
 
THE MARYLAND WILDLIFE ADVISORY COMMISSION 

MINUTES – MARCH 28, 2018 
 
 
Chairman Compton called the meeting to order at 9:45 a.m. 
 

 Approval for the March 18, 2018 Meeting Agenda 
• Motion: 

1. Commissioner Gulbrandsen moved to approve the March 18, 2018 Wildlife Advisory 
Commission Meeting Agenda. 

2. Commissioner Gregor seconded. 
3. All in favor.  Motion passed. 

 
Approval for Minutes from January 17, 2018 Meeting 

• Motion: 
1. Commissioner Schroyer moved to approve the January 17th meeting minutes as presented. 
2. Commissioner Weinberg seconded. 
3. All in favor.  Motion passed. 

 
Finalize Selection of 2018-2019 Waterfowl Hunting Seasons – Presentation given by Waterfowl Project 
Leader Josh Homyack. 

• Waterfowl Project Leader Josh Homyack provided a summary of the Migratory Game Bird 
Population Status Update in a Power Point Presentation. [ATTACHMENT A] 

• Josh reminded the members of the Commission that they received a copy of the proposals of the 
2018-2019 waterfowl hunting seasons via email.  Also, the Commission received a copy of the 
agenda from the public meeting that was held on March 6th along with the finalize selection of the 
2018-2019 Waterfowl Hunting Seasons. [ATTACHMENT B] 

• There is a decline in the mallard population in the Atlantic Flyway.  For the 2019-2020 waterfowl 
season, there will likely be a reduction in bag limit and/or season length for mallards.  

• Staff received a fair amount of public comment via the DNR website.  The public meeting held at 
Chesapeake College had six individuals from the public attend.  Most individuals are commenting 
on the website instead of attending a public meeting. 

• Most of the comments received were outside of the federal frameworks. Namely, hunters want to 
hunt through February and harvest more birds, which cannot be done.  

• Questions and Answers Section: 
1. Commissioner Michael asked is the long term average based on the average since we have 

been collecting the average or is it based on the number of years of collecting the long term 
average. 
a. It is the long term average since staff have been taking the data for that survey. 

2. Commissioner Michael asked what determines the boundary for the September Teal Season. 
a. Staff did not want to put the teal boundary where there is little teal.   
b. The other reason has to do with the special methods for the Resident Canada Goose 

Season, and staff cannot allow the September Teal Season to be opened during the time 
period that the special methods are used for the Resident Canada Goose Season. 

c. On the west side of the boundary, there are a lot of Resident Canada Goose and very little 
Teal so by not having the Teal Season statewide, Maryland is able to manage Resident 
Canada Geese with the special methods. 

d. USFWS determines the federal frameworks, and there are no plans to stagger the 
frameworks in the Atlantic Flyway which covers from Maine to Puerto Rico.  USFWS has 
no plans to create duck zones. 
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e. USFWS allows Resident Canada Geese zoning because of the problems that resident 
Canada geese cause. 

f. The Atlantic Flyway Council submitted a recommendation last year to extend the duck 
season to January 31st to the USFWS. 

g. The Maryland Duck Season ends on January 26th because Maryland prohibits migratory 
game bird hunting on Sundays. 

• Motion: 
1. Commissioner Michael moved to accept the Finalized Selections of the 2018-2019 Waterfowl 

Hunting Seasons. 
2. Commissioner Gulbrandsen seconded. 
3. Motion passed with one abstention.  

 
Migratory Game Bird Advisory Committee Report – Presentation given by Game Bird Section Leader 
Bill Harvey. 

• As a reminder, the Migratory Game Bird Advisory Committee is an appointed body by the 
Governor like the Wildlife Advisory Commission. 

• It is a nine member body and there are no vacancies at the current time. 
• Ladd Johnson is the Chair of the Migratory Game Bird Advisory Committee. 
• Staff members have a really great relationship with the members of the Migratory Game Bird 

Advisory Committee (MGBAC). 
• The members of the MGBAC meet face to face once a year at a minimum.  There is a least one 

conference call in preparation of the proposed migratory game bird hunting seasons. 
 
