
 
THE MARYLAND WILDLIFE ADVISORY COMMISSION 

MINUTES – APRIL 16, 2014 
 
 

Chairman Plummer called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. 

  
 Introduction: New Member 

 New Commission member is Mr. Joseph S. Michael.  Mr. Michael is a prosecutor in Washington 
County and Deputy State’s Attorney.  Mr. Michael mentioned that he has done a lot of DNR 
prosecution but not so much lately.  Currently, Mr. Michael is a homicide prosecutor and 
administrator.  Mr. Michael lives and hunts on a family farm.  Since 1997, Mr. Michael has run a 
Regulated Shooting Area (RSA) on his family farm in Washington County.  Mr. Michael follows 
the (RSA) commercial rules, but it is not really a commercial operation; Mr. Michael allows one 
release a year for the last several years.  Also, Mr. Michael chases fox on the family farm.  

 Mr. Michael is actively involved in the conservation of wildlife.  In addition, Mr. Michael is a 
mounted fox hunter.  Mr. Michael is the chairman of New Market-Middletown Valley Hounds.  

 Mr. Michael is able to bring information to the Commission from a prospective that the 
Commission may not have about Sunday hunting and other issues.  Mr. Michael expressed that the 
current Sunday hunting dates are adequate. 

 Chairman Plummer clearly explained that the Commission members really appreciate balance on 
this body and Chairman Plummer welcomed Commissioner Michael to the Wildlife Advisory 
Commission. 

 The Commission received copies of the new members’ contact list along with the Commission’s 
Operating Guidelines [ATTACHMENT A]. The Commission also received a copy of the 
Commission member’s terms ATTACHMENT B]. 

  
 Approval for the April 16, 2014 Meeting Agenda 

 Motion: 
1. Commissioner Compton moved to accept the April 16, 2014 Meeting Agenda as presented. 
2. Commissioner Gregor seconded. 
3. All in favor.  Motion passed. 

  
 Approval for Minutes from March 19, 2014 Meeting 

 Motion: 
1. Commissioner Gregor moved to approve the March 19th meeting minutes as presented. 
2. Commissioner Rodney seconded. 
3. All in favor.  Motion passed. 

 
Nuisance Wildlife Control – Presentation given by Mr. John Griffin (note no relation to former DNR 
Secretary Griffin). 
 Mr. Griffin manages the Humane Wildlife Services section for the Humane Society of the United 

States (HSUS).  Prior to working with HSUS, Mr. Griffin owned a business in wildlife conflict 
resolution. Mr. Griffin has been working with HSUS since 2007.  

 The Humane Wildlife Services offers nuisance wildlife services to constituents in the metro and 
DC region. Humane Wildlife Services (HWS) provided assistance on over 2,000 jobs.  

 Mr. Griffin’s goal is to try to find effective and humane ways of solving conflicts along with 
keeping young animals with the family group.  Mr. Griffin and staff work together to reunite the 
young with the adult because in many cases the adult will keep trying to get inside; for an 
example, an attic to get to the young, which may cause more structural damage.  

 Mr. Griffin presented a Power Point Presentation of the Humane Wildlife Services.  Mr. Griffin 



Maryland Wildlife Advisory Commission 
Minutes, April 16, 2014 Page 2 of 9 

 
outlined the approached of the Humane Wildlife Services in regards to nuisance wildlife services 
to advise, reduce, eliminate, and prevent wildlife issues or property, which is in the spirit of the 
law and regulations. 

 Mr. Griffin and staff use a lot of video camera equipment in surveillance of wildlife to assess the 
situation and decide the best technique to use. 

 Mr. Griffin pointed out that when staff from HWS talk to their clients/general public most of them 
are pretty set on wildlife only exists in a “wild place” or natural areas.  Many of our native wildlife 
species can adapt to human environments.  HWS staff do not set traps to relocate or kill animals. 
HWS staff makes sure all the animals are out by installing customized one-way entry door. 

