same tinme we had the original negotiations for
the original position of the ski course.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Anynore questions? Thank
you, M. Read. Next.

MR TAVENER. H, ny nane is Jim
Tavener. | have been in Maynadi er since '88, and |
have had a sail boat in that Mynadi er nmarina ever
since. |'mvery concerned. You know, |'m not
agai nst shared use, but | really would rather not
see a ski course crammed into that beautiful areas;
however, that issue was already settled sone tine
ago. But now extending it into the weekend | think
Is a huge mstake. I'ma little troubled, and I

have trouble getting ny sailboat in and out of ny
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small slip as it is, and if there is going to be
ski boats around | don't think I'lIl be doing that.
"1l just have to wait until they're done. Thank
you.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Any questions for
M. Tavener? Thank you, sir.

MR DAVIS: |I'mJimDavis. |1'ma
kayaker, boater, property owner in Maynadi er Creek
and |'msort of last here, alnost last, so | want
to confirmthat what everyone else has said -- |
don't want to repeat it, because | knowit's gone
pretty |l ong anyway -- but there is one point that
hasn't seemto conme up and, M ke, nmaybe you can
help me with your pointer. There is a dock just at
the end of the ski -- on the other side of creek,
down two docks to the right. Top, straight across.
That dock right there, that is ny dock. And what
this depiction doesn't showis that the ski course
although it is supposed to stop up here further
t han that everyone, and | say everyone, | have

never seen -- nmaybe one person -- start before ny
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dock. So in other words they' re out on the open
side, not quite that far up, but right where that
dot is, starting the course so that |imts the
access even nore in ny mnd conpared to what this
depi ction shows.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Any questions for
M. Davis?

M5. TROVATO. | have a question. Do you
have any idea how often there are skiers out on
t hat course?

MR DAVIS: Well, actually, | do. It's
pretty regularly. And | won't say it's all of the
time but when there is good weat her and snooth
water it's quite frequently.

M5. TROVATO. So would you characterize
that as an hour a day?

MR DAVIS: No, nmuch nore than that.

M5. TROVATO. \What woul d you say?

MR DAVIS: Wien |'mthere it's usually
in the evening and I'lIl see themthere for couple

of hours in the evening, and I'massumng that it's
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1 the qualified people but it may not be. And then |
2 see themthere in the norning, so it's nore than

3 that. | guess what | would also speak to is people
4 have | earned, people in the boating community

5 learned, that's opened to the skiers and when

6 they're not there people are stopping using the

7 creek because of the skiers are there or they may

8 wake up on Saturday norning and see themthere. So
9 that's what |'mseeing, significantly reduced use
10 by anybody other than skiers and significantly

11 increased use by skiers.

12 M5. TROVATO Thank you.

13 THE CHAI RMAN:  Anynore questions? Thank
14 you, M. Davis. Next.

15 MR. RETTIE: Good norning, nmy nane is

16 Scott Rettie, I'ma Maynadi er honeowner, and |

17 agree wth everything that has already been said.
18 | won't repeat. | would like to enphasize that the
19 point though that regardi ng the change that was
20 nmade to the hours seemto run contrary to what this

21 commttee's focus has clearly been through your
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statenents and your questions, which is bal ancing

t he needs of the constituent petitioner or other
user against the needs of all users of the water.
And we've heard many, nmany people tal k al ready

t oday about the fact that the water's getting nore
crowded, there is nore uses of the water, there is,
you know, paddl eboarding, which | don't renenber
bei ng around 20 years ago, there is all of these
new people on the water, the constituent of the
skiers, and it's not even really the approved
skiers, it's really nore of the unapproved users of
t hese ski course, that's a declining constituent.
So it really seens so have run against the intent
of the commttee which is to keep those needs in
bal ance to allow the, basically a very, a
declining, small and declining constituent nore
access to the water which clearly if not deprives
certainly inpacts all of the other users who are
out there trying to enjoy the sane piece of water.
Thank you for |istening.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you. Any
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guestions?

kay. Fol ks who are against. Wo do we
have? M'am do you want to speak for the
petition?

M5. GOGANS: M nane is Mary Anne
Goggi ns (phonetic) and I'"ma property owner in the
creek. | guess in sitting here this norning
listening to all of the discussions on the pros and
cons | have not had clarification of the
transparency involved by this commttee on how you
per haps inadvertently or intentionally changed the
hours for Maynadier Creek's waterskiing after
putting out a public hearing notice in the
newspapers, never hol ding one hearing and havi ng
any public discussion, so ny points of interests
are a full explanation fromthe conmttee nenbers
on how you determ ned and decided to increase the
hours of operation, the transparency involved by
not hol ding hearings for the public had been put in
t he paper and al so how you woul d address the

enforcenent of these hours with all of the concerns
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1 that people have stated as far as the universal use
2 of the creek. How are you going to enforce these
3 hours on a weekly basis? And | would like all of

4 this published in the Annapolis paper.

5 THE CHAIRVAN:  |'msorry, that's not

6 going to happen, nma'am but | can speak to sone of
7 your points.

8 M5. GOOG@ NS: Excuse ne, why wouldn't it
9 happen? Isn't it --

10 THE CHAI RVAN.  Ma' am - -

11 M5. GOOG NS: There's a notice for

12 public hearing and we had none.

13 THE CHAIRVAN:.  Ma'am ma'am let ne

14 answer your questions.

15 Ckay. First of all, the enforcenent is
16 the responsibility of Maryl and Natural Resources
17 Police, so that's their job. [It's not the

18 committee's job to enforce those rules, it's the
19 job of the Maryland Natural Resources Police. And
20 they take their job very seriously and they're

21 spread throughout the state trying to enforce al

410-268-6006
1-866-337-6778



MARYLAND BOAT ACT ADVISORY COMMITEE
Transcript of Meeting of the Maryland Boat Act Advisory Committee taken October 11, 2016 Page 145

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

of the rules in all of the areas so I'll divert
that to thembut | would at least |ike to put those
wor ds in.

Secondly, these areas, the reason we are
here today is these, all of the ski areas were
| ooked at by a conmttee, a subcommttee within the
Boat Act Advisory Committee. The intent was to
gather all of these ski areas and make them as
uni versal as possible so that a NRP officer
I nvestigating a skiing conplaint on the Upper
Severn River or Upper South River would be | ooking
at the same rules and appl ying them equally.

Now, the neeting was published and there
was di scussi on; however, there was one thing that
we were concerned that this created sonme changes
that | believe not everybody is happy with and so
we are revisiting this to allow you to, everybody,
to speak on this. So we may or may not change this
based on what we hear today. So we are being
transparent about this and we were, we were in the

past. Although it wasn't -- | don't think people
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saw it on their radar so that's why we're here, so
we're trying to be open. That's what we're doing.

M5. GOOG NS: Do you have in witing
when the hearings were held to the public and who
t he di scussi on consisted of ?

THE CHAIRVAN. M. Gant, I'll turn that
over to M. Gant. He has when all the neetings
were held and all of the transcripts are online
SO --

M5. GOOG NS: Thank you, very nuch.

THE CHAI RVAN: -- you can deal with him
afterwards. Thank you. GCkay. For the folks
agai nst the petition.