Finalize Selections of 2018-2020 Hunting Regulations – Presentation given by Associate Director 
Karina Stonesifer. 

• The Commission received a copy of the 2018-2020 Game Species Proposed Changes document. 
[ATTACHMENT C] 

• There was a public comment period online with over 200 comments received.  Staff held two 
public meetings, one held in Frostburg and the other one in Annapolis.  Staff also received 
comments from email, telephone calls, and letters. 

• Associate Director Stonesifer presented the Finalized Selections of 2018-2020 Hunting Seasons in 
a Power Point for the Commission’s approval. [ATTACHMENT D] 

• The Commission members decided to vote on each proposal separately. 
• Proposal: Black Bear – Increase the length of the bear hunting season by one day at the end of the 

season (Monday – Friday after the early muzzleloader deer hunting season). 
1. Motion: 

a. Commissioner Michael moved to support the proposal to increase the length of the bear 
hunting season by one day at the end of the season. 

b. Commissioner Gregor seconded. 
c. Commissioner Boyles Griffin commented that the constituency that she represents would 

be opposed to adding a day to the black bear hunt because the additional day could 
potentially allow more black bears to be taken. 

d. Motion passed with one opposed. 
• Proposal: Webless Migratory Game Birds – Add additional hunting days to webless migratory 

game bird seasons in response to a recent change by USFWS granting compensatory days to states 
where Sunday hunting for all migratory game birds is prohibited by state law. 
1. Motion: 

a. Commissioner Michael moved to support the proposal to add additional hunting days to the 
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webless migratory game birds season in response to a recent change by USFWS granting 
compensatory days to states where Sunday hunting for all migratory game birds is 
prohibited by state law. 

b. Commissioner Gregor seconded. 
c. Motion passed with one abstention. 

• Proposal: Pheasant – Increase the pheasant daily bag limit from one male to two either sex. 
1. Commissioner Michael suggested that the pheasant season extend through the end of small 

game season because there is active upland hunting during that time period.  
2. Motion: 

a. Commissioner Michael moved to accept the increase in the pheasant daily bag limit from 
one male to two either sex. 

b. Discussion ensued about extending the pheasant season through the end of February. 
c. Commissioner Gulbrandsen called the question to approve the current considered action 

and then have a motion to extend the pheasant season. 
d. Commissioner Schroyer seconded. 
e. Motion passed as presented with 1-abstain. 

• Introduced Proposal from the floor: Pheasant – Extend the pheasant season to the end of February. 
1. Motion: 

a. Commissioner Michael moved to extend the pheasant season to the end of February. 
b. Commissioner Gulbrandsen seconded. 
c. Motion passed with one abstention. 

• Proposal: Wild Turkey – Extend the length of the fall turkey season by one day.  The season 
would begin on the last Saturday in October and last 9 days, ending on the 1st Sunday in 
November.  This proposal will impact Allegany, Garrett, and Washington Counties. 
1. Motion: 

a. Commissioner Michael moved to accept the extended length of the fall turkey season by 
one day. 

b. Commissioner Gregor seconded. 
c. Motion passed with one abstention. 

• Proposal 1: White-tailed Deer – Change the statewide antlered deer bag limit to two antlered deer.  
A third antlered deer will be available as a bonus in Region B only.  The daily bag limit will be 
one antlered deer. 
1. Motion: 

a. Commissioner Gulbrandsen moved to change the statewide antlered deer bag limit to two 
antlered deer and a third antlered deer will be available as a bonus in Region B only. 

b. Commissioner Schroyer seconded 
c. Motion passed with one abstention. 

