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1 PROCEEDI NGS

2 THE CHAI RMAN: (Ckay. Good nor ni ng,

3 we're going to call this neeting to order of the

4 Maryland Boat Act Advisory Commttee. | want to

5 remnd everybody to nake sure that their cel

6 phones are off or on silent. Again, we're being

7 recorded. Lovely Kelly is over there, m crophones

8 only, wait to be acknow edged before you speak, and

9 nake sure you have a m crophone when you speak.

10 All right. Wth that we're going to

11 introduce the nmenbers of the commttee.

12 (Comm ttee nenbers introduce thensel ves.)

13 THE CHAI RVAN: Let's get the neeting

14 started here. [|I'msorry, introductions out in the

15 crowd, M. Gant and other staff nmenbers.

16 (Staff menbers introduce thensel ves.)

17 THE CHAI RMAN:  Okay. Al right,

18 M. Gant, 2017 regul ation requests.

19 MR. CGRANT: Yes, sir. Can you hear ne?

20 This is a review of the R va Bridge

21 speed limt. Currently it's a six knot zone,
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Sat urday, Sunday and state holidays, fornerly six
knots Saturday, Sunday and holidays -- |I'msorry,
six knots all times during the boating season. A
request to go back to the six knots Saturday,
Sunday and holidays all tinme during the -- let's
start again.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Yes, pl ease.

MR. GRANT: Currently the regulation is
si x knots Saturday, Sunday and state holidays
during boating season, the request is to return to
six knots all tines during the boating season.

This is the area (indicating). The
petition cane in fromthe owers of Mke's Crab
House, right here (indicating).

This is a letter fromM. Piera, who is
Wi th us today, requesting the change back, citing
| ssues with vessels visiting his marina and the
Inability to stay on the boat, or get on and off
t he boat .

This is a report fromthe spring from

the Lieutenant Brian Rathgeb stating the issues
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1 he's received fromJanuary 1st, 2013 through

2 current, through the spring of this year. Aside

3 fromthat, we have heard not hi ng.

4 | received two phone calls fromthe

5 citizens asking what the regul ation request was,

6 they did not issue any for or against the request.

7 As you can see, 65 nanmes were presented on a

8 petition fromM. Piera, all in favor of it. And

9 we're in discussions.

10 THE CHAI RVAN:  Ckay. That's actually --
11 do you want to do the testinony for the request?

12 And when you get up, state your nanme so Kelly can
13 record it.

14 MR. PIERA: Yes, sir. Hello, ny nane is
15 Anthony Piera. Thanks for letting nme cone today.
16 MW famly has owned M ke's Crab House for 64 years,
17 62 years. W enploy about 160 enpl oyees. M and
18 ny brothers bought it about 30 years ago. W just
19 found out -- | was wondering |ast year why the

20 boats were speeding by and we called and they said
21 that the conm ssion had changed to Saturday, Sunday
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1 and Monday. Al of ny custonmers were

2 conplaining -- | could have probably got three

3 thousand signatures all in just one week. |'m

4 pretty much told that you probably won't have a

5 shot, if you don't have gas at your marina and

6 there is a safety concern for the environnent.

7 It's affecting ny business probably 10

8 percent a week. | don't care if you have a hundred
9 dollar boat or mllion dollar boat you're not going
10 to park your boat and go in ny restaurant and have
11 boats flying by and slamm ng around. W aren't a
12 marina, we don't rent our slips out anynore,

13 because Saturdays, Sundays and hol i days half of our
14 restaurant would be full of our custoners and

15 friends, so we got out of our business. Never had
16 a problem But nowwth ny custonmers are

17 conplaining and I'mlosing nmy custoners during the
18 week because the speed Iimt is gone. |It's the

19 sane, it doesn't matter if you have a rowboat or a
20 mllion dollar boat, you're not going to park out

21 there and get slammed. | run a restaurant and |

CORBIN 410-268-6006

REPORTING & VIDEO 1-866-337-6778



MARYLAND BOAT ACT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Transcript of Meeting of the Maryland Boat Act Advisory Committee taken August 31, 2017 Page 6

1 can't sit out there and call the DNR sayi ng today

2 they did this and today they did this and today

3 they did this. You know, | think I should be

4 treated fair like the other restaurants up the road
5 and the other marinas. |If we're tal king about

6 revenue, | know for a fact | bring nore revenue

7 than all three of themtogether. But | know one

8 person wote a letter and the comm ssion changed

9 it. M famly has asked for it and my custoners

10 have asked about it. I'mtrying to get it back for
11 the season. | don't want it all year, but it's

12 affecting nmy restaurant during the week and |I'm

13 losing ny custoners. They're not parking their

14 Dboats and they're not com ng for lunch because

15 their boats are getting slamed. It mght be five
16 or six boats a day, | know the South River is not
17 that busy during that week, but it takes one person
18 flying down the river. And now they're flying

19 through the bridge. It's a bridge. Nobody should
20 Dbe going w de open through the bridge at 30 or 25

21 mles an hour through the bridge. | could see if |
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1 was in the mddle of the river and hey, I'm
2 conpeting, people, but I'mat the Riva Bridge. |'m

3 asking the board to please give it back |like we had

4 it for 30 years. | didn't even know it was gone.
5 | nmean | never got a letter. | nmean it's affected
6 nmy famly and our business. | know we should have

7 gotten a letter, hey, we're changing the zone out

8 there back then when you wanted to change it. |'m
9 just, I'masking for to have it back for the

10 season. That's all. | don't want it all year. W
11 would like to have it back the way it was. It has

12 one hundred percent effected nmy boat business. |

13 just built a quarter of a mllion dollar dock bar

14 where people cone out and drink. |'mnot getting

15 it with the boats the sane. It's really one
16 hundred percent effecting ny business during the

17 week. I1'mglad we have it on the weekend, but |

18 think | should be treated fairly |Iike everybody up

19 by the South River Bridge. | know | don't have

20 gas, but we should be treated the sane. W're not

21 a marina and do it by revenue. | know | bring nore
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1 revenue than all three of themto the state of
2 Mryland. | hire nore people. R ght now | have a
3 staff of 150 people. In the wnter it's a hundred.
4 \We have been here a long tinme and been a nenber of
5 the coormunity. M nomand dad -- ny dad started
6 it, and nmy brother and we all worked there. |I'm
7 pretty nmuch begging you to bring it back. It's
8 killing us during the week, it's really one hundred
9 percent effecting us during the week business. W
10 want to be treated fairly as every other marina. |
11 could see if | was in the open water, but |I'm by
12 the Riva Bridge. W have peopl e speedi ng through
13 the bridge, we have the South River crew row ng
14 team they're going through the bridge and people
15 are speeding by them It's not safe, it's going to
16 take one person to kill sonebody or sonebody get
17 thrown off ny dock. You know, it's elderly and
18 ol der people during the week, all it takes is one
19 person trying to get on or off the boat getting
20 hurt. |'masking you guys to please give it back
21 to us, that's all I'masking. Thank you so nuch.
CORBIN 410-268-6006
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THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you so nmuch. Any
guestions? M. Sheller.

MR SHELLER: \Which of these docks are
we di scussing on this?

MR PIERA: Al three of them W own
all three. W own both facilities there, there
(i ndicating).

MR. SHELLER: \Wen were they built?

MR. PI ERA: The docks have probably been
there -- the little ones have been there 60 years,
the two extensions on the end have probably been
there 30 years.

MR. SHELLER: Have you consi dered any
wave attenuation plan?

MR. PIERA: They won't let us put
anything out in the river, put up barriers. The
state won't go along with that.

MR. SHELLER: Your docks are sticking
out, how far out?

MR. PIERA: Two are probably two hundred

feet, one is probably a hundred feet.
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1 MR. SHELLER. How deep is the water?
2 MR. PIERA: At the end of pier that's 17
3 feet.
4 MR. SHELLER: Thank you.
5 MR PIERA: Yes, sir.
6 THE CHAI RMAN:  Any questions fromthe

7 commttee?

8 M5. TROVATO | was just wondering about
9 safety issues. You nentioned that sonme of your

10 clients have expressed to you that they feel unsafe
11 getting on and off their boats; is that correct?

12 MR PIERA: Yes, ma'am Yeah, we've

13 lost -- they're afraid getting off their boat. |
14 know the South River is not busy during the week,
15 but it takes one person with a 50 foot boat to nake

16 a wake and they're getting their boats slamed, and

17 we have never had that problem | noticed during
18 the week our traffic is down. | nean weekends
19 we're flying and doing well, but during the week

20 we've | ost business because of it.

21 MR. MARSH. Wien you -- | did a |lot of

CORBIN 410-268-6006
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1 traveling on the South River -- are you using all
2 of your dock space there for people comng in for

3 lunch or dinner?

4 MR. PIERA: Yeah. W used to have --
5 MR. MARSH: You used to have one slip
6 there --

7 (Si nul t aneous cross talk.)

8 THE CHAIRVAN. One at a tine, please,

9 Kelly is trying to record this.

10 MR. PIERA: |'msorry, | apologi ze.

11 We used to have 50 slip holders, we had
12 to get rid of them you know, we had to say no.

13 Al the transients were parking in their slips and
14 they were yelling at us. But Saturday and Sunday
15 we get there in the norning and there is 60 or 70
16 or 80 cars in the lot. W had to get out of that

17 business. W couldn't park boats there anynore

18 because it was affecting the revenue for the

19 restaurant. W only have 180 spots and they were
20 being taken by slip holders and friends. On the

21 weekends, you know, they invite people to the boat

CORBIN 410-268-6006
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and the whol e restaurant was full and people are
havi ng parties on the boats -- we have a parking
problem that's why we bought M chael's next door.
W have a parking problem

MR. MARSH. So you do use nobst of your
pi er space there, your slips, for people to cone in
for the restaurant?

MR. PI ERA: Yeah, one hundred percent
transient. W let people know if you're drinking
it's free, you can spend the night. W don't
charge by the foot for being there. |If you're
drinking or tired, we let you stay the night, be
gone by the next day, because of the parking
situation.

MR. MARSH. Thank you.

THE CHAIRVAN: | have a question.

Actually, | noticed when | visited the
area it looked like there was a nunber of boats
there that are permanent or were long termthere,
how many -- do you have any |ong ternf

MR. PIERA: W have our two boats and
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1 then we have a couple of boats on lifts and | have

2 a couple of friends that are trying to sell their

3 boats, we have a boat that's trying to get sold,

SO

4 | let the custoners leave it there for free trying

5 to sell their boats. So we have about a couple of

6 thousand people on the weekend and we used to be in

7 the marina business. But like | told you, Saturday

8 and Sunday we wake up, there's 60, 70. | have a

9 marina in Pasadena, Wite Rocks, we're |ucky that

10 our restaurant is successful so we don't have to

11 depend on the revenue for our incone as well.

12 THE CHAI RMAN. Ckay. Anynore questions

13 fromthe commttee?

