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PROGRAM OPEN SPACE ANNUAL PROGRAM FOR ACQUISITION 

FISCAL YEAR 2024 

Sponsor, 

Council 

District 
Project Name, Project Description 

Acreage (rounded) Source of Funds (for Annual Program Only) 

Existing Ultimate Project Total Local 

State (POS Local 

Funds) Federal 

Howard 

County, 

3 

EAST COLUMBIA LIBRARY PARK - This property is a 16.59-acre 

parcel adjacent to the East Columbia Library at 6600 Cradlerock Way in 

Columbia.  This parcel is currently owned by the Howard Hughes 

Corporation and the County is in the final stage of the purchase of the 

property.  The County previously leased this property as a park, but that 

lease has since expired.  The property is generally flat, has a restroom 

building, and was previously programmed as grass multipurpose fields, 

and is served by the same parking lot that serves the library.  The County 

wishes to acquire and later redevelop the site into two ball diamonds 

with lights, lighted basketball courts, a playground, picnic pavilion, 

storage shed and pathways connecting to the Owen Brown community. 

0.00 16.59 16.59 $436,630 $0 $436,630 $0 

Howard 

County, 

5 

LONGWOOD PROPERTY – This property is a 97.66-acre parcel 

located at 3188 MD Route 97 in Glenwood, Maryland.  This property is 

not affected by agricultural or other easements that restrict its 

consideration for development into a variety of public recreational uses.  

The property was owned by the Warfield family, includes a manor house 

built in the late 1700’s, an existing smokehouse, retained slave quarters, 

possibly the oldest doctor’s office in Howard County, and a variety of 

other barn structures that present potential for adaptive reuse.  Appraisal 

reports have been received and we are currently negotiating the sale of 

the property. 

0.00 97.66 97.66 $6,000,000 $0 $6,000,000 $0 

Howard 

County, 

1 

MILLER PROPERTY – This property is a 31-acre parcel located at 

9579 Frederick Road, Ellicott City, MD 21041.  The property was 

previously in agriculture and is now mostly forested.  There is a 1,984 

square-foot single-story home on it that was built in 1930 with a 

detached garage as well as a pond and several old farm structures.  The 

intended use of the property would likely be passive in nature and lend 

itself to neighboring established communities and a 55+ complex.  

Current thoughts are that the property could support trails, lawn games 

and possibly a dog park, but a feasibility study and community 

engagement are required to best determine possible uses and public need. 

0.00 31 31 $3,350,215.44 $0 $3,350,215.44 $0 

Howard 

County, 

ILCHESTER ROAD PROPERTY – This property is a 33.09-acre 

parcel located adjacent to CSX property and the Patapsco River, west of 

Ilchester Road as it crosses the Patapsco River from Howard County into 

0.00 19.92 19.92 TBD $0 TBD $0 



2 

 

1 Baltimore County.  This property currently has no street address but has 

an SDAT account ID of 1402272156.  The property is commonly known 

as the St. Mary’s College site.  Howard County would acquire this site as 

an opportunity to close a public parkland gap between Ellicott City and 

Elkridge.  The potential for improvements to this site have not yet been 

determined.  Appraisals may be delayed based on the Longwood price. 

 

Howard 

County, 

1 

OLD WASHINGTON ROAD (RT. 1) PROPERTIES – These 

properties are located along the US Route 1 Corridor in Elkridge.  

Specifically, 1.26 acres located at 6365 Old Washington Road; 13.95 

acres located at 6371 Old Washington Road; 10 acres located at 6379 

Old Washington Road; and 16.79 acres located at 6387 Old Washington 

Road for a total of 42 acres.  Recent public engagement with the greater 

Elkridge community has revealed a need and desire for a community 

center in Elkridge, with the portion of the US Route 1 Corridor northeast 

of the MD Route 100 interchange being preferred as central and ideal to 

the community.  The assemblage of these four properties has been 

preliminarily assessed by Howard County park planning staff as 

sufficient for accommodating a community center comparable in size to 

other community centers in the county along with the required access, 

environmental, and ancillary site improvements. 