 Mr. Griffin mentioned that it is not just operators or people that are performing these services 
without licenses; it is also homeowners with an imperfect understanding of wildlife or no 
understanding of wildlife.   

 Details of Mr. Griffin’s Power Point of Humane Wildlife Services are in APPENDIX I. 
 Chairman Plummer thanked Mr. Griffin for the presentation on nuisance wildlife control.  

Chairman Plummer added that if there was anything that WAC can do to get this information out 
to public, please let the Commission know. 

 Question and answers followed. 
Break from 10:35 AM to 10:45 AM 
 
2014 Legislative Session Outcome – Presentation given by Director Paul Peditto. 
 Director Peditto handed out the 2014 Legislative Session Outcome Summary to the Commission. 

[ATTACHMENT C] 
 Director Peditto summarized some of the wildlife related bills from the 2014 Legislative Session.   
 The highlight for the Department and the Administration was the expansion of the Wildlands 

System, which was SB336/HB 296 Natural Resources – Wildlands – Designation of New 
Wildlands.  SB 336/HB 296 passed. This included adding nine wildlands to the current statewide 
total. The Commission received a briefing on the Wildlands several months ago.  This is good 
news for conservation, hunting, fishing communities.  The wildlands have the rarest species and 
best habitat onsite – this raises the ecological bar for Maryland and preserves some of the best and 
most unique places in our state. 

 SB 231 Bow Hunting – Possession of Handguns for Protection –hoping that this does not result in 
an increase of bear kills.  SB 231 passed.   

 SB472/HB406 Allegany County, Garrett County, and Washington County – Sunday Hunting – 
allows Sunday hunting for all species except for migratory game birds and wetlands game birds on 
both private and public lands.  WHS staff are in discussions as to how to proceed with this new 
authority that has been granted to the Department.  SB 472/HB 406 passed. 

 SB 473/HB432 Frederick County – Deer Hunting - Sundays –SB 473/HB 432 passed. 
 SB 966 Charles County and St. Mary’s County – Deer Hunting - This bill requires the Department 

to implement an additional 90 day firearms deer hunting season from Jan 1 to March 31, including 
all Sundays, in Charles and St. Mary’s county. Also authorizes extensive access to public lands by 
private deer damage permit holders – all during the Jan to March time period.  The Department did 
not support this bill.  The Maryland Farm Bureau and Maryland Horse Council supported this bill.  

 Director Peditto highlighted the remaining bills in 2014 Legislative Session Outcome Summary 
[ATTACHMENT C]. 

 Commissioner Compton commented that the Maryland Bowhunters Society did not comment or 
testify on any of the archery related bills. 

 Questions and Answers followed. 
1. Commissioner Compton suggested that the Commission should go on the record about SB 966.  
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The MFB supported SB 966 and was behind SB 966.  Commissioner Compton pointed out that 
this is grievous and a violation of sound wildlife management practices – that is what 
implementation of SB 966 demonstrates.  Commissioner Compton personally felt that SB 966 
was a slap in the face as a member of the Commission and the passing of SB 966 sets-up a 
dangerous precedent.  Commissioner Compton expressed that SB 966 stands so far outside 
what was the norm of sound wildlife management practices and it has gone against the advice 
of the biologists and trained personnel – for this to be done on the political side, it is just 
unfortunate and wrong.  