14 MR. SHELLER: Can you give us a little

15 background on the prevailing weather in this area,

16 the direction of wind, the direction of tide, any

17 other factors that affect the docks?

18 MR. PIERA: No. The weather really

19 doesn't affect it. W just replaced our bul khead.

20 140 thousand dollars to replace that |ast wnter,

21 the winter before. It's not the weather. I'm
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1 just -- strictly my issue is a safety issue for our

2 qguests getting on and off the boats during the week

3 and it's just effecting the revenue of the

4 restaurant Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,

5 Friday. |It's not anything to do with the weat her,
6 we just redid the bul khead there. | nean it was

7 probably 60 years old, we just replaced it. South
8 River Marina replaced it last -- not this wnter,
9 the winter before. The weather is not a problem

10 it's just really a safety concern during the week,

11 that's one hundred percent what it is, and ny

12 custoners conpl aining during the week that, you
13 know, the boats are getting slammed around now and,
14 | nmean, it's still, custoners still don't know --

15 or know now -- why is ny boat getting slamed?

16 Well, they changed the rule. | just found out

17 nyself a year ago.

18 MR. MARSH. How | ong ago was it that you

19 had it all week, how nmany years?

20 MR. PIERA: | believe two years ago and

21 we had it for 30 years, alnobst 30 years.
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remenber | was 20 years old and ne and ny brother
John and ny brother Pete cane to the hearing on
Tayl or Avenue, the DNR, we had a bunch of neetings
there and it was seven or eight tables of people
and, you know, the South River Ski C ub and all
were arguing about it, they when they got it we
were all happy and we just found out we lost it.
It's been, | believe you guys -- M. Gant -- 30
years, or over 25?

MR MARSH. |Is that right?

MR. GRANT: | have mnutes fromthe
Novenber 26th, 1991 neeting where conmttee
recomended six knots all tinme during the boating
season only because the boat traffic during the
non- boati ng season was | ow and did not warrant
regul ation all year.

MR MARSH So it had been that way for
20 sone years?

MR. PIERA: Yes, sir.

MR. MARSH. Because | renenber it being

that way. Thank you.

REPORTING & VIDEO
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1 THE CHAI RVMAN:  Anynore questions? o
2 ahead.
3 MR. HELLNER: As | recall the bridge is
4 six knots all of the tine, it's marked that way, if
5 1| recall. Correct?
6 MR PIERA: | have no idea, but nowif
7 it is people still speed through it or if they get
8 toit now, if they get toit now, they stop and
9 then the wake gets bigger. Because they're slow ng
10 down, now the boats are getting slanmed nore.
11 MR. HELLNER. My direct observation of
12 the site, and as a boater with a | ot of experience,
13 I'mtransient up and down the river and |I'm com ng
14 nowhere near Mke's Crab House, and if | am sl ow ng
15 down | understand your point about naybe creating
16 nore wake; however, as a responsible boater 1'd
17 certainly slow down and | certainly wouldn't be by
18 Mke's, so |I'munderstanding therefore that you're
19 getting problens froma |ot of your responsible
20 boaters -- the hundred foot stand off is another
21 thing that comes to mind. Nobody shoul d be going
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1 anywhere near you and certainly by state regulation
2 not a hundred feet fromyour piers, so as we all

3 know the small boats they dissipate pretty quickly.
4 So your testinony is that you' re having probl ens

5 wth recreational boaters actually running by your
6 piers. | would say, that's just ne, not ny way |

7 would run a boat because | woul d never run your

8 piers especially with ny bigger boat --

9 MR. PIERA: Yes, sir.
10 MR HELLNER: -- SO0 what you're telling
11 us is large boats, | don't know, 26 foot plus, are

12 just ripping by Mke's Crab House irresponsibly and

13 illegally?
14 MR. PIERA: They're not close to ny
15 pier. | didn't say that. | said they're going,

16 they're in the channel, but they' re slow ng down or
17 flying by there on weekdays, it's slanm ng the

18 boats. Wen | have custoners, they're slamm ng

19 their boats around and | have | ost revenue during
20 the week because, | nean, would you want your boat

21 out there getting slamed around?
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1 MR HELLNER: | have been to Mke's a
2 nunber of tines, | usually tie it up in such a
3 fashion that | have no problenms. M understandi ng
4 is you get boxed around, it's a waterfront
5 restaurant, and we're ready for it. However, | can
6 observe also you're in a zone where there is a |ot
7 of recreational boat traffic. |t appears that you
8 have basically a contained area, it's a constrained
9 river. As a boater, | understand that once the
10 boat traffic is heavy the waters get churned,
11 whether there are boats going by or not, would you
12 say in your observation and experience, you' ve been
13 there your whole life, that's typical of a |ot of
14 boat traffic, even though they're not going by it's
15 choppy because of constant traffic; is that what
16 you see?
17 MR PIERA: That's not true at all.
18 During the last 20 sonme years everybody knows it's
19 a boat wake zone. The ripples mght be six or
20 seven inches. That's totally different than boats
21 flying by and sl amm ng peoples' boats in the side
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1 of the bulkhead. You said you're a responsible
2 boater, that's one person. You mght tie it up
3 right inthe slip. A lot of people tie up on the
4 end of pier, it's convenient and fast. They tie,
5 they're docked. If you conme to ny place on the
6 weekend, a |ot of people don't know how to park
7 their boats. It takes them 30 or 40 mnutes to get
8 inaslip. They park on the side, it's easier to
9 park. |It's a show They park on the side of the
10 pier, and it's so deep the whol e pier goes
11 sideways. But the last 20 years, it's been a
12 ripple and I never noticed it until the last --
13 MR. HELLNER: | don't disagree. As a
14 long tinme boater there is a |lot of people out there
15 that could use nore boating education and practice.
16 | just want to understand what the nature of the
17 problemis that occurred because of this, the six
18 knot [imt got renoved during the week, and it's
19 Dbecause such boaters are running by the marina --
20 MR. PI ERA: One hundred percent --
21 MR. HELLNER. Got it. Yeah. GCkay, got
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1 it. Thank you.
2 MR. PIERA: | apologize for that. One
3 hundred percent because they're running by the
4 marina, whatever the speed limt is now.
5 MR. HELLNER: You would agree if | ran
6 the normal channel -- this is a fairly large water,
7 | have been there many tines -- | don't see how
8 would even bother Mke's Crab House, even if | was
9 in ny large boat.
10 MR. PIERA: | one hundred percent
11 disagree with you, sir. One hundred percent.
12 MR. HELLNER: Thank you. Thank you.
13 THE CHAARMAN:. M. Gant, | want a
14 clarification, is there any speed limt at the
15 bridge itself?
16 MR. GRANT: No. There's a separate PWC
17 regulation, six knots all tinme for the bridge, but
18 that --
19 THE CHAI RVAN:  One hundred feet of the
20 structure, that's a PWC, not a regul ar boat
21 regul ation?
CORBIN 410-268-6006
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1 MR. GRANT: Current regulation is six
2 knots during the boating season, Saturday, Sunday
3 and hol i days.
4 THE CHAIRVAN:  Correct. No speed |limt
5 under the bridge at all during the week?
6 MR. GRANT: Correct.
7 THE CHAIRVAN: | just wanted to clarify
8 that. Robin.
9 M5. ALLISON:. | go over that bridge
10 probably three or four tinmes a week and | could see
11 if it was a fairly decent size boat pulling a good
12 wake | could see how that woul d definitely effect
13 your business. | could see how sone of these boats
14 are going to push that kind of wake w thout
15 question.
16 THE CHAI RMAN. Let's save the comments
17 for deliberation.
18 Anynore questions? Thank you.
19 MR. PI ERA: Thank you, sir, so nmuch for
20 having nme. Thank you so nuch. Have a great
21 weekend.
CORBIN 410-268-6006
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1 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you.
2 M5. TROVATO  Thank you.
3 MR. PIERA: Thank you very nmuch
4 MR. GRANT: Do you want to hear fromthe
5 lieutenant?
6 THE CHAl RMVAN:  Excuse ne?
7 MR. GRANT: Do you want to hear fromthe
8 NRP?
9 (Di scussion held off the record.)

10 LI EUTENANT RATHGEB: (kay. Again, ny

11 nane is Brian Rathgeb. It's RAT-HGE-B. I'min

12 the southern region for the Natural Resources
13 Police.

14 ["mnot sure -- was this back in the
15 spring when | sent the e-mail?

16 MR. GRANT: Yes.

17 LI EUTENANT RATHGEB: From January 1

18 2013 these are the nunbers that cane through, this

19 is over a four year period, and | think the one

20 issue right there is that no reportable accidents

21 had occurred in that area right there around the

bi g
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Ri va Bri dge.

We break up the rivers and the bay into
different |ocation codes so we can isol ate things,
and just running the nunbers for the | ocation right
around the Riva Bridge we have no report of boat
accidents around there in the four years.

| just reran stats, calls for service,
everything again the other day to bring us through
just this boating season, just April 15th, 2017
until yesterday, and we have -- again, we've
received no calls for service for any speeding
viol ations around the Riva Bridge during this
summer. In that area only six citations this
summer right around that bridge at those | ocations
have been issued and none of those have been for
speed. They have been |ife jackets, registrations,
boating safety certificates, but nothing, nothing
I nvol vi ng speeding or reportable boat accidents.
Again, like | said, no report of boating accidents.
There have been a couple of ON and there was a

boat fire in the area, but again, nothing to do
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1 wth the speed.

2 W' re not opposed to a six knots speed

3 zone. | think that, you know, the business owner,
4 you know, has a very valid concern. W're not

5 opposed to it, but again, there are no -- we have

6 not had a significant issue in the area with

7 violators. And | understand that, you know,

8 ~custoners are conplaining to the restaurant

9 concerning their boats at the marina but, you know,
10 if we don't get called we don't know about those

11 things and, you know, | can't speak to them So

12 'l open it up. Yes, sir.

13 MR. HELLNER: Do you have any

14 information on when the citations were issued? The
15 reason | ask is the thing that's at i1ssue before us
16 is weekends and holidays it's a six knot area, what
17 we're struggling with here is what's the difference
18 during the week? 1Is there? So that's why | asked
19 about the citations. Do you have any information?
20 LI EUTENANT RATHGEB: | don't have them

21 broken down, no, no.
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1 THE CHAI RMAN.  Any ot her questions?
2 LI EUTENANT RATHGEB: | w Il point out
3 that |I have six citations for four nonths on the
4 South River around, you know, the Riva Bridge and
5 that's mnimal. |It's actually stunning to ne there
6 were that few, so.
7 THE CHAI RMAN:  Any ot her questions?
8 M. Lunsford -- actually, | have one. | know
9 wyou're the lieutenant for the area, so it's hard
10 for you to get out to every place in the area, are
11 you famliar with the Riva Bridge?
12 LI EUTENANT RATHCEB: Yes, | am
13 THE CHAI RVAN:  What's your opinion --
14 excuse nme -- what's your opinion of the, | guess,
15 |l ooking at the clearance under the bridge for snal
16 boats running through at speed as far as being a
17 safety factor, do you agree with it, that boats
18 should be running under the bridge at speed?
19 LI EUTENANT RATHGEB: | think if we're
20 renoving Mke's Crab House and it's just that
21 situation where it's just the bridge -- and by
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1 small boat are we tal king about 20 feet and under?
2 THE CHAI RVAN:  Any boats. |'m |l ooking
3 at the horizontal clearance under the bridge.