0.00 42 42 TBD $0 TBD $0 

 

Howard 

County, 

1 and 5 

PATAPSCO GREENWAY –This project will be a continuing effort to 

acquire land along the Patapsco River to expand the Patapsco Greenway 

in Howard County, especially along the South Branch of the Patapsco 

River.  This project will protect the river and create opportunities for 

community park facilities on upland portions of the greenway. 

TBD TBD TBD TBD $0 TBD $0 

 

Howard 

County, 

3 - 5 

PATUXENT GREENWAY – This project will be a continuing effort to 

acquire land along the Patuxent River to expand on the Patuxent 

Greenway in Howard County.  This project will protect the Patuxent 

River and create opportunities for community park facilities on upland 

portions of the greenway. 

TBD TBD TBD TBD $0 TBD $0 

 

Howard 

County, 

1 - 5 

HOWARD COUNTY INTERIOR GREENWAYS - This project will 

be a continuing effort to acquire land along existing greenways throughout 

Howard County.   This project will protect riparian/floodplain areas and 

create opportunities for community park facilities on the upland portions 

of the greenways. 

TBD TBD TBD TBD $0 TBD $0 

 

Howard 

County, 

Planning 

HOWARD COUNTY LAND PRESERVATION, PARKS AND 

RECREATION PLAN - The 2027 Land Preservation, Parks and 

Recreation Plan is mandated by State Law and a prerequisite for 

Maryland Program Open Space funding.  Comprehensive planning is a 

continuous process.  This is a request for the FY24 installment. 

 

NA NA NA $25,000 $0 $25,000 $0 

 PROPOSED ACQUISITION PROJECT TOTALS    $9,811,845.44 $0 $6,615,000 $0 
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PROGRAM OPEN SPACE ANNUAL PROGRAM FOR DEVELOPMENT 

FISCAL YEAR 2024 

 
 
 

Sponsor, 

Council 

District 

 

 
 

 

Project Name, Project Description 

 
Acreage 

 
Source of Funds (for Annual Program Only) 

 
 

Project 

 
 

Total 

 
 

Local 

 
State (POS 

Local Funds) 

 
 

Federal 

Howard 

County, 

2 

BLANDAIR PARK - GRANARY RENOVATIONS – Howard County intends to 

renovate the Granary at Blandair Regional Park.  The intent of the Granary 

restoration is to fully restore the structure, providing shoring that is required for 

safety during renovations upon MHT approval.  Then obtain quotes for the total 

restoration of the Granary structure.  The renovation project includes restoration of 

all structural components, exterior siding, roofing, flooring and stone foundation 

repointing as documented in the Granary plans.  The original plans have been 

updated, along with the scope of work due to the increased weathering of the 

structure since initial plan development.  All wood will be replaced with matching 

wood types.  The revised plans and scope have been sent to MHT for approval prior 

to proceeding with the renovation.  The granary it will be used for interpretive 

historic and educational programs and events once the site is completed and reopened 

to the public. This will include, individual and group tours and programs, school field 

trips, and other relevant historic and cultural programs yet to be determined.  

 

    

NA  $960,000 $240,000 $720,000 $0 

Howard 

County, 

1 

ROGER CARTER COMMUNITY CENTER – RESTROOM RENOVATION - 

Howard County plans to renovate the existing restrooms at the Roger Carter 

Community Center. The renovation will include the design for a family restroom 

with adult changing table, lift and accessible roll-in shower.  

The renovation will satisfy requirements for Senate Bill 61 enacted law that requires 

new public building or restroom built, or if a public building is substantially 

renovated, the building must have at least one changing facility suitable for providing 

personal care to adults.    