MR. TANG Daniel Tang again. | just
want to advocate for the waterskier. You know, it
really cones into play where this is such a
different situation than what we have on the South,
but again it's contraction of boundaries and things
| i ke that they apply universally and | think each
area has its own unique set of circunstances. |

am | feel I'"'ma pretty thick guy. | can ski the
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majority of the times | go but, you know, | don't
think I can ski nore than 10 to 15 mnutes at a
particular time. |'mlooking at this ski course
etiquette that the Severn River Ski C ub puts out
and they say that during crowded sessions you limt
yourself to six passes or three falls and you
cannot -- in the course you're doing 10, 15 m nutes
per set so | think that in general you just -- it's
not |ike you can just go up and back and forth and
back and forth and do that for a half an hour |ike
you coul d do maybe snow skiing. It's just a
totally different activity level. And so that, you
know, one person falls it's going to take a while
to get the guy out and pull himout and there are
peri ods and breaks that people want to get out of
their marina or get past, you know, recogni zing
that there is an interval that, you know, people
can pass. You just to kind of use your common
sense. To speak of the volune of the people, you
know, | don't know about the Severn River, how big

It is, but the South River solicits for nenberships
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and there is like 10 famlies, 10 boats, you know.
So it's not a huge volune of people using that
particul ar ski course and | would assune that it
applies sonewhat to the Severn River. | do have to
criticize the DNR, you know, for putting out maybe
new rul es, buoys, things like this, and it's not
just the people who use them but the people who
don't use them who don't understand this is an
area that you shouldn't be pulling an inner tube

t hrough or a jet ski going through. However people
| earn about what the rules on the water are, it's
just poorly publicized. It should alnost go with
your registration that these are the things, these
are the things you should do whether you -- whether
peopl e pay attention to it or not -- but that's
just as disruptive to the people who are trying to
follow the rules and the people who don't, you
know, know the rules. Like we said in six mle an
hour, the two buoys and people are still going past
It because they don't look, it's so small or they

don't realize the change and it's not very well
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advertised to the public. Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you. Any questions
for M. Tang? Thank you, sir.

And we're hearing sone of the sane
t hi ngs over and over, sone of it is enforcenent,
and again, unfortunately we as the Boat Act are not
the enforcer of the rules and reqgul ations that we
recommend to the secretary so we understand. W
feel your pain. W deal with this year after year
al so.

MR WLSON: JimWIson and | represent
the Severn and Magothy River Ski Club and I put a

| ot of hours in trying to get things straight wth

this. But | live on the water nyself, | have a
wat erfront hone. | know about erosion, and it has
nothing to do with boats. | skied on the Severn

Ri ver since the md 70s, including in Maynadier all
during the 70s and 80s. | cruise, sale, ski, I'm
on the water all of the tinme. | nean that's ny
life. I'mon the water probably at |east three

days a week and | do a lot of raft, | used to raft
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ups in the Maynadier all of the tinme and still do.

| don't live on the Severn River right now, but
anyway. | had submtted a | ot of questions and
answers to the conmttee earlier, a week or so ago,
t hat addressed al nost every issue here but what |
would like to do is just hit the highlights here on
what's goi ng on.

The current permtted hours for the ski
course as of this year are what shoul d have been
done in 1990 when this course was originally
approved. There were a whole | ot of things that
went on that said we're going to do this
tenporarily to see what happens, that type of
thing, and basically the only -- there is no
factual reasons to restrict the hours. It's only
potential issues and possible interference with
other folks. And | have been on the course -- just
to let you know, we kind of keep a sem -cal endar on
how much we use the course. The nost tinmes this
year we have used the course are six tines in a

week. That's approximately an hour and a half to
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two hours per tine, six tinmes a week, at nost.
Average has been three. So just to let you know
how many tines we use it.

There are currently 14 boats that are
permtted to use the ski course and | believe sone
of those mght be on the South River. W have
probably about 10 boats that | know of on the
Severn River that use the course. W don't use it
24-7. We don't use it all of the tine. W work, |
mean all of us are professionals, we all work. W
try to go when we can get there.

Maynadi er is very good because it's
protected. W can go there al nost anytine, the
wind is blow ng, other boats are out, doesn't
matter we can go there and it's convenient. You
can't ski Sunrise Beach, the other ski course,
except early in the norning, that's it, and if it's
wi ndy, forgot about it. | have been many tines
when there are paddl eboarders, raft up people, we
went the other day and there were three boats

rafted up that had been there two or three nights
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and we just went over to themand said we're going
to ski the course, we didn't want to startle you in
case you see us going fast, they said no problem
peopl e were here the other day doing the sane
thing. You want us to judge for you? W said
okay, you know. Well, while we were skiing we

wat ched t hree kayaks who were paddling around the
creek, | nmean that's not a big deal. W have
pictures of a Heron sitting about a hundred feet
fromwhere the skier's dropped at the far end of
creek. He sits there alnost every tine we're
there, he is there all of the tine. W're not
affecting the wildlife. W hear the erosion thing,
you guys know about the erosion, all of the studies
t hat have gone on, ski boats have a very small

wake, smaller than w ndbl omn wakes. | don't even
want to go into that. And the course as you see it
was approved by the Corps of Engineers, originally
approved by, Mynadier Creek was originally
approved by boating advisory fol ks back in 1987

t hrough 1990 as the best place upon the Severn to
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set up a ski course and the buoys are basically 850
feet by about 75 feet wide which is |ess than two
percent of the river that it effects. It does not
affect any raft ups, they raft up on both sides of
the course. And when we're in there we have had
crabbers, we have had fishernman, we have had
kayakers, we have had waterboards -- or

paddl eboarders. Sorry, not waterboards. No, we
don't do that. W have shells. | nean Peter Evans
cane out in a shell and we accommopdat e everyone.
The way that we ski, just to nake sure it's very
clear, we only go down one place, right down the

m ddl e of that ski course, we stop at both ends.

We do not nmake high speed turns, we stop at both
ends. W always idle when we're making the turns,
so when we stop the boat we're at idle and we
average approximately 12 passes per hour. That
means one way down, approximately 12 per hour.

It's 45 seconds a pass so that's nine m nutes per
hour that the boat is on plane.

We al ways have an observer. Wen the
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boat goes down there we see what's in front of us,
I f there is any other boat -- and we are under the
regul ations of DNR' s rules of a hundred feet, we
cannot go up within a hundred feet of other vessel
or anything in the water -- so alnost all of our
guys are expert driver's, we have to be because
we' ve been doing this along tine -- we stop and at
the end, we turn around, and we go back.
Approxi mately nine mnutes an hour on plane, that's
the average. But it's always in one spot, so it's
very predictable, very easy for anyone that's in
there. And we've talked to a | ot of people that
come in and out and tell them what we're doing and
a lot of folks, you know, it's great. You have
crabbers sitting right there next to us and they
have, you know, trout lines, the whole thing. But
anyway, what we try to do is be courteous whenever
we can and we just like to enjoy our sport.

Now, one of the issues is that they're
saying it's too many hours. | nean this is a

passion for us. W like to waterski and cutting
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1 the hours back -- | nean heaven forbid we use the

2 water. There is nobody there, | would say 90
3 percent of the tinme there isn't anybody in that

4 creek and, you know, a fewtines there are -- |

5 have been there on Saturday nornings a couple of

6 times there's usually a couple of fishernen and

7 crabbers, we talk to themand that's that, they

8 don't have any issue with it, they continue on wth
9 whatever they're doing. so the thing -- let ne see

10 the other issues were -- anyway, the point is that

11 we are not disrupting the creek, there's not an

12 environnental problemand the only -- whenever a

13 boat cones in and out we're stopped al nost all of
14 the tine. Most of the tine we're stopped, only

15 nine mnutes an hour are we up on plane so that

16 neans, what, is that 41 mnutes we're sitting

17 there. That's it. So anyway if you have any

18 questions | can probably answer them | have been
19 involved in this since the 1990 permt.

20 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you. Any questions

21 for M. WIson? Thank you, sir. Next.
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MR CELB: | apologize, I knowl'm |'m
fromthe South River. | appreciate what you said
before --

MS. CRAIG Nane.

MR CELB: Ira Celb. | appreciate what
you said about |ooking at the South R ver again. |
want to -- just so you know where we're com ng
from The South River, very different situation.
And everything he said nakes a whole | ot of sense.
The South River we're not near any other hone,
boat, there is no issue. That's a conpletely
segregated area, where there is no in and out flow
of traffic, only people are waterskiers,
wakeboarders and tubers. \What | ask you is when
you look at it that the hours, |ike keeping it
restricted fromnoon on Saturday and Sunday, those
are the hours when it should be open on the South
Ri ver to keep people in the safe area.

THE CHAI RMAN: W' re tal ki ng about
Maynadi er so pl ease --

MR CELB: | wanted to give you sone
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I nf ormati on.
THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you. We want to
keep this noving on Maynadi er.