4 LI EUTENANT RATHGEB: | do not

5 particularly have an issue with boats at speed

6 going through that bridge. And again, conpletely
7 divorced fromthe Mke's Crab House issue, just

8 that bridge and that size and have a 20 or 24 foot
9 boat going through at speed | don't have an issue.
10 THE CHAIRVAN: | just wanted to | ook at
11 the full picture. W want to look at all of the
12 factors over there, and that bridge is a negative
13 factor. | was actually surprised how narrow t he
14 openings were to the bridge and whet her the boats
15 should be running at speed. That was ny only

16 concern.

17 LI EUTENANT RATHGEB: Right.

18 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you. Any ot her

19 questions? Coles.
20 MR. MARSH.  Mbost people cone by there

21 during the week that are running up the river,
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1 they're going up and anchor, and it's nice

2 anchorage up there where the ski course is, so

3 during the week nost people are just driving up

4 there to anchor and just heading back out in two

5 days or are they just pleasure riding during the

6 week now, the weekends --

7 MR. PIERA: A lot of people pleasure

8 ride and during the week the river's not too busy.

9 On the weekends it's a zoo out there. A lot of

10 people are usually just going to neet people using
11 their boats during the weekend. A lot of people
12 that have boats, they live on the river and they
13 don't use them so it's not a |lot of people during
14 the week going by the bridge. During the weekend,
15 you got the weekend warriors out there. And a |ot
16 of people that have boats don't go out on the

17 weekends --

18 THE CHAI RVAN: Col es, Coles, we're

19 talking to the lieutenant right now Thank you.
20 MR. MARSH. Have you seen increased

21 traffic over the week during the |last few years, or
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1 people going up there to anchor or just joyride?

2 LI EUTENANT RATHGEB: | woul d say there

3 1s boat traffic all over the bay and the South

4 River is no different than that in the |ast several

5 years.

6 THE CHAI RMAN. (Ckay. Anynore questions

7 for the lieutenant? Thank you, lieutenant. Sorry.

8 M. Hellner.

9 MR. HELLNER: It was clarified, or the
10 chairman clarified there is a hundred foot standoff
11 for PWCs, ny concern therefore, or ny concern is
12 what happens when sonebody does go by too close to
13 Mke's Crab House, do the police have any authority
14 to react to that or would this come under a
15 reckless boating statute?

16 LI EUTENANT RATHGEB: Again, | assune
17 vyou're tal king about speed?

18 MR. HELLNER: Yes, sir. W call it

19 wake. Let's say the wake at Mke's --

20 LI EUTENANT RATHGEB: Ri ght.

21 MR HELLNER: Sorry, |I'msorry, | have
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1 to put that on the record -- I"'msorry. Yeah, we
2 boaters would say we waked M ke's Crab House or
3 Joe's, all rec boaters run the speed past an
4 establishnent |ike Mke's, what options do the
5 marine police have?

6 LI EUTENANT RATHGEB: | just wanted to
7 make sure | have this straight. Again, obviously
8 on the weekends you have the six knots speed zone,
9 but outside of that is there a reckless or

10 negligent charge? Now, the officer would have to
11 be able to articulate that in a court of lawif

12 he's going to charge sonebody. What about the

13 action was reckless? Wat about the action was
14 negligent? And if they have enough that they can
15 articulate that, then that would be the charge, it
16 would be a negligent operation charge. Reckless is
17 reserved for when there is a serious injury

18 sustai ned because of the accident.

19 MR. HELLNER: Thank you.

20 THE CHAI RMVAN:  Thank you. Anynore

21 questions? Ranona.

CORBIN 410-268-6006

REPORTING & VIDEO 1-866-337-6778



MARYLAND BOAT ACT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Transcript of Meeting of the Maryland Boat Act Advisory Committee taken August 31, 2017 Page 30

1 M5. TROVATO So have you heard from
2 anybody that says oh, we're thrilled to death that
3 you got rid of that six knot speed |imt, any of

4 the officers?

5 LI EUTENANT RATHGEB: No.

6 M5. TROVATO Thank you.

7 THE CHAI RMAN:  Ckay. Anynore questions?
8 Thank you, I|ieutenant.

9 LI EUTENANT RATHGEB: Thank you.

10 THE CHAI RMAN:  Anybody here opposed to

11 the -- nobody here.

12 Because this is our only regulation

13 request, we actually have a fairly short agenda

14 today. W're going to go right into deliberations
15 and handle this request right here, right now, so
16 we can nove forward and we'll be w apped up before
17 lunch today.

18 kay. Menbers of the commttee, does
19 anybody have a notion? M. Lunsford.

20 MR. LUNSFORD: Yeah. My recollection

21 was that before the piers were extended and before
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1 about 1991 when that regul ati on was pl aced there

2 was no speed limt at the Riva Bridge. Wen the

3 regulation was placed it was in response to the

4 Dbuilding of a 92 slip, | believe, marina.
5 MR PIERA: 50.
6 MR. LUNSFORD: 50. And the regulation

7 was in order to protect that marina. Since the

8 marina doesn't officially exist, since it doesn't

9 have a punpout station, and no slip rental, then

10 the rationale to put it in the regulation gets kind
11 of weak. | made 17 site visits during the sunmer,
12 14 of them were normal boating weat her and three of
13 them were during an inpending thunderstorm and |

14 think that was fair, |'ve seen no nore than four

15 boats tied up on the end of the docks at any given

16 evening and only once did | see a small boat go

17 at plane. Every other boat | seen, except for sone

18 jet ski activity below the bridge, was at six

19 knots, including a NRP that cane up the river and

by

20 cane off plane at the sign -- which | thought was
21 interesting -- during the week. So the rationale
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was to protect the marina with a speed limt and
what we've done is we have protected four people on
boats that tie up at the T pier that sticks out in
the mddle of the river.

THE CHAI RVAN. M. Hell ner.

MR. HELLNER: |'ve personally had three
site visits to the site during the week, because
that's what's at issue, and ny site visits again
woul d be during typical boating weather and |
observed very little activity. Al so, ny direct
observation -- and no, not nuch activity at Mke's,
and nobody that appeared to be creating wakes.
That's only three exanples in the 24/7, so |
certainly want to nmake sure that is in the record.
So | did directly observe the area three tines.

The other thing, as a boater | |ooked at the area
itself and the size of the waterway and noted

that -- and | think we can get the nunbers fromthe
DNR too, if we need to of the direct conparison --
but I noted that it was a w der waterway than many

wat erways that they have simlar restrictions
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1 Saturday, Sunday and holidays only. | also recal
2 last year that we considered the waterway on the
3 Magothy River that was narrower and again the issue
4 was a series of slips, a marina had a series of
5 slips fairly far out into that particul ar waterway
6 and again the request was for a 24/7 speed limt.
7 But our assessnent, again, observing the boat
8 wakes, where they die down, how far they extend,

9 size of boats that go by, we concluded that there
10 wasn't a reasonable issue with regard to bal anci ng
11 the needs, or rather the rights of recreational
12 boaters to use the waterways versus the business,
13 so | just want to rem nd the comm ttee nenbers of
14 that when they consider this, is that thisis a
15 w der waterway than several other waterways where
16 we did not restrict the speed seven days a week.
17 That said, ny other question goes to -- | was not
18 on this commttee when the decision was nade to
19 change it from?24/7 -- so do we have the record
20 that indicates what the conclusion, why the
21 commttee did it, after having, as the gentlenman
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1 said, 20 plus years of it being 24/7? Wy did the
2 conmttee -- and probably several of us that are

3 sitting here today were here when this decision was
4 made -- so maybe sone of ny fellow committee

5 nenbers could let us know why it got changed.

6 Thank you.

7 MR, LUNSFORD: I n answer to your

8 question, Jon, it's the lack of a marina that never
9 cane to fruition. The regulations were based on
10 the presence of a nulti-slip marina and it just

11 never happened. So during one of ny reviews it

12 becane apparent that that regulation was put in

13 place for a reason to protect a facility that

14 didn't exist. Wen the restaurant had shorter

15 piers and didn't stick out so far, | don't ever

16 renenber there being a problemw th vessel s going
17 by at speed. So it wasn't until they got extended,
18 they're out closer in the channel and a navi gabl e
19 thoroughfare, that it becane an issue. But there
20 is no marina.

21 THE CHAI RMAN. M. Hel |l ner.
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1 MR. HELLNER: Where was this nmarina that

2 no longer exists that was basis of this?

3 MR. LUNSFORD: 50 slips that were built
4 by Mke's that are unoccupied. | nean there's --

5 MR. HELLNER: | understand. Thank you.
6 THE CHAI RVMAN.  Ckay. | actually, | went

7 by the marina a couple of tines and | did note that
8 there were, on a Thursday afternoon there was at

9 least a half a dozen boats tied up at the end of

10 the pier. Actually, one of themwas a fairly nice
11 speed boat out at the T head of the pier and | saw
12 about four boats go by during the tinme period that
13 | was there and interestingly enough just |ike you
14 said two of the boats actually slowed down, cane
15 off of plane at the speed |imt markers, and then
16 two of themrode through, but they were snall

17 boats, you know, throw ng a small wake, but | did
18 notice a novenent with the boats out at the end of
19 the pier. So several, several other days | went by
20 there were a couple of boats there and, you know,

21 just one or two boats traveling through the area,
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1 but it was interesting, about half of the boats

2 seened to slow down even though there is not a

3 speed limt there.

4 Okay. Do we have a notion by anybody on

5 the coomittee on what they would Iike to do?

6 M5. TROVATO May | ask a question?
7 THE CHAI RMAN. CGo ahead.
8 M5. TROVATO W have a process anytine

9 we're going to change or inplenent a new

10 regul ation, have we continued to follow that

11 process, have we put out a buoy saying that we're
12 considering a new speed |imt or not?

13 THE CHAIRVAN: | w il let Mke answer
14 that, but | believe yes, both tinmes. M ke?

15 MR. GRANT: Yes.

16 THE CHAI RMVAN:  Ckay. Any notion from
17 anyone on the commttee? M. Hellner.

18 MR. HELLNER: The issue was raised that
19 would it be possible to do this just in the peak
20 tinme of the year; is that possible? | guess ny

21 questionis --
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1 MR. GRANT: That is. Boating season is
2 considered peak. That's what we basically set them
3 up fromApril 15th until October 15th.

4 MR HELLNER: Okay. Thank you,

5 under st and.

