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4 CHESAREAKE & @G@ s

Certified five additional
Secured $51 03 million for the boatyards practicing pollution
Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays Trust prevention, resulting in a total
Fund, representing only the second time in state of 1 54 Maryland
history that it has been fully funded. Clean

Supplied ™K grants to aid local governments in coastal hazard preparedness, planning and
outreach: Baltimore City, Calvert County, the Town of Cambridge and the Town of Snow Hill.
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5. EISHERIES

Determined the abundance of spawning-age female blue crabs was 1 94 million-
nearly double the number from 2015-from the Blue Crab Winter Dredge Survey results.

ifferent speC|es

Stocked approximately 600 000 brown, golden rainbow and rainbow trout in more than
1 00 streams and waterways across the state during the spring and fall stocking seasons for recreational anglers.
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,Conducted more than

, other conservatlonpurposes totallng enough

.to plantover4 000 acres il ‘
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. Prowded $ 'y 85 in Volunteer Fire Assistance grants to 3 9ﬁre
\ departments across Maryland, and obtained $891 432 {
T worth of excess federal equipment at no. ¢ s "

cost to the state for ﬁghtlng wildfires.

&t

woodlands owned by famllles and prlvate |nd1V|duaIs to enable them to use their woqded ,
areas for relaxation and enjeyment and to help them make better homes for W|Idl|fe
~Almost 1 0 percent. of»the.sg%;es forests are in pnvate hands

Approximately 1 ,63 9individua|
landowners with a waterway on or near their
property received assistance from the Backyard
Buffers Program in the form of free tree

seedllngs to help stabilize stream banks whlle
protecting and improving water quality. .
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Safeguarded 4,888 more
acres through Program Open ; . 1 66 v 3 860
et Sblic cgnservagion Provided funding for Preserved an additional u® acres of land
p?eservatizn s e a; e local recreational projects, through the Rural Legacy Program, resulting in

os watershed and wildife protection, [0 UR Sommentypariesnd. @@ AG(Gy ¢ 28 SRR TOaera e ene
bringing total program acreage to playg : J gsp o '

approximately 331 ,000



8 NATURAL RESOURCES POLICES & g

Reinstituted aviation division
~ with refurbished Natura
opter resuming its place on

aid in emergency rescue mission:
as well as in protecting Maryland's
~ natural resou
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Promoted Natural Resource Police =~ = Graduated new officers from the
Officers to the ranks of Corporal, Sergeant, *+ police academy after several months
Lieutenant, Captain and Major. = & _itructi‘.on. < -
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9 PARK SERVICE

Expanded by 3 84 acres to a total acreage of 1 38,01 5,

and served 1 3 million visitors, with

1 5 out of
state parks filling

72 to capacity 1 1 2

times.
e -

Rated as above average or excellent by 88
percent of visitors surveyed
about their overall park outing.

Constructed amenities at several state parks,
including seven new playgrounds;a new
canoe launch, and an additional 7 5
miles in trails bringing the total

state park trail system

to 91 9 miles.
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FORESOURGIESSSESSMENT

Attained 47 percent of the 2025 Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement
management goal for submerged aquatic vegetation, with

approximately 91 621 acres recently observed in the bay.
7

Mapped a total of 680 miles of state shoreline from
several counties, and more than3 1 00 miles of Atlantic
Ocean coastal sea floor related J

to offshore sand resources for beach replenishment projects,
through the Maryland Geological Survey. il

Research Program conducted a total of 4 energy
" project reviews,z 5 of which were solar proposals.
The program assesses a variety

of approaches to meet Maryland’s long-term energy needs,
evaluating each in terms of environmental impact, reliability,
sustainability and affordability.
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