2. Commissioner Boyles Griffin proposed that the Commission compile a letter to the Governor 
to veto SB 966. 

3. Commissioner Michael commented on the issue of granularity of all this; the process has 
become more and more politicalize in the legislature.  Commissioner Michael expressed 
disappointment in the authorization of Sunday hunting in the three counties, (Allegany, 
Garrett, and Washington Counties); this is still subject to regulations.  Commissioner Michael 
mentioned that from the hunters’ point of view it is very hard to understand.  Commissioner 
Michael added that when these things are being dealt with county by county, it invites every 
county to have a different local law.  The hunting population is the minority population; it 
invites perhaps the banning of hunting certain species and methods where hunting is least 
popular.  This is the whole legislature picture, which should be discouraged because it could 
backfire because it could go the other way; if invited.  Commissioner Michael observed that 
local bills are being more prevalent; it could go against the hunting community more often 
than go in favor.  It is already happening in other states.  When people asked the Governor to 
veto a local bill, most times the Governor does not want to step on local legislature toes. 
Commissioner Michael concluded that the Commission should encourage wildlife related bills 
on a state level through regulations and regulations could be more specific. 

4. Chairman Plummer commented that MFB was caught in the middle; MFB’s goal is to satisfy 
their constituency just like the local bills are trying to do.  However, Commissioner Compton’s 
point was the Commission is the liaison between the public and the Department.   Chairman 
Plummer posed that when the Commission starts supporting things outside of biology and 
taking regulations out of the control of the Department that is slippery slope.  Chairman 
Plummer acknowledged that if the Commission does not make a stance on this issue; it could 
open Pandora’s Box to a lot of things down the road.  Chairman Plummer agreed that this 
could be a very dangerous precedent that the Commission needs to consider a position.  
Chairman Plummer concurred with Commissioner Boyles Griffin and Commissioner Compton 
that the Commission needs to make some kind of point in whether in the minutes or a letter to 
the Governor. 

 Motion: 
1. Commissioner Gulbrandsen moved to send a letter to the Governor requesting to veto SB 966 

based on the Commission’s opinion. 
2. Commissioner Boyles Griffin seconded. 
3. Discussion: 

a. Commissioner Michael suggested that the letter be specific to the fact that it mandates the 
season and it takes regulatory authority out. 

b. Commissioner Gulbrandsen confirmed that the letter should include the opinion that the 
Commission had expressed in the past that these decisions are best made in context of 
sound management and science along with the statewide implementation. 

c. Chairman Plummer asked no further discussion. All in favor of a letter to the Governor to 
veto SB 966, this will be emailed to the Commission for consensus. 

d. Results: 6-supported and no opposed. 
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e. Motion passed. 

 Joint Chairmen’s Report on deer population management that is due December 31, 2014.   
1. The Horse Council was able to get a meeting with the Chair of House Committee and Chair of 

Senate Committee along with the Speaker, President, and ultimately with Secretary of the 
Department.   

2. Commissioner Michael met with the Speaker and others but was not in the meeting with the 
Secretary. 

3. No Wildlife and Heritage Service (WHS) staff members were included in those meetings. 
4. The outcome of those meetings included budget language that directs the Department to 

review the suite of deer management options that are available and report back to the General 
Assembly by December 31, 2014. 

5. Chairman Plummer concluded that the Commission needs to be consistent with dealing with 
issues that result in corresponding with the Governor or the Secretary.  Chairman Plummer 
requested that the press release discussion should be added as a future agenda item for the 
Commission.  

 
Maryland Farm Bureau Update – Presentation given by Matt Teffeau, Assistant Government 
Relations Director and Colby Ferguson, Government Relations Director. 
 Mr. Teffeau introduced Colby Ferguson, the MFB Government Relations Director. 
 Mr. Teffeau started Maryland Farm Bureau (MFB) Update with SB 966, which MFB supported.  

The MFB is an organization that works from the county and up.  The MFB supports longer deer 
seasons and/or longer firearms season for deer to control the deer population.  Mr. Teffeau 
understood the concerns of the Commission, especially about the loss of the antlers during that 
extended deer season.  That being said, the MFB decision making process is based on M 
FB policies.  

