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MERKLE WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 
11704 Fenno Road
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772
Ph: 301-888-1377, 301-888-1410 MARYLAND DEPARTMENT  

OF NATURAL RESOURCES

SOUTHERN REGION

Hours of Operation: Sunrise to Sunset

Frank Oslislo Visitors Center

Driving Tour
Don’t feel like hiking? Take a drive 
on this 4.3 mile driving tour through 
the critical wetland habitat of the 
Patuxent River. The road leads you 
through woods, over non-tidal and 
tidal marshes and through open 
farm fields. Signage along the way 
explains some of the effects man 
has on the environment.

Merkle Wildlife Sanctuary 
Merkle Wildlife Sanctuary, the only such sanctuary operated by DNR, 
is the wintering ground for the largest concentration of Canada geese 
on the western shore of the Chesapeake Bay.

It was named after Edgar Merkle (1900-1984), an active 
conservationist who devoted much of his life to protecting wildlife. 
Starting with a handful of breeding pairs, a great deal of perseverance 
and a plan for habitat improvement, he eventually encouraged 
thousands of geese to feed and rest at the 400-acre farm. In 1970, the 
Merkles sold their land to the State. With the acquisition of adjoining 
tracts, the wildlife refuge now encompasses 1,670 acres.

HIKING
Four hikers-only trails

SIGHTSEEING
Many species call this park home

PICNICKING
Several scenic locations

FISHING
Five stocked ponds

A handsome building, the Frank 
Oslislo Visitor Center sits atop a rise 
overlooking several ponds and many 
acres of handsome fields and woods 
sloping down to the Patuxent River. Its 
two-story wall of windows and circular 
balconies face a spectacular view.

Inside, seasonal exhibits encompass a 
variety of environmental and wildlife 
topics, including the life history and 
management of the Canada goose. In 
addition to many kid-friendly displays, 
a discovery room stocked with crayons, 
books and dress-up clothes also 
features live turtles, snakes and toads. 

EMERGENCY AND 24-HOUR CONTACT INFORMATION

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE911

FOR PARK INFORMATION OR ASSISTANCE
CALL THE PARK RANGER

DUTY RANGER
443-975-4358

FOR 24-HOUR ASSISTANCE  
OR TO REPORT A VIOLATION 
CALL THE NATURAL RESOURCES POLICE

410-260-8888  
OR

1-800-825-7275
The Natural Resources Police (NRP) is the primary law enforcement  

agency for Maryland Wildlife Sanctuary’s.

Four trails, open to 
hikers only, wind 

through the upland 
forests and marshes 

of the Patuxent 
River. They range 

from .72 to 3 miles.

Nature Trails Fishing
Five stocked public ponds — open from April 
1 to October 1 — offer large mouth bass, 
blue gill and various other species. Refer to 
the Maryland Recreational Fishing Guide at 
eregulations.com/Maryland/fishing for 
other regulations  
and restrictions.

Several picnic tables are located around 
the sanctuary. Grills and open fires are 
not permitted.

Picnic in comfort

Upper Marlboro hosts one 
of the most diverse bird 
populations in Maryland. Bring 
your binoculars to glimpse 
a variety of hummingbirds, 
finches and purple martins. 
You’re likely to see great blue 
herons stalking their prey and ospreys nesting close 
to the Visitor Center. Other frequent sightings include 
white-tailed deer, red fox and skunk. 

Wildlife

The facilities and services of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources are available to all without regard to 
race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, age, national origin or physical or mental disability. This document is 
available in alternative format upon request from a qualified individual with disability.

Maryland Park Service
580 Taylor Ave. 

Annapolis MD 21401
877-620-8DNR (8367)

dnr.maryland.gov

Access for All
The Maryland 
Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) works 
to ensure that the 
State’s public lands 
are accessible to all 
citizens and visitors. 
DNR constantly seeks 
to expand accessibility 
to include people 
with disabilities. Staff 
members undergo 
training to be aware 
of the varying needs 
of a diverse public. 
Recognizing the non-
uniformity of disabilities, 
DNR staff are prepared 
to assist when and 
wherever possible

Dogs on a leash are 
welcome. Please 
remember to clean up  
after your pet.