MR. SCHAFFER. My nane is Roger

Schaffer. |I'ma resident of Severna Park, retired
naval architect and professional engineer. | have
skied on the Severn River since 1973. |If all of

this has a sense of deja vu, it's because it's
true. The first public hearing on this matter was
held in 1987. 24 years ago alnost to the day |
testified before this commttee to effectively ask
the commttee to relax the then in force

regul ations to be what they are now | think if
the comm ttee goes back, |ooks at their notes, they
will see that at that tinme the commttee agreed
that the initial restrictions that were put on the
course during the first year of operation on the
trial basis were unjustified. specifically the
restriction on the March 15th to June 15th period
was the study of a DNR supported report of

Dr. Dennison. Dr. Dennison's report clearly
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i ndi cated that the skiing had no effect on the
growt h of subnerged aquatic vegetation in the
creek. Despite the scientific evidence that was
not an issue and despite the comunity's
recomendation at the tine the secretary at DNR did
not approve any changes to the then in force
regul ations and | believe that was just under
political pressure. | have docunentation that
summari zes the entire episode of 24 years of -- |
won't say contentious -- activity here, but this
| ssue has been gone over so nany tines it's
ridiculous and we're back now where we were
basically 24 years ago.

| will provide the commttee wth that
I nf ormati on.

| would like to nake one special point.
The contention that the controlled ski area is a
drag strip it's patently an exaggeration. It bears
no resenbl ance of what actually goes on there and
the commttee is fortunate Any Craig is a nenber

and she can attest to the nature of our activity.
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It's conpletely conpatible with the activities that
have historically been perfornmed in the creek. The
only thing that's changed over the past 24 years is
t he wat ershed has becone devel oped, piers have been
put in that has increased the use of the waterway.
That has been dealt with, we have behaved
responsi bly, and the only issue here is basically a
not my backyard situation. The waterfront property
owners objecting seeing the creek as a needed
resource, it's not their lake. 1'Il leave it at
that. Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN.  Any questions for

M. Schaffer? Thank you, sir, no questions.

Next .

MR. YEARWOOD: My nane is Captain
Chri st opher Yearwood. | have a U. S. Coast Guard
| i cense, a Navy Masters, an ocean license, I'ma
| i censed bay and harbor pilot. | have a 19 foot
ski boat, | paddl eboard, ski in that creek, and

even raft up in that creek and as far as the access

I n the chokepoint where the narrow s comng in and
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1 the rest of the Maynadier Creek, | don't see it.

2 You have 345 feet in the chokepoint there. The C&D
3 Canal is 450 feet wwde, | bring 800 foot ships

4 through there and neet tugs and barges and ot her

5 ships and have pleasure craft cone by me, here

6 again, it's never been a problem There is no

7 evidence to support any of these charges. That's

8 all that | have to say. Thank you.

9 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you. Any

10 questions? Thank you, sir.

11 MR VILLES: M nane is Ben Villes
12 (phonetic), I'mone of the users, waterskiers. Al
13 | want to say is we have people out all the tinme

14 and anchor while I"'mthere, they don't |eave, they
15 cone in nost of the tinme and | have never seen

16 anybody | eave because we're there. That's all |
17 want to say. Thank you.

18 THE CHAI RVAN:  Any questions from

19 anybody on the commttee? No. Thank you.

20 MR. HAMPSON. M nane is John Hanpson,

21 realizing |I'mstanding between you and guys and
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lunch, | will say that | appreciate the commttee's
efforts and | have skied and Maynadi er for many
years and have rafted in there and enjoyed the
water in many, many ways. Appreciate it.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you, sir. Any
guestions?

MR. LAVHON: My nane is Ed Lawhon, |'m
anot her waterskier that uses Maynadi er regul arly.
In terns of the unauthorized users | would |ike to
say we are at a hundred percent in agreenent, we
woul d Ii ke to keep the unauthorized users out.

W' re the ones that have to replace the ski balls
that gets torn up by those running over them
Everything el se pretty nuch has been said and |
agree with it. Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Any questions? Thank
you, Sir.

MR. VERPLOEG |'m Tom Ver Pl oeg and
live in Baltinore, Maryland, and | have been skiing
and on the Severn for about 12 years and |'m pretty

much in agreenent with what was said. The idea
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that there's -- we cannot coexist with other boats,
| take issue with that. The big yellow blob there
shows the overall course, but as it's been stated
boats go and stop and they go fromend to end and
SO we can always see what is entering Maynadi er
Creek and what |ies ahead. Thanks.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Any questions? Thank
you, Sir.

MR. MALEY: |'mEd Maley, ny famly has

owned property on the Severn River since | was five

years old. | spent nost of ny adult -- npbst of ny
life on the weekends on the river. | don't live
there, | live in Harford County. | grew up in

Rockville. But wth the exception of the 12 years

| was in Navy the mpjority of ny sumrers | spent ny

weekends at the Severn River. By adding these

addi ti onal hours has allowed ne to share the Severn

Ri ver ski course with ny famly and it's been

greatly appreciated. | thank you for your effort.
THE CHAI RMVAN:  Any questions?

MR. MALEY: One nore thing, | have sone
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witten comments that | have e-mailed to M. G ant
and |'mgoing to provide sonme copi es.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you, sir.

MR G ST: [I'mRonnie Gst, Severna
Park, not on the water, but | keep nmy boat on a
lift on the Severn. |'mone of the Severn Ski C ub
menbers who has a boat that skis in Maynadier with
permt, and | would just like to add | agree with
everything on this side of the table, of course,
but I would just |ike to add that we often are the
folks that help to enforce in that if we are in
there skiing and other folks cone in in
nont our nanent boats, jet skis, et cetera, and then
they see us and they think they can go above six
knots we often, always if we're there, say to them
and say hey, you have to have a permt and have a
t our nanment ski boat to ski here. W do that and
otherwse | agree with everything el se.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Any questions? John
Pepe.

MR. PEPE. Yes, sir. Just to expound a
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little bit on what you said about unauthorized use
of the course, do you see as a big problemas far
as unaut hori zed boats comng in and using your
course when you're not there?

MR G ST: You know, it's a | ow
percentage, | would say. |'m-- | mean again, none
of us are there all that nuch. | don't renenber
for sure, but | think is literally maybe 10 boats
that are in our club that have the permt. But when
it happens we always do. | nean this sumer for
exanple, it hasn't happened one tine, but in the
past years -- | have been skiing there for 19 years
on the Severn -- and | would say it's been a
handful of tinmes. So not very often.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Any ot her questions?
Thank you, sir.

MR. CUNNI NGHAM  Good norni ng, Dave
Cunni ngham |'ve been a resident of Severna Park
for approximately 40 years and skiing on the Severn
River that entire tinme. One point | would like to

reiterate is that shared use of the creek occurs
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everyday and one -- our use does not preclude
ot hers. Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Any questions for
M. Cunni nghan? Thank you, sir. Next.

MR. HEFFNER. Royal Heffner, I'ma
wat erfront property owner for 20 years on Asquith
Creek off of the Severn and the thought woul d never
occur to me to restrict the use of Asquith Creek,
which | overl ook, let alone tell people that are
using it that they should use it at a certain tine
of day, that they should adjust their work
schedul es so they can be there when it suits ne. |
think it's outrageous that other waterfront
honmeowners presunme to have the right to do that.
Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Any questions for
M. Heffner? Thank you, sir. Next.

MR. PARKER My nane is M ke Parker,
have been skiing on the Severn River both at
Sunri se and Maynadi er probably since 1993. | have

never seen sonebody cone in to Maynadi er and not be
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1 able to pass the ski course, not once in ny life.

2 | raft up there al nost every weekend, there is
3 plenty of roomfor people to raft up and ski. Wen
4 | have been skiing there and | see people rafting

5 up, they love to watch us. W provide

6 entertainnment, and | see absolutely no reason to
7 change anything right nowas it is. | think we

8 should just |eave everything, the tinme right nowis
9 fine.

10 THE CHAI RMAN.  Any questions for

11 M. Parker? Thank you, sir. Next.

12 M5. RICHARDSON.: M nane is Robin

13 Richardson. [|'ma waterskier, a nmenber of the

14 Severn River and the Magothy River Ski C ub.

15 would like to thank M. Parlin, Ms. Craig, M.

