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Prorccr ing and resto ring water quality and heal thy h abitat in our 
rivers and Bays is rhe responsibili ty o f every local govcrn mcnc. 
every busim:ss and cvcry citizen. Marylanders arc fo rru narc to enjoy 
the brgcse cscuary in the United States and rhe many resources it 
provides; as sll ch, we have a Signi fica nt role (Q play in irs successful 
resto rat io n. 

In 2009, Governor Mart in O'Malley an nou nced Maryland's 
commitment co an ambidolls su ite of 2-ycar m ilestones that wiII 
accelerate Maryland's on d lC grou nd cHorts to reach its curn.:m 
l1 urricnt reduction goals by a newly es tabl ished end date of 2020. 
111(: milestones wi ll also ensure greater accolllHabi lity and allow 
for adjustments co p rogramming when needed. See www.baystat. 
maryland.gov for more information . 

The Maryland Depanmellt of Natural Resources (DN R) 
established the Watershed Assistance Collaborative in 2008 to 

connect local communiti es to the fina ncial and [echn ical resources 
rhey need to undcnake comprehensive water qua li ty projens 
in Mary land. 1he partne rship includes DN R, the University of 
Maryland 's SeaGrant Extens ion Cl:nter, College o f Agricul tu re and 
Natural Resources, University o f Maryland 's Enviro nmcm al Finance 
Center, and the C hesapeake Bay Trust. 1he Collaborative is fu nded 
in pan by the EPA's C hesapeake Bay Program and NOAA's Coasta l 
Zone Management Act. 

By leverag ing resourcesofexist ing p rograms, the Collabo rative 
helps local governments develop the capac ity an d fi nd the right 
technical and fi nancial resources to implement the ir water quality 
goals. lhe Collaborati ve offe rs the fo llowing services: 

~ Resources: Wat ershed Assistance Grant Program 
111e C hesapeake Bay Trust provides fund ing to suppon 
watershcd plann ing and des ign grants to local governments for 
futu re imp lementation p rojects. For 2009, the program provided 
$200,000 in grants. C heck the website at www.cbtmst.org for 
upcom ing grant details, dead li nes and eligibil ity. 

~ Support: Watershed Rest oration Specialists 
TIuee Specialists with the University of Maryland (UM D) 
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Extension Office an; working d irectl y with local pa rtners co 
fi nd, coordi natc, and implement wa te r quality pro tection 
and restOra t ion projec ts: Jennife r D indi ngl:r (Easte rn Sho re), 
Amanda Rockier (Central Nl:l rybnd) and Jackie Takacs 
(Southern Mocyland ) . 

• :. Outreach and Capacity Building: 
UMD Environmental Finance Center 
StafF is working to assist targeted communi t ics with fi nanCi ng 
strategies and f.1c ilit;ltio n eA-o rcs on C hesapeake and Coastal 
Bays Trust Fund restoration projects, and plann ing act ivities. 
TI,e Fund was created in 2007 to provide a dedicated source o f 
funding to accelerate Bay resto ration by fOCUSi ng fi nanc ial 
resources on the most eA-ective nonpoin t source polJution 
contro l projects. Over the past yea r, [he Collaborative has worked 
with several loca l govern ments and watershed organ izations. 

"11,e Sassafras Ri ve r Association has spenr the past yea r developing a 
sc ienti fica ll y-based Sass:lfras \'<Iate rshed Actio n Pb n (S \'<IA P) to serve 
as the blucprint fo r restoration el7o rts," says Kim Kohl , Executive 
Di recto r of the Assoc iat io n. "Earl y on we idcnri fied key partners and 
fund ing through the \X/:ue rshed Ass istance Collaborative to suppOrt 
th is dtorr. \X'e could lleVl;r havc comp leted o ur pb n in one year 
without the support of thc Collaborat ive and o ur partners." 

Collaborative Highlights in the Sassafras River over 
the last year include: 

• Sassafras River Assoc iat io n rece ived a \Vatershed 
Assistance Grant Prog ram in the amount of $35,000 for a 
comprehensive \'q,1tCl"s hed Actio ll Plan, includ ing fin al iZing the 
C haracte riza tion, Stream Corridor Assessment and Synoptic 
Survey with assis tancl; from the Maryland Department of 
Natur:ll Resources, Cenrer for \X/atershed Protection, and 
Maryland Departmen t of the Environment. 

• U MD's Environ mental Finance Cente r (EFC) provided pro 
bono work to facilitate fOllr st;lkcholdcr meetings related 
to the Watershed Actio n Pbn fro m February 2009 to January 
20 10. 

• UMD Se.l Grant Extension Regional \Xlacl; rshed Speciali st 
(R\'<IS) Jenni fe r D indingc r p rovides support and guidance to 

the Sassafras partners through the Core Team meetings. http: // 
www.mdsg.umd.edu / programs/ extension / comlllun ities / 
watershed / specialistsl . 

• U ivl D Ellvirollmcm al Finance Center resea rched and 
compiled a Sassafras ' Vatcrshcd Ac tion Plan Financing 
Recommendations document (http: //www.efc.umd.cdu/ 
publications.html ) for key a rcas of restOra tion and protection 
activ ities in rhe watc rshed . • 

For lJIort: iJdorJIIlltioJl plcmc COJ/tllft Cllrrie Decker III the J'd /lJ)'lIlJJd 
D£'pllrtmelll of Nllltmzl Resourfes cdcckcr@dnr.state.md.us or 
4101260·8723 or visi l ,IJe website http: //dnr.maryland.gov/ bay/ 
czm/ 20 1 Otf..'i .html . 

Municipal Maryland 