Bring the dog
LEAVE NO TRACE
The Leave No Trace Seven Principles: (1) Plan Ahead 
and Prepare, (2) Travel and Camp on Durable 
Surfaces, (3) Dispose of Waste Properly, (4) Leave 
What You Find, (5) Minimize Campfire Impacts, (6) 
Respect Wildlife, (7) Be Considerate of Other Visitors
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Wildlife

The facilities and services of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources are available to all without regard to 
race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, age, national origin or physical or mental disability. This document is 
available in alternative format upon request from a qualified individual with disability.

Maryland Park Service
580 Taylor Ave. 

Annapolis MD 21401
877-620-8DNR (8367)

dnr.maryland.gov

Access for All
The Maryland 
Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) works 
to ensure that the 
State’s public lands 
are accessible to all 
citizens and visitors. 
DNR constantly seeks 
to expand accessibility 
to include people 
with disabilities. Staff 
members undergo 
training to be aware 
of the varying needs 
of a diverse public. 
Recognizing the non-
uniformity of disabilities, 
DNR staff are prepared 
to assist when and 
wherever possible

Dogs on a leash are 
welcome. Please 
remember to clean up  
after your pet.

Bring the dog
LEAVE NO TRACE
The Leave No Trace Seven Principles: (1) Plan Ahead 
and Prepare, (2) Travel and Camp on Durable 
Surfaces, (3) Dispose of Waste Properly, (4) Leave 
What You Find, (5) Minimize Campfire Impacts, (6) 
Respect Wildlife, (7) Be Considerate of Other Visitors
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The facilities and services of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources are available to all without regard to 
race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, age, national origin or physical or mental disability. This document is 
available in alternative format upon request from a qualified individual with disability.
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Access for All
The Maryland 
Department of Natural 
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to ensure that the 
State’s public lands 
are accessible to all 
citizens and visitors. 
DNR constantly seeks 
to expand accessibility 
to include people 
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members undergo 
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of a diverse public. 
Recognizing the non-
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The facilities and services of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources are available to all without regard to 
race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, age, national origin or physical or mental disability. This document is 
available in alternative format upon request from a qualified individual with disability.

Maryland Park Service
580 Taylor Ave. 

Annapolis MD 21401
877-620-8DNR (8367)

dnr.maryland.gov

Access for All
The Maryland 
Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) works 
to ensure that the 
State’s public lands 
are accessible to all 
citizens and visitors. 
DNR constantly seeks 
to expand accessibility 
to include people 
with disabilities. Staff 
members undergo 
training to be aware 
of the varying needs 
of a diverse public. 
Recognizing the non-
uniformity of disabilities, 
DNR staff are prepared 
to assist when and 
wherever possible

Dogs on a leash are 
welcome. Please 
remember to clean up  
after your pet.

Bring the dog
LEAVE NO TRACE
The Leave No Trace Seven Principles: (1) Plan Ahead 
and Prepare, (2) Travel and Camp on Durable 
Surfaces, (3) Dispose of Waste Properly, (4) Leave 
What You Find, (5) Minimize Campfire Impacts, (6) 
Respect Wildlife, (7) Be Considerate of Other Visitors

Daniel Bouw
m

eester

Come Explore!

Dominic M
orel

Published 06/2015
VERSION 150603

Ch
es

ap
ea

ke
 B

ay
 P

ro
gr

am

 La
ur

a 
Ca

tte
ll-

No
ll

St
ep

he
n 

J. 
Ba

dg
er

Alicia Pim
ental 

Stephen J. Badger

M
D DNR

Chesapeake Bay Program

Chesapeake Bay Program

Chesapeake Bay Program

Jim
 Gronaw

Jean M
eile

Trail Guide 12X16-Merkle 150603.indd   1 6/24/2015   12:22:00 PM

MERKLE 
WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 

MERKLE WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 
11704 Fenno Road
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772
Ph: 301-888-1377, 301-888-1410 MARYLAND DEPARTMENT  

OF NATURAL RESOURCES

SOUTHERN REGION

Hours of Operation: Sunrise to Sunset

Frank Oslislo Visitors Center

Driving Tour
Don’t feel like hiking? Take a drive 
on this 4.3 mile driving tour through 
the critical wetland habitat of the 
Patuxent River. The road leads you 
through woods, over non-tidal and 
tidal marshes and through open 
farm fields. Signage along the way 
explains some of the effects man 
has on the environment.