6 THE CHAI RVAN:  Ckay.

7 MR. LUNSFORD: | nmake a notion for the

8 conmttee to recommend no action but that we

9 continue to nonitor the situation and if NRP begins
10 to see conplaints that we reconsider in |less than
11 our three year standing.

12 M5. CRAIG  Second.

13 THE CHAI RMAN:  Okay. Any seconded.

14 Di scussion.

15 MR. LUNSFORD: Well, we have taken --

16 there is a public waterway that has regul ation

17 inposed and | understand that there is a concern

18 about boats that tie up to that T head, but | have
19 not seen a problemand, again, the Natural Resource
20 Police haven't had -- well, ny 14 visits | haven't
21 seen a problem-- Natural Resources Police haven't
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1 had any conplaints or notices of accidents or

2 injuries, so | think the regulation could be

3 wthdrawn w thout having any a negative inpact. It
4 was also two years before anybody had noticed it

5 had been changed, which tells us sonething about

6 the frequency of traffic through the area. Mst of
7 the boats -- ny observation -- that do go up and

8 down are residents and they know that they're going
9 by a facility that they need to watch their wake.

10 Those are observations on ny part.

11 THE CHAI RMAN:  Ranona.
12 M5. TROVATO So we have nobody that
13 cane in -- is this right, Mke, did anybody cone in

14 opposed to the six knots regulation? And we have
15 65 people on a petition in favor of a six knots

16 regulation?

17 MR. GRANT: Yes. No and yes, in that
18 regard.
19 M5. TROVATO Yes. And we have the

20 owner of the waterfront property saying that he's

21 actually I osing business because people are afraid
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1 for their safety getting on and off the boats?

2 MR GRANT: As he testified.

3 M5. TROVATO As he testified. But no
4 reports frompeople to the marine police or

5 anybody?

6 MR. GRANT: | have not received any

7 reports, and the marine police testified that they
8 had not.

9 M5. TROVATO I|I'minclined -- well, |I'm
10 inclined to let them have the six knot speed limt
11 back, but with the direction that Bob's proposal is

12 if we did take a look at this again in say a year,

13 and in that time -- I'msorry, | forgot your nane.
14 MR. PIERA: Piera.
15 M5. TROVATO. -- M. Piera either

16 collect nore signatures or have an additi onal

17 report, have people report their safety concerns,
18 it mght give the committee nore information in

19 meking that very good decision. Because, like the
20 rest of this conmttee, we want the waterways to be

21 useful to as many people as absol utely possi bl e,
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1 which is one of the reasons, as | recall, that we
2 elimnpnated this six knots speed Iimt here. It
3 wasn't in order to harmanyone. It was, in fact,
4 in order to nake the waterway nore useful to nore
5 people. It would be an unintended consequence of
6 the action of the conmttee should a safety concern
7 arise that we have already anticipated. |'m
8 synpathetic to this request. | wsh we had nore
9 data.
10 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you, Ranopna.
11 Robin.
12 MS. ALLISON: Wile | have M ke G ant
13 here, we have a simlar incident that is where |
14 live. | have very nice restaurant, which |
15 frequent greatly, but it caters to notorcycles and
16 they have a great tine speeding past ny house, and
17 the only way | got any help at all was every tine
18 they did it |I called the AA County Police and said
19 okay, | got a problemw th themagain. And after
20 about four or five conplaints -- so if we can
21 reviewand revisit it. | would suggest that every
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1 time your customers have a problemwth it, you
2 give thema paper with DNR s phone nunber on it and
3 maybe an officer's phone nunber and say pl ease cal
4 this nunber and tell themyou have got a problem
5 That way -- because otherw se they wouldn't think
6 tocall DNR | neanit's not, it's not an on the
7 water issue, it's tied upin a slip issue. So
8 anyway, just a thought process. Because as | say,
9 I'mdealing with this on the other end. So thank
10 vyou.
11 THE CHAI RVAN:  Anynore coments? Steve.
12 MR. KLING | have a question. Does
13 anybody know the vertical height of that bridge? |
14 have been under there a fair amount of tine, that's
15 not a high bridge.
16 MS. ALLISON: Not sail boat water under
17 that bridge.
18 THE CHAI RMAN:  Hori zontal clearance, 50
19 feet. Vertical clearance, 25 feet.
20 MR KLING  Ckay.
21 THE CHAI RVAN: M. Hel | ner.
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1 MR. HELLNER. My primary concern --
2 well, first of all, | want to say absolutely I

3 certainly would take M. Piera's concerns very

4 seriously, soit's sort of like | would haggle with

5 what was said. But if we can get nore direct

6 evidence of issues that affect the public welfare

7 and safety, that would help us in our task a |ot.

8 As it stands, I'minclined to | eave the

9 regulation as it stands. And one of ny major

10 issues, as | already stated, is it's a fairly wde

11 waterway relative to other waterways that are not

12 restricted during the week. | think absolutely on

13 busy days on the South River it is in fact a zoo

14 all of the way up and down the South River. |

have

15 lived the dream | know what it's |ike. However,

16 ny direct observations during the week -- and |I'm

17 not an expert on the South River, | think several

18 folks are nore experienced with it than | am during

19 the week -- it seens |like the boaters and
20 businesses and shore owners do live fairly

21 confortably with unrestricted speed limts.
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1 The other thing | would |like to observe

2 1is we have no one else here up river to say hey,

3 give ne ny speed limt, or rather |I'm opposed to

4 the petition because it inpedes ny position to get

5 on up river to ny property.

6 So again, what |I'msaying, | think for

7 now |'msaying and | would suggest to ny fell ow

8 commttee nenbers that we leave it as it, which

IS

9 the weekend and holidays restriction only, but we

10 definitely leave this as an issue to nore fully

11 explore. Especially through the help of folks like

12 M. Piera, we can establish that there is an

13 overriding issue that would require us to | ook at

14 the speeds at all tines.

15 THE CHAIRVAN: | guess, | want to throw

16 in nmy own two cents, comment. | had asked the

17 question earlier about the horizontal clearance

18 being 50 feet, so if a boat goes through at exactly

19 the center of the channel, given that your average

20 Dboat is about eight feet wi de, we have about 21

21 feet on either side of that until they hit a bridge
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abutnent, so as a prior NRP boating safety educator
and a fire boat captain that one really concerns
me, that at sone point sonebody is going to hit
t hat bridge going through at speed. So I, | would,
| was surprised when we renoved that regul ati on and
| went and | ooked at the bridge and went under in
ny fire boat how tight it is under there, so |I'm
inclined to put the speed limt back. That's ny
opi ni on.

(Si nmul t aneous cross talk.)

THE CHAIRVAN: | can share ny two cents.

Any ot her comments?

The notion is to leave it as it is;
however, we have the option to revisit it wthin
the three year tinme period if anything arises that
gives us reason to cone back to this.

M5. HENNINGER: Hi . | just wanted to
say after hearing this -- it really nakes sense --
It looks like it's an accident waiting to happen.
Several of you have indicated that the boats don't

sl ow down until they get there and sone don't sl ow
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1 down, and if it was there and those people are used
2 toit, it's nore than two years out, so if we
3 inplenment it it shouldn't be a problemin thinking
4 it's still there. W haven't had anyone cone in
5 fromthe upper that was there for 20 years and say
6 they don't want it. So why don't we | ook the other
7 way, instead of the way we're | ooking and put it
8 back in?

9 MR. SHELLER: The boat size that we're
10 tal ki ng about which nmake it under the bridge in ny
11 opinion are less able to navigate at | ow speeds
12 than at high speeds. | would nuch prefer to go
13 through that bridge 20 knots rather than five or
14 six knots particularly in stern drive boats or
15 outboard boats that have very restricted steering
16 control at | ow speeds.

17 THE CHAI RMAN:  Anynore di scussion?

18 Deliberation?

19 M5. HENNI NGER: But the question is it's
20 already six at the bridge so -- oh, it isn't. |

21 thought it was going through the bridge, but it's
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1 open at the bridge?

2 THE CHAI RMAN.  Yes.
3 M5. HENNI NGER  Oh.
4 THE CHAIRVAN:  No speed limt in the

5 area other than Saturday, Sunday and hol i days.

6 MR. HELLNER: Question?
7 THE CHAI RMAN: Go ahead.
8 MR. HELLNER: This would be to the DNR

9 Although Steve here has been whispering in ny ear
10 about the difficulties of doing sonething |ike

11 this, this is kind of a unique area, and I'm

12 wondering if -- could a six knot zone be

13 established so many hundred feet off of Mke's Crab
14 House, you know, seven days a week during boating
15 season so we allow the travelers up river to

16 proceed at speed and still protect, which is a

17 potential danger, and, plus, nore than six knots
18 wunder the bridge -- | look at the bridge too and
19 I'mnot sure, | would have to | ook at it some nore,
20 because | have heard sone testinony by fellow

21 boaters, sone like it fast, but sone prefer to go
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1 slow under there. But ny question, |I'mjust asking
2 a question fromthe DNR, could we do that?

3 MR CGRANT: So to clarify, to clarify
4 your request, you're asking for a six knots zone
5 here, everything center fromthat is six knots

6 (indicating)?

7 MR. HELLNER: Yes, sir. Yes, sir.

8 THE CHAIRVAN: M ke, we did that and/or
9 it was done in Chestertown to protect a fuel dock,
10 but after visiting the area nunerous tines it's not
11 boats within that zone, it's boats that are running
12 in that channel and that wake is com ng over at the

13 crab house at the piers there. So while we could
14 do it, | don't think that addresses what the

15 concernis. And then also if we were to do a speed
16 limt wthin an area just outside of the bridge,

17 you now have fol ks comng off plane in front of the
18 marina throwng, in front of restaurant throw ng

19 the wake at the restaurant, so that's just ny

20 opinion of what, what -- that wouldn't really solve
21 the problemif that's the way. M. Kling.
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1 MR KLING Yeah, | think that what |
2 was whispering in Joe's ear was to try to carve out
3 a 24/7 notch Saturday, Sunday and holidays limt
4 would be very confusing and difficult to know
5 about. Wuat we did in Chestertown was not -- we
6 did put a bubble around the fuel dock, but it was
7 not within the context of a |arger speed zone. W
8 didthat little punch out outside of the Trade
9 Wnds, not across the river, so we have done the
10 snmaller speed zones, but not in the context of a
11 larger one, and | think it would be a nightmare for
12 the departnent to notate and enforce.
13 THE CHAIRVAN: | agree. Anynore
14 coments?
15 MR. SHELLER: If the bridge were not
16 there and there was a three hundred feet pier out
17 in the navigable waters, would we be tal ki ng about
18 this? A private pier?
19 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you. Good
20 question. Any other coments?
21 We'll call the question. So the notion
CORBIN 410-268-6006

REPORTING & VIDEO 1-866-337-6778



MARYLAND BOAT ACT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Transcript of Meeting of the Maryland Boat Act Advisory Committee taken August 31, 2017 Page 49
1 was no action, but leave it open if anything should
2 arise within the three year tinme period and we w |
3 revisit this if needed.