The impact of this facility on the community will be significant for those individuals 

that are limited due their mobility.  This facility will change the role an individual has 

in the community across the life span.  The changing facility will allow for older 

adults to age in place, allow individuals with disabilities to have a safe, secure, and 

clean space to address personal care needs in a dignified way.  A changing facility 

also allows a caregiver to provide a safe place to transfer an individual and provide 

appropriate care in a private setting.   

  

 

 

2 $150,000 $37,500 $112,500 $0 



4 

 

Howard 

County, 

3 

SAVAGE PARK- MILL TRAIL – PICNIC AREA - Howard County intends to 

replace the Savage Park Mill Trail picnic area #1 which includes removal of a 

deteriorated wooden tie retaining wall and replacing it with a segmental block 

retaining wall, along with Loop Trail access #1 improvements that include stone 

stairs, stone cribbing and natural trail surface work.  There are 3 access trails that lead 

to the Loop trail that will provide safer and more stable access to the Loop Trail. 

Savage Park is located at 8400 Fair Street, Savage, MD 20763.  The trailhead for the 

Savage Mill Trail is located at the intersection of Gorman Road and Foundry Street 

in Savage. 

 

NA $333,334 $83,334 $250,000 $0 

Howard 

County, 

2 

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE PROJECTS – TAMAR/OAKLAND MILLS 

PATHWAY - Howard County intends to replace three (3) steel bridges with three 

(3) fiberglass pedestrian bridges along the Tamar/Oakland Mills pathway in 

Columbia.  Fiberglass bridges are more environmentally friendly to maintain and 

pose less threat to the waterways they span than steel bridges. 

 

NA $102,667 $25,667 $77,000 $0 

Howard 

County, 

1 

PATAPSCO FEMALE INSTITUTE - CHAPEL RENOVATION- FY23 Howard 

County intends to renovate the existing Chapel area to include a weatherproof roof 

deck/ceiling, office area to be used for docent staff and volunteers, museum/exhibit 

area, storage, and public restroom facility. The project will provide a shelter in place 

area for public safety.  Draft plans for this project include the installation of ramps 

and a possible elevator that will enable for the first time for visitors with disabilities 

to access the existing upper level of this facility as well as the proposed upper levels 

of the improved chapel area. 

 

FY24 – Additional Funding Request - Additional funding for Renovations to the 

existing Chapel area to include a weatherproof roof deck/ceiling, office area, exhibit 

area, storage, and public restroom facility. The project will provide a shelter in place 

area for public safety.  This request is for additional funding due to price escalation. 

 

337 

 

 

 

 

 

 

337 

$503,000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$222,222.22 

$125,750 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

$22,222.22 

$377,250 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$200,000 

 

$0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$0 

 

Howard 

County, 

4 

CEDAR LANE PARK - SECURITY GATE – Cedar Lane Park requires an 

electronic intermittent security gate with key fob access to prevent park patrons from 

wondering into the existing maintenance yard and shop areas for public safety and 

security. These areas are a safety risk to the public as they contain supplies, 

equipment, and vehicles used to maintain the park facilities, along with non-public 

access to the maintenance shop and rear office areas. Included in the gate design will 

be new maintenance yard area perimeter fencing sections that will give further 

protection from parked equipment.   

 

NA $66,667 $16,667 $50,000 $0 

Howard 

County, 

3 

 

EAST COLUMBIA LIBRARY PARK – FY23 The existing East Columbia 

Library Park is approximately 16.59 acres and is located at 6600 Cradlerock Way in 

Columbia, Maryland. The Department of Recreation & Parks has recently sent the 

final contract to purchase the property from Howard Hughes. This project will not 

move forward until the County has purchased the property. The existing property has 

a restroom facility, 2 multipurpose fields & pathways that connect to the Owen 

16.59 

 

 

 

 

$1,333,334 

 

 

 

 

$333,334 

 

 

 

 

 

$1,000,000 

 

 

 

 

$0 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

 Brown Village Center. Howard County is completing 95% plans for the renovation 

of East Columbia Library Park to include: a pavilion, 2 lighted basketball courts, 2 

lighted artificial turf ball fields, playground, a maintenance shed and pathway 

renovations that will connect to the Village Center. We anticipate permit approval by 

Spring of 2024 with project completion anticipated for Spring of 2025. Local funding 

from Howard County will be used for the ballfield construction. 