 Mr. Teffeau provided a list of wildlife related bills supported by MFB. [ATTACHMENT D]. 
 Mr. Teffeau pointed out MFB supports Sunday hunting statewide. 
 Mr. Teffeau informed the Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs – Senate Committee and 

Environmental Matters - House Committee that every year deer are costing about 7.0 to 8.5 
million dollars’ worth of damage.  In Western Maryland, the cost is around 4.5 million dollars, 
which is an economic loss. 

 Mr. Teffeau made the comment, both Sunday hunting bills related to Allegany County, Garrett 
County, Washington County, and Frederick County impact private lands only. 
1. Commissioner Michael responded that Mr. Teffeau’s statement on Sunday hunting bills is 

incorrect.   
2. Director Peditto explained that that SB 472/HB 406 and SB 473/HB 432 Sunday hunting bills 

impact both private and public lands.  WHS plans to open Wildlife Management Areas for 
Sunday hunting. 

 Mr. Teffeau informed the Commission that the MFB will urge the Governor not to veto the 
Sunday hunting bills.  These bills were vetted through the legislative process and the Department 
has provided information about the effectiveness of Sunday hunting. 

 Chairman Plummer mentioned that the Commission understands that MFB is working for your 
constituency and policies.  Occasionally, there will be some difference of opinion, and that is how 
it is going to be. 

 Mr. Ferguson mentioned one of the issues is deer management; Maryland is in the perfect zone for 
deer.  There is ample amount of food for the deer because of the crop lands. In Frederick County, 
85 percent of lands are agricultural or resources conservation management; when there is that 
much area to cover out of 426,000 acres, the deer can go anywhere. 
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 Mr. Ferguson highlighted the economic impact to commuters and motorists, particular in Frederick 
County.  Mr. Ferguson did not want it to be agricultural vs deer, because the agricultural 
community is not the only group impacted by deer. Mr. Ferguson collected information from 
DNR, AAA, and State Farm Insurance in Frederick County; deer cause an accident every 3.4 days.  
There were 1,600 deer and vehicle collisions in 2013. The average cost of an auto claim was 
$1,980.00 and the average property damage claim was $3,442.00.  The agricultural damage was 
around 4.2 million for Frederick County.  

Natural Resources Police (NRP) Update – Presentation given by Captain Ed Johnson.   
 Captain Johnson informed the Commission that the NRP Academy started on April 7th with 21 

cadets.  The field training will start in the fall.  
 Chairman Plummer expressed concern about hunters trying to figure all these changes; for 

example; where you can hunt, from when to when.   All of the changes put hunters in jeopardy/risk 
of illegal activity. 
 

Old Business 
 The “Use of Approved Contraceptive Agents on Free-Ranging White-tailed Deer Policy.” 

[ATTACHMENT E] 
1. Commissioner Boyles Griffin highlighted that this topic was prompted by a constituent’s 

(former WAC member) email to the Commission.  The constituent expressed excitement about 
some work being done in Baltimore County and Fairfax, Virginia and some other places on the 
use of approved contraceptive agents on free-ranging white-tailed deer. 

2. Commissioner Boyles Griffin acknowledged that the Department already has a policy on the 
use of approved contraceptive agents to manage white-tailed deer population in urban areas. 

3. Commissioner Boyles Griffin informed that Commission of a new deer management tool that 
is being used, called surgical sterilization.  For a long time, a lot of animal activists were not 
real keen on surgical sterilization because of the amount of mortality that occurred during post-
op or during the process of capture.  Commissioner Boyles Griffin pointed out that Dr. 
Anthony DeNicola has sort of perfected the surgical sterilization – Dr. Nicola has conducted 
this procedure in different places.  Dr.  DeNicola uses immobilization drugs and carrying out a 
surgical procedure that is not a full spayed but consists of an ovariectomy, which is minimum 
invasive compared to a complete spayed.  Dr. DeNicola with a team of four were able to 
surgically sterilize 140 does.  The mortality rate was 4; two of the animals were put down for 
humane reasons due to preexisting injuries; the third one fell down and injured it leg during the 
immobilization; the fourth one had complications during post-op.  Commissioner Boyles 
Griffin added that from humane stand point mortality was less than 1-percent, which is pretty 
good.  