Merkle Wildlife Sanctuary 
Merkle Wildlife Sanctuary, the only such sanctuary operated by DNR, 
is the wintering ground for the largest concentration of Canada geese 
on the western shore of the Chesapeake Bay.

It was named after Edgar Merkle (1900-1984), an active 
conservationist who devoted much of his life to protecting wildlife. 
Starting with a handful of breeding pairs, a great deal of perseverance 
and a plan for habitat improvement, he eventually encouraged 
thousands of geese to feed and rest at the 400-acre farm. In 1970, the 
Merkles sold their land to the State. With the acquisition of adjoining 
tracts, the wildlife refuge now encompasses 1,670 acres.

HIKING
Four hikers-only trails

SIGHTSEEING
Many species call this park home

PICNICKING
Several scenic locations

FISHING
Five stocked ponds

A handsome building, the Frank 
Oslislo Visitor Center sits atop a rise 
overlooking several ponds and many 
acres of handsome fields and woods 
sloping down to the Patuxent River. Its 
two-story wall of windows and circular 
balconies face a spectacular view.

Inside, seasonal exhibits encompass a 
variety of environmental and wildlife 
topics, including the life history and 
management of the Canada goose. In 
addition to many kid-friendly displays, 
a discovery room stocked with crayons, 
books and dress-up clothes also 
features live turtles, snakes and toads. 

EMERGENCY AND 24-HOUR CONTACT INFORMATION

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 911

FOR PARK INFORMATION OR ASSISTANCE
CALL THE PARK RANGER

DUTY RANGER
443-975-4358

FOR 24-HOUR ASSISTANCE  
OR TO REPORT A VIOLATION 
CALL THE NATURAL RESOURCES POLICE

410-260-8888  
OR

1-800-825-7275
The Natural Resources Police (NRP) is the primary law enforcement  

agency for Maryland Wildlife Sanctuary’s.

Four trails, open to 
hikers only, wind 

through the upland 
forests and marshes 

of the Patuxent 
River. They range 

from .72 to 3 miles.

Nature TrailsFishing
Five stocked public ponds — open from April 
1 to October 1 — offer large mouth bass, 
blue gill and various other species. Refer to 
the Maryland Recreational Fishing Guide at 
eregulations.com/Maryland/fishing for 
other regulations  
and restrictions.

Several picnic tables are located around 
the sanctuary. Grills and open fires are 
not permitted.

Picnic in comfort

Upper Marlboro hosts one 
of the most diverse bird 
populations in Maryland. Bring 
your binoculars to glimpse 
a variety of hummingbirds, 
finches and purple martins. 
You’re likely to see great blue 
herons stalking their prey and ospreys nesting close 
to the Visitor Center. Other frequent sightings include 
white-tailed deer, red fox and skunk. 

Wildlife

The facilities and services of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources are available to all without regard to 
race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, age, national origin or physical or mental disability. This document is 
available in alternative format upon request from a qualified individual with disability.

Maryland Park Service
580 Taylor Ave. 

Annapolis MD 21401
877-620-8DNR (8367)

dnr.maryland.gov

Access for All
The Maryland 
Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) works 
to ensure that the 
State’s public lands 
are accessible to all 
citizens and visitors. 
DNR constantly seeks 
to expand accessibility 
to include people 
with disabilities. Staff 
members undergo 
training to be aware 
of the varying needs 
of a diverse public. 
Recognizing the non-
uniformity of disabilities, 
DNR staff are prepared 
to assist when and 
wherever possible

Dogs on a leash are 
welcome. Please 
remember to clean up  
after your pet.

Bring the dog
LEAVE NO TRACE
The Leave No Trace Seven Principles: (1) Plan Ahead 
and Prepare, (2) Travel and Camp on Durable 
Surfaces, (3) Dispose of Waste Properly, (4) Leave 
What You Find, (5) Minimize Campfire Impacts, (6) 
Respect Wildlife, (7) Be Considerate of Other Visitors
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MERKLE 
WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 

MERKLE WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 
11704 Fenno Road
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772
Ph: 301-888-1377, 301-888-1410 MARYLAND DEPARTMENT  

OF NATURAL RESOURCES

SOUTHERN REGION

Hours of Operation: Sunrise to Sunset

Frank Oslislo Visitors Center

Driving Tour
Don’t feel like hiking? Take a drive 
on this 4.3 mile driving tour through 
the critical wetland habitat of the 
Patuxent River. The road leads you 
through woods, over non-tidal and 
tidal marshes and through open 
farm fields. Signage along the way 
explains some of the effects man 
has on the environment.

