Furthermore, a large percentage of respondents perceived that their need for parks, trails, and outdoor
recreation facilities and education programs was being met. When the top responses from each
methodology are compared, 68 percent of the phone survey participants felt that their needs were being
met, while only 43 percent of the online survey respondents felt that their needs were being met.

The demand for outdoor recreation is echoed by a statewide coalition of over 165 groups (Partners for
Open Space), which seeks to secure, save, and protect Maryland’s land conservation programs. The
group produced “The Case for Open Space” in 2012, a resource highlighting County level success stories
related to DNR’s Program Open Space (POS). The report identifies the negative consequences on
heritage, agricultural, recreation, and other land and water based resources if POS funding is diverted.

Figure 7: Importance and Level of Needs Being Met for Parks, Trails, Outdoor Recreation Facilities, and
Education Programs
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