 Sunday Hunting Discussion 
1. Chairman Plummer provided his background to Commissioner Michael.  Chairman Plummer 

is the past Maryland Waterfowlers Association and Sunday hunting does not impact hunting of 
migratory game birds.  Chairman Plummer also hunts other species.  Chairman Plummer 
attends many of the stakeholders, public meeting, and monitors many of the websites where 
discussions are posted.  Chairman Plummer visits Maryland White-tailed Deer and 
Duckhunter.net; from these sites one of the objections from the hunting community is private 
lands is just that.  Chairman Plummer pointed out, why shall one group get Sunday privileges 
and another group shouldn’t, that seems to be the biggest objection from the hunting 
community.  Chairman Plummer commented that he feels it is extremely valid why one group 
gets precedent over another on Sunday; safety issue comes up.  Chairman Plummer 
commented after talking with the Department; there is no safety issue as far as incidents 
between horseback riding and the hunting community. 
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2. Commissioner Compton outlined his background to Commissioner Michael.  Commissioner 

Compton spent 15 years as an officer of the Maryland Bowhunter Society.  Most of those 15 
years, Commissioner Compton spent as president Maryland Bowhunter Society.  
Commissioner Compton spends countless hours on Maryland’s hunting related websites along 
with in person meetings and sportsmen’s shows.  Commissioner Compton pointed out that 
most requests from hunters are related to Sunday hunting opportunities.  Everyone’s lives have 
become busier, and a lot of hunters are in that Monday through Friday schedule; and the 
weekends are precious. Saturdays may involve little league or softball, soccer, dance recitals, 
etc.; it makes the availability to go out hunting on Sundays all the more attractive to a lot of 
folks.   Maryland’s track record is proven historically. Commission Compton recalled that 
Director Peditto indicated that there has never been a recorded incident in the State of 
Maryland where a non-hunter has been injured by a hunter.  In fact, most of the hunting 
accidents that have been recorded are not weapons, but related to tree stand falls for not taking 
proper precautions.  In the minds and eyes of the hunters, this is not a safety factor; it should 
be considered why hunters are not allowed Sunday hunting as other recreational activity.  
Hunters are limited by the seasons; hunters regularly accept the limitations.  It has been proven 
that hunting is one of the safest recreational activities.  Commissioner Compton commented 
that he does not see why the horse community and the hunting community cannot co-exist, 
because we share the same fields, woods, and streams; we all have to learn to get along with 
one another and share the resources.  Commissioner Compton added that when there are 
people who get so defensive about their position and not communicating as user groups, it is a 
problem.  Commissioner Compton recalled that when he came to this Commission with heavy 
focus towards the bowhunters community, however, Commissioner Compton admitted that he 
has seen a lot and has earned a lot respect for the different user groups; even the Humane 
Society provides a whole new perspective on things.  Commissioner Compton acknowledged 
that serving on this Commission has been educational.  Commissioner Compton emphasized it 
is necessary to push for communication and working together on such issues. 

3. Commissioner Gulbrandsen commented that he would like to hunt any other game species 
other than deer on Sundays.  Commissioner Gulbrandsen added that he does his part in 
managing deer by deer hunting.  Commissioner Gulbandsen’s family farm is on a peninsula 
and there are no neighbors that do fox chasing, so there is no possibility that our hunting on 
that peninsula would have any effect on the neighbors.  There is water between Commissioner 
Gulbandsen’s family farm and the neighbors.  In fact on one side there is about 8 miles of 
water.  Commissioner Gulbandsen acknowledged that he never understood and probably never 
will understand the opposition towards allowing Sunday hunting on private lands.  
Commissioner Gulbandsen understood the opposition to hunt on Sunday on public lands 
because there are a lot of stakeholders involved, but as far as the opposition to not allow 
Sunday hunting on private lands - why not make Saturday or Thursday. 