Merkle Wildlife Sanctuary 
Merkle Wildlife Sanctuary, the only such sanctuary operated by DNR, 
is the wintering ground for the largest concentration of Canada geese 
on the western shore of the Chesapeake Bay.

It was named after Edgar Merkle (1900-1984), an active 
conservationist who devoted much of his life to protecting wildlife. 
Starting with a handful of breeding pairs, a great deal of perseverance 
and a plan for habitat improvement, he eventually encouraged 
thousands of geese to feed and rest at the 400-acre farm. In 1970, the 
Merkles sold their land to the State. With the acquisition of adjoining 
tracts, the wildlife refuge now encompasses 1,670 acres.

HIKING
Four hikers-only trails

SIGHTSEEING
Many species call this park home

PICNICKING
Several scenic locations

FISHING
Five stocked ponds

A handsome building, the Frank 
Oslislo Visitor Center sits atop a rise 
overlooking several ponds and many 
acres of handsome fields and woods 
sloping down to the Patuxent River. Its 
two-story wall of windows and circular 
balconies face a spectacular view.

Inside, seasonal exhibits encompass a 
variety of environmental and wildlife 
topics, including the life history and 
management of the Canada goose. In 
addition to many kid-friendly displays, 
a discovery room stocked with crayons, 
books and dress-up clothes also 
features live turtles, snakes and toads. 

EMERGENCY AND 24-HOUR CONTACT INFORMATION

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE911

FOR PARK INFORMATION OR ASSISTANCE
CALL THE PARK RANGER

DUTY RANGER
443-975-4358

FOR 24-HOUR ASSISTANCE  
OR TO REPORT A VIOLATION 
CALL THE NATURAL RESOURCES POLICE

410-260-8888  
OR

1-800-825-7275
The Natural Resources Police (NRP) is the primary law enforcement  

agency for Maryland Wildlife Sanctuary’s.

Four trails, open to 
hikers only, wind 

through the upland 
forests and marshes 

of the Patuxent 
River. They range 

from .72 to 3 miles.

Nature Trails Fishing
Five stocked public ponds — open from April 
1 to October 1 — offer large mouth bass, 
blue gill and various other species. Refer to 
the Maryland Recreational Fishing Guide at 
eregulations.com/Maryland/fishing for 
other regulations  
and restrictions.

Several picnic tables are located around 
the sanctuary. Grills and open fires are 
not permitted.

Picnic in comfort

Upper Marlboro hosts one 
of the most diverse bird 
populations in Maryland. Bring 
your binoculars to glimpse 
a variety of hummingbirds, 
finches and purple martins. 
You’re likely to see great blue 
herons stalking their prey and ospreys nesting close 
to the Visitor Center. Other frequent sightings include 
white-tailed deer, red fox and skunk. 

Wildlife

The facilities and services of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources are available to all without regard to 
race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, age, national origin or physical or mental disability. This document is 
available in alternative format upon request from a qualified individual with disability.

Maryland Park Service
580 Taylor Ave. 

Annapolis MD 21401
877-620-8DNR (8367)

dnr.maryland.gov

Access for All
The Maryland 
Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) works 
to ensure that the 
State’s public lands 
are accessible to all 
citizens and visitors. 
DNR constantly seeks 
to expand accessibility 
to include people 
with disabilities. Staff 
members undergo 
training to be aware 
of the varying needs 
of a diverse public. 
Recognizing the non-
uniformity of disabilities, 
DNR staff are prepared 
to assist when and 
wherever possible

Dogs on a leash are 
welcome. Please 
remember to clean up  
after your pet.

Bring the dog
LEAVE NO TRACE
The Leave No Trace Seven Principles: (1) Plan Ahead 
and Prepare, (2) Travel and Camp on Durable 
Surfaces, (3) Dispose of Waste Properly, (4) Leave 
What You Find, (5) Minimize Campfire Impacts, (6) 
Respect Wildlife, (7) Be Considerate of Other Visitors
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