4 MR. LUNSFORD: Ri ght.

5 THE CHAIRVAN:  All in favor. Hands up.

6 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,6, 7, 8 9, 10 in favor. A

7 opposed to? Three opposed. Ckay. No change for

8 now but the option is there to revisit it if

9 needed. Thank you. M. Gant.

10 MR. GRANT: dCdarification on the as

11 needed clause that wll cone fromthe concerned

12 boaters on the river and M. Piera if he w tnesses

13 and maybe reports it and we get NRP the reports

14 that says that and we can do this again.

15 THE CHAI RVAN:  Yes. kay. Thank you.

16 Thank you, sir.

17 MR. PIERA: Thank you, very nuch. Have

18 a good weekend.

19 THE CHAIRVAN: M. Grant, Mynadi er

20 updat e.

21 MR GRANT: | would Iike to waive ny
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1 time in favor of M. Anderson who has an

2 appointnent | believe around noon and has to shoot
3 out of here and we would like to let himtalk to

4 us.

5 THE CHAI RVAN:  Absol utely.

6 M. Anderson, welcone.

7 MR. ANDERSON: Wel |, thanks. Thank you,
8 sir, Mke, | appreciate you for pushing ne ahead in
9 order and I'mtrying to stay as long as | can, but
10 thank you. Anyway, we have an hour -- | don't know
11 how long you're going to tal k about Maynadier, but
12 anyway, a very short nessage to you all

13 Again, as | nentioned in the | ast

14 nmeeting, | want like to thank you, each and every
15 one of you for service on this commttee. The

16 comm ssion structure that's been setup in the state
17 of Maryland is incredibly valuable for DNR to do

18 it's operation, but | know you guys do this on a

19 volunteer basis. Mny of you run businesses and if
20 vyou're not doing your business, you're |osing

21 noney, so it's an incredible contribution and
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effort that you put in. So |I want to thank you for
t hat agai n.

My only cormment for the day is you al
have heard of course by now, or if you haven't, our
fornmer boating director, Boating Services director
Mark O Mal l ey has resigned. Mark -- excuse ne --
has accepted a job with the federal governnent in
t he Departnent of Transportation in the Marine
Maritime Adm nistration, a pretty significant job I
believe in terns of honmel and security and ot her
i mportant matters for the United States. So his
talents are really needed there. |1'mglad that
he's the person that they picked. A loss for us of
cour se.

In the interim until we decide what
we're going to do, we don't know what we're going
to do, and we don't know how we're going to |ong
termcontinue to run Boating Services, but in the
interimM ke, of course, will continue to nanage
this process and take care of the issues at Tawes.

Qur hydrographi cs team and our boat captains that
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9 out in the next couple of nonths we wll, of

10 course, advise you

16 M. Gant, back to you. Maynadier.
17 MR. GRANT: W received a request,

18 nunerous requests froma riparian owner in

3 do, so | have no issues with that going forward.

4 Summers Cove Marina has a great new

6 and they're doing sone great things. Boating is

8 and as soon as we decide how we're going to nove

19 Maynadi er concerning the existing ski course and

1 spend their tine on the water is an amazi ng group

2 of folks who know exactly what they are supposed to

5 team sonme new additions to an already great team

7 very stable and Boating Services is going forward

11 That was ny only issue that | wanted to
12 advise you all on at the neeting this norning. So
13 thank you for your tinme, | appreciate it.

14 (Appl ause.)

15 THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, M. Anderson.

20 the fact that it was msaligned and that the skiers

21 were exceeding the area six knots. Mark O Mall ey

CORBIN 410-268-6006

REPORTING & VIDEO 1-866-337-6778



MARYLAND BOAT ACT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Transcript of Meeting of the Maryland Boat Act Advisory Committee taken August 31, 2017 Page 53

1 agreed, as well as Rich Kitney fromArny Corps, to
2 revisit the area, as well as have the skiers take
3 us out in the boat and put on a denonstration, the
4 riparian owner and other riparian owner join us for
5 the day. Wat it cane down to was an Arny Corps

6 issue. Arny Corps decided where it would be and

7 the skiers were to mark it. They did mark it.

8 Arny Corps then had to approve that |ocation based
9 on the position of the buoys that the ski club

10 pl aced.

11 Right nowit's still in deliberation.

12 It is not an issue for us. The skiers are as far
13 as we're concerned operating properly wthin the
14 paraneters we've provided for them and every tine
15 the gentleman calls nme back or sends nme an e-mail,
16 | direct himback to the Arnmy Corps. As far as |
17 know the Arny Corps is on this. They wll be

18 meking a final decision. Wat that is, | have no
19 idea, but it's on them And that's where it stands
20 right now.

21 THE CHAI RMAN. M. Hel |l ner.
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1 MR. HELLNER: Question just to make sure
2 | understand the report. What's with the Arny
3 Corps? These are markings that were directed by
4 the Arny Corps to the ski club to establish, so the
5 Arny is still deciding whether the markings the ski
6 club placed are what they wanted?

7 MR. GRANT: As part of the Arny Corps

8 permt the ski club is required to identify

9 correctly the location that was approved for the

10 ski course to exist in, and this is primarily to

11 give to NOAA for the map to let -- or for charting.
12 So if you come in here, you know there is an active
13 ski course in there. The ski club was slowin

14 getting those buoys in. They finally got themin.
15 Wien they submtted the request for the change in
16 the orientation of the course they used a 1992 topo
17 map fromthe original request and, of course, it's
18 hardly scientific because the wdth of the pen mark
19 was probably 50 feet. So when the buoys were

20 placed, the landowner said this is not right, it

21 has to be according to this, and there is a 50 foot
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1 variance -- and |'mjust picking that nunber -- so
2 the skiers set it wwth GPS and the person is not
3 happy wwth it. He feels that not only is it
4 mspositioned, it's too long, they're still
5 exceeding their speed outside of the course. And
6 right now Arny Corps is using that information,

7 they're going back in. And howthis is going to

8 side, howthis is going to turn out, we don't

9 know, but the ski club insist they need 1,970 feet
10 in length in which to exist. |If they put it -- if
11 the course area is reduced to the size that the

12 riparian owner feels it should be based on the topo
13 map, it won't be 1,970 feet. But that's the only
14 issue at this point and it's the Arny Corps issue,
15 not ours.

16 MR. HELLNER  Thank you, M ke.

17 MR. GRANT: Sure.

18 MR. KLING So Mke, what | think you're
19 saying is the club is seeking a reorientation of

20 the course?

21 MR. CGRANT: That had been done. That's
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1 where it is right now As you recall, that course
2 was 12 to 6, nowit's 1 to 5 1to 7.

3 MR. KLING They're | ooking to reorient
4 the course. Wat is before the board has nothing
5 do with our use?

6 MR. GRANT: Yep. Just letting you know
7 this is going on because you need to know.

8 MR. KLING And the issue is driven

9 primarily by one individual?

10 MR. GRANT: One very determ ned

11 individual, and another person at the south end of
12 the course. The one is at the north end of the

13 course and the other is at the south end of the

14 course.

15 THE CHAI RVAN:  Ckay. Actually, while
16 vyou're tal king about Maynadier, we'll get an update
17 from Ranpbna and the group on, and M. Hellner, on
18 the site visit.

19 MR. GRANT: | understand sone concer ned
20 citizens you're going to take, not Boat Act

21 nmenbers, but concerned citizens; is that correct?
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1 THE CHAIRVAN:  Yes, that's correct.
2 MR. HELLNER: | have been in dial ogue

3 wth state Senator Edward Reilly, who as many of

4 the commttee nenbers know sponsored a bill in this
5 vyear's legislative session in the spring, which

6 restricted the hours of this -- correct ne if I'm
7 msstating -- that the DNR ultimately establi shed

8 for the ski club, ski club and skiers pushed back

9 hard in a lot of great, what | thought was great

10 testinony. | attended the hearings as an

11 interested citizen who happens to be a constituent
12 of Senator Reilly, | also felt that the bill was in
13 error, that the senator did not and does not fully
14 appreciate this is a responsibly run ski course and
15 the hours help our fellow citizens maxim ze their
16 ability and to help the citizens enjoy this course
17 safely and wi thout disturbance to fellow nei ghbors.
18 Sone may disagree with that. |In the course of that
19 dialogue, | offered to the senator to arrange a
20 trip, just a boat trip essentially. W didn't talk

21 about the ski course initially. |In dialogue with
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1 the senator over the summer he indicated that he

2 would love to see the skiers actually doing their

3 skiing, have the ski course in operation. |

4 dialogued wth sone nenbers of the ski course and

5 the nenbers of the conmttee, the bottomline is,

6 yeah, the ski club would | ove to have the senator

7 cone out and observe themin action so they can

8 fully and directly understand.

9 W' re not doing that as official

10 representatives of this commttee or the DNR, we're
11 sinply -- | happen to be a constituent, | believe
12 that Ranona is a constituent, and the Trovatos have
13 kindly offered to use one of their vessels to take
14 the senator out. So we're neeting at Ranbna's on
15 Septenber 12th to take the senator and three

16 additional guests out for a ride on the Severn

17 River, and we're happy to answer any questions he
18 may have about the river and recreational boating
19 or about the ski course at this tine. Ay, who is
20 nmuch nore of an expert than probably any of us here
21 on the ski course and how it operates, is able to
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1 go with us on Septenber 12th. This is in the

2 afternoon, around 1-ish or so. | think we're going
3 to establish the final details when we get together
4 after the neeting.

5 So this is where we stand. W recogni ze
6 this is probably -- this is the best format to do

7 it. That we should not involve the state or DNR in
8 any way. He obviously is a representative of the

9 state and private citizens and he's well aware that
10 several of us are on the commttee and has been

11 very conplinentary to ne in the e-mails about the
12 work of this conmttee, he understands it, and this
13 is friendly let's get out on the water and show you
14 what we're tal king about and devel op a better

15 relationship with the senator to have good, two-way
16 dial ogue about this course.

17 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you. Anything el se
18 on Maynadi er Creek? Any questions, any comments?
19 Thank you. Louis Wight, you're up. Poplar Island
20 project expansion.

21 MR VWRIGHT: In ny other role, piece of
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1 nmy job, another piece of ny job, | work for

2 Fisheries and Shellfish. W had a request this

3 summer to survey a piece of --

4 THE REPORTER: Louis, I'msorry, | can't

5 hear you. Please use the m crophone.

6 (Di scussion held off the record.)

7 MR WRIGHT: In the other piece of ny

8 Job working for Fisheries and Shellfish we had a

9 request in the early part of the June or early

10 July --

11 THE REPORTER: | amsorry, Louis, please
12 speak into the mcrophone. | can't understand you.
13 (Di scussion held off the record.)