16 Jones, M. Gant, the entire conmttee, we very
17 nmuch appreciate your work. | submtted witten
18 coments. |If you have any questions on them |
19 wll be happy to answer them otherwi se, there is
20 just a few highlights | would like to nmake.

21 Nunber one, there is roomon the river
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for all of us. This notion that somehow the hours
of access is translated into hours of actual
operation is sinply incorrect. As | note in ny
comments, it's just a matter of access. | would

i ke to thank the commttee for this increased
access because it allows ny high schooler to ski
after school, WIIl, who is a straight A student,

al nost ready to be an Eagle Scout, we keep track of
t hose things at ny house. He's busy, he has an
internship at |ocal hospital and he is in the
surgical unit there, he's runs track for his high
school, so skiing on the weekend is in fact his
only opportunity and | thank you very nuch for
allow ng himthat access. The ski club a has not
grown any in the |ast couple of years. | believe
we have the sanme nunber of boats, | believe we have
about the sane nunber of skiers. CQccasionally we
have a guest skier who will ski with us and is
usually fromthe Naval Acadeny or soneone who has a
skier in town, a friend, and if any of you want to

ski that would be lovely too. But the nunber of
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skiers hasn't change so the actual use at Mynadi er
hasn't changed so this whol e notion that sonehow
this increased access translates into sonehow

I ncreased usage is fundanentally incorrect. It

al so doesn't conport with the whole notion of what
the waterskiing is and what a toll it takes on your
body. Trust nme, we would |ove to ski and ski and
ski but unfortunately six passes is darn pretty
good, two sets is about the nost of us ever do so.

| suggest to you that the information that was
reflected in one of the comments that | saw,

M. Lance Brasher (phonetic), that's incorrect, the
notion that increased use sonehow is related with
the hours of accessibility. Inportantly this
comment that the ski course becones a drag racing,
a drag race, that is alittle bit inexplicable and
hard to understand. There is no drag racing, there
Is no racing wth waterskiing. | ski at 26, |'mup
to 27 now, |'mdelighted with that. | don't
anticipate going faster. M kid skis 36 and he's

delighted, that's as fast as they get. The rest of
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the folks | ski with are all expert and they ski
faster and shorter lines and nost don't go over 36,
nost ski at 30. So this suggestion of either
reckl ess behavi or or unsafe behavior is sinply
incorrect. There are no facts, there are no
I nci dents that woul d support any such allegation.
Finally, with respect to what | really
seei ng happening is a long-termgoal to shut down
t he Maynadi er Creek course. W very nuch ask that
you do not let this happen. The course has been in
exi stence for 26 years, nost of these | andowners,
with the exception of these fol ks over here,
reflected that in their testinony that they had
nmoved in after the course had been establi shed.
It's an inportant course, it's a valuable resource.
It's one of only three controlled ski areas in the
state of Maryland. Maryland is a tough area, tough
state to ski inif you like to waterski. It's a
fabul ous sport, but it's a technical sport. It
requires three, a skilled driver, of which we have

many, it requires an observer, and it requires a
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waterskier. It's not a sport for folks who do it
recklessly or who do it idly. Folks can be very
involved in this sport and we're also very invol ved
wth the folks that cone to watch us. | think I
have been out there, nost of the tinme | have been
out there sone people cone up and ask us about the
sport, ask if they can sit and watch. As you heard
one of ny friends nmention that sonetines they |ike
to judge us and we're okay with that. W really
appreciate it. W appreciate the fellowship on the
water. | have never seen and instance where a ski
boat driver did not allowed and afford another
boater or user right-of-way and we do this for
several reasons. One is it's polite and two is it
conports wth the boating regul ations as we
understand them and, three, whoever it is may |eave
a wake and that's not safe. So for all sorts of
good reasons but primarily safety the user always
get the right-of-way.

| don't have any questions other than

W th respect to unauthorized use. | have been out
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there once or twi ce and soneone has done it. W
have taken advantage of both of those instances and
Dave was with us one tine and did a fabul ous job of
educating the kids that were inproperly using the
course. They didn't realize, they were kids, so we

took it as an opportunity for education and we've

never had another problemw th those kids. |If the
comm ttee has any questions, |'m happy to answer
t hem

THE CHAI RVAN:  Ms. Al lison.

M5. ALLISON. You just led that into a
qguestion | have been thinking about asking for the
| ast three or four or five people. Any suggestions
on how t he nei ghboring comunity who faces the
wat er may be able to help you with unauthorized
vessel s using the water? And the second question
| S any suggestions about how to better educate the
popul ous about what they can and can't do?

M5. RICHARDSON: |'m always all about
education so | think anything we can do. [If we

have a waterski day, we all cone out and bring
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cof fee and donuts and share our sport, it m ght
bring sone folks into the sport. Inportantly we

| ncrease know edge. What | have been hearing from
the fol ks that are opposed today and the comments |
have read are fol ks that do not understand the
sport and it's a lack of education, waterskiing is
adifficult sport. It takes a substanti al

I nvestnent of tinme and noney. You got to have a
boat, you got to have a boat driver, so | think
anytinme we get together with boats and teach them
about the sport provides sone information about the
sport we help foster a greater understanding of it.
Sonme of these things are going to have to be on a
case-by-case basis, but in ternms of your question
can we get together with the conmmunity | would be
delighted to. | would be delighted to have a
nmorning coffee with them | would be delighted to
bring the coffee. | think a lot of this is just a
guestion of m sunderstanding. There is roomin the
river for everyone and roomfor everyone to

peaceful |y coexist. The anmount of tinme on the
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water is so slight conpared to the total daylight
hours that it would be al nost anusi ng except for
the fact it threatens what we |ove to do and what
we live for. So in terns of can we inprove the
signage, | think signage can always be inproved. |
woul d be happy to talk to the comunity about that.
| have a couple of ideas. | believe that Ed Ml ey
of our group had an idea about signage. Anytine we
can pronote visibility, safety, and a greater
under stand of waterway and everyone's
responsibility I think would be hel pful.

THE CHAI RMAN.  Thank you. Anynore
gquestions? Thank you, Ms. Richardson.

M5. RI CHARDSON:. Thank you, very much.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Next .

MR. WALKER: Good afternoon, nmy nane is
Ken Wal ker, |I'mthe president of Severn and Magot hy
River Ski Club. Just a couple of things, a |ot of
our nmenbers have been here today said it all. |
want to point out I'mnot sure how many boats are

actually regi stered and have a sticker. | thought
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it was nore than 10, but in any case, we have about
50 nenbers in our e-mail |ist and they cone out
pretty regularly. Just having the boat is
| nportant, but we have, as a boat owner we have to
have ot her people to watch and to ski wth and so
it's actually a bigger coormunity than that and the
guestion about what we can do to help. One of the
| ssues that we've had in Maynadi er cones done to
enforcenment where DNR gets a call because we're in
there using the course properly and lawfully and
the of ficer cones down and he pulls up next to us
and we have a chat for a while and he says okay,
you guys are doing a good job and he | eaves so
essentially the residents are calling for no reason
and at that point after so many calls the DNRis
not going to respond as qui ckly because they don't
know whether it's actually a call or not.

One of the other ways is we coul d use
sonme better education. | have a son who's 15 years
ol d and took the boater safety course and there is

never any discussion in the boater safety course
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about restrictions within the, you know, sk

courses or elsewhere and there is tal ks about speed
limts and stuff like that, but certainly they
coul d put sonething in that course that would, give
sone clue that hey, when you see these buoys that
say six mle an hour speed |imt except if you have
a controlled ski area sticker for your boat and

t hen how you go about getting one of those would
probably be a good addition to that course. That's
all that | have.

THE CHAIRVAN. M. Hel |l ner.

MR. HELLNER: Since you're the president
of the ski club you're probably the perfect person
for me to ask this question. Earlier we heard
testi nony about turn buoys that your ski club had
agreed to renove when the course is not in use.

The testinony was the buoys are al ways there or
they don't get taken up, is that true or not true?
What's the deal with the turn buoys?

(Di scussion held off the record.)

