
February 2017 PROGRAM CALENDAR 
Come out and play at Patapsco Valley State Park 

& Soldiers Delight Natural Environment Area! 
 
 
 

Eligible for the Model B Junior Ranger program 
 
Eligible for the BARK Ranger program 

 
 
Every Sunday — Feathered Friends  — Soldiers Delight Visitor Center — 12 p.m. - 1 p.m. — Rain or shine! 
FREE; donations welcome. No registration needed! Fun for all ages! 
Spend the afternoon at the Visitor Center, and learn about birds up close with one of our avian educators! 
 
Thurs. February 2 — Groundhog Day  — Hilton Nature Center — 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. — Rain or shine! 
$3/person. Call 410-461-5005 to register. Fun for all ages! Rain or shine! 
Will Punxsutawney Phil see his shadow today? Join us for fun crafts and learn cool facts about groundhogs! 

 
Thurs. February 2 — Groundhog Day Celebration  — Soldiers Delight Visitor Center — 11 a.m. - 12p.m. 
Free; donations welcome. Call 410-461-5005 to register. Fun for all ages! Rain or shine! 

Groundhogs are famous for their mid-winter weather predictions. However, these large squirrel relatives have many other 
unique behaviors and habits.  Join us for a closer at the natural history of these rodents and the habitat we share. 
 
Sat. February 4 — Owl Prowl  — Soldiers Delight Visitor Center — 8 p.m. - 10 p.m. — Rain or shine! 
$5/person. Call 410-922-3044 to register. Fun for all ages!* 
Meet an ambassador owl from our aviary and take a one-mile hike to listen for wild owls. Learn about owl biology, habitat, 
diet and conservation. *Children under 16 must be with an adult.  
 
Sun. February 5 — Hidden Corners Hike  —  River Road in Sykesville  — 2 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. — Rain or shine! 
FREE; donations welcome. Call 410-833-5508 to register. Ages 12 and up.  
Come along on a 2-3 mile hike to rediscover and interpret little known historic features of northern Patapsco Valley State 
Park near Sykesville. Appropriate winter clothing will be a must, with possible snow on the ground. Meet at the parking area 
along River Road on the Howard County side about ½ mile down river of Sykesville. Look for the white Ford pickup.  
 
Fri. February 10 — Nature Stories and Crafts  — Hilton Nature Center — 11 a.m. - 12 p.m. — Shine only! 
FREE; donations welcome. Call 410-461-5005 to register. Fun for all ages! 
Join us for a fun-filled experience learning about the different kinds of animal relationships in nature! Listen to stories read 
by a ranger and create fun animal-themed crafts!  
 
Sat. February 11 — Winter Bird Hike  — Soldiers Delight Visitor Center — 8 a.m - 9 a.m. — Shine only! 
FREE; donations welcome. Call 410-922-3044 to register. Fun for all ages! 
Join a local ornithologist for a short hike to look for signs of wintering birds. Learn how to find and identify birds that stay in 
Maryland through the cold weather, and how they handle the elements. This is a good opportunity for birders of all skill 
levels. Bring binoculars if you have them, dress for the weather, and wear good shoes for walking.  

 
Sat. February 11 — Stargazing: Inside Planetarium  — Soldiers Delight Visitors Center — 8 p.m. - 11 p.m.  
FREE; donations welcome. Call 410-922-3044 to register. Fun for all ages! Rain or Shine!  

Tonight, we will be using an optical device for projecting images of celestial bodies and other astronomical phenomena onto 
the inner surface of our hemispherical dome (or rather...our auditorium)! Experience the stars inside tonight! 
 
Tues. February 14 — Love is in The Air  — Soldiers Delight Visitor Center — 12 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. — Rain or shine! 
$5/person. Call 410-922-3044 to register. Ages 18 and older.  
Come enjoy your Valentine’s Day by learning about courtship and mating rituals of Maryland’s native raptors. Meet several 

of our avian ambassadors up close as we explore their spectacular social mating behaviors.  



Tues. February 14 — Nature Relationships  — Hilton Nature Center — 3 p.m. - 4 p.m. — Rain or shine! 
FREE; donations welcome. Call 410-461-5005 to register. Fun for all ages! 
Discover the different kinds of relationships found in nature! From owls who mate for life, to wasps that need caterpillars to 
reproduce, to algae and fungi that can’t live without each other! Learn how wildlife has adapted to get along (or not), to keep 
the ecosystem healthy and diverse! 

 
Thurs. February 16 — Wild for Wildlife  — Hilton Nature Center — 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. — Rain or shine! 
$3/person. Call 410-461-5005 to register. Fun for all ages! 

Learn all about wildlife at the park! Play games, make fun crafts, and join us on a short hike!  
 
Sat. February 18 — Paws on the Trail  — Orange Grove Swinging Bridge — 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. — Shine only! 
FREE; donations welcome. Call 410-461-5005 to register. Ages 10 and up! 
Bring your furry friend to the park for a guided, leisurely 4-mile hike along the flat, paved Grist Mill trail. Learn how to 

keep your dog safe in the park, and train to become a volunteer BARK Ranger! All dogs must be leashed and up to date on 
vaccines.  Call ahead to sign up; space is limited to 15 dogs.  
 
Sun. February 19 — Storytelling Hour  — Soldiers Delight Visitor Center — 1 p.m. - 2 p.m. — Rain or shine! 
FREE; donations welcome. Call 410-922-3044 to register. *Fun for all ages! 
Come listen to short stories with a nature or animal theme in the Visitor Center. *Geared toward younger children. 
 
Weds. February 22 — River of History  — Orange Grove Swinging Bridge — 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. — Shine only! 
FREE; donations welcome. Call 410-461-5005 to register. Fun for all ages! 
Stroll alongside the scenic Patapsco River on a moderate 2-mile hike on paved, but hilly terrain.  Journey through time from 
the 1600’s to the present, as we visit historic sites and discuss the many changes that have taken place in the Patapsco River 
Valley. 

 
Fri. February 24 — Who Polluted the River?  — Hilton Nature Center — 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. — Rain or shine! 
$5/person. Call 410-461-5005 to register. Fun for all ages! 

Join us as we investigate the culprits of pollution with this fun, hands-on activity.  The answers may surprise you!  After the 
game, we’ll make fun crafts and even meet a real wildlife ambassador! 


