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Background: the Invasive Hydrilla

ÅHydrilla Discovery Timeline
o 2013: Hydrilladiscovered in Deep Creek 

Lake; likely introduced through 
recreational boating.

o 2014: the department initiated 5-7 years 
of herbicide treatments for hydrilla control 
and a voluntary launch steward program to 
inspect vessels launching at the Deep 
Creek Lake State Park.

o 2019: Ongoing herbicide treatments and 
launch steward program.



Background: Maryland House Bill 860
House Bill 860 (2015)
ÅAquatic Invasive Species (AIS) ςInspection and Decontamination of Vessels (State Lakes Invasive 

Species Act of 2015)
o After April 1, 2017, it would be illegal for the owner of a vessel to launch in Maryland waters 

unless the owner has cleaned the vessel and removed all visible organic material. 
o Violators subject to fines of up to $2,500 for introducing Aquatic Invasive Species.
o Department required to convene a workgroup to evaluate actions that reduce the spread of 

AIS from vessels placed in 16 lakes owned and/or managed by the state. 

House Bill 860 Workgroup
ÅConvened Summer 2015. Outcomes:

o Recommended actions to reduce the spread of aquatic invasive species from vessels placed 
in lakes that are owned or managed by the state.

o To continue the voluntary vessel inspection and education and outreach effort.
o Lake management units would identify the most appropriate aquatic invasive species options 

to implement at each lake.
o Conducted baseline survey of all 16 state lakes.
o Provided a written report to the legislature by December 31, 2015.



Background:
Survey of Aquatic Invasive Species in Lakes
ÅTo establish a baseline, in the summer of 

2016 DNR biologists visited each state lakes 
and gathered data on submerged aquatic 
vegetation, mollusks, and algae.
Å29 species of submerged aquatic vegetation 

and six species of floating or emergent 
plants were documented during this survey. 
Invasive species were found in 11 of the 16 
reservoirs. 
ÅResults are summarized in a report 

available online: 
https:// dnr.maryland.gov/Invasives/Docum
ents/Aquatic-Invasive-Reservoir-
Summary.pdf

https://dnr.maryland.gov/Invasives/Documents/Aquatic-Invasive-Reservoir-Summary.pdf

