Life Cycle of Whirling Disease

Whirling Disease poses a serious threat to Maryland’s trout population.
To prevent the spread of this disease it is helpful to understand its life cycle.
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% | Trout become infected when

! the tiny TAMs enter the skin
of the fish, and release even
smaller parasites that
multiply and move to
the fish’s nerves.

After several weeks,
infected fish may exhibit .

, spinal deformities, and
~ black tails.
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Here's what YOU can do to prevent
the spread of Whirling Disease...

NEVER TRANSPORT
fish from one body
of water to another.

.....

DO put them in garbage
or bury away from water.

DO DRAIN all water

from your boat and

equipment—including
coolers, buckets,
and live wells—
before departing
a fishing site.

DO DRY your boat
and equipment
thoroughly before
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DO RINSE all mud and aquatic fishing new waters

plants from your vehicle, boat,
trailer, waders, and fishing gear
before departing a fishing site.

If you would like more information on whirling
disease or become involved in other trout
conservation efforts, please contact:

Whirling Disease Foundation at whirling-disease.org
Whirling Disease Initiative at whirlingdisease.montana.edu
MD DNR at www.dnr.maryland.gov
Trout Unlimited at www.tu.org
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DON'T MOVE bait
between waterbodies
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