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Connections Vary 
by Conditions



Planning for this  Connection has been 
underway since 2010!  



MD Eastern Shore Trails Network
Opportunities & Challenges

•Counties and towns are convinced (mostly) of the the 
economic, equity, health, and social benefits of trails 

•100 miles of abandoned or inactive rail lines that could 
become trails to connect communities.

•Federal Infrastructure funds are available and some state 
funds to create trails, bikeways. 

•Barriers – 
• Lack of staff, resources to apply for and manage federal grants. 
Facilitating consensus, MOA working across jurisdicitions. 

• Creating safe crossings across infrastructure barriers including 
major highways like Route 50. 

• Concerns about liability and potential negative impact to fishing 
and farming, rural way of life.



Success Story: 
PocomokeForest 
Wildlands Trails