• Proposal 2: White-tailed Deer – Remove the requirement to harvest two antlerless deer in Region 
B before using a Bonus Antlered Deer Stamp. 
1. Motion: 

a. Commissioner Michael moved to remove the requirement to harvest two antlerless deer in 
Region B before using a Bonus Antlered Deer Stamp. 

b. Commissioner Gulbrandsen seconded. 
c. Motion passed with one abstention. 

• Proposal 3: White-tailed Deer – Increase hunting opportunity on Public Land in Region A by 
allowing either sex deer harvest during the early muzzleloader season. 
1. Motion: 

a. Commissioner Michael moved to increase hunting opportunity on Public Land in Region A 
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by allowing either sex deer harvest during the early muzzleloader season. 
b. Commissioner Weinberg seconded. 
c. Motion passed with one abstention. 

• Proposal 4: White-tailed Deer – Change the region B archery antlerless bag limit from unlimited to 
15. 
1. Motion: 

a. Commissioner Gulbrandsen moved to accept the change to the Region B archery antlerless 
bag limit from unlimited to 15. 

b. Commissioner Michael seconded. 
c. All in favor.  Motion passed.  

2. Discussion ensued in developing hunting zones to allow more antlerless deer taken in the 
urban areas.  

3. Motion:  
a. Chairman Compton asked for resolution to support the Wildlife and Heritage Service in 

establishing some method to identify these areas and to address this problem more 
thoroughly. 

b. Commissioner Michael expressed support in respect to Chairman Compton’s position. 
Commissioner Michael moved to have the Wildlife and Heritage Service to look into deer 
control through recreational hunting in those areas with high deer populations in the 
suburbs.  

c. Commissioner Boyles Griffin recommended that the Wildlife and Heritage Service add the 
use of non-lethal methods along with already lethal methods to reduce the deer population 
statewide. 

d. Commissioner Weinberg suggested that Deer Project Leader Brian Eyler and his team 
along with Director Peditto should decide the best way to manage the deer population.   

e. Commissioner Weinberg noted that Maryland is not a big state but it is a long state.  In 
Region B, Maryland has the Eastern Shore, Southern Maryland along with Central 
Maryland…the marshlands are different than the inside of the beltway. 

f. Deer Project Leader Eyler reminded the Commission about the November presentation that 
provided the average deer harvested is 1.9 deer per hunter that allows the Wildlife and 
Heritage Service to be broad in reference to season and bag limits in Region B.  Basically 
from the stand point of the Wildlife and Heritage Service, yes staff could have additional 
zones but it is not going to change the harvest because again the average hunter still only 
takes 1.9 deer a year.  The Game Mammal Section is fully aware of the situation.  

g. Commissioner Weinberg understood Deer Project Leader Eyler’s comments.  
h. The members of the Commission decided to table the decision to the Deer Management 

Plan Stakeholders meeting that will be held on April 11th from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm. 
i. Commissioner Michael withdrew his motion. 

• Proposal 5: Deer – Add additional archery hunting opportunities on Sundays in Allegany, Carroll, 
Frederick, Garrett, Kent, Montgomery, and Washington Counties. 
1. Chairman Compton explained that this proposal received the same public exposure as the other 

proposals. 
2. Deer Project Leader Eyler explained the current law on Sunday hunting and how this proposal 

fits into that. 
3. Commissioner Boyles Griffin stated that her constituency is against Sunday hunting. 
4. Commissioner Schroyer commented that in 2014 the legislature approved the three counties: 

Allegany, Garrett, and Washington to have the ability to hunt all game species on all Sundays. 
5. Commissioner Goetze commented for the record that he would like to see Baltimore County 

added to the list of counties that allow Sunday hunting.  Commissioner Goetze mentioned that 
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there is a serious deer population problem in Baltimore County.  The farmers are screaming 
about the deer population and Commissioner Goetze indicated that he thinks it is due to the 
lack of time that farmers and hunters have in the woods to manage the herd and having Sunday 
hunting will address that issue.  
a. Chairman Compton reminded Commissioner Goetze that Sunday hunting is decided by the 

legislature and not the Department of Natural Resources. 
b. Baltimore, Howard, and Prince George’s Counties do not allow Sunday hunting.  If the 

Commission had watched/listened to the Sunday hunting bill hearings, the Commission 
would have heard that the Sunday hunting bill would have allowed some Sunday hunting 
in Baltimore, Howard, and Prince George’s Counties. However, the local delegations for 
Baltimore, Howard, and Prince George’s Counties pointed out that they were fine as long 
as their counties were not listed as allowing Sunday hunting. 