MR. HELLNER: Whonever can answer the
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qguestion.

PARTI Cl PANT: That has to do wth the
Corps of Engineers, that's in the Corps of
Engi neers' permt and the original one back in 1990
whi ch was a stipulation to renpove the six turn
buoys which was a hazard of navigation and then the
current one we do not renove themso we don't have
a hazard; in other words, when we take them off
there i s nothing marking those anchors and a boat
can run over them The sub buoys are there two to
three feet down.

MR HELLNER: | think |I understand, the
buoys are present and in conpliance with the Arny
Cor ps.

PARTI Cl PANT: That's correct, it's
call ed a pernmanent course now.

MR. HELLNER: Nothing to do with the
hours.

PARTI CI PANT:  No.

MR. WALKER We did have a buoy that we

made up as part of the suggestion discussion, issue
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that we had earlier, and we put it in front of the
forth when we weren't using it, we still have it,
because we didn't include that in the permt that
we - -
(Di scussion held off the record.)

THE CHAI RVAN.  Ckay.

M5. CRAIG Can you tell us the average
age of your club nenbers?

MR. WALKER:  Probably average age is
probably early 50s, | would guess.

M5. CRAIG Do you have children that

are nenbers as wel | ?

MR. WAKER: Sure, yeah. | nmean a |ot of
us take our kids out to ski. W have famlies that
are -- it's a famly club. | would say the people

that are using the course primarily are people that
have been skiing for sone tine and they are in the
40s and 50s, a few us in our 60s.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Anynore questions for
M. Wal ker? Thank you, sir. Anynore speaking

agai nst the petition? Gkay. None seen. W do not
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have a NRP officer to speak on behalf of this.
Okay. Thank you.

Alrighty. One |last one, Mttawonman
Creek. We're going do that real quick and then we
break.

Fol ks, | would like to thank everybody
that cane here and spoke today. It was a | ot of
I nformation and we truly appreci ate everybody's
I nput .

(Discussion held off the record.)

THE CHAIRVAN. M. Gant, are you ready?

MR, GRANT: Mattawoman Creek. Bottom
line is that has 11 in support, zero opposed, and
the one of the supporting groups is the Navy -- |et
me turn this on.

THE CHAIRVAN: | was going to say, SO we
can see it.

MR. GRANT: Ckay. Potonmac River, Indian
Head area. The original six knot line is here.
Petitioner present, Bob Lunsford, asked it to be

noved over to here. W have heard from Nava
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Support Activities South Potonmac they have no
problemwith it. Evidently there is a very large
US Air Force ski club in this area and they're
thrilled to have it noved up to this point, it
gives themnore roomto nmake it around Thoroughfare
| sl and down here. Let nme back up. Maybe there is
a better picture, they ski up in this area here, so
it's, that's the way that it is.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you. Any questions
for M. Gant? GCkay. Anybody here to speak in
favor of the changes at Mattawonan Creek?

M. Lunsford, would you |ike to speak as the
requester?

MR. LUNSFORD: As petitioner | can only
say for years where the line is being requested to
be noved, for years it was thought to be the speed
limt just because the buoys were m splaced over
several years and it's w de open, navigable
t horoughfare, it's w de open through there and it
doesn't seemto be any reason for the speed limt

In that section.
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1 THE CHAI RMAN. (Ckay, any questions for
2 M. Lunsford? Thank you, sir. Anybody here to
3 speak against the petition? Hearing none and no
4 one fromNRP to speak on this also. Ckay, |

5 suggest that we break for lunch. 30 m nutes,

6 please.
7 (Luncheon recess.)
8 THE CHAIRVAN: Al right, we're

9 reconvening our neeting. Back on the record.

10 Executive session, deliberation here for
11 different areas, Parkside Marina, Frog Murtar Creek
12 and the request specifically is, Mke.

13 MR GRANT: On, to extend six knot in

14 front of the marina at all times during the boating
15 season. Currently it's just weekends.

16 Specifically asked for April 1st through Cctober

17 31st, just 15 days earlier than your boating season
18 and 15 days later.

19 THE CHAI RVAN:  Ckay.

20 MR. GRANT: It would be probably

21 requested to keep it within the boating season.
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THE CHAIRVAN.  |If that's wthin the
boati ng season, that's the request. Any notion on
the Frog Mortar, Parkside? M ke, could you bring
t hat back up on the screen, please?

MR. KLING For purposes of discussion |
woul d offer a notion that we reconmend no change in
regul ati on.

MR. HELLNER: Second.

THE CHAI RMAN:  So notion was no change
to the current regulations by Steve Kling and

seconded by Joe Hellner. kay. Discussion.

MR KLING Well, I would say that we
| ooked at this previously. | don't think it was
2003, | think it was nore |ike seven years ago, but

| don't see any material change. W heard a | ot of
enotional ly | aden words but substantively | don't

t hink we see a change. W' ve been up there and

| ooked at it during the week and it's very little
traffic. | think we are -- | think we acknow edge
and realize there is a situation that the marina

may have extended perhaps inappropriately into the
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channel and we try not to solve those probl ens.

M5. TROVATO So primarily what we heard
was there was a concern about congestion and yet
when we see the report from Corporal Schulte he
says that he has not observed any violations. He
doesn't endorse the speed zone in this area, at
this tinme. And he is evidently stationed right
there, sees a |ot of what is happening there in
that creek at that time and | think he's, | totally
woul d I'i ke to support his recommendati on. And
secondly, there has been no docunented incidents of
wake damage or other problens. There was sone
concern about the outfall pipe from Lockheed
Martin, which is in about three feet of water and
very close to the shoreline, | don't think that's
an issue and I also don't think that the
groundwat er treatnent systemin place by Lockheed
Martin has anything at all to do with boating. So
what ever those actions are they're independent of
boat i ng.

Al so, living on the Severn River | can
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say clearly that the stand-up paddl eboarders and
t he kayakers on that very busy river manage to win
their way safely wwth all of the other uses of the
water at that tine. So | really do support Steve's
proposal .

THE CHAI RMAN:  Any ot her di scussion?
Kat hy.

M5. SMTH  Well, at the risk of being
devil's advocate | would just like to say that, you
know, there did seemto be a | ot of people
representing, some owners at the marina who were
voicing their safety and other concerns. Now,
personal |y having been there also during the week
for the visit there really wasn't nmuch activity to
support it and it seened to nme, on the other hand,
this is such a dense area of Baltinore County that
you can well imagine high traffic volunes after
work or during what we woul d consi der boating
hours. And | don't know, | just feel like |I would,
you know -- |'Ill just take the position of those

who di d nmake those safety concerns. They feel
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t hreatened in sone way.

THE CHAl RMVAN: M. Pepe.

MR. PEPE. Yes. As to what Kathy said,
we did hear froma nunber of people at the marina,
t hey tal ked about rough boat wakes and things being
knocked of f the boats and danmage, but there is no
reports of it. There is nothing presented to us,
there is no incidents fromNRP. W hear this a | ot
when this type of situation cones up and, you know,
| would like to see sone evidentiary information.
| would like to see pictures, | would like to see
sone reports. (Qoviously, we don't want to see
anybody get injured and not have nade -- but to
make regul ati on changes based on what people are
telling us and not having any evidence to back it
up I think we woul d be heading dowmn the wong path
at this point.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Any ot her di scussion?

M. Lunsford.
MR. LUNSFORD: |'Il make one quick

comment and that's if the commttee were to
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recommend in favor of the proposed regul ation
people on the in slips on, especially on the south
end are probably going to experience nuch worse
wakes of boats com ng on and off plane than they
are getting now at boats going by at speed. W've
had that condition before where we put the speed
limt too close to the facility that was requesting
themand it actually nmade the situation worse. So
we're not tal king about 15 hundred feet, that's a
bare m ni mum but we need a buffer on either side
of that would be nmy guess in order to acconplish
what is actually being asked for and | think that
cl oses down a disproportionately |arge section of
t he creek.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you. Robin.

