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1970s: New Park and High
Hopes
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2017 - Starting Up Again
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MARYLAND

to Next?




Well, there was an old house In
the woods...




That was built by a very special
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Enoch George Howard

main ...

MARYLAND HALL OF RECORDS
JOHN'S COLLEGE
MARYLAND

MONTGOMERY COUNTY ;gND RECORDS o
0 COURTHOUSE SQUA ST d
gCCKVILLE. MARYLAND ARNAFOLIS,

LIBER STS 5 FOLIO 282

MANUMISSION OF GECRGE ENOCH HOWARD

At the request of George Howard the following manumission waa
recorded the first day of April, 1851, To wit: To all whom

it may concern, be it known that I, Sarah Criffith of Montgomery
County in the State of MNaryland, for diverse good causes and
considerations me thereunto moving, have released form slavery,
manumitted and set free and by these presents do hereby release
from slavery, liberate, manumit, and set free my negro named
George Howard belng of the age ofthirty six years and able to
work and maintain gain & sufficient livelihood and maintenance
and him, the said negro man named George Howrd, I do declare to
be henceforth free, manumitted and discharged from all manner
of service or servitude to me, my executors and administrators
forever., In witness whereof I hereuntc subscribe my name and
offer my seal this thirty first day of March, eighteen hundred
and fifty one.

Sarah Griffith



His and his family’s graves were
also still there... obscured by




As well as the ruins of the former
Great House, Locust Villa




This heritage needed to be
cherished... the story told

Stick of
dynamite
stirs ity

200,000 Voices
Will Be 'Heard'
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Our Park Family is small... we had

is by ourselves

th

ing

AR - o s = X

no hope of do




y

iends are man

1611

But our fr




to lend

101

ted all MPS Central Reg
a hand

111V1

We

&

A &
] :S._
&

! 04




Many Hands made for
uick Work




DNR Historic Preservation
Specialist Pete Morrill chipped in...




...and then now-MPS Director
Angie Crenshaw took a hand
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And brought new friends to
connect with the Howard Stor
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Outdoor Afro Leaders’ Trek
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ext we needed help clearing Enoch
and Harriet’s Gravesites
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In two hard hot days CJC
turned this thicket




yard by yard




...back into a beautiful,
respectful Place of Rest.




After CJC was done, Maryland Historic
Trust came along... with Ground
Penetrating Radar




MARYLAND

Revealing the exact resting places of
the Howard Ancestors




Maryland and NPS helped

us clean and reset the headstones
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SHA’s Archeology Team Came
to Help




And found amazing artifacts
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At the end of the dig,
welcomed The Howards




it their
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Now we needed a trail...
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To connect Elton Farm Road to the
houses and family cemetery
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What’s next... Great
Maryland Outdoors Act

(Senate Bill 541)

AN ACT concerning

Natural Resources - Maryland Park Service and State Parks - Alterations
(Great Maryland Outdoors Act)




Freedman’s State Historical
Park

&) () (1) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLISH THE FREEDMAN’S
STATE HISTORICAL PARK AS A PARTNERSHIP PARK THAT SEEKS TO EDUCATE THE
PUBLIC ABOUT AND PRESERVE AND INTERPRET THE LIVES AND EXPERIENCES OF
BLACK AMERICANS BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY.

(2) FREEDMAN’S STATE HISTORICAL PARK SHALL BE HELD BY THE
STATE AS A STATE PARK UNDER THE PROTECTION AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE
DEPARTMENT.

«©) (D) THE—PARK FREEDMAN'S STATE HISTORICAL PARK SHALL
CONSIST OF PROPERTIES IN NORTHEASTERN MONTGOMERY COUNTY IN OR NEAR
THE COMMUNITIES OF BROOKEVILLE, OLNEY, SANDY SPRING, ZION, AND
LAYTONSVILLE THAT ARE:

(1) OWNED BY THE STATE AND DESIGNATED BY THE DEPARTMENT AS
PART OF THE PARK; AND

2 (@ OWNED BY A LOCAL GOVERNMENT, A BICOUNTY AGENCY,
OR A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION; AND

(I1) DESIGNATED AS PART OF THE PARK BY A PARTNERSHIP
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE OWNER OF THE PROPERTY AND THE STATE.




Freedman’s State Historical Park

emetery
nd Schoolhouse archeologieal sies
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em (current Rueal Legacy area)
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Stay Tuned!
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