4. Chairman Plummer recalled respecting the view point of former Commissioner Ed Fry 
(someone from the fox chasing community).   

5. Chairman Plummer asked, can fox chasers use - for example, a 100-acre farm for fox chasing, 
to Commissioner Michael. 

a. Commissioner Michael responded that minimum could be around 300 to 500 acres.  There are 
very few landowners that own that much property.  It depends on the size of the host. 

6. Commissioner Michael explained that it is not a safety issue because fox chasers do not go out 
once the deer season opens.  There is not a really problem with small game hunting and 
bowhunting.  Commissioner Michael informed the Commission that he is not against Sunday 
hunting.  Commissioner Michael expressed that hunters have enough hunting days.  
Commissioner Michael added that the fox chasers moved their activity from Saturday to 
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Sunday during the deer firearms season.  Commissioner Michael informed that his hunting 
club fox chases on Thursdays and Sundays.  Commissioner Michael commented that people do 
not want to go because they do not want a conflict.  Commissioner Michael also commented 
that he rides on Sundays on his land because it is extremely uncomfortable to have that 
conflict.  The Department moved the beaver season around because trappers cannot get in 
during the deer season because of access as an accommodation.  The Department moves 
seasons around for the wild turkey season because of conflicts on baiting.  You avoid your 
sport because of the conflicts or perceived conflicts.  

7. Commissioner Boyles Griffin asked Commissioner Michael, are you riding on your land or are 
you riding private and public lands. 

a. Commissioner Michael responded he rides mostly private lands and there is one location on 
public. 

8. Commissioner Boyles Griffin asked Commissioner Michael where the conflict is for you when 
riding on Sundays. 
a. Commissioner Michael responded the hunter is unhappy with Commissioner Michael for 

disturbing the deer, even when Commissioner Michael is riding on his property on 
Saturdays so Commissioner Michael waits until Sunday to ride.   

b. Commissioner Compton illustrated Commissioner Michael experiences with hunters.  
Commissioner Compton clarified that Commissioner Michael is riding on his property; the 
hunter must be within eye sight of Commissioner Michael.  The hunter is hunting on his or 
her private property, which is engaging in a legal and lawful activity, but he or she is 
dissatisfied because Commissioner Michael is riding on his property, Commissioner 
Compton would respond to “get over it” to Commissioner Michael and the hunter that is 
upset.  Commissioner Compton explained that Commissioner Michael has a right to ride 
and the hunter has a right to hunt.  Commissioner Compton reiterated that it is not a safety 
issue.   

c. Commissioner Boyles Griffin understood the horse community and fox chasers are 
uncomfortable in riding on the days where there is hunting. 

d. Commissioner Compton indicated there are enough days for all user groups to share 
Sundays. 

9. Commissioner Michael outlined the problems: sound is an issue (firearms scare horses) and 
lack of enjoyment comes with riding and fox chasing on Sundays when there is hunting.  It is 
uncomfortable for some people that are using their backyards.  There should be a day that 
people are certain that there is no hunting.  Commissioner Michael added that maybe the 
answer is the time of day.  Commissioner Michael emphasized the way of getting over it by 
these user groups is by moving their activity to Sundays.  This organization could take a 
responsible statewide view on Sunday hunting that would satisfy a lot of people.  
Commissioner Michael suggested that if we took the best Sundays and limit Sunday hunting to 
those best Sundays, which is occurring in Washington County (we live with that).  
Commissioner Michael pointed out that the horses need exercise. Commissioner Michael does 
not ride during the rut, out of respect to my family.  Commissioner Michael indicated it is 
important to note that we are talking about public lands in his counties.  Commissioner 
Michael expressed that he does not want to get in a fight with anyone. 
a. Chairman Plummer responded that he hopes it would never get to that point.  Chairman 

