Of this total, 845,713 acres have been protected through the actions of the four state programs
described above. Figure 21 illustrates the rate of activity between 2009 and 2013 (the period of time
since the completion of the last Land Preservation and Recreation Plan) and compares it to the historical
grand totals for each program.

Figure 21: Protected Lands Activity History
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Source: Maryland Protected Lands Reporting Site at http://dnrweb.dnr.state.md.u.s./gis/plreports/currenttotals.asp

E. Emerging Issues

This section briefly describes new and emerging issues for the Department of Natural Resources and
statewide initiatives that are in the process of being addressed by the Department’s land conservation
efforts.

Children in Nature

Current data and research have shown that
today’s children and spending less time outside
and have decreased access to nature. Whether
due to over scheduling, lack of access or
competing screen time, today’s families are
spending less time connected to their surrounding
natural areas. A new study by the Kaiser Family
Foundation found that the average kid spends 7.5
hours per day using a smart phone, computer,
television, or other electronic device, and at the
same time the Centers for Disease Control report
that 17 percent of all kids and teens in the U.S. are
obese.

112 |Page Maryland Department of Natural Resources



