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1pacts to Aquatic Ecosystem: Round gobies are aggressive, out-competing native fi hes
0d and space, and often become the dominant fish species where it invad Round gc
t mollusks, fish eggs, plankton, fish, and benthic invertebrates. In the Great Lakes he
feeding on invasive mussels (zebra and quagga) may result in bioaccumulation of to
n the food chain, and can be dangerous to people who consume fishes that prey on rounc
jobies. The round goby is difficult prey for larger, native game fish, due to a defensi
mechanism, in which the fish expands and protrudes sharp, spiny gill plates. A pred
ts a round goby, may have it lodge in the throat and die from cuts and loss of bloc
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Vieans of Introduction: Most likely arrived in the Great Lakes as stowaways in the ballast
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Maryland.
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Look-A-Likes: Round gobies look similar to native Maryland sculpins, but the two species can
be easily separated by the fused pelvic fins on the underside of round gobies. Sculpins have

~distinct pelvic fins, not one large fin. This fin can be used by gobies as a suction cup to anchor

 to rocks and other hard substrates during times of high water flow.
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Legal Standing: Prohibited from import, transport, sale, purchase and possession in Maryland
*Special provisions for delivering specimens to authorities, visit
www.dnr.state.md.us/invasives.
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