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Common Coniferous Tree Guide Key
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How To Use This Guide

This guide was created as an easyto-use reference for beginner
identification. It is not a comprehensive guide for all conifers found in
Maryland. Trees represented in the guide include those that are native to
Maryland, those that are introduced ( ), and those that are exotic
and create ecological problems {nvasive).

To use this guide, begin with the key on the previous page. Read the
statements and choose the statement that best matches the specimen you
are viewing. Proceed to the next statement that matches the specimen
you are viewing. Eventually, the key will lead you to the identification.
Terms used in the key are illustrated on pages ii - iii.

Photographs and images selected for this guide are intended to represent
commonly found phenotypes. Images are not to scale.

The following information will be listed for each species:

Common Name (Scientific namg
Leaf Description

Cone Description

Bark Description

Description of Overall Form

Too T o T Do

Common ldentification Terms: Scale -like Versus Needle

Scale-like and needle refer to the shape of the leaf. Are the leaves flat and pressed
against the twig? Or, are they narrow and elongated, extending outwards from the
twig? N \
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SCALE NEEDLE

Most cedars have scalelike leaves Pines, firs, spruces, and hemlocks typically
grow leaves as needles.




Common ldentification Terms: Woody Cones Versus Berry -like Cones

Cones can be woody or berry-like. Is the cone woody, or is it fleshy?
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BERRY-LIKE CONE

Common ldentification Terms: Clustered Versus Not Clustered

Clustered and not clustered refer to the arrangement of needle-like leaves. Do
multiple leaves appear to grow from the same point on the twig? Or, do they

appear to grow individually?

CLUSTERED NOT CLUSTERED

Pines grow needles in clusters, Spruces, firs, and hemlocks grow
sometimes called bundles or needles individually.
fascicles.

Common ldentification Terms: Cone Prickles

Cone prickles refer to spines that may be found on the tips of cone scales. Does
the cone have prickles? If it does, then are the prickles thin (easy to break) or
stout? a l \ % / :
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Scale-like

Northern White Cedar (Thuja occidental)s aka Arborvitae; commonly planted*

Leaves Cone Bark Form

AScalelike & 0.25 inch AlLeathery AFibrous, red-brown  ASmall-medium
long A0.5 inches long in color & turning APyramid shaped

AScales overlapping  AOblong & borne gray AOften has several

AlLeaf sprays flattened  upright main trunks

*Note: Oriental arborvitae (Platycadus orientalis) looks similar is often planted too. It has small, fleshy , 0.75 icondsng

Eastern Red Cedar (Juniperus virginiana

Leaves Cone Bark Form

A2 types- Y zinch ABerry-like ARed-brown AUp to 60 feet tall
scalelike & ¥ainch  AY, inch in diameter AlLong, fibrous AOval or column -
needle like ASpring- light green strips like in appearance

AFall- blue/ glaucous

Leaves, bark & form by "Steven J. Baskauf http://bioimages.vanderbilt.edu/"

All images by "Steven J. Baskauf http://bioimages.vanderbilt.edu/"

Cone by: © Copyright 2016, VT Dept. of Forest Resources and Environ. Conservation



Needles, Clustered, Clusters of 2

Virginia Pine (Pinus virginiana); aka scrub pine

Cone

AWoody

A1.52.5 inches long
AlLong, thin prickle

Leaves
A2/fascicle

A1.53 inches long
AYellow-green
ATwisted

Form

AUp to 70 feet tall

ASparse crown

AOften has dead,
gray branch stubs

Bark

AYoung- orange-
brown & scaly

AOId- thick, scaly
plates & cinnamon

(Pinus resinosp commonly planted

Leaves Cone

A2/fascicle Awoody
(sometimes 3) A1.5-3 inches long

A4-6 inches long Ashort prickle

AYellow-green

Bark Form

AYoung-red-brown  AUp to 100 feet tall
& scaly AStraight trunk

AOld- ridged & AOval-open crown
furrowed

Leaves, Cone & bark by "Steven J. Baskauf http://bioimages.vanderbilt.edu/"

Images by "Steven J. Baskauf http://bioimages.vanderbilt.edu/"
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