MS. ALLISON: Last time we visited this
we had representatives fromthe fishing, comerci al
fishing industry here that testified that it woul d
encunber them if | renmenber correctly, if there
was a speed limt put -- and | think it was al

year at that tine -- but that it would inpede them
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fromtheir jobs as they saw them | would al so
agree with both, Bob, about creating worse wakes on
either end of this. Thank you.

THE CHAIRVAN:  All right. Thank you.
Anybody el se? M. Hell ner.

MR. HELLNER: W thout repeating what
ot her nmenbers of the commttee said | would, |
woul d agree with what's been said so far. |'m not
conpelled to see why the additional restriction
based on the evidence and the facts, while
respectful of the testinony.

Also | wanted to add by direct
observation, | was out with Mke inspecting a few
nonths ago this area. | couldn't see a problem
there. As we've said many tines our function is
not to enforce and | don't see that the, what is
under the purview of this conmttee will be a
solution to the issues they raise or the best
possi bl e sol ution.

| operate both |arge boats and snal

boats and ny small boat | was out with M ke, he was
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running the DNR boat, | was running the little one,
and | zipped along just to see where the wake went
and what kind of inpact | would have and ny little
boat didn't do a thing. Mybe if | ran a few feet
up on the boats on that long pier |I would possibly
di srupt them Now, if |I pulled up on the big

boat -- | didn't directly test that -- but | think
that as a recreational boater there is a bal ance
beyond, you know, we all have to share the water,
paddl eboaters, et cetera. W don't just run along
next to another boater and disrupt them | would
throttle back if this didn't ook right and | saw
paddl eboaters, | wouldn't say | have a right to go
fast so those paddl eboaters be dammed. No, part of
your obligation as boaters -- | know I'm preachi ng
to the choir -- | just want to nake a point for the
record, just because there is not a speed limt
does not nean that boaters get to do what they
want. W all have an obligation to avoid harm ng
ot her boaters and ourselves in an indiscrimnate

situations. The rules of the road the highest
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obligation of the road is to avoid danmagi ng ot hers
and boats and property, et cetera. | would like to
believe as a long-termrecreational boater nost of
us are that way. W' re very serious about not
doi ng or causing the things that the testifiers
reported woul d happen.

| think I'lIl go back to the point
earlier made if there was nore evidence to say that
sonmehow the rule of restricting speed during the
week woul d sonehow -- first of all, | need to know
what it is we're correcting, and |I think that was
asked during the testinony, what do you think we
can do correct the issue you're saying, | need sone
evi dence and sone correl ation between the two and |
didn't hear any. Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN.  Thank you, Joe. o

ahead, Robi n.

M5. ALLISON: | brought it up before but
there is one whole area -- and | don't know if M ke
can find it again or not -- about the know no

paddl e zone, which |ooks Iike a very private and
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secluded, flat area. When you're talking about
paddl eboards and kayaks having an area in which to
paddl e, |'m wondering why the people that |ease
t hose things would have closed it off because DNR
didn't, so I'mjust curious why that's cl osed off.

THE CHAIRVAN:  That was -- if you | ook
at that map that canme fromthe presenters and it's
on their own personal self-inposition. It would be
| i ke anybody that runs a rental conpany that says
you can run our little 21 foot boat around the bay
but you can't run it out into the ocean. So it was
their own self-inposed rule that hey, we don't want
you to go to the left.

M5. ALLISON: But if we're addressing a
congestion issue and they have personally cl osed
off one area | basically am saying why aren't they
allowng people in that area if they're concerned
about congestion?

THE CHAIRVAN: Al right. Any other
comments, discussion? Ready for a vote? Al

right. The notion is to nake no change to the
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current regulations. Al in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.
(Vote taken.)

THE CHAI RMVAN:  (Qpposed? Hearing none,
i t's unani nous.

M. Gant, Broad Creek was the next area
of review. Ckay, m crophone.

MR. GRANT: Yep. Oh, I'msorry,
m cr ophone, yep.

Broad Creek, South River, relocate the
upper Broad Creek six knot zone approximately 15
hundred feet to the south. Fromhere to here.

THE CHAIRVAN:  (Okay. |s there a notion
on Broad Creek?

M5. CRAIG | nmake a notion that there
I's no change to the speed zone on Broad Creek.

MR MARSH. | second that.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Motion was seconded by
Col es Marsh. Discussion on the notion?
M. Lunsford.

MR. LUNSFORD: Mke, isn't there, real
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qui ck, a six knots zone at all tinme at the very end
of Broad Creek?

MR CGRANT: Yeah, that's this right
here -- no, it's six knots Saturdays --

MR. LUNSFORD: Saturdays, Sundays and
holidays -- I'll repeat it -- and 35 knots weekdays
during the day. GCkay, thank you, | was -- |
t hought there was a six knot all tine, all year at
the very head of creek but I'm m staken. So thank
you.

M5. SMTH | would like to say that |
was watching this creek this sunmer just because
it's in ny neighborhood and tried to go out there
at different tinmes of the week at different tines
of the day and I would venture a guess that | was
out there at least a half a dozen times, so that's
| i ke not a huge nunber, but probably nore Iike 10
times, and | have to say during those 10 tines
everybody that was using the creek was using it as
i ntended. Like |I saw a couple of people tubing in

the mouth, it just lends itself to that, and |
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woul d say that it seenmed |ike a nonissue in terns
of coexisting uses.

THE CHAI RMVAN:  Thank you, Kath. O her
di scussi on? Ranpna.

M5. TROVATO M ke, could you go back
one page to that list? So the petitioners were
qui te concerned about erosion fromwake waves and
we have reports fromthe state as well as the study
that we read sone nunber of neetings ago that
I ndi cate that the boat wakes are typically not the
problem that it is typically erosion fromw nd.
The -- which neans the shoreline is, continues to
be protected except fromnother nature. | think
t he paddl eboarders and kayakers know what safe
activities are and know how to conduct safe
activities in the presence of other boats. | think
there is becomng |less and | ess cal mwater and safe
encl osed waterways for waterskiers to ski on.
think they're also a use that should be protected
and | think that it would be in the best interest

of the citizens of the state to have this small
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little area of this creek to waterski in where
think the other activities you'd continue as well.
M5. CRAIG | would |ike to comment t hat
both ny children learned to ski in this creek
because it is a small, protected area and we do
have to go over six knots in order to get those
little bodies up on plane and if we did not have
the creek as an encl osed, sonmewhat, controlled area
for themto |l earn how to ski they would be out on
the main body of the river and | would not feel
confortabl e even being a so called expert
wat er skier putting ny little children out in that
bi g body of water wth boats speedi ng by, just
rough water. This is one of the few areas where
you can teach children to ski, children or adults,
and actually | have taught a physically disabled
person how to ski in that area as well and you
can't do that everywhere so it's very inportant
t hat we have those areas and we all coexist. There
Is plenty of six knot area at the head of that

creek where paddl eboarders can go if they want a
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conpl etely cal m ar ea.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you, Any.

THE CHAI RVAN. M. Hel | ner.

MR. HELLNER: Yeah. For the sane
argunent that | made with the other issue that we
just saw | think the -- | won't repeat that -- but
| would say again what | was hearing throughout the
testinmony was the issues nore have to do with
basically getting along and | think we can al
agree here as boaters and boating professionals
that are here as well that everything we do out
there is nore or less a coalition of will. You can
pass |aws and regulations to try to keep idiots and
people, crimnals, if you will, but people that do
the wong thing, and the burden | think is on this
conm ttee not to punish the 99 that do the right
t hi ng because of the idiots so therefore | see that
this is an area that we heard a | ot of testinony
that indicates it's a wonderful, protected place
for many types of boat users and by God, I'm

commtted to taking care of the paddl eboarders, et

410-268-6006
1-866-337-6778



MARYLAND BOAT ACT ADVISORY COMMITEE
Transcript of Meeting of the Maryland Boat Act Advisory Committee taken October 11, 2016 Page 195

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

cetera, and | think they are actually conmtted to
under st andi ng, educating thensel ves about their
responsi bility as vessel operators. It may be a
paddl eboard, but it's still a vessel, and we can
all get along together and restricting the creek is
not the right answer. Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you, Joe. Any
ot her di scussi on?

