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1970s: New Park and High 
Hopes



Then came tough times…



2017 - Starting Up Again



2018 Interim Nature Center



2017-2020 Reopening and 
Extending Trails



Where to Next?



Well, there was an old house in 
the woods…



That was built by a very special 
man …

Enoch George Howard



His and his family’s graves were 
also still there… obscured by 

weeds



As well as the ruins of the former 
Great House, Locust Villa



This heritage needed to be 
cherished… the story told.



Our Park Family is small… we had 
no hope of doing this by ourselves



But our friends are many!!!



We invited all MPS Central Region to lend 
a hand…



Many Hands made for
Quick Work



DNR Historic Preservation 
Specialist Pete Morrill chipped in…



…and then now-MPS Director 
Angie Crenshaw took a hand



And brought new friends to 
connect with the Howard Story



Outdoor Afro Leaders’ Trek



To visit Enoch, Harriet and 
Greenbury’s Legacy



Next we needed help clearing Enoch 
and Harriet’s Gravesites



…And that’s where CJC pitched in!



In two hard hot days CJC 
turned this thicket



…yard by yard…



…back into a beautiful, 
respectful Place of Rest.



After CJC was done, Maryland Historic 
Trust came along… with Ground 

Penetrating Radar



Revealing the exact resting places of 
the Howard Ancestors



Preservation Maryland and NPS helped 
us clean and reset the headstones



SHA’s Archeology Team Came 
to Help



And found amazing artifacts



At the end of the dig, we 
welcomed The Howards



So they could transmit their 
legacy to future generations



Now we needed a trail…



To connect Elton Farm Road to the 
houses and family cemetery



Which is being completed as 
we speak



What’s next… Great 
Maryland Outdoors Act



Freedman’s  State Historical 
Park



Freedman’s  State Historical Park



Stay Tuned!