6. Commissioner Michael expressed that he was not going to repeat his written comments but 
mentioned that there was no hue and cry for Proposal 5. 

7. Commissioner Schroyer responded with that said, anyone who is opposed to a proposal has the 
same opportunity to comment on the public forum.  

8. Commissioner Weinberg commented that each Commission member has his or her 
constituency that he or she speaks to.  Commissioner Weinberg reminded the Commission that 
this Commission is not a decision making body, but we do have a role to play.  Commissioner 
Weinberg expressed his concerns once the process gets past the point of external stakeholders, 
it would seem to him that if the Wildlife and Heritage Service is going to add something it 
should be something really compelling and a strong reason to do it as opposed to waiting until 
the following year to run it through the whole process. 

9. Chairman Compton pointed out that the hunting and trapping proposals come up every two 
years. 

10. Commissioner Weinberg indicated that this Commission tries to incorporate and communicate 
the best way as possible with the Wildlife and Heritage Service.  It is a matter of courtesy if 
nothing else; if something is going to be suggested that is going be controversial, the 
Commission should have the ability to run it through the process first. 

11. Commissioner Schroyer commented that each member of this Commission is here to do a job 
for his or her constituency.  This Commission is a small group and a lot of times the public 
does not get to us.  In this situation with Proposal 5, it did make it to the public comment 
period.   

12. Commissioner Gregor informed the Commission that she was not able to make the 
stakeholders meeting but Commissioner Gregor emailed and talked to people.  Commissioner 
Gregor added that her constituency is in support of the extra opportunity for Sunday hunting. 

13. Commissioner Gulbrandsen commented that this issue speaks not to the failure of the process 
but an issue with the timing of the process.  This process requires things to move fairly quickly 
and at a time when traveling may be impacted or Commission is unable to have a quorum and 
meet.  These things compounds the frustration of individuals.  Commissioner Gulbrandsen 
suggested to the Wildlife and Heritage Service to spread out the process more for the next time 
the two-year cycle for hunting and trapping seasons and bag limits. 
a. Associate Director Stonesifer supported the idea of starting the concepts and proposals 

earlier. 
14. Director Peditto added that he is glad that this process that the Wildlife and Heritage Service 

has implemented is so well accepted and important.   
15. Commissioner Boyles Griffin mentioned that the Wildlife and Heritage Service is acting like 

this proposal was housekeeping and it was not.  Sunday hunting is a very controversial issue in 
the State of Maryland. 
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16. Commissioner Gulbrandsen reminded the Commission that earlier this morning the 
Commission approved the expansion of pheasant hunt. This change occurred with no other 
public input and no one else is going to have a chance to comment on this change unless they 
read the Maryland Register. 

17. Commissioner Michael expressed that he appreciates the explanation as to how this situation 
could have happened.  Commissioner Michael added this was an additional concept after the 
external stakeholders meeting and was introduced after the public meetings.  Commissioner 
Michael also mentioned that the Commission meeting is a public meeting subject to record and 
meeting minutes. 

18. Commissioner Schroyer commented that the public had opportunity to comment so that 
process was not flawed.  If the Wildlife and Heritage Service does not have the flexibility to 
make a change like this at a later time, it forces individuals to go through the legislative 
process, which is not always a good thing.  The flexibility for the Wildlife and Heritage 
Service to make a change and there was opportunity for public comment…it should be okay. 

