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Workgroup Goals

1. Produce an addendum to the Maryland Coast Smart Council - Coast Smart 

Construction Program 2020 for wastewater infrastructure projects

2. Clarify the existing guidance for application to wastewater construction and 

reconstruction projects

3. Mitigate future flood risks in a way that is judicious with public funds and 

cost-effective over the design life (or remaining useful life) of a facility

4. Prevent the intermixing of untreated wastewater with floodwaters during 

flood events - consider risk to the WWTP and risk from the WWTP

5. Align Coast Smart with ASCE 24-14 Building Codes, EPA, and FFRMS





Notes from Workgroup

- Letter of Support from Maryland 
Association of Municipal Wastewater 
Agencies (MAMWA)

- General agreement that there is a need for 
increased flood resiliency, and funding for 
that resiliency

- Appreciation for wastewater specific 
guidance



- Defined Design Flood Elevation (DFE) 
and Flood Protection Elevation (FPE) 
to align with 
consensus-based 
standards, 
MD Model Floodplain 
Ordinance, and 
building codes.
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- Clarifies calculation of Substantial Damage

- Responsible party for determining SD

- Calculation for a link in a system

- Built-in equipment inclusion
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- Clarified applicability 

- Substantial Improvement projects that are not also 
Substantial Damage

- Coastal Areas

- Pump stations
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- Provides suggestions for vulnerability assessment 
(even if Coast Smart does not apply)

- recommends prioritizing relocation when feasible 
to align with Coast Smart priorities

- Provided reminders for NFIP compliance.
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- Clarified that wastewater facilities are critical 
infrastructure

- Specified structural design calculations at the 
CRAB (DFE)

- Identified common design considerations (sump 
pump discharges, generator height, check valves, 
etc) - but not intended to be an exhaustive list
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- Provided NFIP guidance on wet and dry 
floodproofing

- Explained how to identify Coastal A zones and 
design implications
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Considerations

Gaps between State (Coast Smart) and Federal (FFRMS)

1. Applicability to structures in Riverine CRAB

2. Applicability to facilities

3. Applicability to Substantial Improvement projects

Thank you to the Workgroup members 
and the Coast Smart Council