M5. ALLISON. One last comment. It
sounded -- | agree conpletely with you, Joe, and
part of the other problem | think we're continuing
to hear is wakeboard boats and wakeboards and |
know t hey don't necessarily build as big a wake in
that small area and shallow area as they would Iike
to but that doesn't nean they don't go in there and
at sone point intinme | think we need to address
wakeboar ds agai n.

MR. KLING Robin, to that point, we --
you m ght have been out of town for a couple of
weeks -- we did a very extensive | ook at the

whol e -- | nean one guy was tal king about
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wakesurfing and wakeboar di ng being different
ventures. W were |ooking at proposed trying to
define a creek wi dth bel ow which you coul dn't
wakeboard and then we got the data fromthe
prof essor fromthe Naval Acadeny on wave
attenuation. Mybe we can still dig that up. It
was pretty clear, it was really a nonissue.

M5. ALLISON. It's a noot point?

MR. KLING Yeah. M ke, nmaybe you can
bring that data up?

MR, GRANT: Yes.

MR. KLING Next nonth.

THE CHAl RVAN:  Ranpna.

M5. TROVATO | just want to support
t hat recommendati on because it cones up at every
public hearing that the boat wakes are causing the
erosion, | think it would behoove the commttee to
revisit the reports fromthe experts that we've had
bef or e.

MR. GRANT: The Maynard st udy.

M5. TROVATO That study, and the study
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on the wave attenuation and those two, | think, but
especially the one on wave attenuation because they
went out of their way to explain to us -- it was an
amazi ng short distance when the waves actually

di ssipated to being gentle. Renenber that study?

MR. GRANT: Are you tal king about the
graph, the interactive graph that you plug in the
Boston Wal er or 36 Sea Ray or whatever and it wll
tell you at what speed and what di stance the wake
wi || dissipate?

M5. TROVATO | would |ike my nenory
refreshed at the next neeting, please.

MR CGRANT: Wouldn't we all.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Anynore di scussion on the
notion to nmake no change to Broad Creek regul ati on?
Okay. Al in favor of nmaking no change signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Vote taken.)

THE CHAI RVAN:  All opposed? Hearing

none, notion passes unani nously.

MR. KLING Just one comrent anot her
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study if we're going to revisit this stuff. Bob,
Len Casanova, maybe five, six years, before he
retired he pulled together all of the then current
data and brought us, gave us a briefing of research
materials, | probably have that sonewhere. On the
| npact of boat wakes and it was a broader view.

MR. GRANT: Cot it.

MR KLING Isn't that who it was?

MR. LUNSFORD: |'mpretty sure it was,
yeah. At the tinme Len Casanova was in charge of
t he departnent's shoreline erosion control and
M ke, the place to look is C3, or D3, the library.

MR. GRANT: | can get it through Tom
Brower who went out in the boat on Broad Creek, so
|"msure we can get it for you.

THE CHAI RVAN.  Ckay.

M5. TROVATO So you've al ready
mentioned that we're going to take a | ook at the
upper South River ski area, | just want to nmake
sure that that stays on the agenda for the next

tine.
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THE CHAI RVAN:  Yes. And we have
sonet hi ng back to us by next neeting.

MR GRANT: On what?

THE CHAI RMAN:  On | ooki ng at the upper
South River.

MR. CGRANT: Yes.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Ann has indicated yes.

M5. TROVATO We're seeing thunbs up

MR. HELLNER: On the subject of
under st andi ng the sci ence behind boats versus
erosion, | know we're -- we now know have the
m nutes to revi ew again, when we tal ked about that
It occurred to ne that maybe if it's possible this
could, these things could be posted on the DNR
website sonmehow so that the general public as with
oursel ves can educate thensel ves about where the
sci ence stands, what the studies |ook |ike, because
we hear a | ot of testinony by people that are
absol utely convinced that boats are a probl em and

understanding the facts and the science | think
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m ght hel p everybody cone to better resol utions on
I ssues |ike this.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you. Okay. Let's
nove forward to Maynadi er Creek. Maynadi er ski
ar ea.

MR. GRANT: To be precise there was no
petition per se to turn back tine to the original
time franme, that was an agreenent on our part to
hol d anot her public neeting to discuss the
di ssatisfaction that some people had in the
community with changes that we inplenented | ast
year.

THE CHAIRVAN:  Correct. So whoever
makes a notion nake sure it's very specific as to
what exactly you want to either change or put in
pl ace or leave it as is.

MR KLING | don't have a notion to
make. Bob and | were having this discussion about
this. | nmean ny personal view was | think we got
to this situation because we didn't put up a buoy

and give public notice.

410-268-6006
1-866-337-6778



MARYLAND BOAT ACT ADVISORY COMMITEE
Transcript of Meeting of the Maryland Boat Act Advisory Committee taken October 11, 2016 Page 201

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

MR. GRANT: That's one issue.

MR KLING And on the other hand we've
had very conprehensive presentation from both sides
and it would seem a shane to bring people back to
do that all over again.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Buoy was put out -- [|'m
sorry -- that's why we're back here and that's why
t he buoy was put for this specific, to address the
requirenents for this neeting. That's why we're
back here and that's why everybody has their chance
and notification.

MR. LUNSFORD: The original change when
we went -- but there was no buoy in place when we
changed it and made the uniform-- when we expanded
t he hours, there was no notice to the public.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Correct, that's kind of
why did -- yeah, we're back here now and we're kind
of at the right place and tinme to go ahead and nove
forward with this.

MR KLING Al right. Then | would

offer a notion that we recommend that we mai ntain
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t he extendi ng hours of operation.

M5. CRAIG  Second.

(Di scussion held off the record.)

THE CHAIRVAN:  Ckay. So I'll rephrase
it. M. Kling said was to nmaintain the current
expanded hours and take no action to restrict those
back to what they were before and they were
seconded by Any. Make sure that everybody is on
t he sane page here. (Ckay. Discussion?

MR JONES: | would like to just
recogni ze the fact that it's 25 years later and a
| ot of things have changed in those 25 years and
even though the nunber of skiers hasn't changed
there is a reason to be looking at this and | think
t he outcone of our discussions so far is very
appropri ate.

(Di scussion held off the record.)

THE CHAI RMAN:  Sorry. Conti nued
di scussi on, M. Pepe.

MR. PEPE: Yeah, Chris. Mke, could you

pul | up that table of percentages?
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1 MS. ALLI SON:  The hours.

2 MR. GRANT: No. Yes.

3 MR. PEPE: Hours. | nean when you | ook
4 at this -- now, this is sonething that was new to
5 nme today -- we knew there was a change that was

6 inplenented. This does seemto ne in nmy estinmation
7 alittle bit out of kilter. As far as percentage
8 of how things were changed, | would like to see

9 nmaybe a mddle ground, maybe a little bit nore

10 usage on every day and limting the hours in the
11 afternoon. | just open that up for discussion

12 because just that nunber kind of caught ne by

13 surprise when | saw it.

14 MR JONES: This is Thornell. And |
15 think the nunbers are m sl eadi ng when you talk

16 about the percentages because the actual tine is
17 nowhere near the anpbunt of tine and it would be
18 very hard for the actual tine to be the all owed
19 tinme because you can't stay on plane forever and
20 it's the on plane time that really counts here.

21 MR. PEPE. | was actually addressing it
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1-866-337-6778



MARYLAND BOAT ACT ADVISORY COMMITEE
Transcript of Meeting of the Maryland Boat Act Advisory Committee taken October 11, 2016 Page 204

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

to the actual hours of usage, not the tinmes that
boats are on the water, but the allowable tine.
When you go from 34 to 84 percent, those nunbers
are very skewed. | think there could be a little
bit of a mddle ground, usage of the course for
skiers all week long and not limting them you
know, not allowi ng themthere Saturday and Sunday,
giving thema nore uniformtine every day of the
week to use the course.