Plummer recalled serving on the Commission with Dr. Joe Lamp (animal rights activist) 
and how Chairman Plummer and Dr. Lamp became good friends on the Commission.  
Chairman Plummer felt that Dr. Lamp was good for the Commission.  Chairman Plummer 
added having different viewpoints are good for the Commission to get different sides and 
those different viewpoints are respected.  The Commission members have to work 
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together. 

b. Commissioner Compton commented that having this type of dialogue is also good for the 
Commission.  Commission Compton expressed that this dialogue has been educational and 
this is the type of dialogue that should be conducted in the general community.  
Commissioner Compton recalled when he visited Carroll County on the local level trying 
to get the Sunday hunting; Commissioner Compton tried to get meetings with the horse 
community and equestrian community – Commissioner Compton requested their concerns 
because the Maryland Bowhunters Society has a newsletter to reach out to our 
constituency.  There is an electronic version of the newsletter to reach people in different 
parts of the State, which could provide an opportunity to outline the concerns of the other 
user groups. 

c. Commissioner Compton expressed one comment to tag onto Commissioner Michael’s last 
comment.  Commissioner Compton mentioned that the thing that bothered him the most 
about the recent comments in the media about pending legislation for next year about the 
“Safe Sunday Act”.  Commissioner Compton indicated the “Safe Sunday Act” has the 
connotation that hunting is unsafe.  Commissioner Compton expressed he really cherishes 
the sport of hunting.  Commission Compton informed the Commission he has been a 
hunter safety instructor for many years and to read those comments is very upsetting. 

10.  Commissioner Michael drew attention to the, Department who has completed the hunting 
regulatory process so the Commission has some time to gather information.  Commissioner 
Michael pointed out that the key is to get information to the Commission from the Department. 
a. Chairman Plummer reminded the Commission, the Commission cannot wait to have 

further Sunday hunting discussion in October or November - it would be too late. 
b. Director Peditto informed the Commission, the Commission had fox chasers served on the 

Commission.  Fox chasers have been involved in our stakeholders’ process.  Director 
Peditto recalled Nancy Hill, at the time the lobbyist for the chasing community, would 
provide presentations to the Commission and staff.  The Department modified proposals to 
expand fox killing opportunities as a compromise with the chasing community.  The 
Department carried the water against the animal rights community – protecting the fox 
chasing privileges.   

11. Director Peditto informed the Commission that the Department has to do regulations in regards 
to the mandates from the General Assembly; will need to be implemented for 2014-2015 
hunting season.  

12. Commissioner Michael understood that SB 966 is mandated.  Commissioner Michael asked 
how we get the information out to the stakeholders in regards to the Western Maryland Sunday 
hunting.   
a. The Wildlife and Heritage Service (WHS) develops the proposals and presents those 

proposals to the Commission for input and a vote. 
b. Once the proposals have been supported, WHS sends the proposals to the Maryland 

Register. 
13. Chairman Plummer concluded that compromise has always worked for this Commission.  

Chairman Plummer suggested the members of this Commission can start the conversations 
with the Commission, it is better than to take it through the legislation because someone is 
going to be disappointed on the legislative side.  Chairman Plummer also suggested that the 
Commission should be a conduit to these conversations. 

 
New Business 
 No report. 
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Adjournment 
 The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 P.M. 

 The next meeting will be held at 9:30 A.M. on Wednesday, June 18, 2014 in the Tawes State Office 
Building, C-1 Conference Room; Annapolis, Maryland. 
 
 

Attendance 
Members: L. Compton, S. Boyles Griffin, T. Gregor, E. Gulbrandsen, J. Michael, J. 

Plummer, and C. Rodney 
Absent: G. Fratz and Wojton 
Guest: M.Teffeau 
Staff: E. Johnson,  P. Jayne,  P. Peditto, T. Spencer,  and K. Stonesifer 

 
































