19. Commissioner Boyles Griffin pointed out that her suggestion is in line with Commissioner 
Weinberg.  Commissioner Boyles Griffin added when the Commission deemed something 
significant enough and it comes up at a later part of the process for the Commission to decide 
whether or not to wait another two-year cycle to have it go through the full process.  
Commissioner Boyles Griffin expressed that she would be in favor of that. 

20. Commissioner Weinberg commented that he agreed with Director Peditto that the process has 
to be the same regardless of what someone might think to be important. 
a. Staff could send to the Commission a proposal that comes in after the stakeholders 

meeting. 
21. Deer Project Leader Eyler clarified the potential Sunday hunting dates that this proposal would 

provide.  Deer Project Leader Eyler announced to the Commission that Proposal 5 additional 
deer hunting opportunities on Sunday in Allegany, Carroll, Frederick, Garrett, Kent, 
Montgomery, and Washington Counties was presented at both public meetings. 

22. Chairman Compton expressed as the senior member of this Commission along with that has 
attended every stakeholders meeting process since 1999.  It is not uncommon to see a proposal 
introduced at this junction.  This process is a work in progress from the beginning stages until 
it is released to the public for public input.  The process has worked for many years and it has 
been fine tuned and improved to the process that the Wildlife and Heritage Service has today.  
It is a process that is respected by many people including the hunting community.  The 
members of the hunting community feel that with this process, they are being heard unlike 
what they felt prior to this process.  Chairman Compton added also people believe it is a bona 
fide process that he applauds the Department for doing it the way the Department does, and he 
has full faith and confidence that the Department will fine tune it with our recommendations.  
Chairman Compton thanked the Commission members for their comments and the discussion 
is closed. 

23. Motion: 
a. Commissioner Gulbrandsen moved to accept additional archery deer hunting opportunities 

on Sundays in Allegany, Carroll, Frederick, Garrett, Kent, Montgomery, and Washington 
Counties. 

b. Commissioner Gregor seconded. 
c. Discussion: 

i. Commissioner Michael commented that it is important that the Wildlife and Heritage 
Service take the lead to have more regularity.  For the record Commissioner Michael 
stated that “I am not against Sunday hunting.”  Commissioner Michael indicated his 
concerns are related to the extent of Sunday hunting and limitations that it gives on 
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other opportunities and marginal aspects on seasons.  Commissioner Michael is not in 
favor of the expansion of Sunday hunting…the hunters have enough.  Commissioner 
Michael informed the Commission that he is a hunter.  There is a need to put our 
thinking caps on and make the seasons less confusing instead of going to the maximum 
allowed by the legislature.  The seasons should be applied as uniformly as possible.   

ii. Commissioner Boyles Griffin expressed that she is against Sunday hunting. There 
should be a day of peace and rest for the animals.  Commissioner Boyles Griffin 
realized that in these modern times there are restrictions on how much time people can 
spend hunting.  We are not living in Agrarian society anymore where a person can hunt 
the other days of the week and does something different on Sundays due to lifestyle 
changes.   

iii. Commissioner Boyles Griffin also added in respect that the impact of this particular 
proposal is going to have on Montgomery County which includes a lot of the 
constituencies that  she hears and normally contacts her on wildlife related issues 
especially deer; this proposal is going to have a substantial impact on them.  

iv. Director Peditto is committed to improve the concepts and proposals process.  
d. Motion Results: 5-support, 2-oppose, and 1-abstain.  Motion passed.   

24. Chairman Compton thanked staff for the presentations and the work that staff did on the 
proposals and the process.  Chairman Compton congratulated staff on another outstanding 
regulatory process.  

 
Break - 11:50 am to 12:05 pm 
 
2018 Legislative Session Update – Presentation given by Associate Director Glenn Therres. 

• Associate Director Therres provided a summary of the 27 bills that the Wildlife and Heritage 
Service was tracking to the Commission. [ATTACHMENT E] 

• The Commission can review natural resources related bills by going to 
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frm1st.aspx?tab=home, then click on By Broad Subject, 
where you can select Natural Resources (M1) or Hunting and Fishing (M2); this will provide the 
list of all bills under the Department’s jurisdiction or hunting and fishing section. 