14 MR WRIGHT: There was a nunber of

15 articles in the Tal bot County paper about waternen
16 and recreational boaters striking subnerged objects
17 around Poplar Island and | had occasion to go down
18 there, and | was working for Fisheries and | knew
19 of a rock pile that had been placed when they first
20 started the Poplar Island project and it was

21 sonewhere in this area here (indicating). They had
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1 placed it as a fishery and never buoyed it. But
2 apparently what they have done is they have now
3 gone, they're noving on to an expansi on of Popl ar
4 lIsland, which is this outline here (indicating),
5 and the area of construction | was concerned about
6 apparently has been renoved; however, what they're
7 constructing is going to be fairly large area.
8 This section here, though, the little, curvy piece
9 with thelines init (indicating), is going to be
10 sort of | guess a marsh area and the Corps
11 apparently had discussions with Fisheries Services
12 about what that area is going to be. | believe
13 it's supposed to be -- they call it an open water
14 abatenment in the plan. | was fairly able to |locate
15 a drawing of what they had in mnd in a 2005
16 report. This has obviously been going on for sone
17 tinme, but their final report is 2005 and they just
18 started construction now. But eventually this
19 whole area outlined in red (indicating), wll
20 probably becone |like the rest of Poplar Island.
21 If you want to junp to that other slide.
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1 MR GRANT: Yes, | do.
2 MR WRIGHT: Now, that's a zoom out
3 view. This is Kent Point area, Tilghman Point,
4 Tilghman is down here (indicating). Wat | sort of
5 wanted to let you all know about is wth that
6 structure being there we can sort of say there is
7 going to be a potential for an interesting effect
8 with the tide. Because that right now tide com ng
9 in, the permanent structures around Poplar Island
10 go up and to the side and what's |ikely to happen
11 with this thing in place is the current is going to
12 tend to bounce up that way, and then on low tide as
13 the tide conmes down out of here it's going to tend
14 to catch water and force it through the Poplar
15 Island area, and it's likely there's going to be
16 increased tidewaters in ternms of current speeds and
17 people may or may not be aware of that. So people
18 may be surprised at this. Wether it's going to
19 cause a problemfor people at the shorelines, |
20 don't know. | don't see a major problemfromthat
21 per se, but it's going to be different for us. It
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1 really has potential, you know -- like it doesn't

2 effect boating operations directly, but with this,
3 with the potential for changing the tidal flow, how
4 Shellfish identifies oyster patterns and things

5 like that, things are not going to be like they

6 were in the past. But | thought you all should be
7 aware of that in case people start, you know,

8 reporting problens or issues. The contractor is

9 supposedly placing lighted buoys around this

10 construction area (indicating). Wen | was there
11 in June, it had little yellow buoys wth flags but
12 no lights on themso, you know -- there is a |ot of
13 equipnent there, but it's not, you know, exactly
14 where they put rocks and things like that. There
15 is alittle bit of that cleared, so it's, you know,
16 it is an active construction zone.

17 MR. GRANT: Yeah. If | mght junp in.
18 We got a call, the governor's office called us

19 about three weeks or a nonth ago concerned wth
20 citizens reporting that that area was not narked.

21 And what they did in the beginning is they put out
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1 a dozen, dozen and a half buoys around this area

2 (indicating), but they have only put five |ighted

3 ones across fromLowes Wiarf. So if you're com ng

4 in this way (indicating) you may be hit and the we

5 called them and the Arny Corps net with the

6 contractor and saw the errors in their ways, and

7 they're going to put in lighted buoys all of the

8 way around. They should be installed in the next

9 week or so.

10 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you for the update.

11 Anything el se, any questions?

12 MR, KLING Could | nake a notion that

13 MKke organize a tour for us?

14 MR VWRIGHT: | believe they actually

15 wll do that for us. You have to sign up for them

16 MR. GRANT: Yes, they wll.

17 THE CHAIRVAN. M ke, you want to | ook at

18 putting one together for the conmttee? Thank you

19 Louis.

20 (Di scussion held off the record.)

21 THE CHAIRVMAN:  Hold on, I'msorry. M
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1 fault. M. Alison

2 M5. ALLISON: Hey, Louis, | gotta quick
3 question for you -- or actually twd. Does that

4 area inpact the channel behind Poplar at all?

5 MR WRIGHT: Not as far as | know. \What
6 they basically designed all of that area around is
7 the natural, the legal, natural oyster bars so

8 they -- which tend to -- they're there and they

9 tried to stay 50 to a 150 feet away fromthem

10 which again the oyster bars are outside of the

11 shallow water. There is deeper parts. So where
12 they have the bars, you know, sounds

13 counterintuitive in the deeper areas, the shall ow
14 water's closer into shore --

15 M5. ALLI SON: How does what's proposed
16 effect Jefferson |sland?

17 MR. WRI GHT: Basically goes around it.
18 It's inside of that, inside of that little harbor.
19 M5. ALLISON. In that little area there.
20 So Jefferson or Coaches Island are not inpacted?

21 MR. WRI GHT: Yeah, as far as | know. I
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1 haven't seen -- what | got | had to go through the
2 Internet in order to find -- the Corps doesn't have
3 it on the website as to what we're getting ready to
4 do. It took sone searching to find out what
5 they -- and like | said it was 2005 -- so that was
6 a final version and it nust have been in the
7 process for probably 10 years before that.

8 M5. ALLI SON:  Yeah, | know it's been

9 going on for quite a long tine.

10 | would like to second us going out and
11 looking at it. | think it would be good for us.
12 Thanks.

13 THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you, Loui s.

14 Up next, Julie Brown.

15 MR. LUNSFORD: You have a notion on the
16 floor, M. Chairman, a notion and a second.

17 (Di scussion held off the record.)

18 THE CHAI RMAN.  Ckay. M. Gant already
19 said he's going do it for us, but the notion was to
20 have a site visit and seconded. Al in favor.

21 (Vote taken.)
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1 THE CHAI RMAN:  Qpposed to? Thank you.

2 Very good. Thank you for holding nmy feet to the

3 fire, M. Lunsford.
4 Julie, jet ski Julie, Julie of al

5 things NRP.

6 M5. BROMWN:. All things. Yes, thank you

7 very nmuch. That was a very wel com ng introduction.

8 dd nicknanmes stay forever, right?

9 Basically, | want to pass this around

10 just to add a little lightheartedness to a topic

11 that can be very daunting, and that's boating

12 safety and keeping all of our boaters in Maryl and

13 and all across, you know, the tristate area --

14 which we're all real close together, close-knit

15 group -- and so I'mjust going to start this here
16 and pass it around and have a |ighthearted | augh.
17 But the thing | wanted to talk to you

18 about a little bit is our efforts in regards to the
19 bow riding canpaign that was suggested after the

20 legislature last year and with this still being a

21 part of negligent operation, neaning bow riding is
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1 under negligent operation, we decided to go to a
2 canpai gn which would focus on educating the boaters
3 of Mryland about the inportance of not riding on
4 the bow or hanging by parts at any point off a
5 noving, notorized boat. So the slogan we canme up
6 wth, obviously as you see so proudly displayed
7 here today, is the Ride Inside Program And it was
8 a logo that was taken fromthe United States Coast
9 Cuard, they had used this and sone ot her
10 docunentation for rental boat safety, and we
11 thought that this would be a perfect exanple of
12 what the information is that we want to get across
13 to people. It tells you exactly what we don't want
14 you to do.
15 Now, Chris over here is giggling because
16 he should have brought his picture of what another
17 state decided to use for their picture. Let's say
18 | amglad that we went with our little stick figure
19 person. So what Ann is showi ng you here is sone,
20 are sone pictures of the locations in which the
21 posters that we created with this logo -- and |
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1 believe there is some actual posters over there for
2 Bob to take back and al so the pictures of the ten
3 banners, which there is one displayed here on the
4 front of your table -- there are 10 of the Ride
5 Inside banners across the state. This one we're
6 hoping will go up in the Bass Pro Shop, which is at
7 Arundel MIIs Mall, and we're hoping that we can
8 convince the gentleman there at Bass Tracker boats
9 and all of that to display that there. W have it

10 at two locations in Ocean City, one at the Coast
11 Cuard station, and one at the new public boat ranp
12 on, is it 65th Street, | believe, in Ccean City.
13 As Ann goes through the pictures, that
14 one that you just saw was at Marshall Hall. So |
15 tried to get as broad a spectrumof the state of
16 Maryland with the nessage as | could. Now, m nd
17 you, we have a lot of marinas and a | ot of places
18 to get to.

19 This right here, anybody want to shout
20 out if they know where that is? Special prize.
21 THE CHAIRVAN:  Hart-M Il er.
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1 M5. BROMWN. Very good. You get the
2 special prize. I'mglad you guessed it. | don't
3 know what it is yet.
4 THE CHAIRVAN:  Hart-M Il er.
5 M5. BROWN: Hart-MIler Island.
6 THE CHAIRVAN:  Not to interrupt, but I'm
7 passing the picture of the one from Pennsyl vani a,
8 the one that | sent you. You'll see the difference
9 between the stick figure and the picture --
10 M5. BROWN. Just sone differences in
11 canpaign ideol ogies and marketing tacti cs.
12 So this is a Hart-MIler Island picture
13 and they've get a lot, obviously a lot of traffic
14 there at Hart-MIler. And this is at Port Tobacco,
15 and the R de Inside sticker or sign, which is
16 there.
17 | don't know -- Liberty Marina, which is
18 right around the corner fromhere, they have the
19 poster at their fuel dock and I went by yesterday
20 to look at that and Scott who runs that marina
21 there said he gets a lot of, Iot of people talking
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1 about it and looking at it, so | think that's good.

2 And this one, | know that is Cecil-- |
3 thought it was Severn -- Smal | wood ParKk.

4 (Si mul taneous cross talk.)

