Fisheries Habitat Workgroup

Fish Habitat Challenges and Collaborative Efforts to
Address Them

April 9, 2014
2:00 — 5:00 pm
Tawes State Office Building




Not re-inventing the wheel...

How we go about It Is the key...

Spending our time and funds wisely, and not...




Brook Trout Conservation In
Maryland — Starting From Scratch

» Forgotten “stepsister” for decades

 Victim of “progress”, life history and
habitat requirements conflict

e Decline not related to commercial or







HATIONAL
ACTION PLAN

-

eInitial talks began in 2001

«Coalition of anglers, conservation groups, scientists, state and federal
agencies, and industry leaders

*Modeled after highly successful North American Waterfowl Management
Plan ($3.2 billion spent since 1980’s for habitat management/restoration)




MATIONAL

FISH HABITAT
ACTION PLAN

» Protect and maintain intact and
healthy aquatic systems.

= Prevent further degradation of fish
habitats that have been adversely
affected.

Reverse declines in the quality
and quantity of aquatic habitats to

improve the overall health of fish
and other aquatic organisms.

Increase the quality and quantity
of fish habitats that support a
broad natural diversity of fish
and other aquatic species.




NATIONAL
ACTION FLAN

-




America, Trust for Public Land and The Nature Conservancy.
- Academic institutions.

From a biological standpoint the partnership includes a *"Who's
Who" of the most respected and experienced brook trout
biologists and researchers in the U.S.









http://easternbrooktrout.org/
http://easternbrooktrout.org/
http://www.applcc.org/
http://easternbrooktrout.org/groups/whitewater-to-bluewater
http://easternbrooktrout.org/projects
http://easternbrooktrout.org/news/announcements-inbox/the-wild-trout-xi-looking-back-and-moving-forward-first-call-for-papers-1
http://easternbrooktrout.org/news/announcements-inbox/white-river-vermont-restoration-project-named-to-nfhps-10-waters-to-watch-in-2012

|dentified Threats to Brook Trout Rangewide
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Maryland Brook Trout Status by HUC 6 Watershed




|dentified Habitat Stressors to Maryland Brook Trout

=

Impoundments Increasing human population
Loss of riparian buffer

. Increasing impervious surface
Global warming _ L
Agriculture

Road crossings
Coal mining legacy







Coldwater Habitat Restoration and Preservation
Strategies in Maryland — a Watershed Group Vision

for Maryland Brook Trout




Keeping coldwater management
and restoration in perspective...

Protecting and restoring
brook trout is absolutely
vital to...
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Background - EBTJV

National/State Conservation Strategies

‘Re-establish brook trout populations in 10% of
extirpated subwatersheds (gray to red or better)

- Maintain number of current intact subwatersheds
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Background — Maryland BTFMP,
EBTJV Priorities

Three major goals:




So once we had our EBTJV and
Maryland goals, what next?

 Duh....habitat, habitat, habitat...

* \WWho Is going to do this? Not enough Inland
staff and time, need more help

» Grant fund opportunities exist, pool of
Interested citizens, Technical knowledge for
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Encourage Creation of Citizen
Watershed Groups

»Demonstrated success nationally for other fisheries
»Well suited to working at the subwatershed scale level

»Membership local, live in subwatershed directly or nearby, local tie in

»Diverse, motivated conservation oriented membership
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Role of Watershed Groups

» Selecting candidate subwatersheds to work on

»Contact group for working with private landowners
(removes fear of government influence/meddling)

»Develop/foster relationships with government and NGO




Role of DNR Inland Fisheries

»Provide technical assistance to watershed groups
(including help with selecting target subwatersheds,
providing data, monitoring, etc.)
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Developing a Brook trout Restoration Project
at a Sub-watershed Level

Step 1: Select a sub-watershed within the watershed group region

A) Meet with DNR Inland representatives to discuss candidate sub-watersheds
within the region

B) Develop and prioritize a list of candidates, based on criteria including:




Developing a Brook trout Restoration s
Project at a Sub-watershed Level

Step 2: Delineate/describe the problems that need to be addressed within the sub-
watershed

A) Contact respective government agencies in regards to specific habitat
Issues (DNR can assist with this, act as liaison)

B) Record/map baseline physical habitat conditions within the watershed,
including brook trout presence data




Developing a Brook trout Restoration Project
at a Sub-watershed Level

Step 3: Initiate on the ground restoration/conservation efforts

A) ldentify all landowners adjoining stream course in subwatershed,
Initiate contact to inform and solicit participation/cooperation

B) Delegate membership roles/efforts/committees per strategy




Developing a Brook trout Restoration Project

at a Subwatershed Level

Step 4: Monitor success

A) Long term brook trout population monitoring
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