 

FY24 – Additional Funding Request - Additional Funding Request.   

 

 

 

 

 

16.59 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$472,882.66 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

$47,288.26 

 

 

 

 

 

$425,594.40 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$0 

Howard 

County, 

3 

ATHOLTON PARK - ROAD & LOTS- Resurfacing of the roadways and parking 

lots at Atholton Park to include curbing repairs/replacements, pathway & parking lot 

accessibility improvements.  The County is finalizing the current property License 

Agreement with the Howard County Public School System for the use of the property 

for the next 20 years. 

 

10 $200,000 $50,000 $150,000 $0 

Howard 

County, 

5 

WEST FRIENDSHIP PARK - IMPROVEMENTS- Additional funding for the 

Farm Museum Exhibit Hall improvements due to the design changes and increased 

project cost estimates.  Work will consist of the purchase and installation of the 

HVAC equipment, 3-phase power installation, interior finish work and insulation, 

exterior siding removal for increased insulation to meet the current energy cod, 

installation of reinforced concrete flooring. 

 

351 $888,888.88 $88,888.88 $800,000 $0 

Howard 

County, 

1 

CENTENNIAL PARK – WEST AREA – BALLFIELD LIGHTING – Phase 1 

continuation.  Howard County anticipates using past LPPI funding for the Phase 1 

sports field renovation project which includes renovating three grass softball fields, 

converting them to artificial turf, along with access and other site improvements.  

Additional funding is required to supply and install the ballfield lighting and for the 

construction management of the project. 

 

337 $2,000,000 $200,000 $1,800,000 $0 

Howard 

County, 

2 

BLANDAIR REGIONAL PARK - PHASE 6 - This request is for additional 

funding for Blandair Park Phase 6 due to escalating costs and the addition of sports 

court lighting.  The project consists of 6 lighted pickleball courts, 2 lighted basketball 

courts, a lighted skate park, lighted pathways and lighted parking lot.  

 

298 $1,200,000 $300,000 $900,000 $0 

Howard 

County, 

4 

ROBINSON NATURE CENTER – AMPHITHEATER CONSTRUCTION – 

Howard County will be designing and constructing an amphitheater and access 

pathways that will fit in with the natural setting of the Robinson Nature Center.  The 

project will include seating, accessible walks, and a stage area.  The amphitheater 

will support County, Recreation and Parks, and Center Programs and performances.  

The design and construction will to the maximum extent practical utilize natural 

materials and environmentally sensitive design practices.  The design will be 

developed by in-house planning staff. 

18 $500,000 $50,000 $450,000 $0 



6 

 

Howard 

County, 

1 

CENTENNIAL PARK – SOUTH AREA – ROADWAYS – Centennial Park South 

area is over 35 years old and is heavily used by park patrons.  We propose to mill, 

add paving fabric and overlay roadways and parking in the south area of Centennial 

Park.  The areas that will be renovated provide public access to park pavilions, boat 

rentals, boat ramp and open recreation areas. 

337 $444,444.44 $44,444.44 $400,000 $0 

Howard 

County, 

1 

PLUM TREE BRANCH PATHWAY - BRIDGE REPLACEMENT - The Plum 

Tree Branch pathway is located parallel to Columbia Pike, near 4736 Rams Horn 

Row in Ellicott City, MD. The existing bridge #DHBR07 is a wooden 120’ bridge 

that has support posts that continues to sink, and the structure is aged and in need of 

replacement. Bridge support and abutment work will be included in the project. DRP 

will meet with MDE and obtain the required permits for the work. 

N/A $277,777.77 $27,777.77 $250,000 $0 

 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT PROJECT TOTALS  9,655,217.97 1,692,873.57 7,962,344.40 $0 
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