5 M5. BROMWN. Very good. And this is one
6 of our reserve officers, | wish she had put a her

7 happy face on, but she was very diligent in getting

8 the signs up for ne, along with many other reserve

9 officers. And the hands in hel ping getting these

10 up were the reason why the nessage has gotten

11 spread.
12 So we have a lot, lot of nore to do with
13 it. W are right know -- | can hopefully say as of

14 today all of those, alnbst 95 percent of all of the

15 pontoon rental boats in the state -- that neans

16 Ccean City to Deep Creek Lake now, thanks to Bob

17 N ckel -- this sticker wll be on every pontoon

18 rental boat if | can help it by the end of next

19 vyear. So right now all of the pontoon rentals in

20 Ccean Gty | know have these. So this gets the

21 nmessage out and we're hoping -- thankfully, as far
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1 as | know, in regards to bow riding incidents the

2 closest one that we have had, which technically

3 wasn't bowriding, it was -- along with bow

4 riding -- standing in a noving boat is just as bad.
5 A group of individuals on a rental boat in Ccean

6 City partying on board of pontoon boat going al ong
7 the waves in Ccean Gty -- as we all knowit's very
8 crowded -- so one of the guests in the boat bounced
9 out of the boat and she hence got her leg hit by

10 the prop. So that is really the closest one that
11 we've had to any of those type of incidents. And
12 then to boot -- let's knock on wood, just do it --
13 we're right now, in regards to fatalities for

14 Dboating we're at seven. So | don't want to say

15 even one is a good nunber, but we're doing better
16 this year. So far we've still got alittle nore

17 tinme left in the season obviously, but hopefully

18 the word is getting out there to get the boaters

19 educated and keeping our fatalities at a |ow | evel.
20

21 So if anybody has any questions for ne |
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1 would be nore than happy to --
2 THE CHAIRVAN: M. Hel |l ner.
3 MR. HELLNER: How do we get nore? |'m
4 involved in various yacht club groups and
5 associations and | would love to see it and | think
6 nost of the yacht clubs and marinas | know woul d
7 agree, they would [ ove to have this up on their
8 piers or in the clubhouse or sonething along those
9 lines. M question is how do we get nore, how does
10 sonebody get nore?
11 M5. BROMWN. Well, it would be through
12 our shop, safety education section. | would
13 coordinate with our Lieutenant Robert Ford and
14 check through our budget. But our goal is to do
15 exactly that, get this information out to as nmany
16 marinas, where wherever people would |ike to post
17 them as possible. So that woul d be through our
18 shop, and we are already planning on doi ng anot her
19 order of those posters. So | would definitely be
20 nore than happy to coordinate that effort with you.
21 MR. HELLNER: Thank you.
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1 THE CHAI RMAN: M. Levitan.
2 MR. LEVITAN. | woul d suggest that you
3 try and get this information to the yacht cl ubs.
4 There is a lot of yacht clubs out there, a |ot of
5 boaters out there, and |I'mnot sure that they get
6 this type of information.
7 And actually, | can get you a book
8 listing all of the yacht clubs in the area.
9 Actually, in the couple of the state area, if you
10 would like, to send themdirectly to the yacht
11 cl ubs.
12 M5. BROMWN. Absolutely, Fred, that's the
13 kind of resource | need in this type of venue here
14 today, so getting that woul d be wonderful.
15 Thankful Iy, now that the Reserve Oficer
16 Programis under our section | have a few nore
17 bodies than just nyself to be able to help
18 dissemnate that information, so hopefully we can
19 get that out there to all of the organizations.
20 THE CHAIRVAN. M. Hel |l ner.
21 MR. HELLNER: Have you been in contact
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1 wth the Marine Trades Association of Maryl and?

2 They woul d probably be happy to help you get this

3 out.

4 M5. BROAN: That's anot her one too.

5 MR. HELLNER: That's a suggestion --

6 M5. HENNINGER W th us --

7 M5. BROMN: It's actually -- this, this
8 1s -- the canpaign here was kind of a prelimnary

9 phase canpaign to see howit went over, and by your
10 response here today it seens to be very obvious

11 that it is sonething we need to continue and

12 therefore we will put the push on the effort to

13 meke sure that we reach the yacht clubs and we

14 reach the Marine Trades for the best bang for the
15 buck with getting the word out. That's the key to
16 it.

17 So now that we know we're pretty happy
18 wth the canpaign, what it |ooks Iike, what the

19 nmessage is, then we're going to go running for it.
20 So | appreciate all of your assistance in hel ping

21 to get that word out.
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1 M5. HENNI NGER: Do you have material in
2 your truck right now?

3 M5. BROMWN: We're pretty much down to

4 the last -- | just handed out the last in regard to
5 the signage and stickers, as well. So we're going
6 to have to do another round of reprint and | wll

7 make sure that you all wll be ny first point of

8 contact in regards to the reprinting of the next

9 round.

10 M5. HENNINGER: Don't forget the boat

11 show in Annapolis. So you'll be there?

12 M5. BROAWN: Yes. We will be at the boat
13 show.

14 THE CHAIRVAN: | 've got a question

15 mainly because they were trying to pass through the
16 legislature this past year and there was a push

17 fromyour division to do a separate, stand al one

18 bow riding regulation, are you going to try to do
19 this first as a safety education outreach and then
20 see what the nunbers are and then revisit this or
21 is this sonmething that we should continue to
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1 followup on?
2 M5. BROMWN: | believe this canpaign
3 should be a continual one, even if we do revisit,
4 to make this is its own bowriding Iaw for the
5 legislature. But right nowin regards to whet her
6 or not we're revisiting the legislature this year,
7 | have not spoken directly to our lieutenant in
8 regards to what his plans are for that. So but, in
9 regards to this canpaign, | amall for continuing
10 it no matter what, spreadi ng the nessage.
11 THE CHAI RVAN:  Absolutely, we all agree
12 with that. The question for the conmttee is do we
13 grab ahold of the regulation before it gets
14 hijacked again and goes through sonething we don't
15 want it to go through?
16 M5. BROMWN: |'ll defer that one to M ke
17 Gant.
18 MR, GRANT: What?
19 M5. BROMWN: Wiet her or not we're
20 revisiting the option to bring the bowriding into
21 its owm like we did |ast year, separate from
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1 negligent operation.

2 MR. GRANT: |t hasn't been brought up
3 yet.
4 MS. BROMWN: Hasn't been di scussed. So |

5 haven't talked to Lieutenant Ford so | can

6 obviously ask himwhat his thoughts are in regards

7 to that.
8 THE CHAI RMAN.  Thank you. M. Kling.
9 MR KLING On this point and,

10 M. Secretary (sic), clarification, we worked kind
11 of an energency with NRP for |anguage for

12 regulation, that never got inplenented? Question

13 mark.
14 M5. BROMN: Never got inplenented.
15 MR. KLING  Superceded by the

16 legislative effort?

17 M5. BROMN:  Yes.

18 MR. KLING The legislative effort nade
19 a laughing stock of the state of Maryl and

20 nationwide in sailing because the concept was fine,

21 vyou are all for it. But the, I would say, naive

CORBIN 410-268-6006

REPORTING & VIDEO 1-866-337-6778



MARYLAND BOAT ACT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Transcript of Meeting of the Maryland Boat Act Advisory Committee taken August 31, 2017 Page 79
1 | anguage of the proposed |egislation we --
2 M5. BROMN: Unfortunately, there were
3 changes nade that were unknown and that happened.
4 Yes, we do understand that, so --
5 MR. KLING You can get -- because | was
6 in regular comunication with Mark O Mall ey at that
7 time and he's saying, you know, hold off the dogs
8 and we held off the dogs fromthe sailing
9 comunity, but that would have been a pretty ugly
10 scene. | nean not out of any, you know, disconcert
11 with the program but with the attenpted execution.
12 M5. BROWN. Absolutely.
13 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you, Julie. Looks
14 |like a wonderful programand hopefully this wll
15 start solving the program
16 M5. BROMWN: | hope so too. | thank you
17 all for your help and your time and you all have a
18 great day. | hope you enjoyed -- where is ny
19 Ilittle cartoon that was going around -- a little
20 lightheartedness in the grand schene of things.
21 THE CHAI RVAN:  We're going to skip lunch
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1 and get this finished up.

2 M. Gant, you' re going to be up again,

3 2017 regul ation requests.

4 MR. GRANT: W did that.

5 (Di scussion held off the record.)

6 THE CHAIRVAN: My fault, we did that.

7 I'"msorry. 2018 regul ation requests, any in?

8 MR. GRANT: No, that is correct.

9 THE CHAIRVAN:  I'msorry, I'msorry. |
10 thought we were revisiting old business. Moving
11 forward.

12 (Di scussion held off the record.)

13 MR KLING | would just ask is there a
14 reason -- and there may well be departnentally --
15 we should not revisit or rereconmmend our, the

16 anti-bow riding | anguage we proposed? 1Is there a
17 reason not to -- and this would be a hire up the

18 food chain question -- but is there a reason for us
19 not to be proactive and say, you know, |egislative
20 community -- obviously whatever they want to do --
21 but we recommend, we like this idea?
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1 THE CHAIRVAN:  Wel |, that was kind of ny
2 idea, we head it off at the pass and, you know, | et
3 our commttee, with the |arge nunber of experts
4 that we have here, draft the regulation that is
5 specific to bowriding, solve the problens that NRP
6 wants, and that is a definition of exactly what bow
7 ridingis and allows themto put a fine attached
8 directly to that, you know, that regul ation.

9 MR. GRANT: As an independent commttee
10 you all can do what you want, and that's as far as
11 departnental support. You' re making a
12 recomendation to the secretary, so if you would
13 Ilike to nove forward, the | anguage that | recal
14 that we cane up wth last year or you all canme up
15 wth [ast year was pretty darn good. Wy don't we
16 dust it off and bring it out again?

17 M5. BROAWN. W revisited. It was good
18 at sone point and sonehow t here was sone changes

19 that had conme about, but it could be revisited. W
20 do still have it, we still have that wording, and
21 |ike Mke said that woul d be sonething that you al
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1 could revisit. And the main reason for that, I'm
2 sure you all understand, is that bow riding right
3 now is under negligent operation, which is a very
4 hefty fine, and if no one gets severely injured
5 when the officers go to court for it it ends up
6 being thrown out. So you all understand the whol e
7 concept of how that one works.

8 THE CHAIRVAN:. M. G ant.

9 MR. GRANT: Perhaps you woul d consi der
10 as part of your report to the secretary concerning
11 today's regulation decision, reconmendation you add
12 that to see if we can get the ball rolling again.
13 THE CHAIRVAN:  Well, I'min agreenent.
14 | would like to get it rolling again. | don't want
15 to junp on it and say let's push it through w thout
16 revisiting and | ooking at the wording and see if we
17 <can clean it up. W kind of rushed to get that
18 wording in there and get it as close to correct as
19 we could. | would like to revisit that and bring
20 it back to the commttee and let's polish it up
21 sone and run it through and be proactive and get it
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2 go to the legislature.

4 |eave it out of the recomrendati on for the

9 deliver the recommendations to the secretary.

19 wite the wording to match it would be great.