M5. CRAIG | believe this is giving
themthe option of use it during the full daytine,
in the norning and in the evening. Cbviously the
majority of these skiers being in their 40s, they
probably go to work from9 at that 5 so there is a
| arge percentage of the day that's not, the course
s not being used. This is for ny personal
experience, we would be at the river at 5:30 in the
norning and at the course by 6 to ski and be gone
by 7:30 and that's when there were a | ot of people
skiing. The nunber of skiers has, at |east on the

South River, has dw ndled, so there isn't that big
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group out there anynore. And, you know, having the
hours in the afternoon, especially for
Ms. Richardson and her son and ny children, at
this point, I'mnot going to get themup there at
5:30 in the norning. | have a teenager now and
she's a no go on that sort of thing so that
would -- in the original hours that would limt us
to four days a week and a certain period of tine
and that's if we can nmake it and if the conditions
are good and a whole lot of ifs that don't
necessarily need to be restricted because we're not
going to be there for eight hours.

| nmean, | personally find it very hard
to get the ski tinme in between weather and ot her
commtnents. Having it further restricted for
sonet hing that doesn't seemto be an obvious
problem-- | nean nost of the conplaints were that
the people in there were not supposed to be in
there using the course anyway -- so | think we're
puni shing the wong peopl e.

MR KLING | would just say -- |'ve
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1 been on this commttee a while -- this was sone of
2 the nost conpelling, distinguishing of pros and

3 cons, sone of the nost conpelling and conprehensive
4 testinony that | have heard. | think fromthe

5 people wanting to roll back the hours we heard just
6 the general, vague, erosion, other use. | nean the
7 kind of things we often hear. And the skiers were,
8 | thought, as organized and as fact-driven as

9 anybody | can renenber hearing. And the fact that
10 we're tal king about at nost 14 boats, | was rafted
11 up in that creek in June, six boats, skiers cane

12 in, absolutely no problem there was peopl e using
13 the creek, it was absolutely not an issue. | don't
14 have a dog in this fight. | don't waterski, |

15 don't have a dog in this fight, but | think the

16 evidence was great.

17 THE CHAI RVAN:  Hard to waterski behind a
18 sailboat, isn't it? As the chairman | try to |et
19 vyou let, you know, folks drive the conversati on,
20 but "Il say fromgrowing up right next to this

21 creek | have never seen the conflicts that have
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been portrayed, | have haven't seen the center of
that creek used as a drag strip, you know, so
people tell you, tug on your heart strings a |ot,
I nplications what is going on in there, but the
skiers have sone very good points and |like | said
with Ms. Richardson and her son being able to
waterski. M son is a waterskier and yeah, if you
can get out in the afternoon after school that's
wonderful time to get out there and spend famly
time together so I'mall for it.

MR HELLNER | would add to the
comments al ready nade that is -- and correct ne,
M ke, or anybody if | have got this wong -- that's
a six knot area all of the tinme, 24/7, seven days a
week, so any boats going fast in there,
regardless -- | shouldn't say it this way, because
you | think |I'madvocating -- if the ski course
wasn't there anybody racing around there w thout
the correct permts to properly operate on that ski
course is in violation of the law so | would argue

that the presence of the ski course and the
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expanded hours in theory should not change or

| npact the fair use of the waterway by all
concerned. The issues we've heard a lot in the
testinony had to do with violating the | aw and
that's not -- the fact the ski course is open |
don't think at |least on the evidence that we've had
before us so far creates a magnet of let's go ness
around in the creek and neke, raise a ruckus and
race our boats that can't go there regardl ess of
whet her the ski course is there or not, so | fai

to see the correlation between the ski course and

t he bad behavior. The only folks that can go fast
in there and we've heard the testinony, as you

poi nted out, M. Chairman, very experienced, very
commtted, very skilled people, three needed every
time a boat goes up that course for a really snal
amount of tine and there is only so many as the
testinony has pointed out. | think sonebody | ooked
up the permts, | think Ranona you | ooked up the
permts in the state.

M5. TROVATO  25.
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MR. HELLNER. 25 permits in the whole
state for boats that can legally operate in that
creek and that's in the whole state so | just want
to make these points out. M. Chairman, | don't
see any issue that we can correct by changing the
hour s.

M5. CRAIG | just have an interesting
fact. The ski course takes up one one hundredth of
one percent of water within Maryl and.

THE CHAIRVAN:  And actually, | want to
dovetail to that. W tal ked about equal and trying
to share the use of the water, state waters,
anmongst all user groups. One of the folks had a
very good comment and that is there are only three
regul ated ski courses in the state of Maryland so
for our professional waterskiers or those striving
to be professionals or highly skilled waterskiers,
not your weekend fol ks going out and finding a
snoot h body of water | think we're, we're
acconplishing that goal by giving thema place to

ski and giving themthe hours to ski.
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Ranona.

M5. TROVATO | understand that the,
there are evidently serious concerns with
enf orcenent and perhaps education in Maynadi er
Creek and so perhaps what needs to happen is a
better enforcenent program next year to see if they
can control whoever the bad actors are out there so
the creek is used as regul ated and maybe they can,
we can have a buoy that's nore clear about who can
use the ski course and how you can use it which
woul d help mtigate the concerns of the honeowners
in that area because clearly they have concerns
that need to be addressed. Being a waterskier
nyself and al so a Severn River waterfront honeowner
| have not experienced waterskiers being other than
courteous and enornously professional. | lived
behi nd the Sunrise Beach ski course, | see
wat erskiers all of the tinme, all year long, and |
have only found themto be very courteous and to
make way for anybody who needs to go through when

they need to go through. So ny experience is very
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different, | don't see the enforcenent and
education issues, but clearly they do, and clearly
| think it would be good to nmake sone
recomnmendati on regardi ng enhanced enforcenent in
that area and better education at that ski course.
MS. ALLISON: Yeah, ne too. The first
| npression is and maybe that's the honeowner's
I npression is that you nore than doubled the tine
avai l able for use on the course, but if there is
only 14 or even if there is 20 boats using it how
much are they going to use it, so | don't have a
problem after | thought about how nuch nore can
t hey be there; however, there seens to be a
problem | agree conpletely with Ranona, there is
an enforcenent problem It looks likes it's for
boats that are not authorized. Wat about a buoy
with the authorized sticker on it saying you see a
boat that doesn't have this sticker, please report
it. O yeah, but there should be a way to --
pl acate is the wong word -- but we understand that

t he honeowners have an issue and that we're --
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t hi nk about how to address it.

THE CHAIRVAN:  Correct. Al right.
Anynore questions discuss on the notions to | eave
It as expanded hours? All in favor of?

M5. ALLI SON: Repeat the notion.

THE CHAIRVAN. The notion is to | eave

t he expanded hours unchanged as they were put in

pl ace.

MR. LUNSFORD: No acti on.

THE CHAIRVAN:  Correct. No action on
what the current regulation is. Al in favor?

(Vot e taken.)

THE CHAI RVAN:  All opposed?

MR. PEPE: No.

THE CHAI RVAN:.  Only one opposed. Al
right. Mbdtion passes.

M ke, can you followup with the buoy
fol ks and see what we can do with NRP on the
enf orcenent and what we can do for better signage
for that area?

VR. GRANT: Uh- huh.
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THE CHAI RMAN. Thank you. Last one
Mat t awoman Cr eek.

MR. GRANT: To nove the current line to
the north about 4.5 mles. Again, nove the current
line north to this position right here.

THE CHAI RVAN: (Ckay. Do you have a
notion on noving the |ine back to the proposed
| ocation?

MR PEPE:. [|'ll make a notion that we
accept the change to nove the |ine back.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Mbtion by John Pepe.
Second?

MR. MARSH. Second.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Col es Marsh seconded.

Di scussion? Go ahead, John.

MR PEPE: |Is this fromnow on going to
be called the Lunsford |ine?

(Di scussion held off the record.)

THE CHAI RMAN. (Ckay. Anynore discussion
on the notion? Al right. Call the question, al

in favor signify by saying aye.
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1 (Vot e taken.)

2 THE CHAI RVAN:  Opposed?

3 MR. LUNSFORD: Abst ai ned.

4 THE CHAI RVAN: M. Lunsford abstai ns.

5 The notion passes. That was fun.
6 W' re going to nove on to new busi ness.

7 (Hearing adjourned at 3:14 p.m)

8 *kkkkkk*%x
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12
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