• The results of the 27 bills are: 1 bill passed both House and the Senate; 7 bills failed or withdrawn; 
11 bills have passed one chamber and now is in the crossover chamber; 8 bills are still in the 
original chamber. 

• Commissioner Michael commented that whatever passes the Wildlife and Heritage Service should 
wait until the bi-annual regulatory process to adopt policy unless it is an emergency.  In the past, 
such changes would go through the Maryland Register as emergency regulation and it disvalues 
our regulatory process. 

 
Natural Resources Police Update – Presentation given by Lieutenant Jeffrey Sweitzer. 

• There are 36 individuals in the Academy.  There were a couple drop outs that were replaced by 
alternates. 

• Chairman Compton reiterated a comment that he made before related to NRP making traffic stops.  
The Commission enjoyed seeing the NRP officers focusing on protecting our natural resources 
including wildlife species.  Please drive home the point that the primary function of NRP is not 
traffic enforcement.   Lt. Schweitzer agreed and hoped that they would be focused on natural 
resources enforcement and not traffic or other crimes. 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frm1st.aspx?tab=home
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• NRP is now using e-tickets.  The requirement for an officer to be certified for using the e-ticket 
process is that they have to make 50 stops.  That is probably the reason why Chairman Compton 
saw more NRP officers conducting traffic stops. 

• Lt. Sweitzer will gather information as to how many NRP officers are on duty along with provide 
a statistical report of vacancies, etc. to the Commission on April 18th. 

 
Old Business: 

• Associate Director Jonathan McKnight reminded the Commission that staff brought the 
Recovering America’s Wildlife Act to the Commission’s attention at the January 18, 2017 WAC 
meeting.  The Commission was kind enough to agree to write a letter of support on behalf of the 
Commission to the Congressional members. 
1. Associate Director McKnight sent the Commission a summary of the Recovering America’s 

Wildlife Act via email. [ATTACHMENT F] 
2. There were 38 Congressional sponsors.  
3. It is an addendum to the Pittman-Robertson Act that would take money that comes from 

offshore and onshore drilling leases on federal lands, and put the money into the 50 states for 
conservation wildlife in general, specifically, non-game species.  Currently, this money now 
goes into general funds.   

4. The Commission also received a copy of the language via an email that would go into the letter 
of support to the Congressional members. [ATTACHMENT G] 

5. The funding would support projects that are linked to the State Wildlife Action Plan. The 
Commission gave an overview of the State Wildlife Action Plan in 2015 by Science Program 
Manager Gwenda Brewer.  In every state, the State Wildlife Action Plan is the blue print for 
spending the funds. 

6. In Maryland, the money will be used to support habitat that will help non-game and game 
species. 

7. Commissioner Gulbrandsen moved to accept the resolution as drafted by Associate Director 
McKnight. 

8. Commissioner Weinberg seconded. 
9. Motion passed with one abstention. 
10. Associate Director McKnight will bring a letter of support to the April 18th WAC meeting for 

the Commission’s signature. 
 

New Business – No New Business 
 

Adjournment 
• The meeting was adjourned at 12:38 P.M. 

 The next meeting will be held at 9:30 A.M. on Wednesday, April 18, 2018 in the Tawes State Office 
Building, C-1 Conference Room; Annapolis, Maryland. 
 

Attendance 
Members: L. Compton, M. Goetze, T. Gregor, E. Gulbrandsen, S. Boyles Griffin ,J. 

Michael, J. Schroyer, and R. Weinberg 
Absent:  
Guest: C. Ferguson 
Staff: B. Eyler, B. Harvey, J. Homyack, T. Larney, P. Peditto, T. Spencer, K. Stonesifer, 

J. Sweitzer, and G. Therres 
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