3 MR. GRANT: Right. How about if we

6 upon back out to you, you all can wordsmth it,

1 through through our commttee rather than have it

5 secretary and I'll get the | anguage you all agreed

do

7 it electronically, and then at the Cctober neeting

8 that will give us a good anount of tinme and then

10 THE CHAI RMAN:  That woul d be great, that
11 would be wonderful. Thank you.

12 MR. KLING W can notify --

13 MR GRANT: We will certainly involve

14 NRP.

15 THE CHAIRVAN: | woul d agree, |1'd |ike
16 to see this nove forward and --

17 M5. BROWN: It's not an easy task as you

18 recall fromprior, so comng together as a group to

20 MR. GRANT: Whuld you like to present
21 that as a notion for the record? |[|'m asking.
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1 THE CHAI RVMAN: St eve.
2 MR. KLING Sure. | nove that the
3 commttee proceed to formally revisit the whole bow
4 riding issue at the next avail able neeting.
5 MR HELLNER:  Second.
6 THE CHAI RVAN:  Seconded. Any
7 discussion?
8 M5. ALLISON: | have a question for
9 Steve.
10 THE CHAI RVAN: M crophone, pl ease.
11 M5. ALLISON:. Am| to assune that the
12 problemwth the |legislative | anguage | ast year had
13 to do with sailboats and people --
14 MR. KLING No, not at all. It was
15 language as | -- the initial |anguage in the
16 legislature, as | recall, | think was witten by
17 nonboaters and it said you can't hang your |egs
18 over the side of a boat, any part of your boat.
19 M5. ALLI SON:  Yeah. That definitely
20 would throw the sailing conmunity into a tail spin.
21 MR. KLING There are sone boats
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1 designed that cannot be sailed w thout body parts
2 hangi ng over the side.
3 M5. ALLI SON: Exactly, and you can't put
4 up a spinnaker without dealing with that. A nunber
5 of good reasons to have boating people wite that
6 |egislation.
7 MR KLING W're going to have this 110
8 thousand boat world chanpi onship and that's going
9 to have a positive inpact --
10 MR CGRANT: As | recall the |ast
11 iteration solved that problem so | think -- | wll
12 dig that out.
13 THE CHAIRVAN: It did do an anendnent to
14 it, but | think it was a knee jerk and very quick
15 anendnent. Again, it wasn't, it wasn't the
16 |anguage that we had conme up with in our conmttee.
17 It started off as a totally different animal and
18 then it was anended to try to address all of our
19 concerns, but it still needed just a little bit of
20 polishing fromthere. So | believe it's --
21 MR. KLING M recollection is we cane
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1 to the neeting, NRP was there and the wonman who was
2 the legislative person, | think she still is, for
3 the departnent was there and they had | anguage, and
4 | think Ann nmay have been involved in sone of that
5 language, drafting and adding it to the reckless,

6 negligent, there is going to be the third step of
7 bowriding, and it made a | ot of sense and | think
8 we cane up at the neeting or shortly afterwards

9 wth decent |anguage, and from our standpoint that
10 would be I think the way to go froma regulatory
11 standpoint in the | egislature and obviously they
12 wn.

13 THE CHAIRVAN:  But if we can get it

14 through and be proactive to address it and say we
15 have gotten it taken care of, | think the mgjor

16 part of the issue disappears along with Julie's

17 efforts to reach out for the education to show that
18 we're on top of this.

19 So the notion and the second to revisit
20 this at our Cctober neeting, all in favor?

21 (Vote taken.)
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1 THE CHAI RVAN: Al |l opposed? Ckay,

2 unani nous. Anynore old business? Any new

3 busi ness?

4 MR. HELLNER: Earlier today we heard

5 testinony relating in and around, relating to the

6 water in and around the Riva Bridge. And

7 regardless of Mke's Crab House, ny observation of
8 that area is the bridge may be a concern in that |
9 heard different opinions, sone people would prefer
10 torun it slow, sone are fine with going fast. M
11 personal view of that bridge is | prefer not to run
12 it fast, so that | don't know if maybe the

13 committee should -- so nmy question to the commttee
14 is should we take a closer, we in conjunction wth
15 the DNR, take a closer | ook? The testinony by the
16 DNR was hey, we don't have any problens, but it's
17 also pretty clear that if, as sonebody nentioned if
18 sonebody smashed into the bridge and then all of a
19 sudden everybody is up in arns saying why didn't we
20 have a speed |limt around that bridge --

21 MR. SHELLER: There is testinony in the
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1 record that --
2 MR. HELLNER: | just heard from Jon that
3 we do, | heard testinony that we do not, there
4 is --
5 MR, SHELLER Six miles --
6 (Si mul taneous cross talk.)
7 MR. HELLNER: | thought it was Saturday,
8 Sunday and hol i days --
9 MR. NI CKELS: The rule says --
10 (Si mul taneous cross talk.)
11 THE REPORTER: Everyone cannot tal k at
12 the sane tine. Please use the m crophone.
13 MR. GRANT: One voi ce.
14 (Discussion held off the record.)
15 MR. NICKEL: The rule says -- and this
16 happens a lot up at the |lake -- jet skis, personal
17 watercraft, whatever you want to call them have to
18 go six knots or |ess under the bridge, whereas any
19 other power vessel can go through at full speed.
20 The only regul ation you see is the weekend only.
21 It's not Iimted to Friday.

CORBIN 410-268-6006

REPORTING & VIDEO 1-866-337-6778



MARYLAND BOAT ACT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Transcript of Meeting of the Maryland Boat Act Advisory Committee taken August 31, 2017 Page 89
1 MR. SHELLER:  Correct.
2 MR HELLNER: So | would like to
3 propose -- but I"'mnot sure if this is in order or
4 not -- is that we -- |I'Il look at Mke too for
5 advice -- do we nove to continue to investigate or

6 seek information about the bridge itself and
7 whether there should be a speed [imt or do we just
8 sinply respond to the citizen's petition? | don't

9 want us to go beyond our purview.

10 THE CHAI RVAN. M. Lunsford.

11 MR. LUNSFORD: | hate to disagree, but |
12 will. dGven the nunber of vessels, the types of

13 vessels, and the skill level of the various

14 operators, it's up to the operator to assune somne
15 responsibility for getting thensel ves through

16 wthout hitting the bridge. If you can't do it at
17 speed, then slow down. |If you can't do it slow,

18 vyou need to maintain full speed.

19 But for us to attenpt to regulate the

20 entire suite of boating skills and vessels, | think

21 that's a can of worns that you don't want to get
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1 into. | think the rest of the commttee would try
2 to see to sone --

3 MR HELLNER: | understand the comrent,
4 and | personally amokay wth them | eaving the

5 bridge without the assistance of a regulation. So
6 | have no further comment on it.

7 THE CHAIRVMAN. M. Kling.

8 MR KLING | would just say there are a
9 lot of bridges in the state, we're only | ooking at
10 this one because M ke cane, and we have our

11 conprehensive review of regulations and | think

12 picking up and starting to |l ook at all of the

13 bridges -- the logic to |look at this one would be
14 logic to look at all the bridges in the state.

15 THE CHAIRVAN: | agree. | started going
16 through ny charts to figure out how nmany bridges we
17 would have to look at. | agree, let's not open

18 this can of worns.

19 kay. Any ot her new busi ness?

20 M. Hellner.

21 MR. HELLNER: At the risk of beating a
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dead horse at this bridge, earlier when we were
| ooking at the Mke's Crab House situation | raised
the issue of width of the waterway and as a
suggestion to the DNR when we |l ook at this stuff is
per haps we shoul d have those figures available to
us.

The other thing too as | understand from
Steve there is a -- well, before | get to the
second point. The first point | would add is we
ot herwi se run the risk of being inconsistent,
because | cited the exanple of the Magothy River
| ssue last tine, and the Magothy is restricted and
M ke's waterway is twce as wide, we're going to
start getting folks in here saying you guys are not
consi stent with your own positions, so | would say
that we need to be attentive to the wdth of the
wat erway and what we feel is a safe, is a bal ance
of the safe waterway as opposed to the petition as
franmed.

The second point | want to nmake is there

was a study done, as | understand from Steve, Naval
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Acadeny did it, having to do with boat wake
di ssipation. It seens having that handy sone way,
either we have copies of it or it's referenced for
us at DNR, regarding howlong it really takes for a
boat wake, various boats at various speeds, to
di ssipate could really get this out of the notion
or opinion, discussions, that we have with
petitioners and into nore objective studies.

| think we did very well with the
studies having to do with water, beach erosion and
| think this is sonething that would be good for us
in the future.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Okay, thank you. And |
| think one of the -- obviously, the reason the
commttee is here is every area IS unique,
pl acenent of the channel, w dth of the channel,
piers, bridges, every area is unique, so it's hard
to say we're going to put a cookie-cutter here.
That's why we're here and deliberate and do site
visits, that's why site visits are so inportant for

everybody to go, so when we sit in front of our
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1 constituents we can speak from personal experience
2 and observations. M. Hellner.

3 MR. HELLNER: In case | said Magothy

4 River, | nmeant Mddle. Anytine | said -- Mtrips
5 me up -- but for the record, |I neant Mddle River.
6 Sorry, not Magot hy.

7 M5. TROVATO. Chris, | agree conpletely
8 wth you, that every situation is unique, and |

9 agree with Joe there has to be sone consi stency,

10 and | think we apply that consistency on a regul ar
11 basis but it's good of himto rem nd us and good of
12 you to remind us that every situation is unique and
13 we need to apply good judgnent at all tines.

14 THE CHAI RMAN:  Thank you. M. Kling.

15 MR. KLING Not to bel abor the point,

16 but just two years ago, a year and a half ago, Ann,
17 we did the, we had a subconmttee and we | ooked

18 at -- Bob, you were in it -- we |ooked at all of

19 the state and all of the regulations that we had in
20 place and the idea is not to cone running with 27
21 things |ooking at exactly this issue, |ook at
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4 changes to and the idea is when we get to a

5 particular body of water to | ook at the,

6 proactively |ook at what we've done as a

9 trying to do exactly that.

11 regulations was, by and large, as well, we are

13 the commttee, and this is an individual thing,

15 not been particularly synpathetic to people who

18 public. | need the protection for the boats in

19 nmri na.

21 el se?

1 consistency and al so change circunstance, and the
2 idea is when a body of water cones up we have with

3 Ann things flagged that we may want to recomend

7 subcommttee and say okay, let's |ook at changing

8 this regulation or that regulation. So we, we're

10 Al so what we found when we | ooked at the

12 pretty consistent. And |I'mjust saying for Joe,

14 collectively nost of the individuals here, we have

16 build a marina in a body of water and cone in and

17 say oh, essentially take the water away fromthe

20 THE CHAI RVAN:  Anynore comments? Anyone

but

my
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1 MR. LUNSFORD: | have a question for you
2 later.

3 MR. GRANT: Fine.

4 THE CHAI RVAN.  Ckay. Motion to adjourn.
5 MR, MARSH. Mbti on.

6 MS. ALLI SON:  Second.

7 THE CHAI RMAN.  Everybody in favor?

8 M5. TROVATO. Yes, aye.

9 THE CHAI RVAN: W' re adj our ned.

10 (Hearing adjourned at 11:52 a.m)

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
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1
2 STATE OF MARYLAND
COUNTY OF BALTI MORE
4 I, Kelly A Taylor, a Notary Public in
5 and for the State of Maryland, County of Baltinore,
6 do hereby certify that the aforegoing is a true and

7 accurate transcript of the proceedings indicated.

g /
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AU T T , 1 B A A
9 f:__;.‘;‘ B 2 35 (.. 7\_/\\\ a/ } L_/ L/." 1 \{ ! LJ;K;/C/@/L
P % J 9. 3,
10 E™ oA % Kel ly A. Taylor, Notary Public
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